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Washington, D.C. 20460 e

Dear Olmes: L

I would like to bring to your attention a matter of critical
importance to the constituents of the third district of New
Mexico. In recent days, numerous allegations have arisen
regarding the existence of a possible brain cancer cluster in the
vicinity of the.Los Alamos National Laboratories in Los Alamos,
New Mexico. As you may know, the matter has received
considerable attention and I have enclosed several news articles
for your information.

As a result, I have asked the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry to conduct a rigorous and comprehensive
investigation of possible health effects due to toxic,

s radiocactive emissions or other substances which may be present in
the LANL vicinity. I believe it is important for the residents
of Los Alamos to have truthful and accurate information about any
particular health risks associated with toxic, plutonium or other
radioactive releases or substances which may be present in the
immediate environment.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that your Agency
provide me with the below listed information. Please proylde the
same information to the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease

Registry.
P+ B
- Any information you may have on the release of RFA
hazardous substances into the environment both on- SARN THe e
§ite and off-site; TRy ™
- an inventory of designated waste disposal sites at P+
LANL; and H oA p.
- any information on known contamination of soil, air, ey

surface or ground water both naturally occurring {such
as radon) or man made.

ey LT
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Furthermore, please advise me and the Agency for Toxic .
Substances and Disease Registry whether the Los Alamos National -0
Laboratories has ever been scored by the hazard ranking system,
and if so, what score the site received and whether there are any

plans to list, or propose the site for listing.

I look forward to your response. Should you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to contact me or my Washington

staff.

With warm regards,

Bill Richardson
Member of Congress

Encl.
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Medical experis and residents ook
for clues as the list of brain-tumor victims

I SACYXYPUVVRVERVH:

in the Los Alamos area grows

Shawnes Garrison looks at a 1987 photograph of herse!f with
her daughtar Bonnle Lee Kerns and her son Adam Milis.

By Tamar Stieber

OF THE JOURNAL'S NORTHERN BUREAU
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08 ALAMOS — They were more

than a generation apart and never

knew each other. But David Holm
. and Bomie Kerns had several
things in common.

Both lived in houses about two miles
frqm v‘.he nuclear wespons laboratory where
scientists made the first atomic bomb
nearly half a century ago.

Both died of malignant brain tumers
within the past four years, And both have
been added to a growing st of residents
and former residents who have died
recently of such tumors.

One lacal doctor has counted nine people
from Yos Alamos County, which has a
population of about 20,000, who have died
since 1984 of pritary malignant brain
{umors — those that begia in the brain.
kight of those deaths were within a
three-year pertod ending Dec. 31, 1990,

f
|
3

The physician, Dr. Jon Johnson, sifil hus
another !5 or 30 nales he plang to check
againgt medical reeords.

Nationwide, about four people for every
100,000 die each year of primsary brain and
central nervous system wmors, aceording
to the National Cancer Institute in
Bethesda, Md.

“As a physician who’s practiced here for
12 yeurs, something that's always struck
me is that ['ve seen & lot more brain
tumors ... than I ever thought I'd see in
my entire career,” Jobuson told a recent
meeting of & newly formed commitien
called the Working Group to Address Los
Alamos Comnmunity Health Concerns.

But Johnson, who speclulizes in
cardiology, criticul cave and internal
medicing, and other doctors are quick 1o
add a note of caution.

They point out that the small populmiun
of the county makes statistlesl compartsons
suspect, and that even if incidence of brain
wimors {6 abnormally Ligh, they say {t's fer
oo early w0 pinpolut a cause.

However, the federal government is
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Garrison was living in Los Alamoes at the La Mess Mobile
Home Court, when har daughter died from a brain tumor.

tulking uotice, It will sponsoy a study to
find out what, if anything, is wrong in los
Alamos.

John Puckett, leader of the [.os Alamos
Natlonal Laboratory’s Health, Safety and
nvirontnent Division, said the lab
menitors the euvironment for evidence of
radioactive emissions — and none has
shown up. .

