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memorandu m
DATE: September 10, 2004, 2004

REPLY T O
ATTN OF : EM:5DG-007

SUBJECT : No further action approval (NFA) for Areas of Concern (AOCs) 0-004, 0-029(a,, b, c), 0-030(b), 0-
030(1) and 0-033(b)

4o: David Mclnroy, RRES-RS, LANL, MS-M992

	

' A ,

The Department of Energy (DOE) Los Alamos Site Office (LASO) has reviewed the
September 2003 VCA Completion Report for PRSs 0-030(b)-00, 0-030(a),
0-029(a, b, c), 0-010-(a,b), and 0-033(a) and Interim Action for PRS 21-021 (LA-
UR-03-4326; ER2003-0445) . DOE agrees with the findings of this report and it i s
our position that additional environmental restoration activities at these sites
(including the portion of PRS 21-021 which has undergone interim action) are not
warranted .

1'I

	

+I ,

As the Administrative Authority for AOCs 0-029(a, b, c) and four of the five sites
comprising Consolidated Unit 0-030(b)-00 (0-004, 0-030(b), 0-030(1) and 0-033(b)) ,

4P

	

DOE approves the recommendation for NFA at these sites under NFA Criterion 5 and .
requests that RRES-RS prepare close-out files for these seven AOCs . NFA Criterion 5
requires that the site has been characterized or remediated in accordance with
applicable state and/or federal regulations, and the available data indicate that residual
contamination at these sites does not pose an unacceptable risk to human health or th e
environment under current and projected future residential land use .

POE previously approved NFA for AOC 0-010(a) on September 30, 1997 under NFA
Criterion 2 (the site was clever used for the management of RCRA solid or hazardous
wastes and/or constituents) . AOC 0-010(a) was initially identified during a preliminar y
review of aerial photographs taken in the mid 1940s . The photographs appeared to
indicate that a drum storage area and several trenches were located at this site .
However, a more thorough photometric analysis revealed that the items thought to be
drums were in fact lows of stockpiled supplies rather than waste awaiting disposal . A
former Zia Co. employee identified the materials depicted in the photos as canisters o f
roofing asphalt and roofing coal tar pitch .

DOE previously approved NFA for AOC 0-010(b) on September 15, 1998 under NFA
Criterion 1 (the site does not exist) .

Solid Waste Management Units 0-030(a), 0-030(m) [the fifth site comprisin g
Consolidated Unit 0-030(b)-00], and 0-033(a) are under the administrative authority of
the New Mexico Environment Department and were approved for NFA on	 Tune21,
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#nited
Slates Government

	

Department of Energy
National Nuclear Security Administratio n

Los Alamos Site Office
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

By
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David Mclnroy
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2004 (see attached letter) . DOE requests that RRES-RS prepare close-out files fo r
these three sites as well .

Attachment

cc :
T. Harmeson, OOM, LASO
D. Gregory, EM, LASO
H. LeDoux, OPM, LAS O
C. Begay, OFO, LASO
L. Nonno, LANL RRES-ECR, MS-M99 2
T. Rust, LANL RRES-ECR, MS-M992

David R. Gregory
Federal Project Director



BILL RICHARDSON
GOVERNOR

ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
Hazardous. Waste Bureau

2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building I
Santa Fe, New Mexico 8 75 05-63 03

Telephone (505) 428-2500

Fax (505) 428-2567
wwwnmenv. siate. finUS

RON CURRY
SECRETOR Y

DERRITH WATCHMAN-MOOR E
DEPUTY SECRCTAR Y

CER1JgED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTE D

June 21, 200 4

David Gregory, Federal Project Director

	

G. Pete Nanos, Director
Los Alamos Site Office

	

Los Alamos National Laboratory
Department of Energy

	

P.O. Box 1663, Mail Stop MOO
528 35 th Street, Mail Stop A316

	

Los Alamos, NM 87545
Los Alamos, NM 87544

RE: APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATION S
COMPLETION REPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY CORRECTIVE ACTION AT
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UNITS (SWMUs) 0-030(1), .
0-033(a), AND 0-030(a) AND AOCs 0-004, 0-010(b), 0 ; 033(b), AND O-029(a,b,c)
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY (LANL), EPA ID t/NM089001051 5
HWB-LANL-03-013

Dear Mr.Gregory and Mr . Nanos :

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is in receipt of the Response to the NOD for
the Completion Report for the Voluntary Corrective Action at SWMUs 0-030(1), 0-033(a), and 0-
030(a) and AOCs 0-004, 0-010(b), 0-033(b), and 0-029(a,b,c) . The response is dated April 27 ,
2004 and is referenced by ER2004-0225 . The response also included the Department of Energy
and the University of California's (collectively the "Pet-mimes") response to a separate set of
comments regarding work associated with land transfer tract A-8 and addresses SWMUs 0-
030(b,m), 21-021, and AOC 0-010(a) . NMED has reviewed this document and , hereby approve s
the repon and the responses to its comments with the following modifications:

• The Permittees acknowledge that additional samples will be collected at AOC 0-
004 at sample location 00-04423 . However, the Permittees incorrectly identified
the sample location. NMED's original comment refers to sample location 00 -



Mr. David Gregory and Mr . G. Pete Nanos
June 21, 2004
Page 2

04223 at the southeast corner of the site (see Figure 2 .4-4 of the VCA Completion
Report). This location has the highest DDT detection . The Permittees shall
resample at location 00-04223 .

• The Permittees assert that I\rMED agreed that SWMU 0-033(a) was "complete "
and that the site did not need to be included in the ecological risk screenin g
assessment for the nearby sites . NMED did not agree to this . NMED agreed that
the site had been cleaned up under another authority and that no further action i s
necessary. The Permittees must revise their response accgrdingly .
For AOC 0-029(c), the Permittees admit that there were QA/QC problems with
the PCB data in l 992 . The data was deemed questionable for this reason yet the
Permittees are concluding there is no evidence of a release based on these data. In
addition, the Perlrittees' claim that the northern portion of the AOC is upgradiettt
of the transformer and, therefore, probably was not subject to a release is no t
supported by the topographic map (Figure 4 .4-3) . The Permittees must provide
the 1992 data and an .explanation of the QA/QC problems so that NMED can
properly evaluate the Permittees' conclusions . The Permittees may provide this
inibrniapon'a'long with the results of the additional investigation.

• At SWMU 0-030(m), the Permittees claim that there is ho evidence of a release .
NMED does not concur with this conclusion. Mercury and silver were detected

_abnxe_the_ha .ckgLaundb'alu.es..at.one samplingJnenti.on__The LAME .does_eonncur _
that the levels 0.4 and 21 .1 pprn, respectively) and the depth at which they were
detected does not represent an unacceptable risk .

The Permittees must submit a 20-day sampling notification to NMED prior to initiating the
additional work . Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (SOS) 428-
2542.

	

; +

Sincerely,

Darlene Goering
Project Leader
Hazardous Waste Burea u

cc : M. Leavitt, NMED SWQB
D. Goering, NMED HWB
C. Voorhees, NMED DOE OB
S. Yanicak, LAMED DOE OB, MS 3993
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'Kir .tavid Gregory and Mr. G . Pete Nanos
June 21, 2004
Page 3

L. King, .EPA 6PD- N
J. Vozella, DOE LASO, MS A31 6
T. Taylor, DOE LASO, MS A31 6
B . Ramsey, LANL RRES/DO, MS M591

sl
D. Mclnroy, LANL EIER, MS M99 2
file: Reading and LANL '04
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