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RB'f'ORN RBCBIPT RBQUBS'l'BD 

Mr. Thomas Cartledge, Archaeologist 
Santa Fe National Forest 
P.O. Box 1689 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 

Dear Mr. Cartledge: 

A cultural resource survey was conducted for Los Alamos 
National Laboratory's (LANL) Environmental Restoration (ER) 
Program characterization study of Operable Unit 1071. Lands 
surveyed for this project are owned by the Department of 
Energy (DOE), the DOE-a~nistered Government Services . 
Association (GSA), the County of Los Alamos, the United States 
Department of Agriculture Forest Service (USDA FS), and the 
Pueblo of San Ildefonso. Project activities within these 
locations will involve surface, subsurface, and corehole 
sampling. Selected soils located within 6 inches of the 
ground surface will be sampled during the surface sampling 
phase. Coreholes and subsurface sampling activities will have 
a minimum depth of approximately 5 feet. Typically, coreholes 
will 1be less than 50 feet deep with a diameter of not mor~ 
thanls inches. Contaminated soils and metal associated wi:th 
World War II era artillery ranges, including possible 1 

unexploded ordinance, will be removed. , 
j . 

The survey area, methods,! results, and recommendations are 
contained in the enclosed report •Environmental Restoration 
Program,·Operable Unit (OU) 1071, Cultural Resource Survey 
Report.• 

i 
Thirty-two archaeological sites are located within the 
surveyed1area. Three o~ these sites are located on the Santa 
Fe National Forest: LabOratory of Anthropology (LA) 24902, an 
historic 1 Anasazi sherd and lithic scatter, and LA 86551 -
LA 86552, two CoalitionaPeriod Anasazi cavate complexes. 
According to Mike Breme~, Espanola District Archaeologist, 
LA 24902 has been collected and is no longer eligible for~ 
National Register inclusion. LANL archaeologists recommend 
that LA 86551 and LA 86552 are potentially eligible for 
inclusion on the Nati '1 Register under Criterion •o". 

I 

These two sites are 1 in a World War II era artille~ 
range in Rendija In the event that an unexplodedt 
ordinance is detec ER site characterization activities 
at these archaeological sites, there is a possibility that 
exploding the o a~JoatlCE~tin place could adversely affect the 
archaeological sites. fter numerous informal discussions 
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· betwee.n the Espanola district archaeologist, USFS/OOE liason, 
the Advisory Council on Historic-Preservation, the SHPO, the 
DOE, LANL archaeologists and LANL ER staff concerning 
mitigation of possible adverse effects at these two sites, it 
was agreed that in the interests of worker safety it would not 
be possible to test or monitor these sites prior to or during 
ER project activities. Your office is asked to concur that 
there is'no prudent or feasible way to mitigate these possible 
adyerse.effects to LA 86549 given the potential dangers 
involved and to formally ask the SHPO to concur in this 
determination. In the event that these two sites are 
adversely affected by the proposed project activities, a 
damage assessment will be made and notification will be given 
to the land owning agency, the Pueblo of San Ildefonso, the 
SHPO; az1d theAdvisory Council, so that data recovery can be 
initia.ted; if feasible. 

If you have any questions, please call Stephen Fong of my 
staff at (505) 665-5534 or Beverly Larson, LANL archaeologist, 
at (505) 667-2276. 

JB:BL: le 

Enc: a/s 

Sincerely, 

Jerry L. Bellows 
Area Manager 

Cy: A~ Tiedman, ADO, MS Al20, w/o enc. 
T. Gunderson, EM-DO, MS K49l, w/o enc. 
K. Hargis (EM-8:92-1708), EM-8, MS K490, w/o enc. 
·R. Remilard, USDA FS Los Alamos Office, 475 20th Street, 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 w/enc. i 
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ABSTRACT 

During the summer o 1991 approximately 203.2 hectares (502.2 
acres) were surveyed o. lands owned by the Department of Enerqy 
(DOE), Los ~amos County, San Ildefonso Pueblo, the Government 
Services Administration (GSA), and the United States Department 
of Agriculture Forest Service (USDA FS) . This is the proposed 
location for the ~vironmental Restoration (ER) Program's site 
characterization ()!'-Operable Unit (OU) 1071. 

In addition, 189.7 hectares (468.8 acres) of developed land in 
the town of Los ~amos, New Mexico were visually inspected but 
were not 100% surveyed on foot. This area includes portions of 
both 00 1071 and 00 1078 (former TA-l). A cultural resource 
survey report for the undeveloped areas of ou 1078 has already 
been submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) . 

Thirty-two archaeological or historical sites are located 
within the survey area. 

Sites Located on Do•, GSA, and Los Alamos County Land: 

Nine sites are on DOE land: Laboratory of Anthropology (LA) 
site numbers LA 86532 through 86535, 86540 through 86543 and 
86603. Eleven sites are located on Loa Alamos County land: LA 
12658, 21492, 86526, 86527, 86536 through 86539, and 86548 
through 86550. Seven sites are on GSA land: LA 70025, 70026, 
86553 and 86604 through 86607. Twenty-four of the twenty-seven 
DOE, Loa Alamos county, and GSA sites are eligible or potentially 
eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion "D". Two sites are ineligible for the 
National Register. One DOE site, LA 86603, has previously been 
declared ineligible. 

Sites Located on USDA FS land: 

Three sites are located on USDA FS land: LA 24902, 86551, and 
86552. Two of ~se sites are potentially eligible for inclusion 
on the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion "D". 
One site, LA 24902, has been previously declared ineligible. 

Sites Located on San Ilde~onso Pueblo Land: 

Two sites are on San Ildefonso Pueblo land: LA 86554 and 
86555. Both San Ildefonso Pueblo sites are potentially eligible 
for inclusion oncthe National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion "D". I 

t 

With the exce~tion of LA 86549, 86551 and 86552 which are 
discussed below, .1 the proposed Environmental Restoration 
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activities at 00 71 will not affect the attributes which make 
the above sites el 9ible for the inclusion on the National 
Register. f 

Three sites mig t be adversely affected by the proposed 
Environmental Rest ration activities at 00 1071. LA 86549, 
located on Los Al os County land, is a possible pre-Anasazi 
lithic site with a I later historic component. LA 86551 and LA 
86552 are cavates with possible talus house remains which are 
located on land owned by the USDA FS. These three sites are 
situated in former art~llery range areas where the possibility of 
unexploded WWII era ori:lnance exists. If unexploded ordnance is 
identified during th~1 leanup of these artillery areas, the 
materials might be exp ocled in place. Any explosions within the 
boundaries of sites 86549, 86551 and 86552 would have an 
adverse a:ffect on the ~tural resources. Dirt removal 
activities associated with the cleanup of these artillery ranges 
could also ·adversely .E:tect the sites. If any of these three 
sites are adVersely ef~ected by the proposed project activities, 
a damage assessment wi'-1 be made, the land-owning agency, the 
SBPO and the National Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
will be· notified, and 'any necessary data recovery will be 
initiated. 1 

The SBPO is requesJed to concur in a "Determination of No 
Effect• for sites LA 1~658, 21492, 70025, 70026, 86526, 86527, 
8653.2. thro. ugh 86534, t536 through 86541, 86543, 86548 through 
86550, 86553, ·and 866 through 86607 located on Los Alamos 
C::ounty, Department of . ergy (DOE) , and DOB-adlllinistered 
Government Service Adlii nistration (GSA) lancl. Furthermore, the 
SHPO is requested to concur in a "Determination of Ineligibility" 
for LA 86535 and 865~. 

The SBPO and the isory Council are asked to concur that it 
is not prudent or rea onable to mitigate possible adverse effects 
to LA 86549, LA 86551, ancl LA 86552. A copy of the report will 
be sent to the Santa ~.e National Forest archaeologist for an 
official determinatio~ and submittal to the SBPO for the two 
sites under' rs '"r~«~n. ' 

A copy of this report. will also be sent to San Ildefonso 
Pueblo for euhmittal to the SHPO for concurrence in a 
"Dete~ation of No Sffect" for sites LA 86554 and 86555 located. 
on san Ilclefonso Pueblo land. 

I 
Aa a result of thia survey, this project complies with the 

National Historic ' Act of 1966 (as amended) and with 
Executive Order 11593 
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PROV'l!:HUNCB AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Location: TA O, 1, 19, 26, 73, Los ~amos National 
Laboratory (LANL), and other locations on the 
Pajarito Plateau (Maps lA-10 and 2) . 

Lansiowners: - The Department o.f Energy (DOE) 
- Los Alamos County 
- United States Department of Agriculture 

Forest Service (USDA FS) 
- San Ildefonao Pue])lo / 

Government Service Administration (GSA) 
Private Landowners in the Town of Loa Alamos 

Ltqal pescription: Township 19 North I 
bnge 6 East 
portions of Sections 2, 3, 4, 9, O, 

11, 13, 14, 1s~ 16, 11, and 23 

survev Pimensiop: 

I ! 
Township 19 North 1 

· Range 7 Bast 
portions of Sections 4, 15, 18, 

toi:a1 ana~: 203.2 hecta 
(502. 2 acres) 

i 
64.7 hectares (160 acres) 
19. 2 hectares ( 47. 3 acres) • &1111~~-
5.2 hectares (13 acrea)_·~-=-~~~r.:IL 

88.8 hectares (219.5 acres) L9• ~amos 
County ljarul 

25.3 hectares (62.4 acres) VSQA rs 

~, ~· 189.7 :: • .,. J 
(468. 8 acres), 

Developed laod in Loa Alamos, New Mexico 

. ' 11AJ2.1.: USGS Guaje Mountain, rrijolea, Puye, andl White Rock 
Quada 7. 5 Minute Series I 

I 
! 

Topognphy: Loa Alamos Canyon, Pueblo Canyon, bndija 
Canyon, lover Guaje Canyon, upper Bayo canyon, 
"Townaite Mesa", North Mesa, Kwage: Mesa~ and 
Barr&DCa Naaa I I 1 

Nearest ·prainaqes: Loa ~amos, Pueblo, Rendija, Guaje, and 
Sa:ro Can:roJUI I 1 
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Elevation: 1798.3 to 2286 meters (5900 to 7500 feet) 
above sea level 

Vegetation: Ponderosa Pine Forest, Pinon-Juniper Woodland, 
and Shrub, Grass, and Forb Ecological Zones 

{Foxx and Tierney 1985) 

Soil Types: predominantly sandy and gravelly loams and 
rock outcrops 

(Nyhan et al. 1978) 

Be4rock: Puye Conglomerate, Basaltic Rock, and Tshireqe, 
otowi, and Guaje Members of the Bandelier Tuff 

(Los ~amos National Laboratory 1982) 

Current Land Use: Most of the canyon slope and canyon 
bottom areas are relatively undisturbed. 

Mesa top areas have been developed at 
LANL and Los ~amos townsite locations. 

Potential for Agricultural Use: poor on the canyon slopes, 
good on canyon bottom and 

mesa top areas 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

During the summer of 1991, an archaeological survey was 
conducted by Timothy Binzen, Michael Hannaford, Steven Hoagland, 
Todd Irving, Andrew Jandacek, Ellen McGehee, ICari Manz, Nelson 
Parish, Michael Schillaci, William Stolpe, and Dean Wallace, 
Environmental Protection Group (BM-8), Los Alamos National 
Laboratory (LANL), at the location described above to determine 
if any cultural remains will be 1mpacted by the Environmental 
Restoration (BR) Program's site characterization of Operable Unit 
(00) 1071 (Mapa lA-lD). Project activities include surface, 
subsurface, and corehole sampling. Selected soils located within 
6 inches of the ground surface will be sampled during the surface 
sampling phase. Coreholes and subsurface sampling activities 
will have a minimum depth of approximately 5 feet. Typically, 
coreholes will be less than 50 feet deep with a diameter of not 
more than 8 inches. Soils and metal associated with former 
artillery ranges will be removed. Access to the project area 
will be by dirt and paved roads on the Pajarito Plateau. 