Epldemiologists and cancer experts agree
a corrclation exists belween vadistion und
brain wmors. They also agree so little is
known about brain tumors that fi's hard to
pinpoint a speeific causa,

Puckett, who also is a member of the
new community health comnmittee, said ho's
looked personally and can't find any data
showing a radlation-related accident or
dangerous emissions level at the
laboraory.

“What we do think at the lab is that
there is & copeern in the community,” h_e
said. “7f there's concern in the community

[ ]
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List of Brain Tumor
Victims Growing

CONTINUED FROM PAGE At

then there’s one in this lab and we
have to address it.”

The families of sume brain tumor
victims are more pointed in their
comments.

Robert Holm and bis som, CLff,
say they believe the lab is somehow
10 biaxme for David's death in 1985
ar the age of 38.

Robert, who worked at the lab for
aearly four decades, appears re-
signed. David's brother, CEff, says
“there’s a little anger there.”

“1 feel like they cheated my
brother of almost balf his life by not
being more attentive 1o the danger-
ous waste materiats they were deal-
ing with up there,” he said.

Shawnee GarTison, whose daugh-
ter Bonnie Kerns died of a malig-
pamt primary brain tumor in 1987 at
the age of 3, said she is no longer
afrzid o speak out against the iab
even though her curremt husband
works for security there.

“There’s a lot of stuff wrong up
here in Los Alamos that T don't think
anvone wamts to {ix because it
wonld be 10 costly. They ve buried
stuff all over the place,” she said
“The lab s big here. If the lab
leaves, this town goes under. Every-
body in Northern New Mexico
fnows this.”

cier’s readings to background
radiation at the sites he had
selected. More recently, the lab bas
said the difference could be caused
by the way his monitoring devices
were being analyzed.

After he spoke at the meeting
about his findings, someone handed
him a List with names of several
people who reportedly had died of
brain tumors or been recently diag-
nosed with them. He was asked if
that was unusual

“I made a note of it,” Mercier, 34,
recalled this week “And asI began
asking other people in the medical
community aad other areas, they
added names to the list. It wasn't
until I got held of scme
epidemiologists and similar type of
data down ai the EID (state En-
vironmental Improvement Divi-
sion) library that 1 got concerned.”

By last Oct 19, Mercier had 12
people on his list. By May, he bad
20.

“Smce that time, it’s just avalan-
ched,” said Mercier, noting the list
began to grow quickly after New
Mexico newspapers began covering
his findings.

He saic Saturday that of the 36
people now on hiis ist, 25 are dead —
27 over a three-year period from
1988 through 1990.

“I knovw others have been diag-
nosed,” he said, mentioning two
girls, ages 9 and 11. “But since
don’t have the names, 1 didn’t put
them on the fist™

not involve a brain tumor and the
others were predominantly
metastatic tumors that began else-
where in the body and spread to the
brain.

Ezcluding a woman who died in
1984, that comes tc eight residents
who died of bram tumors over a
three-vear period ending in 1999, or
2.6 per year during that time.

RNew Mezico’s mortality rate for
brain and central mervous sysitem
cancer from 1983 through 1987,
according to the National Cancer
Institute. averages 3.6 deathsa year
for every 100,000 people (five times
the popuiation of Los Alzmos
County.}

An expert at the New Mexico
Tumor Registry cautioned that
statistics become less reliabie with
the smaller numbers.

Johnson said four of the seven Los
Alamos people lived In a small
section of town called Westem
Area, about 1% miles north of the
national laboratory’s main techuical
area and builk m 1947 to house
scientists working on nuclear
weapons. Three of the four lived on
the same biock. The others came
from different parts of the commu-
nity. :

Mercier says his list shows two
primary bot spots, including West-
ern Area.

But Joruson, who knew many of
the tumor wvictimas from his own
practice, said he expects the prob-

lem tn he comermrieeci s enhoe

i

Tyler Mercier, at home with his 13-month-old
son Danie}, displays the type of radiation

“We are not going to do that,” he
said. “From our standpoint, thisisa
research issue and we're dealing
with it that way and we will make all
the information fully available -as
soon as it has been analyzed.”

