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SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF RCRA FACILITY INVESTIGATION REPORT FOR 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UNIT 00-030(g) 
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY EPA ID #: NM0890010515 
TASK#: HWB-LANL-01-003 

Dear Mr. Nanos and Mr. Gregory: 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) received the United States Department of 
Energy and Los Alamos National Laboratory (the Permittees) report entitled "RFI Report for 
SWMU 0-030(g)" February 2001 (referenced by LA-UR-00-5378 and ER20000647). 
Subsequent to the review of the report, NMED sent a request for supplemental information (RSI) 
on July 3, 2002 and received the Permittees response to the RSI (dated August 7, 2002 and 
referenced by ER2002-0519) and a supplemental response to the RSI (dated January 16, 2003 
and ~eferenced by ER2003-0039). NMED has reviewed the above-mentioned documents and 
hereby approves them. NMED concurs with the Permittees that the site does not pose 
unacceptable risk to human health or the environment, but does not concur with the 
recommendation for no further action (NF A) at this site at this time. 

Our disagreement with the proposed NF A follows the position outlined in a letter dated 
December 9, 2002 regarding contaminant releases from solid waste management units (SWMU) 
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and areas of concern to canyon systems. Until the contaminant releases downstream of SWMU 
00-030(g) have been characterized and any risks mitigated, NMED cannot concur with the NFA 
recommendation. 

It should be noted that Permittees evaluated radionuclides based on dose pursuant to DOE 
Orders, 5400.5 and 435.1; however, NMED requires that radionuclides be assessed for risk based 
on the radionuclide carcinogenic slope factors, as recommended in both the OSWER Directive 
9200.4-31P (EPA 540/R/99/006, December 1999 document) and the accompanying cover memo 
for that directive, not on the comparison to annual dose guidelines. NMED maintains that it has 
the authority to regulate radioactive wastes, other than source, special nuclear and byproduct 
material as narrowly defined in the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, and to require the monitoring 
and reporting of radionuclides as necessary to properly regulate non-exempt wastes. 

If you have any questions, please contact Neelam Dhawan at (505) 428-2540. 

Sincerely, 

LANL Corrective Action Project Leader 
Permits Management Program 
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cc: J. Bearzi, NMED HWB 
N. Dhawan, NMED HWB 
J. Davis, NMED SWQB 
J. Parker, NMED DOE OB 
S. Y anicak, NMED DOE OB, MS 1993 
L. King, EPA 6PD-N 
J. Vozella, DOE LAAO, MS A316 
B. Ramsey, LANL RRES-DO MS J591 
D. Stavert, LANL RRES-DO, MS J591 

' N. Quintana, LANL RRES-ER, MS M992 
D. }.fclnroy, LANL RRES-ER, MS M992 
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