SURVEY METHODS 

For most of the project area, an intensive 100% survey was 
accomplished by traversing the area on foot at 10-12 meter 
intervals. Upper canyon slopes on the south side of Pueblo 
Canyon were not 100% surveyed due to the steepness of the slopes 
and the potentially contaminated nature of old Laboratory/Los 
~amos County landfill deposits in the area. Developed land 
located in downtown Los ~amos and at the Los Alamos County golf 
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course was visually inspected but not 100% surveyed. Portions of 
the developed townsite are also located in Operable Unit (OU) 
1078, former TA-l. A cult·ural resource survey report for OU 1078 
has already been submitted to the State Historic Preservation 
Officer (McGehee ~ Al· 1992) . However, the developed areas 
within 00 1078 were not mentioned in the cultural resource survey 
report and are included in this report (Map 2) . 

All sites found on DOE, DOE-administered GSA, and Los Alamos 
County land within the survey area were recorded on LANL site 
forms. Sites located on Forest Service and San Ildefonso Pueblo 
land were recorded on Laboratory of Anthropology site forms. 
Photographs were taken and are on file with EM-8, LANL. No 
artifacts were collected during this survey. 

PREVIOUS RESEARCH 

A records search was undertaken to determine which locations, 
if any, within the survey area had previously been surveyed. 
Quad maps at the state archaeological records repository, 
Archeological Records Management System, were examined for all 
areas mentioned in this report. Furthermore, area archaeological 
survey maps at the Espanola office of the Santa Fe National 
Forest were consulted. Survey records on file at EM-8, LANL were 
also reviewed. One National Landmark property is located near 
the surveyed area. The Fuller Lodge/Bathtub Row Historic Complex 
is located in downtown Los Alamos. This area will not be 
impacted by the project activities. 

The small area of Forest Service land located within the 
project area ip Rendija and Cabra Canyons had not been previously 
surveyed. Portions of the project area on Forest Service land 
near Guaje Pines Cemetery have been surveyed for the Cemetery 
Land Exchange (Elliott 1986) and were resurveyed by LANL 
archaeologists. One site (FS AR 03-10-06-607) and one isolated 
occurrence (1015) were recorded by Elliott in the area where both 
surveys overlap. Neither of these cultural resources are 
eligible for the National Register. Portions of DOE, Los Alamos 
Countyr and GSA land had been previously surveyed. However, the 
length of time since these surveys and the incomplete nature of 
the documentation necessitated a resurvey of these areas. 

CULTURE HISTORY OVERVIEW 

Southwestern culture history has recently been summarized by 
Cordell (l979a, 1984); summaries focusing on the Rio Grande 
Valley have been prepared by Cordell (l979b) and Stuart and 
Gauthier (1981). The following outline briefly summarizes each 
cultural period as it is understood for the central portion of 
the Pajarito Plateau. 

I 
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Paleo-Indian Period, 10,000 B.C. to 4,000 B.C.: Characterized 
by small groups of big game hunters who may have followed game 
herds up and down the Rio Grande, with trips onto the Pajarito 
Plateau to procure obsidian and other resources. This period is 
represented on DOE land by occasional surface finds of diagnostic 
projectile points made from both local obsidian and exotic

1 unidentified chert. 

l.l r: . 
l 
I 

.. 

Archaic Period, 4,000 B.C. to A.D. 600: Characterized by t 
small groups who may have used the Pajarito Plateau for bunting 
expeditions and for seasonal exploitation of certain wild plants. 
This period is represented on DOE land as scatters of lithic 
tools, chipping debris, and diagnostic projectile points. Little 
research has been conducted for this period; it is possible that 
buried habitation sites are also present on DOE land. 

Early Developmental Period, A.D. 600 to A.D. 900: 
Characterized by settled hunter-gatherers living in semi­
subterranean pithouses and making simple pottery. Some possible 
pithouse locations and associated artifacts have been identified 
on DOE iand but identification is tenuous. 

Late Developmental Period, A.D. 900 to A.D. 1100: 
Characterized by small groups of maize horticulturalists who 
still rely to a great extent on gathered wild plants. Sites are 
typically small adobe, sometimes crude masonry, pueblo 
structures. Very few sites from this period are located on DOE 
land; most of those recorded are located close to the Rio Grande 
in the vicinity of Chaquihui Mesa and Lower Water Canyon. 

Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to A.D. 1325: Characterized by 
maize horticulturalists. Early sites are adobe and masonry 
rectangular structures and later sites are large masonry enclosed 
plaza roomblocks of over 100 rooms. Most of the ruins recorded 
on DOE land date to this time period (700 have been recorded) . 
Most researchers attribute the increase in site density to 
migration (Wendorf and Reed 1955, Cordell 1979b, Hill and 
Trierweiler 1986) but others see the increase in site numbers a 
result of local population growth (Steen 1982). 

Classic Period, A.D. 1325 to A.D. 1600: Characterized by 
intensive maize horticulturalists. Settlements on the Pajarito 
Plateau aggregated into three population clusters with outlying 
1-2 room fieldhousea. The central site cluster consists of four 
temporally overlapping sites: Navawi, Otowi, Tsankawi and 
Tsirege. Otowi and Tsirege are on DOE land. These ruins are 
ancestral to the Tewa speakers now living at San Ildefonso 
Pueblo. 

Spanish Colonial and Territorial Periods, A.D. 1600 to 1900: 
Grazing and seasonal utilization of the Plateau during this time 
by non-Indian groups is highly probable but has not been 
thoroughly documented. 
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Homesteading Period, A.D. 1890 to 1943: This was an outgrowth 
of the earlier ~documented use of the Plateau for cattle 
grazing, timber g, and farming activities. Hispanic and Anglo 
homestead era s tes are characterized by wooden cabin and corral 
structures, roc or cement cisterns, and a scattering of debris 
associated withihousehold and farming/grazing activities. 

. t Post-1943 Pe iod: lThe Los Alamos Ranch School, a school for 
boys founded by AshleY, Pond, was located at present day Los 
Alamos, New Mexico. In the 1940's, during the early stages of 
the Manhattan project~ many of the Ranch School buildings were 
appropriated fo~ use ~ the United States Government. The 
central portion~of th' Pajarito Plateau is now owned by either 
the Department of Bner;gy, Los Alamos County, San Ildefonso 

~~o:B::~Jivatelcitizens. J' 
The purpose of this survey is to c ly with federal law 

requiring such a survey be undertaken to d.etezmine if any 
cultural resources would be impacted in any way by the proposed 
project. A Lab,~atort-wide archaeological research design is 
being prepared ¥Dich will a relate all Laboratory archaeological 
inquiries to l~er s1ientific research! questions and goals. 

For the purp!ses o~ this report a •s~te• is defined as a 
location where a huauui activity has occW:red. 'l'he visible 

·indications of such ~avior may include (but not be limited to) 
bedrock mortars, game!.traps, petrogylpha, steps and roads, water­
catching devices aa ••11 aa habitations, terraces, shrines, and 
artifact scatters • l'or an artifact scatter to be defined as a 
site, the artifacts pAsent. must be indlcat.ive of purposeful 
hUJUD use of. the areat that ia, they must be present in either 
variety, quantity, ortintegrity of location to show that the area 
in which they are located is a loci of cultural activity. In 
general, all artifactJscatters are considered as sites unless 
they, by their topogra,phical situation,j have obviously been 
transported by naturai environmental forcea away from clearly 
de~ined sitea. Art.if•ct scatters that 'are associated with 
cl•arly defined siteatwill be included in deacriptions of the 
parent site. Artifact• located during survey which do not meet 
these crite~a will ~ noted and described as isolated finds. 
Lone projectile point., artifacts wash~ downslope from obvious 
nearby sitea, and p.otf.drops (potsherds ~obviously derived from the 
same vessel) have not. been recorded as sites but as "iaolated 
artifacts"· and have been reported as such in this report. 
Historic cultural resources dating prior to 1940 have been 
included u aites in this report. Evidence of human activity, 
~or example:old Laboratory roads and recent trash, have been 
noted in thia report when present but have not been considered 
cultural resources. 1 
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DESCRIPTION OF CULT RESOURCES IN SURVEYED AREA 

Thirty-two sites ar located in the surveyed area: 
of Anthropology (LA) s te numbers LA 12658, LA 21492, 
LA 70025, LA 70026, LA'86526, LA 86527, LA 86532 thro 
86543, LA 86548 through LA 86555, and LA 86603 throug 
(Maps lA-lD). Site descriptions follow in numerical 
chart listing site number, site ownership, cultural a 
OTM coordinates, and National Register eligibility is 
Table 1. f 

~ 126S8 · 

Site LA 12658 is a iame trapping pit and trail. 
on a narrow, high, saddle situated between Barranca 
Mesas. This mesa top location is situated at an elev 
2195 meters (7200 feet) in an area dominated by pinon 
woodland. ~ 

8 
. ~ . . LA 1265 , wh1ch was recorded by Steen 1n 1974, 1s 

as being a 0.8 meter by 2 meter by 2-plus meter deep 
trapping pit. A trail system which traverses from on 
the other is located in the vicinity of the pit. A b 
this trail is very narrow and up to 0.5 meters deep. 
artifacts were observed on ire site. 

Based on the documentation of other game pits on t 
Plateau, this site is of unkhown Anasazi origin. 

I 

Site LA 21492 is a sparse lithic scatter (less th 
artifacts) with one ceramic sherd. It is located jus 
dirt road on Xwage Mesa. The site area, which is loc 
meters (7180 feet), is in an area which supports a pi 
woodland. ~ 
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No 

e P jarito 
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off the 

ted at 2188 
on-juniper 

The scatter currently meJsures 30 meters north/sou h by 26 
meters east/west. Lithic materials present include o sidian, 
basalt, and chert. No diagnostic lithic artifacts we e observed. 
One Santa Fe Black-on-white \shard was noted. Based the shard 
the site probably dates to ehe Coalition Period. T s site was 
originally recorded in 197~by the Pajarito Archaeol ical 
Research Project (PARP), U . One hundred percent the 
artifacts exposed at the ti were collected. 
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Site t 
LA 12658 

LA 21492 

LA 24902/ 
!'S AR 03-
10-06-607 

LA 70025 

LA 70026 

LA 86526 

LA 86527 

LA 86532 

LA 86533 

LA 86534 

LA 86535 

LA 86536 

LA 86537 

LA 86538 

LA 86539 

LA 86540 

LA 86541 

LA 86542 

LA 86543 

LA 86548 

LA 86549 

TABLE 1 

Site Cultural 
0..,., ...... "';"" Affiliation UTM...I. 