Asked In a July 2 telephone inter-
view whether the Tumor Registry
kpew about 2 possible cancer chas-
ter in Los Alamos and, if so, had it
alerted anvone, Kev resoonded with

said this week by phone

Erasmms estimated his medical
group, which inclides three other
neurosurgeons, sees five 1o 15 brain
tumor patients a year with abeat
one-third of those coming from Los
Alamos. While he noted the propor-
tion looks high, he warned the small
pumbers make it bard to drew
conclustons.

NEL SADOBS ( JOURNAL -
monitoring device he set up in various loca-
tions in Los Alamos. -

&,

Garrison said Bonnie was diag.

rosed with a malignant brain tumor,
ia Januvary 1986, two weeks before
rhe murned 2. Doctors removed one.
iumor mmediately, another i
J¥ovember and in December 1986,
found several large tumors on the
~hild’s spive. ’

Bonnie, whom Garrison described
s 2 “hellacions fighter.” died in her
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L0S ALAMOS — Tyler Mercier, a
sculptor who's collected nearly 30
names of possibie brain tumor victims
from this small coanty, believes he may
have been exposed to a high dose of
radiation last month and wams the
nearby nuclear weagens laboratory to
look into his findings.

But a spokesman for Los Alamos
National Laboratory said Monday that
Mergier’s claim will prompt no action
from the lab. .

“This is Tyler's monitoring program,”
said nuclear emgmeer Joseph Graf, a
member of a lab and community group

that LANL organized to mvesngate what
appears to be a high incidence of brain
tumors itn los Alamos County. “It
doesa’t mean i€ Trler measures 15
(milliremas of beta radiation) on a badge
that P'm concerned enough to go and
verify it”

Mercier has been conducting indepen-
dent radiation monitoring in Los Alamos
since last year. He and others suspect
radiation from Los Alamwos National
Laboratory, the lab ihat produced the
first atomic bomb, may be causing a
local closter of primary brain ttunors —
those that start in the brain.

Mercier said in a telephone interview
Monday that a reading from his personal
menitor, a clip-on device sirmilar to those

used by LANL staff, indicates he was
exvosed last month to 14 miilirerns of
beta radiation, a medinm-penetration
form of radiation.

Mercier said ae's never received a
heta reading greater than zero stace he
began monitoring the county for radia-
tion 13 months ago.

The 14-millirem dose must have oc-
curred on June 4, said Mercier, the only
time last month be wore the personal
wonitor. That day he accompanied a
LANL scientist and several technicians
on a regional radiation survey. Officials
from the U.S. Departmrent of Energy,
which funds Los Alamos National
Ia%oratory, were also present, Mercier
said.

Lab Wéichdog f‘éars He Was Radiategm

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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mine,” he said. “Y would call it an
anomaloas result.”

. A

~ 2 Inother words, said the scientist, -

greea. .

*“15’s noy something 1 wounld worry
about.” he said. Noting that the
monitor readings are for a period of
2 month, be said, “How can he pick
out a three-hour peried in that
month and attribute the (beta read-
ing) w that?”

Graf said 14 millirerns is about
palf the total background radiation
0 which someone in New Mexico
wonld normally be exposed m 2
month. He noted, however, that
packgrournd radiation is mostly
alpha and gamma radiatiop with
very little beta, and called Mer-
cier’s 14 millirem bera reading
“annsual”

“But | wonldn’t callita concernof

laboratory readings from Mercier’s
monitor — 2 thermoluminescent
dosimeter — have a margin of ervor
of plus or minus 18 millirems. So
aven Mercier's earlier zero bem
readings cculd mean he received up
10 10 milliremns, be explained.

But Mercier called the plus or
minus systere “hocus-

“You can’t have negative radia-
ton,” be said. “It’s an mdication

that they’re working with an ex-
penmental error that’s inappropri-
ate to the task.”

Mercier acknowledged that TMA-
Eberline, which apalyses his radia-
tion monitors, could have made a
mistake.

“Rut it adds to me an even greater
impetus that (Los Alamos Natonal
Laberatory) needs to do 2 survey,”
he said. .

