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CONTRACTOROCCUPANCYOFTHEAREASOUTBOFTHEA~~ 
BETWEEN S.R. 502 AND THE RIM OF DP CANYON, CIRCA 1947-1950 

I personally remember that the subject area was occupied by construction contractors in 194 7 
until the early 1950's. There were timekeeping and dispatching offices where craftsmen 
reported for work, material storage sheds, parking areas for heavy equipment and vehicles, 
aggregate stockpiles, etc. As I remember, all the construction was temporary in design and set 
on mud sills, not on concrete piers or foundations. Both electric power and domestic water were 
available in the area by late 1946. 

About 1951 the ABC decided that the area was an eyesore and made the contractors move to the 
south side of East Jemez Road and cleanup the space that they had vacated south of the airstrip. 

Three of the contractors that were in the subject area were Lowdermilk, a contractor who 
specialized in excavation and highway construction; Grinnell, a mechanical contractor who 
specialized in installing fire suppression sprinkler systems; and Ridgeway and Reed, a general 
contractor. There were probably a few more contractors in the art:a but their names can't be 
recalled at this time. 

In the course of the walk through the area that I took with you last week, you pointed out an 
excavation in the tuff and a round steel lid or tank cover at ground elevation that you had 
discovered. It is my opinion that both .of these are abandoned septic tanks. 

I returned the next day and took photographs. The rectangular hole in the tuff is interesting 
because of the machine made marks in the tuff. See photographs numbered 1, 2, and 3. I 
showed these photographs to the JCI Area Maintenance Sup~rvisor. It is his opinion that the 
machine marks in the tuff are drill holes, probably made by a wagon drill. He doesn't think that 
the holes were made by a jackhammer drill held by hand because they are all too vertical and 
too regularly spaced. I agree with this opinion. Any machine marks, such as a ditching 
machine would make, would be sloped because the machine would be moving. The hole was 
evidently outlined on all four sides with drill holes and then excavated by hand using pavement 
breakers. This is an unusual way to excavate a rectangular hole but it was certainly possible to 
do it this way, it produced neat vertical walls and a contractor such as Lowdermilk, would have 
had a wagon drill. The tank has a 4" vitrified clay pipe effluent line. I couldn't fmd an influent 
line but I'm confident that one exists a few feet back from the tank. 

I cleaned the earth from the round steel tank cover and pried it up until I could determine that it 
did cover a steel tank about 4'-0'' in diameter and buried vertically. I didn't remove the cover. 
See photograph number 4. I understand that you did remove the cover and that the tank has an 
inlet and outlet near the top, is about 8'0" deep and has small curved steel baffles near the inlet 
and outlet and a steel baffle near the outlet that extends from the elevation of the outlet flowline 



.. 

down to a few inches from the bottom of the tank. This describes a type of commercially 
fabricated steel septic tank available in 1947 and today. 

I confumed my personal recollections and got additional information on the contractors that 
were using the subject area and the utilities that were available in that area in 1947 by 
interviewing the following people: 

Telephone Interview 
Heruy Peabody, Retired, Zia Co. Field Engineer 
Jack Konrad, Retired, LASL Group Eng-4 

Personal Interview 

Distribution: 

John Stump, JCI Utilities Section 
Mel Smithour, JCI Utilities Section 
Manny L'esperance, JCI, Supervisor Area Maintenance, Roads and Grounds 
Section 
Felix Day, Retired, Superintendent, The Zia Company Mechanical Section 

Garry Allen. CST-18, MS E525 