LAC Unknown 
I 

z 13 E 385210 N 3973960 
Anasazi 

LAC Coalition z 13 E 385170 N 3972600 

USDA FS Anasazi 
1700's - I 1800's Z 13 E 382140 N 3974270 

GSA Coalition 
to Classic z 13 E 384360 N 3974940 

GSA Homestead z 13 E 384180 N 3975110 

LAC Unknown Z 13 E 385890 N 3971300 

LAC Late Coal. 
to Classic Z 13 E 386500 N 3971140 

DOE Homestead z 13 E 387990 N 3971390 

DOE Archaic & 
Coalition z 13 E 386383 N 3970668 

DOE Coalition z 13 E 386560 N 3970709 

DOE Manhattan 
/Modern z 13 E 386617 N 3970742 

LAC Coalition z 13 E 386576 N 3970858 

LAC Coalition/ 
Historic? z 13 E 386706 N 3970975 

LAC Coalition z 13 E 386805 N 3970812 

LAC Unknown z 13 E 386978 N 3970900 

DOE Unknown 
Anasazi z 13 E 386860 N 3970508 

DOE Coalition 
to Classic Z 13 E 387043 N 3970273 

DOE Manhattan 
/Modern Z 13 E 387448 N 3970744 

DOE Unknown 
Anasazi z 13 E 387723 N 3970696 

LAC Unknown z 13 E 385340 N 3972550 

I 
uJ:_lknO'":l 1 LAC 
Hl.storl.c ~ 
Pre.Anasaz' Z 13 E 383020 N 3973500 
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LA 86550 LAC Coalitiof~ 
to'Classt z 13 E 383050 N 3973380 

LA 86551 USDA FS CoalitioJ z 
• • 13 E 385920 N 3975180 

LA 86552 USDA FS coalitioy I z 13 E 385080 N 3975110 

LA 86553 GSA Homestea z 13 E 385700 N 39r4700 

LA 86554 SI Homestea· I z 13 E 392350 N 3969690 

LA 86555 SI Hozitesteab I 
& Archai~ Z 13 E 392280 N 3969650 

f 

LA 86603 DOE CoalitiCI 
I 

~ z 13 E 386715 N 3970610 

LA 86604 GSA Coal~tiCln 
t~ Clas~ic z 13 E 385060 N 3974600 

! 

LA 86605 GSA Classic 1 z 13 E 385160 N 3974660 

LA 86606 GSA Unknown' 
Anaaazi z 13 E 384200 N 3975210 

LA 86607' GSA Coalitidn I 

to Classic Z 13 E 384050 N 3975290 

SI • san Ilclefonso Pueblo, LAC • Los Alamos County, 
P.B. • Potentially Eligible 
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~ 70025 (Temporary Site Number B-18) 

Site LA 70025 consists or two one-room masonry structures 
situated on a low ridge ringer in western Cabra Canyon. The site 
is located at an elevation of 2122.4 meters (6960 feet) in an 
ecological zone of ponderosa pine with small amounts of juniper 
and scrub oak present. 

The two rubble mounds are approximately 7 meters apart and are 
composed of rough ston~ turr blocks, three or four of which 
appear roughly shaped. The western structure is slightly upslope 
and is approximately 2 meters square. Due to the extremely dense 
pine duff cover, more specific measurements could not be 
obtained. The second structure is approximately three meters 
square and has building rubble downslope to ita south. 

The artifacts at the site were found south and downslope of 
the eastern structure. They include one worked Santa Fe/Wiyo 
Black-on-white or Biscuit A bowl sherd, three additional sherds 
from one vessel {including a rim fragment and two body aherds), 
and one Ped.ernal chert flake. One of the body sherds has a thick 
and crackled slip and could be Galisteo or Biscuit. 

Based on the artifacts present, LA 70025 was occupied during 
the Late Coalition or Early Classic Periods, A.D. 1275-1400. 

LA 70026 (Temporary Site Number L-54) 

Site LA 70026 is a historic log structure of unknown function 
located in the bottom of Cabra Canyon. The site is situated at 
an elevation of 2118 meters (6950 feet) in a ponderosa pine 
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forest ecological zone. LA 70026 was recorded during a survey of 
Cabra Canyon in 1988 (Larson and McGehee n.d.). 

The structure is constructed out of a single tier of logs. 
These log "footings" indicate one complete enclosure and two 
smaller possible enclosures. A larpe rock pile is located inside 
the main enc~osure and could be tne result of a tree fall. The 
main enclosu4e is approximately 5 meters north/south by 7 meters 
east/west. '!';he entire site area me'asures approximately 16 meters 
north/south by 10 meters east/west. 

1 
The site ~s apparently historic., There were no artifacts 

associated wt"th the structure. The Historic Period 
identificati n is based on the weathered and deteriorated nature 
of the logs d the evidence of historic lumbering activities 
(cut stumps)fin the area. The logs ha~ been cut with a hand.saw 
and placed across each other. No notches were noted. No na1ls 
or nail holes were seen and the st~cture appears to have been 
construc't.ed with minimal effort. LA 70026 could have been an 
animal pen or a temporary structure associated with the nearby 
lumbering activities. 

; 

Based on the history o~ land use on the Pajarito Plateau, this 
site of poss~le Anglo/Hispanic origin probably dates to the 
Homestead Era, A.D. 1890-1943; however; it could have been built 
pre-1890. J · 

f 
' . 

~ 86526 (Temporary Site Number Ql29) 

Site LA 8~526 ~as recorded as a tu~ boulder overhang located 
on the slope~situated beneath the nort face of East Mesa. This 
site is located at an elevation o~f207 meters (6820 feet), in an 
area dominated by•ponderosa pine trees. The approximate five 
meter diameter boulder has a concave shaped eastern face which 
forms a small shelter. This overhang, which is partially 
enclosed by an east side alignment o~ stacked, non-shaped, tuff 
rocks, measures 3.5 meters by 1.5 meters. 

No arti~acts were ~ound to be in association, thus, this 
shelter is o~ unknown cultural affinity. 

LA 86527 (Temporary Site Number Q-30) 

Site LA 86527 is an enclosed rock shelter located below the 
north face of East Mesa. This area which is dominated by 
ponderosa pine trees is located at an elevation of 2066 meters 
(6780 feet). Fourteen non-shaped tuff rocks were used to enclose 
the concave northern side of a tuff boulder. The subsequent 
enclosure measured approximately 2 meters by 2 meters. 

One pot shard and one piece of chipped stone were found to be 
in association. The shard was a piece from a micaceous, smeared 
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indented, ceramic vess~ l. The piece of chipped stone was a white 
chert interior flake. Based on the presence of the sherd, this 
site is thought to dat to,the Late Coalition and/or Classic 
Anasazi Period (AD 130 • to 1600) . 

~ 86532 (Temporary S,te N'Ullll:>er Q-34) 

Site LA 86532 is the old Camp Hamilton Boy Scout camp. It 
is located on the floodpla~n directly north of the Pueblo Canyon 
drainage. At an elevationJof 1987 meters (6520 feet) above sea 
level, the vegetation is dOminated by juniper, pinon, and 
ponderosa pine trees. The site contains the foundationland some 
wall and roof remains of an approximate seven by seven meter log 
cabin style structure mortared with concrete. The foundation 
consists of stacked rock slabs. ~though deteriorated, portions 
of standing valls form a three by three meter two-room area. Two 
window openings remain within the structure; one in theiaouth 
wall of the south side rOOf and one in the vest vall!of the. . 
northern most room. Roof beams are locatecl on the ~ound w1th1n 
and near the northeast coler of the structure. A 12 meter long 
stacked masonry wall built against a dirt bank is located about 
two to three meters north upslope) o:f the cabin. OUthouse 
remnants are located sever l meters northwest of thel structure. 

Historic trash is scattered throughout a 12 meters by 12 
meters area around the cab~ site. Some observed items include: 
a car seat; brick, mortar, and wood building materials; 1 a silver 
knife blade, assorted bro~ bottle glass, and a 1944 New Mexico 
license plate :from a truck. 

The cabin vas originally constructed by a Santa F~ r~sident 
named Coomer. Mr. Coomer, who leased the land from the l'orest 
Service, conducted guided tours ("Tent Cities of the Rockies") in 
Pueblo Canyon during the early 1920's. In 1923, s. c. Hamilton 
bought the lease and improved the cabin. Mr. Hamilton vas the 
father of Ranch School student Samuel Hamilton. Upon renovation, 
the cabin vas used as a base for schoolboy outings. These 
outings, which were frequently conducted during the winter 
months, continued for tVOidecades. When the cabin became in a 
state of disrepair, some of the original timbers were used to 
construct tbe National Historic Registry Landmark shelter on 
Trinity Drive just south of Ashly Pond (Hoard 1981:47).1 

! 

Based on documented history, this Homestead era sit~ vas 
occupied from the early A.D. 1920's to A.D. 1943. 

~ 86533 (Temporary Site Number S-11) 

Site LA 86533 is a large lithic scatter extending in a 
east/vest direction. It is located south of East Road on "Town 
Site Mesa". The site area contains vegetation that is 
transitional between ponderosa pine forest and pinon-juniper 
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woodland. LA 86533 is situated at an elevation of 2149 meters 
(7050 feet) above sea level. Some erosional damage has occurred 
around the site. 

The scatter, which contains thousands of artifacts, is 
situated within an area measuring 50 meters north/south by 400 
meters east/vest. The lithic materials were primarily obsidian 
with some chert also noted. An obsidian point vas observed 
within the site boundaries (Figure 1). Typologically, it is 
typical of Late Archaic occupations, 1800 B.C. - A.D. 400 (Irvin­
Williams 1973). The point displays shallow corner notching with 
a short stem and a slightly concave base with basal flaking for 
hafting purposes. It most closely resembles the Armijo 
assemblage and falls with the range of variation for Late Archaic 
types within the Oshara Tradition (Irvin-Williams 1973). 

There is a second component that is represented by two Santa 
Fe Black-on-white sherda. Baaed on the observed projectile point 
and ceramics, the two occupation dates for this site are Late 
Archaic, 1800 s.c. to A.D. 400 and Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 
1325. 

LJL 86534 (Temporary Site Number S-7) 

Site LA 86534 is a low rubble mound with possible midden area. 
The site is located on "Town Site Mesa" north of East Road. It 
is situated at an elevation of 2149 meters (7050 feet) in ~Ul area 
with sparse or no vegetation. 

Characterized by rough alignments of shaped and unshaped tuff 
blocks, the site area measures 50 meters north/south by 44 meters 
eaat/veat. The roollbloek(s) measures approximately 18 meters 
north/south by 16 meters east/vest. 'the midden area, which 
contain• moatJ.y lithics, is located about 10 meters to the 
northwest ot the roomblock and runs in an east/vest direction. 

Artifacts observed include Santa Fe Black-on-white, indented 
corrugated, ... ared indented corrugated, Saint John's Slack-on­
Red and Wiyo Black-on-white. Santa Fe Black-on-white is the 
predominant ceramic. Lithic materials include obsidian and 
chert. one mano fragment. was found in the midden area and one 
possible floor polisher was also noted. An obsidian point tip 
vas observed. Baaed on the ceramics and masonry style, the site 
dates to the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 1325. 

~ 8C535 (Temporary Site Number S-10) 

Site LA 86535 ia a Manhattan Era trash area situated on "Town 
Site Mesa" north of East Road. It is located at an elevation of 
2143 meters (7030 feet) in an area with sparse vegetation. Noted 
were a few pinon and juniper trees. 
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The trash area measures ten meters north/south by twelve 
meters east~west. It contains about 35 cans, some of which 
probably da~e to the 1940's. Clear, white, amber, ,and qreen 
qlass shardS were noted alonq with one mother-of-pearl button and 
several nonfpueblo ceramic types. A 1946 (S) "Wheat" penny was 
found at the site. This trash area miqht have been associated 
with the former main entrance qate to Los ~amos which was 
located just east of LA 86535. Based on the artifacts and the 
known history of Los ~amos, this site was utilized durinq the 
early years of Los Alamos National Laboratory, circa 1940's to 
1950's. 