A TMA-Eberline repmen:atxve
Qid not rewrn a call Monday after-
noon. "

dog Fears He ¥'as Radiated

The “ride-along” took three hours,
said Mercier, one hour of which they
speat aear the corner of 45th Street and
Sandia Drive, ope of the brain tamor
“hot spots.”

Los Alamos physician Dr. Jon Johnson
condfirmed last week that three of the
pine people that he and Dr. Leois Toevs,
also of Los Alamos, identified so far as
having died of primary brain tumors
lived om 45th Street The doctors bave
puiled records for 23 of the 48 names on
Mercier's list.

Altheugh Mercier believes the bem
reading could mean an “imminent health
bazard in the community,” Graf disa-

MORE: See LANL oo PAGE 3




Tumors Spur Call for Survléy' |

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

'Aﬁu'm.
‘Mercter, 34, and others in the
community have suggested radia-
tion emigsions from the lab, which

produced the first atomic bomb, or-

from toxic waste sites may be
responsible for the brain tumors.
Mercier also sald his persopal
clip-on monitor registered for the
first time exposure to beta radia-
tion, which makes up a relatively
small part of normal background
radiation. He said he believes the
axposure occurred last month dur-
ing a one-hour visit to Western
Area. )
0'Toole said Mercler's 14-
millirem beta reading deserves fur-

ther investigation, though she said-

one {nstance ls inconclusive.

“One reading means very little to
me” she sald. “I would tell you
everything I'm telling you now
about the need for a atudy even if
we dida't have that reading. I don’t
think Tyler’s reading gives the
impetus that argues for a sophisti-
cated and camprehensive study.

“It's the knowledge that there

have been releases from Los Ala-~

current contamination of Loa Ala-
mos property from DOE docu-
ments."”

The Department of Energy has
agreed to pay for an independent
epidemiological study of all cancers
in Los Alamos, prompted by the
concern about brain tumors. The
New Mexico Department of Health
and the New Mexico Tumor Regis-
try will conduct the study.

“The DOE has a credibility prab-
lem when it comes to health issues,”
said O'Tanle, ane of three authors of
a congressivnal veport catied "Com-
plex Cleanup: The Environmental
Legacy -of Nuclear Weapons Pro-
duction.” The report, published in
February by the U.S. Government
Printing Office, was the resultof an
18-month study by the Office of
Technology Assessment.

“What we found and said in black
and white {s that DOE's assertions
that there are no immediate health
affects due to its (nuclear weapons)
facilities are not scientifically sub-
stantiated,” O'Toole sald.“DOR has
not investigated possible health
effects of contamination.”

Larry Hart, an Energy Depart-
ment_ spokesman in Washington,
DiC. said Tuesday evening that the
his department’s decision to fund an

independent epidemiology study In
Los Alamos shows the agency's

willingness to address health S

iasues. .
“The secretary of energy (James
Watkias) is determined to address
the concerns of the community as
regards the health effects of the
work we do,” sald Hart. “The Los
Alamos study is a perfect example
of addressing those concerns.”
Hart said the Energy Department
will fund the study even though
there {§ as yet no “express sclen-
tific basis” for the community con-
cern, referring to Tyler Mercier's
brain tumor list. Mercier acknowl-
edges that his data are from reliable
hearsay. However, two Los Alamos
physicians pulling individual medi-
cal records have confirmed that 22
of 23 people on Mercier's original
ligt have died of some form of brain
cancer, .

Drs, Jon Johnson and Lois Toevs
of Las Alamos bave not yet checked
on the names Mercier has added to &
his list. They conflrmed that since
1984, nine people died from pri-
mary brain tumors, which start in
the brain, including eight who died
in a three-year period from 1988
through 1990.

" mos in the past and'that there Is




?edef/ﬁ(AgeneyTo Investigate Tumors

By Tamar Stieber
JCURNAL STAFF WRITER

LOS ALAMOS — A federal health
agency announced Wednesday
nighr that it will work witk the state
to Invesktigare a2 possible brain
tmor cluster in the neighborhoods
near the nuclear weapons labora-
tory here.

