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OFFICE MEMORANDUM &4/

DATE: December 12, 1973

ey

Allen Valentine, H=!

—~
o T

.

C. D. Blackwell, Alt. Leader, General Monitoring Section, H=-l 'y

—

AEMOVAL CF STRUCTURES AT TA=-26 (D-SITE VAULT) ARt ‘

J
) L ) ;
H-1 ;aj ! .

A thorough search of Group H-l and Eng-3 files Failed to turn uz a

copy of the clearance by H-1 after the removal of the subject structure,
All nemos conczerning recommendations for removal of the struckture are
available in the files. Since there is no readily available doszumens.
tation of skructure removal, an attempt™wlll be made to documen: this
reroval Trom available records and from the memory of personnel invoclved,

The monitoring results from surveys made prior to demolition listed the
highest levels of contamination (uranium). The shelving was resmovad to
the coptaminated burial grounds. Drain lines and sumps wera fasnd.
contaminated and were also moved to the burial grounds a: Area "C“,
sdlong With dUSY WOtk from the building. The sanitary septic tans may
have been removed or it may still be in the gqround and back-fil.2d wWith
dirt as I can't recall the actual removal, and either of the methods
were acceptable at the time as there was no reason for it to bezsne
contaminated.

The highest counts found on the bulldings proper were 5,000 d/m algha.
The floors had been covared with Amor-coat paint and much of this zzint
was removed in a search for hidden spots of radicactiwvity, Aftar this
period of time, it is impossible to remember exact levels of cc
tion remaining on the floors after paint removal and damp mopping
area to remove all loose contamination. However, a guess would he that
-the levels on the concrete before breakup would not have excgeded 122
d/m.  The concrete was broken up with a headache ball and tha riobla
Wwas pushed over the cliff side to lzdge on a shelf half-way dowm %he
cliff. When all rubble had been pushed over the side, soil was alsa
pushed over in an adequate amount to cover the rubble %o a minimum
depth of three feoet., It is possible that bacause of eresion, this

depth may have been reduced,.

At the time this operation was carried out, it was acceptable to dispos2
of low~level material in what was consldered as inaccessible arsas,
provided it was sufficiently covered with soil., This operation is wery
similar to the disposal of Lreoken concrete in Bailey Canvon in old 7A-1l.
After the concrete had been reduced %o rubble, it's very doubtfuel if

any alpha count could have been detected sing the standard portable
survey instruments:. The levels are certainly lower than that found on

many rock samples (natural appearing activity) found in this mountalnous
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