~ 86536 (Temporary Site Number S-9) 

Site LA 86536 is a masonry pueblo with approximately 8 to 10 
rooms. It is situated south of the airport on a bench directly 
above and north of a wash. The site is located at an elevation 
of 2134 meters (7000 feet) in an area that is transitional 
between ponderosa pine forest and pinon-juniper woodland. 

The one- to two-story roomblock has visible wall alignments 
and is oriented northwest/southeast. The rubble mound measures 
20 meters north/south by 20 meters east/west. Masonry liS shaped 
and unshaped tuff blocks. There is a possible kiva on !the east 
end of the site. 

! 
' 

The art~~act scatter surroundinq the mound measures i40 meters 
north/sout~by 70 meters east/west. Indented corruqated and 
smeared indented corruqated utility ware sherds are the 
predominan~pottery types. Santa Fe Black-on-white sherds are 
also presen~. One piece of unidentified bone was observed 
erodinq ou of the southern site slope. 

Lithic ebris materials included obsidian, chert, and basalt. 
One side n ched, obsidian, projectile point was observed (Fiqure 
1) . Two m o fraqments and two metate fraqments were also 
located wi in the site boundary. Baaed on the masonry style, 
ceramics, and projectile point, the site is thought to have been 
occupied in the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 1325. 

~ 86537 (Temporary Site Number S-8) 

Site LA 86537 is a sherd and lithic scatter intersected by a 
trail carved and/or worn into the tuff bedrock. The trail, which 
extends approximately 190 meters in an east/west direction, is 
located east of the airport on "Town Site Mesa". The area is 
covered with veqetation associated with the pinon-juniper 
woo~and. Site elevation is 2127 meters (6980 feet) above sea • 
level. 
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The artifacts rellocated in an area measuring 30 meters 
north/south by 19 meters east/west. Most of the shards and 
flakes are locate at the eastern end of the intersecting trail. 
Lithic materials bserved are obsidian and chert debitage. 
Ceramic types in ude Santa Fe Black-on-white, Saint John's 
Black-on-Red, indented corrugated, smeared indented corrugated 
and plain utilit ware. Based on these ceramics, the artifact 
scatter dates to he Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 1325. It is 
unknown as to wh her the trail vas in use at this time. As it 
is situated very lose to the Camp Hamilton trail head, it is 
very possible t this trail was used and possibly improved 
during the Ranch ehool period, A.D. 1920's to 1943. 

La. 86538 
i 

Site U 86538 
is locat~d on "T 
cliff f.ce and n 
occurred. in the 
(6990 feet) abov 
pinon-juniper wo 

' 
ry: Site Number S-4) 

' I 

'sa rubble mound of unshaped tuff blocks. It 
wn Site Mesa" south of a wash leading to the 
rth of Bast Road. Heavy erosional damage has 
ite area. The site elevation is 2131 meters 
sea level, and the vegetation is dominated by 

and. i 
The one- to t o-room fieldhouse measures 2.5 meters 

north/south by 3 meters east/west. Tuff blocks located three 
meters west of ttie mound may be a continuation of this structure, 
however, extenaiie erosion has severely damaged this locale. No 
true alignments are visible. The associated artifact scatter 
measures 15 mete s north/south by 15 meters east/west. 

I 

Artifacts obs rved include Santa Fe Black-on-whlte, indented 
corrugated, smea ed indented corrugated and micaceous utility 
ware shards. Ch rt was the only lithic material noted. Based on 
the ce~amics the site dates to the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 
1325. 

La. 86531 (Tempo 

Site LA 86539 
artifacts) 1ocat 
site, which is a 
situated in an a 

The scatter 
east/west. Some 
cuts through the 
artifacts near t 

ary Site Number s-3) 
I 

ia a sparse lithic scatter (less than 100 
on "Town Site Mesa" north of East Road. The 

an elevation of 2131 meters (6990 feet), is 
ea dominated by pinon-juniper woodland. 

ea measures 60 meters north/south by 20 meters 
erosional damage has occurred as a small wash 
site. There is a higher concentration of 
e center of the scatter area. 

Observed lit c materials include obsidian and1chert debris, 
with obsidian be ng the predominant material (95,). No 
diagnostic artif cts were noted. Due to this lack of diagnostic 
artifacts no dat can be assigned to this site. 
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I.&. 865.&0 S-12 A-0) 

Site LA 86540 is a s ries of four eavates located on the north 
side of Loa Alamos Cany n. Also noted was a low wall of unshaped 
tuff blocks. This wall which is located three meters to the 
south, may be the remai of a talus room(a). The site is 
situated at an elevatio of 2027 meters (6,650 feet), in an area 
that is transitional be · ponderosa pine forest and pinon-
juniper woodland. 

Cavate A is a.pprox· 
A ceiling smoke vent in 
above the ground. 

i I 
tely one meter high and two meters deep. 
orporates a natural crevice three meters 

I 
I 

Cavate B is a 'square eave located three meters to the east of 
Cavate A. It is approximately 2 meters wide by 1.8 high by 2.5 
deep. A two meter long bench is located along the rear interior. 
There are niches lintthe western and northern walla. The ceiling 
is smoke sooted. ~ oD the eastern wall is a pictograph of a snake 
(Awanyu, the PlumedJSerpent) • The figure was painted with a tan 
clayish paint on a 1 meter high plastered area. A snake 
petroglyph was also.obaerved in the aootecl ceiling plaster of the 
northwest corner. There is a low tuff block wall located in 
front (south) of the cave. 

! I 
cavate C is located 5 meters to the east of Cavate B. It 

measures 0.7 meters wide by 1.7 meters high and is 4 meters deep. 

Cavate 0 is located to the east of Cavate c. It ia 1.8 meters 
wide by 1.4 meters high by 3 meters deep. Approximately 60 
meters to the east of Cavate 0 there is another snake (Awanyu) 
petroglyph. 

Due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts, no date can be 
assigned to this site of Anasazi origin. 

LA 86541 (Temporary Site Number S-13) 

Site LA 86541 is either a small waffle garden or a two or more 
room structure. It is located slightly upslope from the Los 

.Alamos Canyon floodplain, south of the drainage. lThe site is 
Jlocatecl at an elevation of 2009 meters (6590 feet), in an area 
:which supports transitional vegetation from ponderosa pine forest 
and pinon-juniper woodland. 

The rubble area measures 6 meters north/south by 8 meters 
ea.st/west. Masonry is of roughly shaped tuff blocks. No 
artifacts were observed at the ai te. Baaed on the masonry, the 
site was occupied in the Early Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 
1200. 
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~ 86542 (Temporary Site Number S-5) 

Site LA 86542 is a Manhattan and Modern Era trash area. It is 
located on "Town Site Mesa" approximately 20 meters south of the 
Pueblo Canyon rim. The site is situated in an area dominated by 
pinon-juniper woodland at an elevation of 2112 meters (6930 
feet). 

The site area measures 15 meters north/south by 12 meters 
east/west. Artifacts consist of approximately 25 sanitary and 
cr~d seal tin cans which may date to the 1940's and 1950's. 
Many other modern steel and aluminum cans were also noted. 
Modern metal,lplastic, leather, styrofoam, cellulose, paper, and 
cardboard items are present in the immediate area. Four Biscuit 
B shards from the same vessel and one unidentified Black-on-white 
shard are located on the northern edge of the trash scatter. 
Based on the artifacts, this site has been utilized periodically 
from the 1940's to the present day. The Anasazi shards date to 
the Mi~e Classic Period, A.D. 1400 to 1500. 

~ 86543 (Temporary Site Number S-6) 

Site LA 86543 is "bathtub" like feature (possibly a game 
trapping pit) that was carved into tuff bedrock. It is located 
near the northern edge of "Town Site Mesa". The site is situated 
at an elevation of 2103 meters (6900 feet) above sea level. Area 
vegetation is dominated by pinon-juniper woodland.: 

The pit meJsures approximately 0.8 meters north)south by 1.5 
meters east/west. Due to a deposit of aeolian materials, an 
accurate depth was not ascertained. No artifacts were found in 
association, therefore, the temporal affiliation is unknown. The 
size, shape, and setting of this feature is very similar to that 
described by!Steen (1977) for eagle trapping pita. If this 
feature is some sort of game trapping pit, it would probably date 
to the Anasazi period. 

! t 
~ 86548 (Temporary Site Number B-13) 

! 

Site LA 86548 is a sparse lithic scatter (less than 100 
artifacts) located south of the dirt road on west central Kwaqe 
Mesa. The elevation is 2185 meters (7170 feet) above sea level, 
and the vegetation is dominated by pinon-juniper woodland. A 
two-track jeep trail paralleling the road runs through the center 

I 

of the oblong scatter. 

The scatter is situated in an area measuring 10 meters 
north/south and 15 meters east/west. Observed debitage includes 
interior flakes of obsidian, and white chert. Due to the lack 
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of diagnostic artifacts, the cultural and tempolal !affiliation of 
this site is unknown. j I 

~ 86549 ~ (Temporary Site Number M-45 A&B) 

Site LA 86549 is a potentially multicomponent rock alignment 
and obsidian lithic scatter. It is located near the junction of 
Barranca Mesa and Bayo Canyon. The site is situated at an 
elevation of 2207 meters (7240 feet) above sea level. Area 
vegetation is transitional between ponderosa pine forest and 
pinon-juniper woodland. ' 

Feature A is a one- to two-course high, ten meter long 
alignment of unshaped tuff rocks and boulders. IThe alignment 
runs in a NNB to ssw direction. 

Feature B is an obsidian reduction locale apparently eroding 
out of a cut bank. It is located about 15 to 2p meters south of 
the alignment on remnants of a ridge finger. This 8 by 40 meter 
locale is in a heavily disturbed area with ~ttan era trash 
situated in an excavated pit area. The pit ezc~vation appears to 
have destroyed the vast majority of the site. be remaining 
lithics are primarily thinning and/or shaping fiakes (latter 
stages of chipped stone tool manufacturing), with some interior 
flakes also noted (inteESDediate stage of reductlon). A uniface 
with a retouched edge waa also observed. Several of the lithics 
appeared to be thinning flakes detached from a blade (s) • 
A concentration of 10 to 15 possibly fire-cracked rocks were 
noted on top of and eroding out of the cut bankt These could be 
the remains of a possible feature. t 

Due to the limited accumulation of fill between some of the 
boulders, Feature A is hypothesized to be unknoWn historic. It 
may date to the Homestead era, 1900 - 1943, or be remains from 
the Manhattan era, 1940's. Based on the apparent blade 
technology, the lithic scatter is thought to befpre Anasazi 
(10,000 B.C. - A.D 600), and possibly Paleoindian (10,000 B.C. 
4,000 B.C.) I 
LA 86550 (~orary Site Number M-46) 

Site LA 86550 is a small rubble mound locate~ near the 
junction of Barranca Mesa and Bayo Canyon. It ~s situated at an 
elevation of 2220 meters (7280 feet) above sea level. The 
vegetation is transitioaal between ponderosa pine forest and 
pinon-juniper woodland. A pit excavation appea~s to extend up to 
the northern edge of the site. 

i 

The mound measures six by six meters with th~ associated 
artifact scatter extending out into a twelve by~ten meter area. 
The rubble mound is heavily covered with pine needle duff from 
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the ten to twelve ponderosa pine trees that have grown through 
the rubble. 

Approximately twenty shards were noted downslope to the north. 
They included micaceous obliterated and smeared indented utility 
ware sherds, Galisteo Black-on-white sherds, two badly weathered 
Santa Fe/Wiyo or Galisteo Black-on-white bowl sherds (one with 
indented exterior), two to three Biscuit A sherds and a possible 
Biscuit B sherd.j Three chert flakes were also located downslope 
to the north and north northwest. Based on the ceramics, this 
site appears to date to the Late Coalition and Early Classic 
Periods, A.D. 12,75~- 1400. 