Gearge Pettigrew, a Datlas repre-
sentapive of the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registrv,
told a standing-room-only group of
Los Alamos residents that he and
his colleagues will provide “ansther
set of faces to relate to and angther
agency to question.™

Federal health officials and stmate
enviropmenta! epidemiologist Dr.
Millicenr Fidson were umammounced
guests at a meeting of the Working
Group to Address Los Alamos
Health Concerns.

The group, organized by the Los
Alamos National Laboratory and

including people from the commu-
nity, formed after a local ardst
began collecting names of Los Ala-
mos residents who died from or
were diagnesed with brain tumors.

Peqrigrew and registry repre-
searatives were in porthern New
Mexico to look into possible lead
poisoning in the Pecos area for
which the state Health Department
has been conduvcring tests.

Pautigrew said be didn’'t know
abour the Los Alamos brain timor
issue “until I picked up the paper
this morning.” )

A registry administrator was
quoted in a Journal story Wednes-
day saying the agency needed a
written request from a resident
before it could ger involved in the
study.

Fidson, who will be heading an-
epidemiological study for all can-
cers in Los Alamos when the US.
Department of Energy gives final
approval {or funding, said the state

already had planned to have the
federal agency invoived.

“(The registry) has definitely
commirted 10 working with us en
the study,” she said. Fidson bad
invited the regisery to participate.

Eidson said she 15 wairing for a
final comminnent from the DOE,
which funds Los Alamos National
Laboratory, to provide funding for
the epideminlogical study.

“Y don’t think there is any reason
why it won't be funded,” said Jesrry
Bellows, a Los Alamos representa-
tive from the DOE “Bur it is
headquarter’s decision.™ |

Fidson 2aid the state is asking for

abour $250,000 for the first year of
the study and $180,000 more for the
following year shonld mere time be
necessary.
She said the first year wilt prob-
ably be spent reviewing the Los
Alamos cancer rates and eoviron-
mental data, including any collected
by tbe lab community group.

“At the end of the vear, if it looks

ike there are any excess cancersor

outstanding questions, we'll go for
another year,” she said.

The Health Department’s granmt
application to the DOE should be
ready by nexr week, Fidson said.

In addirion, said Eidson, she will
meet with the working group ®
form a steering committee that will
include some members of the Los
Alamos working group.

The epidemiological study will
try to determine if there is indeed 2
cluster of primary brain mmors in
Los Alamos and, if so, what might
be cansing it -

Los Alamos sculptor Tyler Mer-
cier, 34, began compiling his brain
mmor list last August and, with
others in the community, betieves
there is a umor cluster that might
be caused by radiation emissions !
from the lab or from local toxic

" ‘waste sites.
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1By KATIE'RICKOX
»Now Mexican Washington Bureau

T WASIHINGTON — A recent $2.1
ynillion Tederal grant to the state of
‘New Mexico to elp monitor environ-
'mental cleanup at Los Alamos Natjon-
al Laboratory is unrelated to the
1$250,000 to be spent on n study of
iemneer rates in Los Alamos, officials
"wuid Wednesday,

¢ Tollowing a rash of reported deaths
linked to brain tumors in Los Alamos,
JU.8. Lnergy Department aund state
‘Health Department  officials  an-
rnounced they will study the area's
cancey rates.

| Millicent ¥ldson, an epldemiologist
ywith the Health Department, est-
:mates the Initial stnge of the cancer
iinvestigation will cost $250,000 and
‘inke 15 months to complete,

' The Energy Department is expect-
red to pick up the tab for the study,
mwliich wilt be performed by Eidson
tand tho Tumor Registry at the Uni-
'versity of New Mexico's medical
1school, ’

The $2.1 million federal grant to .

New Mexico is to pay for state
oversight of Energy Department
cleanup effortg at Los Alamos and
Sandia national laboratories.

The $2.1 million {federal grant and
the $250,000 health study"have noth-
ing to do with each other,” said Larry
Hart, a spokesman for the Energy
Department. ‘‘I'he health study is
completely different from an envi-
ronmental study.”

