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May 13, 1991
Project No. 301215.09.02.02

Or. M. J, Aldrich, Project Leader

Los Alamos National Laboratory

EES-1 Division, Mail Stop D482

P.O. Box 1883

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545

Interview for i rk P!

Dear Dr. Aldrich:

Enclosed is a record of the interview which was conducted with former LANL employee
8ob Drake from 9:00 AM to approximately 11:00 AM on Tuesday, May 14, 1991,

Please note that the interview record is a compilation of handwritten notes taken by the

IT representatives during the course of the mesting. As such, the interview record should
not be considered as @ complete or accurate transcript.

Sincerely,

Carole A, Lojek
Task Loader

cci A, Adams, EES-1
C. Harrington, EES-1
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RECORD OF BOB DRAKE INTERVIEW FOR O!'-4271 WORK PLAN

-
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The foliowing is & record of the interview which was conducted with former Los Alamos
National Laboratory empioyee Bob Drake from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM on Tuesday, May
14, 1991, The Interview was conducted in order to obtain additional information on
cperations in, and potential wastes generated at Technical Areas (TAs) 0, 19, 26, and
73 which are within Operable Unit (OU) 1071, Participants of the interview Included: J.
Aidrich, BES-1; C. Marrington, EES-1; A, Adams, EES-1; C. Lojek, IT-Los Alamos; D.
Filemyr, IT-Los Alamos; and K. Kasl, IT-Los Alamos.
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At the beginning of the Interview, Bob Drake mentioned that he worked at Los Alamos
National Laboratory as a Division Leader for WX Division from 1948 until retirement. The
WX Division was primarily involved with conducting weapons experiments at the
Laboratory. The lollowing represents Mr. Drake's response to specific questions about
Solid Waste Manangement Units (SWMUs) located in OU 1071,

TECHNICAL AREA-O

- Mr. Drake had no specific
information on surface impoundments in Mortandad Canyon.

4) - Mr. Drake had no specific
information on materials housed at the container storage area in the 6th Street
Warehouse.

! - Mr, Drake had no specitic information on the
Mortandad Canyon landfill,

. - Mr. Drake had no specific information on
the surface disposal area near MDA-B,

- Mr. Drake mentioned that the Barranca

mortar impact ares was used as a bazooka impact area for a brief period of time, after
which the area was abandoned and further activities were conducted at Pajarito site. He
slso mentioned that 80mm rounds were fired to the north into Bayo Canyon from the area
which s currently the Rodeo Grounds.

- Mr. Drake felt that Cabra Canyon

mly be 37mm canyon. He mantioned that tanks operated by “weekend soldiers* were |
(drlvon into Rendija Canyon to fire 37mm rounds. )

- Mr. Drake had -

no specific information on this potential new SWMU located west of Guaje Pines |
Cemetary. Mr. Drake could not identify an object photographed at this area, however, (
he feit that it was not associated with explosives, He also recommended that Mike Clancy ()




in Albuquerque be contacted to identily the objec?.

- Mr. Drake had no spaecific information on Western
Stearn Plant operations.

- Mr. Drake had no specific
information on Pueblo and Bayo Wastewater Treatment Plant operations.

Cantral wastewster trestment plant (SYWMU 0-019) - Mr. Drake had no specific information

on operations st the Western Steam Plant,

- Mr. Drake recalled that MP's drove M-5 tanks on the

mesa and fired 37mm rounds in all directions; he wasn't sure it Otowi Mesa was actually
‘tank mesa". Mr. Drake suggested contacting either Elvin Van Vessem or Phil Daly

regarding Tank mesa.

- Mr. Drake had no specific information on the location
of the gun mount landfill on North Mesa. He mentioned that several other buried gun
mounts wers located during a 1963 investigation including one at Anchor Ranch (TA-8),
and one located west of the Pro-Force range. Mr. Drake suggested that Walt Bramlett,
formerly a LANL archivist, may know about a report documenting this investigation.