I 
~ 86551 A-D (Temporary Site Number M-44 1-4) 

Site LA 86551 is a series of four cavates with talus house 
remains located along the base of the north cliff face of Rendija 
Canyon. The area is a natural amphitheater which was used as a 
firing range during the Manhattan Project. Area vegetation is 
transitional between ponderosa pine forest and pinion/juniper 
woodland. The site elevation is 2164 meters (7100 feet) above 
sea level. 

The cavates are in an approximate 15 meter area running 
east-west along the cliff base. Viga holes are present in the 
cliff face above and tuff blocks are located in front (south) of 
the cavates. The viga holes and apparent rubble suggest the 
presence of talus rooms. No artifacts were observed to be in 
direct association. 

Cavate A is approximately 2 meters wide, 3 meters long and 2.1 
meters high. There is a vent hole located just west of the 
entrance and a niche excavated into the northwest wall. There is 
a hole in the back eastern corner and a bench has been.cut along 
the back (northern) end of the cavate. I 1 

Cavate B is about 2.5 meters wide by 3 meters deep by 2.3 
meters high. A niche was cut into the back (northern) wall. 
Holes that appear to be the product of erosion are located in the 
northeastern corner. Three to seven viga holes were noted above 
this feature. 

Cavate C is 3.75 meters wide and 2.25 deep (height not given). 
There is a niche and a couple of holes in the back northeast 
corner. A petroglyph shaped as a cross was also observed on the 
interior eastern wall. · 

Cavate D is 2.5 meters wide and 2.25 meters deep (height not 
given) . A raised bench was located along the back (northern) 
wall. The walls appear to have remnants of plastering. A line, 
cut into the tuff was noted on either side of the exterior cliff 
face. 
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Based on the proximity to the LA 86552 cavates, this site is 
thought to dat~ to the Coalition Period, A.D 1100 to 1325. 

I 
~ 86552 A-M (~emporary Site Number M-40 1-13) 

I 

Site LA 8655'2 is a series of thirteen cavates with potential 
talus house rubble located along the north face of Rendija 
Canyon. These £eatures are situated along an approximately 150 
meter segment of the south facing cliff base. There are thirteen 
definite cavates and several areas that appear to be heavily 
damaged by mortar fire and/or subsequent erosion. The project 
area was used as a firing site during the Manhattan Project 
years. Site elevation is 2164 meters (7100 feet), and the 
vegetation is pinon-juniper woodland. 

The cavates are numbered in ascending order heading west along 
the cliff. LA 86552 A&B are the eastern moat cavates. They are 
largely collapsed and eroded. There is, however, remnants of a 
tan interior ceiling plaster at one locale. These cavates are 
full of coarse white sand and have some large, recent tuff 
boulders out front (south). Located downslope to the south were 
chert flakes, indented and obliterated corrugated utility ware 
shards, and a Santa Fe Black-on-white sherd with a drilled repair 
hole. Also noted was the eroded remains (cross-section) of a 
hearth. 

i.. 
LA 86552 c, which has a~ost completely collapsed, is located 

15 meters west of Cavate B. It is recognizable only by a smoke 
stained, concave patch of tuff which would have been the rear of 
the cave. The front portions of the cavate have eroded downslope 
to the south. 

LA 86552 D is situated 30 meters west of Cavate c. It is 
three meters wide, three meters deep, and two meters high. It 
exhibits plaster flooring, an eroded square niche, and a circular 
plaster floo~ feature almost concealed by fill. The ceiling is 
smoke stained. A corncob was noted at the cavate entrance. 

LA 86552 B is located 12 meters west of Cavate D. It is a 
two-room ho~glass shaped cavate. The outer room, which baa a 
sloping floor surface, is two meters wide, three meters deep and 
three meter• high. The inner room measures two by two meters and 
is three meters high. A corncob was noted in the outer room and 
there were some cont~rary graffiti. 

: ! 
LA 86552 'F is locate4 three meters west of Cavate s, It is a 

small (2 by 12 meter) cavate elevated one meter off the ground. 
Its interio~ height ia 1.5 meters. 

I 

LA 86552 :G is located six meters west of Cavate F, 
feature is elevated 1.5 meters off the ground. It is 
wide, 2 meters deep and baa a maximum interior height 
meters. Cavate G features a niche and a small amount 

This 
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flooring. There was also a stack of tuff blocks situated at the 
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entrance. ~ 

LA 86552 H is a cavate located four meters west of LA 86552 G. 
The entrance is elevated two meters off the ground. It measures 
3 meters by 3 meters and has a maximum height of 2.5 meters. 
Cavate H contains extensive smoke staining ~d numerous 
contemporary graffiti. There is a stacked tuff wall (perhaps 
historical) below the opening that facilitates entry. 

LA 86552 I is located eight meters west of Cavate H. It is a ~ 
small cavate (2 by 2 m) elevated two meters off the ground. The 
maximum interior height is 2 meters. The floor drops off steeply 
(not vertically) to the ground surface. 

LA 86552 J is located six meters west of Cavate I. This 
cavate has a large opening (1.5 m wide). It measures 3 by 3 
meters and has an interior height of 2.5 meters. A small patch 
of plaster was located on the back (northern) wall. 

LA 86552 K & L are·& pair of shallow, semicircular cavates 
located 35 meters west of Feature J. Cavate K is 3 meters wide 
and 1.5 meters deep, while L is 4 meters wide and 2 meters deep. 
MaXimum height of,K is 2 meters. Maximum height of L is 3.5 
meters. t 

LA 86552 M is iocated six meters west of Cavate L. It is a 
small and shallowlcavate (2 by 0.5 m). The maximum interior 
height is two meters. This cavate is highly eroded and appears 
to be more like an overhang than a cave. 

t Located 20 meters west of Cavate J is a dark, green slimey 
cavity with a nar;ow opening. It seemed an unlikely candidate 
for human occupation in this or any era, thus was not recorded. 
Located 30 metersiwest of J are two hiqhly eroded cavates that 
showed no signs of occupation and therefore were not recorded. 

Based on the c~ramics, Jhis site is thought to date to the 
Coalition Period,;A.D 1100 to 1325. 

LA 86!53 (Tempor~ Site Number M-39) 

Site LA 86553 ~s a wagon trail with associated historic trash. 
It is located in Rendija Canyon, on the slope north of the 
"Sportsman's Club Road". The trail ranges in elevation from 2040 
to 2080 meters (6840 to-6880 feet) above sea level. The 
vegetation is consistent with a ponderosa pine forest. 

The trail runs in a general east-west direction, and is 
approximately 200 meters long. Trail width is approximately 2.5 
to 3 meters. 
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The historical art~facts found in association with'the trail 
include sheet metal, ~scellaneous sanitary seal and condensed 
milk cans, and an enamel ware basin. Based on the observed 
artifacts, the site dates to the latter portion of historic 
anglo/hispanic homesteading era, 1920 - 1943. 

LA 86554 (Temporary Site Number S-1) 

Site LA 86554 is a historic can dump. It is located on a 
terrace south of the drainage in Los ~amos Canyon. The site is 
situated at an elevation of 1798 meters (5900 feet) in an area 
dominated by pinon-juniper woodland. 

I 

The dump is situated in an area measuring 2.8 meters 
north/south by 2 meters east/west. Most of the artifacts are 
evaporated/condensed milk cans. The remaining items were all 
sanitary seal cans. They included chewing tobacco (early 
design), and miscellaneous large cans which are similar to modern 
cans containing fruitJ This site most likely dates to the 1920's 
and/or 1930's, and would be of Anglo/Hispanic origin. 

~ 86555 (Temporary lite Number S-2) 

Site LA 86555 is atmulticomponent site containing an extensive 
lithic scatter and a small amount of historic trash. Also noted 
was an apparent mound1of basalt rubble which could be the remains 
of a one room structure. This site is located on a terrace in 
Los Al~os Canyon. It is situated at an elevation of 1835 meters 
(6020 feet) in an area dominated by pinon-juniper woodland. 

The lithic s~attertcontains obsidian and chert debris. It 
measures 60 meters northeast/southwest by 20 meters 
northwest/southe_·_aat. fOne projectile point base, identified as 
Archaic in the field, was observed. One rough alignment of 
basalt blocks was noted in the rubble. The observed historic 
trash includes CopenhAgen chewing tobacco cans and a cigar can. 

Baaed on thelpoint~baae, the lithic scatter is probably 
Archaic in origin. ~other large Archaic lithic scatter (LA 
65020) with an intrusive Anasazi field house is located about 200 
meters to the northeaat (Moore and Levine 1987) . The presence of 
historic trash suggests that the assumed basalt structure is also 
historic, dating to the 1920's and/or 1930's. ~ one room 
structures and lithica tool debris are also commonly associated 
with the Anasazi occu~ation on the Plateau, it is possible that 
there is also a compon~nt dating to this period. There were, 
however, no diagnostic artifacts located which would support this 
association. i \ 

j 
LA 86554 and LA 86555 are probably related. The historic 

artifacts suggest reuse of LA 86555 as a camp, with possible 
reuse or construction of the basalt structure. The can deposit 
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documented as LA 86554 is likely a trash dump associated with the 
historic component of LA 86555. 

i 
~ 86603 (Temporary Site Number M-47) 

Site LA 86603 is an artifact scatter located on the top of 
"Townsite" Mesa south of the old Manhattan Project guard tower. 
LA 86603 is located at an elevation of 7000 feet (2133.6 meters) 
above sea level in a Pinon-Juniper Woodland ecological zone. 
This site was recorded during a survey for the Utilities 
Restoration Project, Phase II (McGehee and Schillaci 1992) . 

The site consists of approximately 100 sherds and lithics 
distributed in two main concentrations in a 60 meter by 60 meter 
area. No associated puebloan structural remains were noted. The 
site is located on bedrock and on heavily disturbed soil. An old 
Laboratory facility (TA-26) was located on this site in the 
1940's and 1950's. This facility was demolished and part of it 
was pushed. downslope onto a bench in the canyon. It is ponsible 
that this scatter is associated with a pueblo ruin that wa11 
destroyed when TA-26 was first built. ' 

Ceramics noted within the site area include smeared indt.nted, 
ribbed corrugated, and plain non-micaceous utility wares. Santa 
Fe Black-on-white was the only decorated ware. A few oxidized 
black-on-white and utility ware aherda were noted. Lithica 
located at the site include chert, obsidian, and fine-grained 
basalt flakes. one possible ground atone artifact was recorded: 
a rounded atone of basalt. 

Based. on the ceramics present, this site dates to the 
Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to A.D. 1325. 

~ 86604 (Temporary Site Number M-48) 

Site LA 86604 is a rock structure located on the south terrace 
of Rendija Creek at an elevation of 2109.2 meters (6920 feet). 
Vegetation in the area is ponderosa pine forest and pinon-juniper 
woodland. The site ia located within a former WWII artillery 
range part of which is now the Loa Alamos Sportsmen' a Club. 

LA 86604 is a one-room structure constructed with unshaped 
tuff rUbble. The rubble area measures approximately ~ by 3 
meters. A slight mound (0.2 meters high) has been formed by the 
rubble. 

Few artifacts were noted at the site. Lithic materials 
include one Peclernal chert core recovery flake and one Pedernal 
chert interior ,flake. Ceramics noted at the site include two 
Biscuit A aherda, 'two highly micaceous plain utility ware aherds, 
and four smeared indented utility ware sherds (non-micaceous) . 
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Based on the ceramics, this site is assumed to date to the early 
Classic Period A.D. 1325 to 1450. 

