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drains the laboratory flecors, sinks and operstiocms in these laboratarises,
and then runs across the mesa to Pusblo Canyon, There is no dilutica
vhatsosver ia the line and the efflusats flow directly over the canyon wall.

The general tendency has been, in the past, in the chemicyl areas
wiicl ,rocess all the radiocmctive msterials to drain the efflnents off into
tte canyem, and hops the water either dilutes the material or that it runs
dc 3 to the Rio Grande River. DBecauss of the prevailing winds from the
sc .hwest vhich might picik up the dried contaminated efflueat and blow it

4 - ac. >ss the project, the efflusnt has been piped across the project to
PL Slo Canycn instead of dropping the contamination into the south canyom,

in aret Yo, II we have 4L chemical cdrains from each of the , separate
..€.ngs. 7Tnese 1.n03, homever, connect with loose gravel seepage pits
.ch were desigaed to filter radicactive contamination from the effluent.
@ Seepage pita are approximately 20 feet long and are filled with
‘¢ gravel and sand, The water colleots on the surface of the sumps

-.use of the inefficient creratiom of the pit,

Far scme reason the seepage pits hawe ologged up and the effluvent
s 2ow collecting on the surface of the pits, It forms a drain right over
t:. surface to the second seepage pit and then down into the canycns
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° In area Yo. III we have two contaminated effluent lines, connected

T-8 contaminated laundry has 2 lines from the washers., They empty intu a
s=epage pit 1liks the others and they also have become clogged. It may de
t2at the lint from the clothing is clogging the loose sand and gravel, or

—— 4% 2ay be the scap. %e don't know. The pit, however, is not working

a sroperly. Tbe water is ocollecting on top and in certain pericds of the year
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t: jeepage pits the aame as at ares No. II, which drein into Pusblo Canyon.

the effluent dries up. The water is stagnant on the surface of the pit and
1Y) vhen it dries up, it could form contaminated dust which weuld blow over the
e P Sits. Ye bawve checked for air counts during the period when the strong
(] vinds blow, but have detected very low alpha air contamination., We should
> sxpect the winds to pick up the contaminated dust.

Extent of Contamination ‘
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8 of surveys of the canyon. EZach survey was divided into 4 different parts:









