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May 13, 1991 

Project No, 301215,09,02,02 

01, M, J, Aldrlch, Projoct Loador 
Car Uamor National Laboratory 
EES-l Mvlrion, Mail Stop M62 
P,O, BOH 1883 
Loa Alamoa, Naw Mexico 87545 

Drake Interview lor OU 1071 Wo rk Ptnq 

Dorr Of, Udrlch: 

Enclorod I8 a rocord of the interview which was conducted with former LANL employee 
80b DMk8 horn 9:W AM to upprodmetsly 1 t o 0  AM on Tuesday, May 14, 1991, 

Plerre note that thr Interview rword ilr a compilation of handwritten notes taken by the 
IT ropf~8antrtlvor during tha c o u w  01 the meeting, As such, the interview record should 
not bo conaidwed u a complete or accurate transcript. 

Sincaroly, 



RECORD OF BOB DRAKE INTERVIEW FOR QI ’-‘571 WORK PLAN 

Tho followlng ia I rmcord of tho interukw which was conducted with former Log Alamos 
NItiOnd Laboratory omployoo Bob Drake from 9:OO AM to 1 1 :OO AM on Tuesday, May 
M, 1991, Tho Intorvlaw was conductod in order to obtain additional information on 
oporrtionr in, and potential wastos generated at Technical Areas VAS) 0, 19, 26, and 
73 whloh uo Whln Opwabk Untt (OU) 1071, Parkipants of the interview Included: J, 
Aldrlch, QES.1; C, Hanington, EES-1; A, Adems, EES-I: C1 Lo)ek, IT-Loa Alamos; D, 
Flkmyr, 174.0~ Ahmor; and K, Karl, If-Lor Alsmos, 

At tho boglnnlng of tho intsruiew, Bob Drake mentioned that he worked at Los Alamos 
Nrtlond kbor8tory 18 a Dlvidon Lmader for WX Dividon from 1948 until retlrernent, The 
W% Dklhr~ w88 primarily involved with conducting weapons experfments at the 
Irbofatory, tho followlng rapfosonls Mr, Drake’s response to specific questions about 
Solid Warte Manengornent Units (SWMUs) located fn OU 1071, 

TECHNICAL A R E A 4  

--nimwundmrnts (SWMU O - o O l l  - Mr, Drake had no speclflc 
Informallon on rurfaco Impoundmints in Mortandad Canyon. 

wt War-ISWMU_P-004) - Mr. Drake had no specific 
informrtion on matorlalr housod at tho container storage area in the 6th Street 
Warohouro, 

- 

V R  lUrdtllUQllblMu 
Mortrndrd Canyon landfill, 

- Mr, Drake had no specific Information on the 

B Mr. Drake had no specific information on 
VI0 rudrco dlopo8al m a  now MDA.8, 

WU 041 -td) - Mr, Drake mentioned that the Barranca 
morlu lmplct are8 ww used u 0 buooka impact area for a brief period of time, after 
which ?ha uu w u  rbandonod and further activities were conducted at Pajarito site, He 
also m#hfI@d that ddmm rounds worm flred to the north into Bay0 Canyon from the area 
whloh I8 ounwtiy tho Rodeo Qrounds, 

- Mr, Drake felt that Cabra Canyon 
J )):;:$orated by ’weekend soldiers“ were 

new WMU 0 4 l l D  - Mr, Drake had 
no a p W b  Intormrtion on thb pohntirl new SWMU located west of Guaje Pines 
Cmottuy, MI‘, Drrko could not Idmntitf an object photographed at thls area, however, 
h@ lrlt that h w u  not a8WChtOd with explosives, He also recommended that Mike Clancy 

(drtvm Into Rondljr Canyon to fir. 37mm round% 



in Ahquafqqu8 ba contactad to idsntify the object 

-LJ 04lp Mr, Drake had no specific information on Western 
!Mrm Plrm oprationr, 

r S W U  O-OIU - Mr, Drake had no specific 
inlormrtlon on Pueblo and Bay0 Wastewater Treatment Plant operations, 

0-0191 - MI, Drake had no specific information 
on oparrtbna rt tho Wortom S l o m  Plant, 

O w  - Mr, Drake recalled that MP's drove M-5 tanks on the 
m e u  Md Ilrod 37mm rounds in all directions; he wasn't sure if Otowi Mesa wag actually 
'tank mOSW, Mr, Dr8ke suggested contacting either €kin Van Vessem or Phil Dely 
regrrdlng tank m o ~ ,  

& - Mr', Drake had no specific information on the location 
of tho gun mount lurdfill an Nonh Mora. He mentioned that several other buried gun 
tnNnt8 woro b t W  during a 1963 Investigation including one at Anchor Ranch FA-9)' 
8nd M O  WOd w w t  of tho Pio.Force range. Mr. Drake suggested that Walt Bramlett, 
fat'm0tty 8 UNL rfchlulst, may know about a report documenting this investigation. 