LA 86605 (Temporary Site Number M-49) 

Site LA 86605 is another rock structure also located on the 
south terrace of Rendija Creek at an elevation of 2109.2 meters 
(6920 feet). Vegetation in the area is ponderosa pine forest and 
pinon-juniper woodland. The site is located to the east of LA 
86604 within the same ~I artillery range area. 

LA 86605 is a one or more room structure constructed with 
unshaped and shaped tuff blocks. The four meter by four meter 
rubble mound is approximately 0.3 meters high. One of the shaped 
tuff blocks is somewhat longer and wider than the rest (80cm by 
35cm). 

Approximately twelve to fifteen artifacts were noted. Lithics 
include interior flakes of Pedernal chert (4) and Jemez obsidian 
(1). Diagnostic ceramics include approximately eight glaze 
polychrome aherda and one glazeware aherd with a buff colored 
interior and patches of red alip on the exterior. Based on the 
ceramics, this site dates to the Classic Period, A.D. 1350 to 
1600. 

~ 8''0' (Temporary Site Number B-19) 

Site LA 86606 consists of the rubble of an apparent one-room 
structure. Located on the tip of a ridge finger in western Cabra 
canyon, the site has an elevation of 2122.4 meters (6960 feet). 
The surrounding vegetation consists primarily of ponderosa pine 
with some juniper and scrub oak present. 

The masonry is composed of unshaped tuft blocks stacked one to 
two courses high. The roomblock measures 3 meters north/south by 
3.5 meters east/west with rubble eroding downslope to the east. 
No artifacts were observe4; this is largely due to the extremely 
dense pine duff ground cover. l'or this reason, no date of 
occupation can be determined tor this site of Anasazi origin. 

~ 8''07 (Temporary Site Number B-20) 

Site.LA 86607 consists of an area of rubble which represents a 
structure of.two to four rooms. The site is located on a ridqe 
that forms the south aide of Cabra Canyon. It has an elevation 
of 2145.7 me~ers (7040 feet) and is in an ecological zone of 
ponderosa pine and scrub oak. 

The masonry consists of unshaped tuff blocks stacked one to 
two courses high. There are two straight alignments and one 
curved aliqaDent visible, as well as an apparent corner amid the 
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rUbble. The roomblock measures 5 meters north/south by 4 meters 
east/vest, and has been impacted by a contemporary hiking trail 
which runs through the northern portion of the structure. It is 
also apparent that some structural rock was removed from the 
trail. 

Artifacts at LA 86607 were scant; some may have been collected 
by passing hikers. Two indented corrugated utility ware jar 
sherds with fingerprint marks were observed, in addition to one 
basalt interior flake. Based on the pottery present, the site 
was occupied during the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100-1325. 

ISOLATED OCCURRENCES (lOs) LOCATED WITHIN THE SURVEY ADA 

All isolated oc::currenc::es were noted within the survey area and 
marked on survey maps unless the artifacts were part of a scatter 
or use area associated with a nearby ruin or ruin complex. 
Descriptions of IOs follow by geographical area. 

PUib*o CAnyon IOs (in the vicinity of the sewer plant) 

Three IOs were recorded in this area. IO PCI6 is an obsidian 
biface from a large thinning flake (l'igure 1). IO PCI8 is a 
Biscuit A sherd, an obsidian flake, and an unknown decorated 
sherd with a cream slip exterior. IO *ct9 is an assemblage of 
Coalition Period sherda and lithics erOding downslope from a 
cavate site located outside of the survey area. IO PCI9 extends 

· outside of the TA-O survey area to the west. Since this part of 
the survey area is close to the otowi Pueblo site complex, some 
of these · IOs are undoubtedly related to this occupation. 

Airport kea · IOs ("Townsite Mesa") 

One obsidian point (possible drill) was recorded in this area. 

Kwaa Mel• IOs (Western Bnd) 

Twenty-one XOs were recorded on the western end of Kwage Mesa. 

KMMil - Pedernal chert biface 
!Qfttl2 Chert reduction flake 
JOCWI3 - Obsidian point (l'igure 1) 
KMRf4·- Chart reduction flake 
KMNf5 one chert-~lake and one obsidian flake 
KMNf6 - Three Santa l'e Black-on-white eherds 
KMKt7 - Obaidian biface (Figure 1) 
KMNf8 - 1950's - 1960's shed or cabin 
KMNI9 - Six obsidian reduction flakes 
XNNflO - Chert decortication flake 
lOlWfll - Pet grave with cross 
KMKI12 - Basalt point (possibly Archaic::) (Figure 1) 
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KMW#l3 - Three obsidian thinning flakes 
KMW#l4 - One chert flakf and one obsidian flake 
KMW#lS - Chert core fragment 
KMW#l6 -·obsidian inter~or flake 
KMW#l7 - Obsidian inter or flake 
KMWI18 - Chert interior flake 
KMW#l9 - Obsidian inter1or flake 
KMW#20 Small chert fr1gment 
KMWJ21 - Obsidian interior flake 

North Mesa IOs (Ball field arLa) 

Eleven IOs were noted withln the survey area. Most of the 
ball field area has been deve oped and no sites were recorded. A 
listing of the IOs follow. 

NM#l - obsidian 
NMI2 - Two plainware s 
NMt3 - Basalt core 
NM#4 - Obsidian thinnin 
NM#S - Obsidian ·Cortex. 
NMt6 - Obsidian cortex 
NMt7 - Obsidian flake 
NMt8 - Obsidian flake 
NMt9 - One chert flake 
NMilO - Pot break: nin 
NM#ll - One chert flak 

Mortanda.d Canyon IOs 

flake 
eduction flake 
eduction flake 

d one obsidian flake 
Santa Fe Black-on-white shards 
and one obsidian flake 

No artifacts were noted w thin the immediate survey area in 
Mortandad Canyon. Smeared indented utility ware, Santa Fe Black­
on-white, Biscuit A, and micaceous utility ware shetda were noted 
outside of the project area.f Obsidian, chert, and basalt flakes 
were also noted. The•• mate~iala were eroding ~alopo ~rom 

:::::::I::c::·~:::::-RE-::~h of the survey r-r· 
National Register Eligible sltes: 

Evaluation o~ Pre-Anasazi Peliod Sites 

LA 86549 (Feature B) is jpossible Paleo-Indian/Archaic Period 
lithic scatter. Components ·f LA 86533 and 86555 are Archaic 
Period lithic scatters. Ve little is known about the Paleo­
Indian and Archaic Periods in the upper Rio Grande region . 
Furthermore, only one documeAted Paleo-Indian point fragment has 
been found on LANL/DOE land ~Steen 1977) . With further 
documentation of Paleo-Indian and Archaic Period sites, questions 
regarding the seasonality of site use, the degree of sedentism, 
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the annual collecting range, the number of distinct cultural 
groups, the dates for the introduction of cultigens, and the role 
of storage in the development of agricultural subsistence could 
be addressed. 

Eva~uation of Coa~ition Period Sites 

LA 21492, 86534, 86536, 86537, 86538, 86551, 86552, 86607, and 
a component of 86533 all date to the Coalition Period. With the 
further study of Coalition Period sites, regional questions 
relating to the level of environmental stress and/or population 
pressure during this time, and the economic and social responses 
to these stressors could be addressed. LA 86551 and 86552 are 
cavate sites which probably date to the Coalition period. Not 
much is known about the association between cavate sites and mesa 
top sites. With further study, questions relating to the 
temporal and functional aspects of cavate sites could be 
addressed. 

1 

Evaluation of Coalition-Classic Period Sites 
! 

LA 70025, 86527, 86541, 86550, 86604, and 86605 are sites 
dating troa the Coalition to Classic Perioda. With further study 
of Coalition-Classic Period sites, ~ional questions relating to 
the level of environmental stress and/or population pressure 
during ~· time, and the economic and social responses to these 
stressor• could be addressed. MOre specifically, the study of 
field hOuses can be used·to test the hypothesized relationship 
between! resource depletion, population awregation and changes in 
agricultural strategies, i.e. that the observed increase in 
Rfield housesw during the Late Coalition to Classic ia indicative 
of larger agricultural catchments. 

l 
Ev~uation of Homestead ara Sites 

l 
LA 10026, 86532, 86553, 86554, and a component of 86555 are 

Homestttad Bra aitea. Baaed on the artifacts observed at the 
sites they were occupiecl between the 1890's and 1943. Although 
few architectural structures remain at these sites, the study of 
the reaaiftin9 features and artifacts could contribute to our 
understanding of the economic, social and settlement patterns of 
a pre-wNil Anglo and Hispanic homesteads on the Pajarito Plateau. 
LA 86554 ancl 86555 could be the remains of a work camp. LA 70026 
might be an animal pen or temporary shelter. !'urther research at 
these sites could better determine their function. 

Evaluation of Sites ~itb Unknown ~~oral Associations 

LA 12568, 86526, 86539, 86540, 86543, 86548, 86606, and 
components of 86537 and 86549 are sites that could not be 

0 
~ 
.J 

• '"'• ·' ·-8 
3 
I 
(j 
.. 
3 
'1 

) 



I) 

I ,, 
Envjronment~l ~eator~tjon Proqr&m, OU 1071 McGehee~ •'. 

! : tc.y 1992 - paqe~7 
I 

assigned to a specific!cultural affiliation. LA 86526, 86539, 
and 86548 could not even be placed within the broad temporal 
categories of Unknown Anasazi or Unknown Historic. Further 
research at these sites could better determine their temporal 
associations. LA 12568 and 86543, if identified as eagle 
trapping pits, could pissibly qualify for protection under the 
American Indian Religiru1Freedom Act. 

In view of the researc potential of the 28 sites described 
above, they are eligible or potentially eligible for inclusion on 
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion "D". 

Sites Not Eligible forf th National Register: 
I 

Two sites located w~th'n the survey area are ineligible for 
inclusion on the Natiohal Register of Historic Places: LA 86535 
and 86542. !These site~ re utilized during the Manhattan Era 
(post-1943) "and are ther ore not of sufficient age to be 
eligible :for the Registe . Furthermore, the nature of the 
activities carried out at these sites is not historically 
significant. These sites have also been sufficiently recorded to 
insure that any research otential has been exhausted. 

Two sites, LA 2490J d 86603, have been previous~y declared 
ineligible. LA 24902l<F AR 03-10-06-607) is a sherd and lithic 
scatter which has be~ c llected (Mike Bremer, Espanola Ranger 
District Archaeologis~, rsonal communication). LA 86603 is a 
sherd and lithic scatter located on heavily disturbed soils and 
on bedrock. LA 86603 was declared ineligible for the National 
Register in correspondence from the SHPO to the DOE Area Manager 
on April 8, 1992. 

I I 
)J 
r 

·' i-·: 
(!. 
-~ 
,,j 

I 
u 
• 



;, ~·· .. 