- Mr. Drake had no specific information on the
location or the operations of the drum storage area at this site.

- Mr. Drake had no specific information on the irrigation of the
golt course using effiuent from Central and Pueblo Wastewater Treatment Flants,

PCH transfarmars (SWMU 0-029) - Mr. Orake had no specific information on the
locations of these PCB transformers,

- Mr. Drake had no specific Information on the location,
ot bulidings served by the septic systems.

Farmer Zin waraticuses (SWMLU Q-033) - Mr. Drake had no specific information on the

operations conducted at the Zis warehouses.

TECHNICAL ARBA-18

Saptic tank(s) - Mr. Drake had no specific information on the septic tanks located at TA-
19,

- Mr. Drake had no specific information on the
control, source, and calibration buildings at TA-19.

Phyaica Divialon operstions - Mr. Drake had no specific information about types of
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operation or materials which were used by the Physics Division at TA-19 from 1945 to
1947,

- Mr. Drake believed that H-4 Division oversaw rat and

Animal irradiation expatiments

rabbit activities at East Gate Laboratory, He said that the animal irradiation experiments
may have been conducted for the chimpanzee in space program. He suggested
contacting Betty Rogers-Jackson In White Rock, formerly a biologist at H-4 Division, for

more information.

DAD activitles - Mr. Drake had no specific information as to how and when the buildings
at TA-18 were decontaminated and decommissioned.

Spilla - Mr. Drake had no specific information on spills that may have occurred at TA-19.

TECHNICAL AREA-26

Yault - Mr. Drake thought that the vault at TA-26 was used for HE storage. He had no
specific information on storage of other materials at the vault, Mr. Drake did not think that
atomic bomb components were stored at the vault, since the ice house at TA-1 was used
for this purpose. He suggested talking to J. Wexler in Los Alamos or Roger Westcott in
Albuquerque.

RAQD sctivities - Mr. Drake had no specific information as to how and when the buildings
at TA-268 were decontaminated and decommissioned.

Equipmant ream - Mr. Drake had no specific information on the equipment room at TA-
28,

Spills - Mr. Drake had no specific information on spills that occurred at TA-28,

- Mr. Drake had no specific information as to how the seplic lines and
septic tank at TA-28 weres decommissioned.

TECHNICAL AREA-73

« Mr, Drake had no specific information on the existence of a
radioactive burial site in the vicinity of the airpon.

Kappa site wasts dispossl - Mr. Drake sxplained that experiments at Kappa site (TA-36)
generated post shot debris such as coaxial cables and depleted uranium. He thought
that post shot debria may have been taken to the airport landfill by the Zla Company, as

necessary. He suggested contacting Frances Dunne in Sante Fe about this practice. It
was Mr, Drake's feeling that nothing hazardous would have left Kappa site, and that any -
contaminated materials would have been buried at the site.

]

—

LD — = AT

-




- Mr. Drake had no specific information on the asphalt plant

at TA-73.

- Mr, Drake had no specific information on animal carcasses
sent 1o the landfill at TA-73, He suggested calling Julie Grilly about the animal carcasses.

Hlltl.ﬂll.nﬂ - Mr. Drake had no specific Information on operation of the waste il pit at
TA-73.

- Mr. Drake recalls methane leakage occuriing at the landfill and

the construction of the hazardous cargo loading area. He had na first hand knowledge
of trenching operations at the lanfill,

« Mr. Drake recalled that the incinerator at TA-73 was used by the
Pro Force to burn classified documents. He had no specific information as to how the
Incinerator was decommissioned.

ng - Mr. Drake had no specific information on the steam
cleaning operations at TA-73.

- Mr. Drake had no specific information as to how the
septic lines and septic tanks in TA-73 were decommissioned.

Suriace disposal - Mr. Drake had no specific information as to the origin of the surface
disposal area on the mesa south of the airport.

Sailis - Mr. Drake had no specific information on spills that may have occurred at TA-73,
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