.RP 
locrtlon or tho oporrtionr of the drum storage area at this site, 

Ow Mr, Drake had no specific information on the 

- Mr, Drake had no speciflc information on.the irrigation 0 1  the 
goH couno uJng rMuont from Contra1 and Pueblo Wastewater Treatment Plants, 

- Mr, Orake had no specific information on the 
locrtlotu of t h m  PCB transformm, 

- Mr, Drake had no specific information on the locotion, 
of buildlngi 8ofvod by tho roptlc syatems6 

0.0a - Mt. Drake had no specific inlnrmatlon on the 
oporrtlom mductud at the Zh warehouses, 

Mr, Orrkr had no apecific information on the septic tanks located at TA- 
i 0, 

- Mr, Drake had no specific information on the 
CORlfOl, aoufm, md crtibrrtlon buildings at TA-19, 

4 - Mr, Drake had no gpecific inforrnatlon about types of 



opwrtlon 01 mrtoArI8 which woro used by the Physics Division at TA-19 from 1945 to 
1847, 

- Mr, Drake believed that H-4 Division overww rat and 
frbbH rotMtlaa 8t eut (3rto Laboratory, He said thst the animal irradiation experiments 
may hrw beon conductod for the chimpanzee in space program, He suggested 
contrcllng 80tfy Flogorr~Jaclcaon in White Rock, formerly a biologist at H-4 Division, tor 
mora Inforrnatbn, 

Mr, Dfrko hrd no 8WCiflC information as to how and when the buildings 
rt TA40 wofa dwntuninatod and decommissioned. 

Spb. Mf, Dtrko had no specific information on spills that may have occurred at TA-19, 
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TECHNICAL M E A 4 6  

_vlutt Mf, D f a h  thought that the vault at TA-26 was used for HE storage, He had no 
3pmHlo information on atorage of other materials at the vault, Mr. Drake did not think that 
atomlo bomb component8 wore rtorrd at the vault, since the ice house at TA-i was used 4 

for thlr p u f p o ,  HO auggrstcld talking to J. Wexlar in Cos Alarnos or Roger Westcott in 
Albuquerque, 

- Mf, D t r h  hrd no spsciflc information as to how and when the buitdings 
el TAM mto ckcontrminatod and docomrnissioned, 

- Mr, Dnko had no specific information on the equipment room at TA- 
38, 

Splllr 1 Mr, Df8ke had no rpocMc information on spills that occurred at TA-28, 

Mt, Df8ke had no speck inlormatjon 88 10 how the septic hes and 
roptlo lmk at Y A - H  wwo decommlm8loned. 

TECHNICAL AREA-73 

4 MI, Dink, had no specific information on the exlstsnce of a 
rrdkrc0vo budd 8lto In tho vlcinity of the airport, 

1 Mr, Oraka mxplainsd that experiments at Kappa site (TA-36) 
g@Mf8t@d ,)rot d8bril 8UCh u cot&dal cables and depleted uranium, He thought 

. /  tha post @hot dobrir may have boon trkon to the alrpod landfill by the tla Company, an 

1. I 
( 1  
1 '  
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L 

I nmallrfy, Ha Wggwtid contacting Frances Dunm in Sants Fe about this practice, It - -- 'I  

!! W Y  MI, Dfrko'r Mlhg that nothing hmudouo would have left Kappa site, and4het any 
00ntml~8tod mrtedrl8 would have bow buriod at the sits, 
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Mr, Drake had no specific information on the asphalt plant 
rl TA473, 

MI, Drake had no specifc information on animal carcasses 
rant to tho lrndtlll I t  TA.78, I40 auggerted calling Jutis Qrilly about the animal carcass88, 

Mr, Or8ka had no apecific Information on operation of the waste oil pit at 

d Mr, Dmko recalls methane leakage occuriing at the landfill and 
tho con8ttnrcllon of tho hurrdou8 cargo loading area, He had no first hand knowledge 
of tronohing oparetions at tha Imflll, 

d Mr, Drako recellsd that the incinerator at TA-73 was used by the 
Pro Corm to burn ctasaiflod documents, He had no specific information as to how the 
Inclnorrtor w u  dmmmirrionad, 

w m  - Mr, Drake had no specific informatlon on the steam 
clmlng oporrtiona at TA-73, 

fA.731 

7 - Mr, Drake had no specific information as to how the 
roptlc Iln@# and aoptic tenks in TA.73 were decommissioned, 

Sur)l#dirPcrrrl- Mr, Drake had no specif)c information as to the origin of the surface 
dlrporrl 8ro8 on the mete routh o? the airport. 

Mf, Dnk8 had no 8pclcHlc lnformatlon on spills that may have occurred at TA-73, 
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