' .r 

'.· 

ou 1071 

RECOMMENDATION 

HcG•h•• n U· 
~y 1992 - P•9• 28 

I 
With the exception of LA 86549, 86551 and 86552, e proposed 

site characterization activities at OU 1071 will not adversely 
affect the attributes which make the sites located w"thin ihe 
project area eligible for the National Register of H storie 
Places. Two sites, ~ 86604 and 86605, located at t e LosfAlamos 
Sportsman's Club in Rendija Canyon should be monitor din the 
event that any soil sampling is done near the firing range'berms. 
The Historic Preservation Officer (SBPO) is requested to concur 
in a "Determination of No Effect" to LA 12658, 21492, 70025, 
70026, 86526, 86527, 86532 through 86534, 86536 through 86541, 
86543, 86548 through 8~555, and 86604 through 86607. ' ; 
Furthermore, the SHPO is requested to concur in a "Determination 
of Ineligibility" for rLA 86535 and 86542. LA 24902 and 86603 
have already been declared ineligible. \ 

LA 86549, 86551 and 86552 might be adversely affected by the 
proposed site characterization activities at OU 1071 in the event 
that any unexploded ordinance is detected within the site 
boundaries. Given thelpossibi1ity that an unexploded ordinance 
could be detonated dur~ng an archaeological test excavation of 
these sites, it is not prudent to test these sites or to propose 
any mitigation measures for ER sampling activities in these 
sites. The SHPO and Advisory Council are requested to concur 
that there is no safe way to mitigate any possible adverse 
effects to these three sites and that the ER project's activities 
are in the public's best interest. Cleanup of possible 
environmental and public safety hazards, as required by current 
legislation, precludes avoidance of these sites by the BR 
project's activities. t In the event that these three sites are 
adversely affected by the proposed project activities, a damage 
assessment will be made and notification will be given to the 
land owning agency, the SHPO, and the Advisory Council so that a 
data recovery phase can be initiated. 

As a result of thia archaeological survey, this project 
complies with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as 
amended) and with Executive Order 11593. 

In compliance with the Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act of 1990, the American Indian Religious Freedom 
Act of 1978, and in following the directive provided in Federal 
Register Bulletin 38, a copy of this report is also being 
forwarded to San Ildefonao Pueblo for review of possible effects 
this project may have OA sacred and traditional places. Any 
comments received will be taken into consideration and 
incorporated into the project documentation called for by the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 
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LA'FJ.old Ho. LA 1!6551.J) 
. ~ 

LliOilTORY OF IHTHROPOLOGY, nUSEUn OF HEW nEXICO 1 
lRCH.~OLOGICU. SITE SURVEY FORn 

LA Ko. L! 8§551A-D Site Halle I oth~~ :rnst.t H-«(1-4):r.o ._ 

nxn Pzo;.t utn: z~ne....l ..l. E __ ~ ___ x _____ --4 
Legal Desc. t...J.9@S a_j@w Sec .--2,_ 4 

SM 1/tt of the NE Utt. ~~" t~ NW /1;{\~ ;'#· ~- . _!. 

Unplatted_Gzant_ ownez t Addzass USOA-FS Santa Fe National Forest 
I 

•nap Rafezencea __ _.Gu~aj~e_.Ho._un.ta._f.n _________ oataa ___ l9_84 ______ __ 

Co"ntp 1 as AJamns StateNew Hex1c;g 

tocational Desc.• Recognized Landaazks _ _J~~LLJI~~~~~~DJ~~lL~l~~ 

above Sportsman's Club. 

Site Type a A series of fony• (A) cayates •nd talus hguse rubble. 

Site Si:e• Length __________ uidth ________ __ Elevation ct of 

Topogzaphia Setting CLooatioa t Aaaess)a_j~~tb~~tJ~~~1J~m9~~ 

.base 1n royah]y east/west d1rect1on. North face of Rendfja Canyon 1n exnlosivei; 
area - bfstorfc DOD activitY aeet~ 

_azzopo,uash 
-X..baae.o:l cli:l~ 
__,;;;,bench ·~ · 
_blowout· 
___,;canroa zia 
_oave. 

· ~91iff,scazp 
~onstzioted a,n 

· ~d"n• 

flood plain' 
___ vallap bottoa 
_hill top 
_hill •lope 
_lou zi•• --=-.......... . 
_aoanta1n . 
___.t. fzont,foothill 
___ open canyon flooz. 

_plain, flat 
_plapa 
_a:idga 
-••441• 
___ ba•• tal"• slope 
_tezzace : 
othez Cspaai:lp) ______ __ 

Local Yegotatioft~--•S••~lt~h~n~·~sb~a~n~d~ye~lul~gw._nLUmems~rf~n~g~bKus~h~l~wu~•L1~bul~v~p~eur~1•c~qmwb~)~·~1u.n,: 

1Rdfag sfte ltJ•· P1DOD· Jun1oer and grasses on cliff slope, Ponderosa Pine fn ; 
canyon bottom 

Eco~otical .lonea foz••~- woodland_lL sczubland_Jl tz•••land ___ 

daaezt•crzub_ aazshland.___ othez ( speci:fp) -------------

•roa:a au•t be accoapanie4 by pbotocopp poztion o:f USGS aap •bowing t.~ 
1 .• •cale and •"•4 naae. 



I.AI'Field 

type; z:oc::kv_ gzavelly_ sandy_!. clayey_ otheJ: 

outca:o:Ps: sandstone_ shale_ ll.mestone_ basalt_ tuff__! .. 
(specify) 

uze and D~pth of Fill: See attached cavate rnaps 

_ ___;i Amount and Type of Wozk Past and Present 

..-.;.;_ .. ·:.::nOt:.:. ::...:.::known:::·=:. ""'!'. -.,.. . .::.s.:.:i t:::e:.:.s....:no=.:t...~p:=.:.re~vi:.:ou:.:::.sl~y:.....:.;re:.:c:.:o;.:.;rd:.:ed::.:.. ______________ ..;·'; :"t 

~~ ' 
~---------_.;... ___________________ ..... 
~----------------------------------------------

·~ .. ~;.',:!C.-tional. :~ntsioa: Stllte Register: status' 
· · ·:, ·on ·state. Registez: 

