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ame full plate as Mr. Mar-
' Sena said, referring to his
offices in-the school dlsmct
lty Council. :

a, in an interview after closed-

board: session Tuesday, said
idn't know who Martines had -

nd to replace him but she was
og fast to her deciswq on pnn-

] become very pohtxcal," she
“It's ot -the good: old boy sys-
f we let Mr. Martinez make his
mtment. Politics - and | kids,
*s.n0 room for them both.” )
body gave her concrete rea-

why Martinez shouldn’t be’
red tQ; select his successor like.

did "six’ years™ ago, ‘ghe'said.

Sald _the board had:no other
e but to ai:cept applu:atlons
1 the community after

ast year because. Tippett didn’t '

mmend a replacement;
na also notes: that Martma

leftmhmfourthterm,ran'

;posed in the last two elections.
‘ anyone lmows the time com-
aent. this. office takes, n.s Mr.
tinez,” she said. . .
tzenberg made a motion for an
1 pocesy; bift'the ‘motion died
iout  support” from" Sena “or

eekAnother ':Term

mgln df tl:e oounty janbut sald
sanding: 1, such as cansoli-
B ,amd cfty E911 dis-
.hers, fieed attention SRS
fhe sheriff:can’t be a follower,
to be a leader;and to be &  leader
to have & real good relationship
b the County! Commission,” Vil-
28 said. “The sheriff has a lot of

ver-in tenns of dnmg posrtive :

lg& .
b candldatu ~fof county races--
st File" with-the ‘Coiinty- Clerk's .

xee onthe same day — the third

in-March, Candidatés_for. .
N ber “general electidn are -

ermined in the primary election
‘the ﬁxfstv'mesday in June, .

ox’/

jNew Mexico Natlonal Quard Sg!

ISON/JOURNAL

'y : : ul Lopez dur-
' JOURNAL NORTH m exercises near Santa Fe. Then WEDNESD AY, SEPI‘EMBER 5 200] ovo-

And even the deployment's
scheduled seven-month duration .
is indefinite. “It depends on the
nature of the mission,” Gregory
said. “Could be longer, maybe-
shorter.”

Ac1d Canyon Cleanup To Begm This Week

"LANL Workers Wﬂl

»Begm Removmg Dll‘t

"By JENNIFER McKeE
,}bunmlSunghnw o

Despite ‘deep projected budget
cuts, the cleanup of Acid Canyon, a
Los Alamos County park freckled
with pockets’of, plutonium, begins

this ‘week, although some say the .

gavernment’s plan dnesnt go far
enough. .

- Los Alamos National Lﬂboratory '

workers will start sucking- up the
pockets eontaimng plutomum with

a truckmounted vacuum’ cleaner’

this week, said lab spokesman

.James Rickman,'and the entire

cleanup should be done by the end

" of thé month. .

_ Lab workers intend to clean up,_
-only thase pockets’ with an average -
radmtlm of--more than 280 pic-

ocuries per hour. A picocurie is a

measurement of radioactivity. The .
. vacuum will suck up not only the

oontannnated dirt but also any dust
the operanon kicks up: All told, the

lab expects to. remove up to 300
cubic yardsofsmlandsedlment alI

DA; Appomtment

- Has Hampered Probe

of _whxch ‘wili be packed in waste
containers and disposed at the lab’s

low-level radioactive waste dump.

Acid Canyon, now a nature park

‘with hiking trails and"an intermit-

tent stream, was the recexvmg end

--of a lab dlscharge pipe from 1944
uiitil . the ‘mid-1960s.- Lab " crews
. cleaned radiation off the canyon

sides before the land was opened to
the public.

Four years ago, a group of New
Mexico Environment Department
scientists tested dirt in the canyon
bottom and found several “hot

. spots” with plutomum at levels sev-

eral thousand times greater than

they expected, Since then, the Envi-
ronment Department, the Depart-
ment of Edergy and the lab have
studied the canyon in greater detail.

Government scientists said in
April thas the park is not a health
hazard but added they want to clean
the place up justin case. Steve Yan-
icak, of-the Envu-onment Depart-

ment's DOE Oversight Bureau, said .
the park’s plutonium was an “unac- )

ceptable risk,” and also wanted the
place cleaned up. -

budget for next fiscal year which

blic Dofender Kept on Taos

.allowing a suspect representation

by the public defender before any.

criminal charges are filed.
V:g:l‘s wife of six weeks, Nicole
Medma, 18, was fuund dead in then_x:

cut environmental funding in half
and stalled Acid Canyon cleanup.

Local DOE marnagers said in May
they were hoping to scrape togeth-
er enough money to deal with the
park this fiscal year. '

That's what happeped, said Jude
McCartin of Sen. Jeff Bingaman's
office. Bingaman, D-N.M,, was try-
ing to get $2 million speclﬁcally for
the cleanup in this year's Energy
and ‘Water Bill; which funds the
Energy Department. His plan dida’t
survive the Senate, but in the mean-
time, she said, Los Alamos officials’
decided to spend $1.2 million they
already had to fund the cleanup.

“As long as it gets done, that’s
what ..we’re concerned - about,”
McCartin said.

- According ‘u Jori Arends of Con-
cerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety
in Santa Fe, the government’s
cleanup plan doesn't do enaugh.

Arends questioned why the.lab
plan would leave 280 picocuries of
plutonium in the. park. She said
another Umverslty of Califarnia lab
fouled land that is now a park in Cal-

. ifornia. Lab officials there clean up-
Both sides were stuck however, -
with the Bush adnumstranon 8 DOE.

the park whenever they find pluto-

nium at concentrations as lowas 2.5 .

‘picocuries, 100 times more strict

quesuons of mdxgency. Nelson
said.

Maestas said the new law extends
indigent suspects’ rights under the

Fifth and Sixth amendments to rep-

w meine ba ahaveac haing

than Acid Canyon, Arends said.

“Why is there a double standard?”
she said. “The University of Cali-
fornia made the mess in both
places.”

She also questioned the lab’s rie’
analysis, which puts the odds of oix
excess cancert atiributable to pluto-
nium at 280 picocuries at one in
100,000. According to Kirby Olson,
a risk assessor with the state Envi-
ronment Department, a persos
would have to spend 1,200 hours in
the canyon even to gamble with

_those weak odds.

“I felt those numbers were ade-
quate to protect children in the
canyon,” Olson said. :

Arends thinks otherwise. She

thinks a child sitting on 280 pic-

ocuries would stand a greater risk
of gettmg cancer than someone

_ merely in the canyon.

“A child never sits down in, theu'
analysis,” s, e said, “That’s not x:eal
lty ” ~
"Arends thinks the lab should sﬁ
and wait to see if the agency . ggts
money in this ysar’s budget to clean
up the park more intensely. -. .-

“We're glad they want to do this
cleanup,” Arends said. “But they
‘should wait.”

Case:

gos has not pursued the mvesuga-
tion aggressively.

“Tt seems to us that he is draggmg
his feet,” Nicole Medina's myther,
Shawn Medina, said Tuesday. =

Tamall eaid evidence available at

-~
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