Although the $2.1 million federal
graint to New Mexico was not an-
nounced unti} this week, the Depart-
ment of Energy earlier had seid it
would provide the funds.

The money will be used by the state
over a five-year perfod to hire ex-
perts to watch over cleanup of hun-
dreds of sites at Los Alamos and
Sandia. The sites arc contaminated by
radioactive waste, hazardous waste ot
a combination of both.

Katie Hickox is a reporter for
States News Service.

Tumor study money not part ‘
‘of ¢leanup grant, officials say

'
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The 6st that has raised so many
guestions in Los Alamos is the wotk
of scuiptor Trler Mercier, who last
August began o compiie names of
residegts who died of brain numers
or had been dizgnosed with them.

The impetus came at a public
mesting about 3 new plotonms
processing plant for Los Slamos
during wiich Mercier announced
be was finding higher levels of
radiation 2t sites he was i

aon t pave e pames ¢ dida’t put
thein on (e jfst.”

Mercier repeatedly stressed that
bis name-gathering is not xientfic
b is mostly from reBabie hearsay
— hmmediate family or mulnple
reports abot the same person.

Drs Joboson and lois Toevs of
Los Alamos becamoe interested m

Mercier's findings and joined the
Workmg Gmup o Address Las

independently thzn lab smentms
were finding at other similar sites.
The levels weren't high encugh
be a health hazard, although Mer-
cier says they've since risen
dangerous levels.
The iab utally attributed )X:b

r Heaith Coa-

Pnﬂing medical charts for 20
names n his list, thev cazne up with
seven peoule in Los Alxxos and twe
in Wiite Rock whe died of primary
matignant brain tzraces withn the
past few vears. Of the rest, one did

s . saud De expects the prob-
i pe commumty-wide rather
th.  .mired to & few places.

NRa

The comumittee oo Los Alamos
bealth concerns was organuzed by
ke laberatory and comprises resy
dents, doctors and b representa-
tives. It was formed after Mercier,
who is aliso a member, hegan to
discuss his findings.

The commuttee is working with
the Department of Energy, the
govermment ag¥NCT responsitle for
the lab. 1o determane if there is a

higher incidence of drain tmers in
Los Alamoes acd. if s0. why.

The epergy department bas
agreed o spansor an epidemiciogh
cal study by 1he state besith depart-
ment and e New Mexico Tumer
Registry @ Albuguerque. part of
the Cancer Center at the University
of New Mexico Medical Ceuter.
The registry is one of zine SEER
- Surveillauce, Rpiderziclogy and
End Resull Program — groups in
the Upited States funded by the
Natonal Cancer Instituze to collecs
cancer data.

Gere Runkle. direcwr of the
Heaith Pyotection Divisicn at the
DOE's Albuguerque office. said Fri-
day the study wili look at 2l cancers
in Los Alamos.

“The epidemiology work we're
developing with the state will iake a
Gittde Gme 1o ger & coBract in place
bur we really do understand the
communitt's concern in this area”
Runkie said.

53 The fecerai agency and state
& 4

bealth officials will say only that
the gumbers :erit imvestigation.
Dr. C. Mack Sewell, state

epidemiologist. was asked whether
3 Los

Alauos appears @ have 2
higher rate of brain wmors than

other parts of New Mexco or the

=¥ DATOD.

s response: “1 don't want  get
into that just yet 1 think that's
information we can share ance
we've bad a chance to do z Jot of
different comparisons.”

Dr. Charles Key, head of the
Tumor Regisiry. declined Jast week
1w release the brain fwmor stanistics
bis office has been collecting for
the state, along with oither cancer
statistics. since 1965.

alerted anyoa;, Kej;resoo‘ e ,v nded ;m:
silence. He has ot takes calls from
the. Albuguerque Journal since thir
rime.

The statistics Key declined o
release appear to be public informa-
dion. UNM Medical Center spokes-
woman Gall Satten assured the
Journal lare last week that' the
informtion woald be forthcoming

swn

Maar specialists the Journal con-
wcted in New Mexico and out-of-
stare believe Mercier could be on o
somerbing significant.