~ooa;·Nati.nal ,'•nd state Registcu: 
....:.;_!ecoml'!leiol'c!-c4 ·foz · K~ti.onal. lap state. on state Registe.t 
~~~co~t!lel'ldeei .foz .Kational:·arul State Register: 
·__,;.;.In' Disti·(Qt•; National ancl state 

·. '· · ... ,. ~in\:Diati'ict ;: K•tional 
< · ~~:n::,J)istiict •. State . ;:.. . ~·.~~o ... ei\iled :an~ z.~ • .,~.d 
· ·.: .. · .. · . ~i:itsuffil::ion tlv · e valua tact. potential unknown 

'.y·.=-~>. :;: .··.;·:,:.~.:~~j~-.~!:~:~t~ion,.e1191ble for Register 
. ; ·f.:~ndit.i.~~·'lite·f.<'i~~-~~,;.._;_ gca .. d_ •~ode11...L mech. 
· ::~ <van4a1i':•cl·"'~'x· :,ot.hiaz· .-·,,..;;.)'·;.a,mawtt.a..u;r;..'.u1m•DI•·-;t_.:.-·~.----------------..... 

~ . ' . . '. . . . . ; . . '. ; ' . ·:- ' :· .~. . 

. ,ilt,i;~~~ti~~~~\:~~01~ j• ;~~tn~ ta11t_ ••mate_;_ not ••Mud 
;·: ~uzvevetl·~t:o-s · Eivlf:Dw:n=tel 'Restorattng Pragr• 

)·:··~·o,~d ~~~:~'(~\~uz~ i· >~o~ia• (X t:xc:av. roz:as_ Sketch ftap...J.. Photos_x __ 

: t;oc., 'of ,r~~~· •.: i1ap:s•, PhO'tos 

.:~<~):·_:~~~:~ace,.~~~;~~ :Su~~ucfac• colle~tions: pes ___ ao_JL stzategp 

;:' :· 



· · · .·Ko •• ~ , .. , ... 1 c~•••r•nts......l.. 
. t Ear:.liest to z. .. te t) 

-~ Te•por:al Co•ponen (1) 

· · F •• t u,.. e s·._: -.l'WW:.~fEWll..IDSUI4lllL.!!2W:....Dreti!!ma!.J.!i nrus!.:.~V[.JitS!,a Jh~ou_l e!JSL!i.!!.n..!C=..!1~1!ff~w!a l!.Jl!.:·-~ 

and degree of erosion. 

Peziod Coalition Ph•••--------------
· S·i-te.· ru~ctio,n: · · Hatittatton Beet Date 11C»·J.118p-·~-~ ·~ 

.. , rr~thod .o~ Date: · I A~ti.facts observed nearb~ at cavates LA 86S_52 (A•tt) 
.. J- .·· . . :;:< ·.·. . 

,;~· ,.:~'ti'mpo.ral·:·C~aponent c 2 a 
~ •'.; • • ~ ••• '> • ' ' •• • • " • 

· ·~ -~;~. _ ·Featur:I!~~-~..-..~-..;...----------.;;:;;;;:.,;;,;;;::=:.;.... ______ ....;J>; 
' ·,_ 

~- ,:._. ·.,.··. -~-...... !'-..... ---..... ---------------------------...:...-:: ····. :··, .... · . . . . .· 

··>: .':. ,:~"1 tuz.a .. · :.,. .. _ .. -·-·· ... · ·--+------' Ph a••--------------~--

. ~t;;~ ~l,;;:.~~r:.~~· .• !l;,~:Z,i ...... _:-• •=-=:================::_·_t_D_·_t_._-_-_-_-_-_~---_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_~-~---_-_-_-_-_~;( .. :;;(1 

·.· •:;;::T~t'lltttor:Ali~ to•pone t 3) 
: )." ~;_:\.;~: \j{~ ··:_ ·_:~.- ~~:~_~:-·:~ .. - ,. ; 

.. _:~,~-\::;, r~at\&ze_ ..... _:.,·...,."·· "·" --;----..... -------------------------~,; 
. ·~:~-~·:"::·--:~ .. (;·: ; ,•. . :~ '., .: ·:·. -· 

.. {-~.f~l1tu-ze,~·'-.;.;.;_· .... _ ... · ..... _.,.,, ---=---
-· ···',;; ~;(... . _;_ 

/· ·Phas:~--_ ..... · ,~ ... -~ --------
--_ ~ ~~.--:--._~:~_?::r~~:_: -~:-~·::~- ~--. -/~~~->-- ·~ 

Peziod-----------

• 
· -:·''-s~te· rut\c'tt·o Best Date 

·;':_,- ... ;:}1.~~~~4··:::;:;:.~;'~~··:·~;:"------------ -------------" 

:\tf{}~~~-*~:.oa~~~: · T·~poaai c~.lponeni:• 
• ,, <.,.. 

:r. ~ . • ' • ....::.. ).. . ~ ' ' •. 
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... --.. ,:: .. 
. , .. 



:'. 
, .. ~., 

t·. ~ . 

;;. ' . 

;.·-. 

Published lefezenee: (Survey Report) 

Date tggz 

0 
LA 8§551 (A-~ 

• 
~ 
3 
I Institution --~I.Qa4s~A~l~·~•a9L'~Nua~t~i~0nwa~l~L~ab~o~r~a~t~o~EYL-•• ~tM~-~e._ ______________________ JJQ 

Authoz and Title EB Prgs ou 1071 Cultural Resource Survey Report 
McGehee et al. 

• 
J~ 
7 

Reaazk•'----------~S~~~~~~~T~I~~~~~AG~E~S~------------------------------

I 
----------~----------------~------------- .'l 

Fielcl aecozdez f f!t:Gehn, M, Honnoford Date 9-20-91 
Lab aecozdez _____ ._ ____________________ ___ 

Date 



n i: 
.J 

"3 
LA 86551 (A-D .l, 

COiflfENTS I 
I I A series of 4 cavates and talus house rubble along north face of 

2 
8 
3 
I 
0 
• 

used as a firin 'Site dut· in·:; .. • {t 
-·'. 

Manhattan proJect years .. ThJcavates are numbered in ascendi n·;; nrsj~r 

headina east along the cliff. These description correspond to the 

elan maps of the cavates. ·Heiaht• is maximum "ceilins" heisht. Tha 

complex is located hish above RendiJa Canyon at the base of the tyff 

cliff. Small classic-coalition field houses are located below in tne 

C§nYqn b9ttom at a distance of approximately 500 meters. Associated ;s. . . 
--~r¢ftaets:Iiicludt: Cfrom M-40. LA 86552 > Santa Fe em·~<::;n.:.·white 

sherds. Obliterated corrugated and Indented corrusated sherds. and 

chalcedonY flakes. 

Cavate A is approximately 2 meters wide, 3 long and 2.1 meters high. 

There is a vent hole located just west of the entrance and a niche 
' .. ~. . 

excavated into the northwest wall. There is a hole in the back 

eastern corner and a bench has been cut along the back (northern) ~nrl 

of the cavate. 

Cavate a is about 2.5 by 3 bY 2.3 meters hish. A niche was cut i •'to 

th! back (northfrn) wall. HJles that appear to be the product of 
r. 

erosion are located in the northeastern corner. Thre& to seven v~Jd 

holes were also noted between cavates 8 an& C. 

Cfv.,~~ C is 3.75 meters wide and 2.25 deep (heisht not given). 

is a niche and a couple of holes in the back northeast corner. 

eetroslyph shaped as a cross\ was also observed on the interior 

eastern wall. 

Thar·~ 

·' ~· 
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i~e~l~d~N~b~.~~~LA~~-6~55~2~(~A-~~~~·.;~ 

I . 
' . 

LABORATORY OF ANTHROPOLOGY, MUSEUM OF NEW M 
ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE SURVEY FORM 

LA Mo. I A 8655$-MSi te Name _______ _ 

' § 
l 
{j mm P~oj .t urn= Zone_) _l E _____ _ 

----~ • s 
Lf 

c: ."' Legal Desc. T.J.9 ~.IS RJ (!i'W Sec ._g__ 
SW & SE1~4 of the NE 1/4 of the Nti 1~4 

Unplatted_Gtant_ ownet t Addzess USDA-FS Santa Fe National J:"orest 

•Hap Refe~ence: Guaie Mountain Date: 1984 ; scale: 1:24,000 

county Los Alamos 
\ 2~9 meters~ , 

State New Mexico Heazest Hamed Dz:ainlge rendf.Ja Canvon ~ .. 

~ocationa~ Desc.: Recognized tandmazks v hoo 1n ran e in Rendi.ia Canvon-..,. 

Site Type:_g~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~b~l~e~J------~~~ 
Site Si::e• Length Wiclth Elevation ·• )f reetJ 711JO[rne 

hpoguphio Setting I Location t Ao•u••' Aoow1mateh 15, metrs alonq -;;;;f 
·.base in a· rpU9hlv eosttwest direction. Sityated on the south facing cliff base. ·· , , 

. ..:.._azroyoll"wash 
··· .J._base · of clif:f 
~benCh• 
;.,:__blowout 

· _canyon zia 
;.,__cave 

:, _cli:ff.tsccu:p 
·,: _const~ic:tad cvn 
'' '..,;__th.&ne 

flood plainll" 
_vallev botto• 
_hill top 
_hill slope 
_lov zise 
-•e•e 
-•o"ntain 
___ at. fzont~foothill 
___ open canyon :flooz 

_plAin/flat 
_playa 
_z:iclge 
_saddle 1 
_baseftalus slope 
_tezzace 
othez (specifyJ___. _____ ____ 

· Local vegetation lei non. Juniper. grasses, salt brush 

·Ecological Zone: fozes-t_ woodland....!. scz"bland,..L grassland_ 

deseztscz"b- aaz:shlan4_ othez Cspeci:fy) 

•Foza •ust be acco•poniecl bv photocopv poztion of USGS map shouing r .• 

' ' > 

R. • scale ancl quad naae. :1 

i 



Ll.IField Mo. I A 86552 

-::.. ; 1-
:;;,_s-c:._il Trpe•- ~ockr_ gxavellr_ sand_r_!_ c:larer_ othe~ 

: . {-~'~o~al. o~tGz:ops: sandstone_ shale...._ limestone__;,: ~asalt_ 
···':_ot~ex:·(spa'ct!rJ 1 

Coarse \llhtte sand 
-~ ·-:?·;·:' ;. ·' 

. : -, :;-~jca_tu~e -~cf 'Depth. of P'ill: .. >:.· ·<t\>' . . . ' . : .,. : :-
I 

: "'l.zi=h~, sta~~.: ·!- ... • • • ,r • •• , 
Aaount and 'l'ppe of Wozk Past and Pzes~nt -----.,;--.;...;;;.;;.;;;.;;...:..,:~ 

statuss 
. • 1-

- I • 

<{·~·." _: .:·: ',; w.' .:::• ._.:.-;: ', ."> .•-" ;• • • ~:~~~:·; ~-:·. • ;~ ' ' • • '•· ····';_ ' 

! 
i 
l 

letistez: 

.·_ --·. ·.- · :· ·• C'_;~svzv.:~- 'roi:as-'·~:-x:,axoaq·~·-r•~••....:: sketcb 

. . . . f~ ~~~ .. -.!~~:· ·.~*"'_··.·-· _.-.;;.:' · ... ··--·-· ··_-&_·._ ... ·-· ._. _-·------------i~----­
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COHHENTS 

and Aroded. ,There i\s, however. remnants of a tan interior ceilinG 
, I 

plaster at one locale. These cavates are full of coarse white sand 

nd have o a e I recent tuff boulder out front south). Located 

downslo e tolthe sou h were chalcedon indented and 

obliterated Jorrusat d utilitY ware sherds, and a Santa Fe Black-on­

white sherd Jith a drilled repair hole. Also noted was the eroded 
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LA 86552 (A-If) 3 

L~ 86552 E is located l~ me~er~ west of Cava~e D. It is a two-room 

hourglass shaped cavate. The outer rocm. which has a sloping floor 

surface. is two meters ~ide. three deep and three meters hish. The 
I 

inner room measures two bv two me~ers and i~ three meters hish. A 

corncob was noted in the out~r room and there were some contemporary 

eetroslyphs. 

LA 86552 F is located 3 meters west of Cavate g, It is a small (2 bt 

2 meter) cavate elevated 1 meter off the ~round. Its interior height 

is 1. 5 meters. 

LA 86552 G is located 6 meters west of Cavate F. This feature is 

• ,., 

'i 

elevated 1.5 meters off the around. It is two meters wide. two meter§ 

deep and has 8 maximum interior heiQht of 2.5 meters. Cavate G 

features 8 niche and a small amount of olaster flooripa. There was 

also a stack of tuff blocks situated at the entrance. 

LA 86552 H is a cavate located four meters west of LA 86552 G. The 

entrance is 
I 

eleyated two meters off the ground. It measyres 3 meters 

Cavate H containf j by 3 meters and has a maximum heiaht ~f 2.5 m~ters. 
an extensive smoke staining and numerous contemporary petroslYphs. 

There is stacked tuff !wall (oerhaps historical) below the opening that 

facilitates entry. 1-

LA 86552 I is located~ 8 meters west of cavate H. I~ is a small cayate 

2 meters off the r0und. interior 

meters. he floor droos off stee 
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• 
? 

bA 86552 J i§'located six meters west of Cavateli. This ~avase has a~ 
1.5 m wide It measures three b three meters and ha 

an interior heisht of 2.5 meters. A small pate~ of wall was located • 
, L 

o~n_t~h~e~b~a~c~k~(~n~o~r~t~b~e~r~n~)~w~a~l~lu·--------------------------~---....---------0 

LA 86552 K & L are a pair of shallow, semicircular cavates located 35 

meters west of Feature J. Cavate K is 3 meters wide and 1.5 meters 
' 

deep. while L is 4 meters wide and 2 meters deep. Maxi~um heisht of 

K is 2 meter,. while L. is 3.5 meters. 

LA 86552 M is located six meters west of Cavate L. It Js a small and 

shallow eavate (2 by 0.5 m). The maximum interior heisht is 2 meters. 

This cavate is hishlY eroded and appears to be more like a overhans 

than a cave 

Located 20 metets west of Cavate J is a dark. slimY cavitY with a 

narrow openins.l It seemed an unlikelY candidate for human occupation 
l ' in this or any erae thus was not recorded. Located 30 meters west of 

J are two highli eroded eavates that showed no sians of occupation. 

thus were not rLcorded. 

PHQTOS I 
12. PHOTOS TAKEN 

t 
L,.YES _NO DATE: __ 9~--2~0~--9~1~-----....---------

ROLL:~ FRAHE:-1_ DIRECTION:~ DESCRIPTION=-M~--4~0~A~&~B--__, _________ _ 

ROLL: U§. F~ :L.!_ DIRECTION: .l:L DESCRIPTION: -M~-..;4;:;.,:0~A:.:&:.:B ________ _ 

ROLL:U§. ±•..!L DIRECTION:~ DESCRIPTION•-M--_4:..;::0~A&:=.:B=------­
ROLL: w. FRTE: 6 DIRECTION: N DESCRIPTION: M-40 c 

ROLL:llJ! F~:...z._ DIRECTION: NE OESCRIPTION:...:M..r..-.-4:o;,:Oo...:.C _____ _ 
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ROLL: 1.n FRAt£: A DIRECTION: .l!S, DESCRIPTION: ....:M~-...;;:4~0-!r~~----~ 
ROLL: !41. FRAME:~ DIRECTION:_x OESCRIPTION:....:M..~.-..;;4~0-0~..;,~-----~ 

0 ROLL.:~ .FRN£: ..1z. DIRE,TION: .J:L DESCRIPTION: ....:M..~.-....-4~0~0---!ol _____ ' _ 

ROLL=!ll FRN£: 38 OIREfiON:_!:U:!. DESCRIPTION: Rend!(ia kanxon I 
ROLL:W. FRAt£:~ DIRECTION:~ DESCRIPTION:...~..~.~~---4-----

ROLL: W. FRHE: ~ DIRECTION:~ OESCRIPTION:...~..~.~~--1:------

ROLL :lU, 'FRAME:..!.. DIRECTION: _t!S. OESCRIPTION:...~.~.~:..;a---f~---­

~:W, FfWE:_L, DIRECTION:.Ji_ OESCRIPTION:....:M~-...;;1.¥~-+-----­

Rt)u::ta, ;FRME: ..L. OIRECTION:.JL OESCRIPTtON:-w.~"'"""'-+-----. T , 
AOLL.;.m:•FRAI£: .....U. DIRECTION:_& OESCRIPTION:..w..~.,...-+-----

.. ,, 

. m~:-,iJ~:_a DIRECTION:~ OESCRIPTION:....:..~..~..:r--+o-----
fU..L :FRN£:_1.§. DIRECTION:J& DESCRIPTION: Slim~ sJee hole btw: ·:·:; 

cavat.es 1J & K 
ROLL. .. FRNtE: ....1£ -DIRECTION:_& OESCRIPTION:....:M~-...;;:4:zO....:K~.;..l-----

ROLL· . : ..lZ; DIRECTION:...& DESCRIPTION:....:M...,.-....;;;o~4..,0....lb __ , -----
.. , 

ROLL )F,JWE: ..1§. DIRECTION: ..J& .O£SCR_IP'I'ION:...:.M.L.-._40;z...:.,M::-.. ____ _ 

aoLt.: ~:_a DIRECTION:J& DESCRIPTION: M-40 po§~ible eroded;~~··., 
. ,cavate . btw • cava tea L & M .,. 

ROLL . ·· FfWI!:..i2, .Q·71IRE~c-rTION:..J!tE_ DESCRIPTION: M-40 two. possible 
eroded cavates btw. cavates J & K 
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