Axmong them is Gregg Witkinson,
former group leader for the
evidemiology a Los
Alamos National Laboratory from
1980 1 1987. He was ove of the
authors of 2 study of mortality
among these who worked with pio-
tomium at Rocky Tlats Nuclear
Weapons Plant

“I thimk it’s evidence of 2 cluster
of brain tumors.” said Wiikinson,
now chief of the Division af
Epidemiclogy aud Biostaristics at
the University of Texas Medical
Branch at Galveston. But whether
thar will bear var when owker facts
are locked 0 is stll vpex 10 ques
T i

Dr. Arthur Forman, & clinical
neralogist and profassor of oncolo-
g¥ at the University of Texas M D.
Anderson Cancer Cester. said he
spoke to a member of the Los
Alames lay group mvestigating the
wumors. He said that what de eard
was “disturding.”

“From what ste told me, thave's
more than justa few.’” Forman said.
“Irs fairlty cocpelling evideace
that something is going on”

He added. *1 dou't kucw the
causes of it Brain turaors cerainly
are relatvely infrequemr cicur-
recces - oniy 11,000 cew cases ger
year. To bave a cluster lize thar sa
concerm.”

Dr. Mark Erasmus, an Albngusr-
que Deurvsurgecn, Wasn't ready 1o
label anything in Los Alamos a
cluster. But de said he's felt a
disproportionare number of bis
braiz qunor patients come from the
scientific community.

“I¢’s always been my Giopression
that T've seea 2 lot of penole wih
brain tuxwers from Los Alamos,” be

“That's why an epdemiologast
has to look at this,” be said.

Aware of the planned eptdemiolo-
g7 study to be sponsored by DOE,
Erasmus nated that the coaclasions
coult cerramiy disprove his hunch
But, he said, I think the numbers
are going to be there”

AN

Shawnee Gerrison said she hasn's
been “into talking abeuwt™ her 3
year-oid dapghter since she died of
a malignapt bram fwoor io May
1987,

Then Garrison started reading
about Tyler Mervier and his list of
braia tugnor vicums and cafled him
oo July S

“When Tyler staried raisice the
suestions, [ wondered, ‘Hey, is
Bonpie’s pame o2 Tae fist,' © Garrs-
son, 34, said in a telephone inter-
view from per curvent home an
Alabama Avemue iz North Com-
munities.

Garrison. whose daughter wasa’t
on the list, said 1ewspaper articles
ubout Mercier's research forced
her to confronz what she’'d been
avoiding for four years.

“1t 201 me ro thinking. ‘Heli. [ just
lived two czovons from the DP
site ™ she said. referriog to a
plutoniom processing factity, so
iouger active, Sust soulh of the Tos
Alames Airport. “I ased to wax @y
cars down there bv the Los Alawos
ice rink in Omega Cauvon. That's
where 1 grew up.™

Garrison said she's Gved i Los
Alangos since she was 2 years oid.
Bonnie’s father, her first husband,
Jack L. Kecns, was boin and raised
1z Los Alamos.

Y

Gaw s LDy, el i per
fathe ms on May 21, 1987, at
her parents’ Nowzh Mes2 molnle
home. .
wun .

David Holm would have beéen 41
this year. He died i his adopted
home of Anrora, Calo., in 1989.
about six years after be was diag
nosed with a primary malignaer
orain tamor. He'd moved te Aarora
in 1975, two years after be left Los
Alamos. where e and his brather,

Darid's father, Robest, was an
electrical sechnician ar the lab for
nearly 40 years. Robert zaid ha
believes his ficst wife — David’s
other, Betty — sy also bave had
a brain iumor. Ste took her life
1965

Robert saicd this week thei his
wife had several of the same sywmp-
tomms David bad — trembling hands.
headzaches and persomality changes
— before she shot herseif with 2
22-caliber pigiol.

The Holms lived in a by

arvy School. CGEf ssid Daviq -ueid
skirt “Acid Caayon” — a draiage
arm of the much larger Puebla
Canvon which bisects Loe Adanwes
— as a shortcat {rom their
neightorhood o the downtewn
area. Dand ang a few of his buddies
even occasionaily wandersG ik
the canyon to play, Clif sad.

“I told rm it ®as a sillv idea”
sard CHff. 38, recalling the wadiation
warning sigos 2t the rop of the
cenyon The potiom wasa't marked.
be said. “T'd seen those signs an the
tog end of the canyon and figared if
it was radioective there. it protably
“was at the botom.”

“| don't know the causes of it Brain tumors
certainly are relatively infrequent
occurrences — only 11,000 new cases per
vear. To have a cluster like that is a

concem.”

— Dr. Arthur Fori

. MD. Anderson Cancer Cafi._.
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SANTA FE — A federal agency
should hasren to conduct & raiiztion
survey in Los Alamos because of 2
___possible brain mmor ciaster in
" neighborhoods near ml: puciear
weapons lanoratory, a physician
e _Whra ..ongxes&nnasadvxsow agen-7

T p- 5240 TUESHAT. rmmms . -

Buz Dr. Tara 0’Toole of the Office
of Techmoiogy Assessment said that
while the U.S. Department of Ener-
gv, which funds Los Alamos Nation-

al Laboratery, bas the most exper-

fise Y0 copductsuch @ smdy, “the -

prepiem is that nobody believes the
DOE”

“¥ think the concert is significant
envagp from waar I undersmand
among cirizens thai som: respopsi-
ble governmental agency ought to
consider. doing radiztion
“mopitoriig J1d” these” neighbor-

~onds,” O Toole, a senior analys: far.
the bi-partisan sciemtific agency,

said mm 2 telephone interview from
Washingron, D.C.
The nexghberhoods © whlch

CToole refers are the Western
Area west of aownrown Los Alamos,
and North Communiry, immediareiy
north of Western Avez. Both are 2
few miles north of me main com-
viex of the weapons iab.

Tyler Mercier, a Los Alamos

. scuiptor collecting nzrnes of peaple_

-who died from or have been diag-

O’ Toole said the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Ragistry in
Atantz Ga., hes “legal authority”
to hold environmental zngd
epmemm}ogml studies in Los Ala-
mos. The Atlemia agency is part of
the C.S. Public Health Service.

Part of the registry's mission is s
"make aveailable to the public dera on

nosed with brain ramors, says a ¢ bealth effects of hazardous
disproportionate  number-are resi- -SUbSTARCES.

gdents or former residents of those
two sections, including three who
Hived on the same street. Mercier's
Iist has 48 peop}.e on it

The registry was created in 1980
by Superfund iegislation, a toxic
gaste cleanup program run by the

1.5. Environmenial Protection

Agency. Under the law, the EPA
drew np a list of priority Cleanup
sites 2nd is w update the list
annualiy.

“Right now we're a littde bham-
pered with regard to Los Alamaos,”
said Mark Bashor, an administrator
far the registry.

Bashor said Los Alamos Narional
laboramry is not ane of the 16
Deparnnent of Energy sites on the
EPA’s priority lis?. According to an

“agreement with the Energy Depart-

ment, he explained, his ageucy
cannot amtomatically step m to do a

ngréss éésriser Seeks Los Alamas Tumor Study

4/:»-5,6--4:}_«

stdy there

However, Bashor said the ragis-
oy would act ~within minutes” of
receiving 4 lener from apy citzern
or physician reguesting that it io-
vestigate environmentai healih
-hazards in los Alames.

“1 mean within minures, if ir's
something of this magnitngde,” he
satd. “lzsounash}.:agoodbuo_
pubhc capcern,” commennng o‘.
information, including newspa
articles, thar 0*Toole recently sem

MORE: See TUMORS on PAGE A&




Al & )Rk

O Hove we already prouided all s (oo
Q{r@ ATGSDRY. o uﬁf( e < \\l Add co: Qamy
Jolcssn , ATEDR

DCD’UZ,

@ Cap-‘f@(“'z/é '(CMQZ&‘AH sra rn all /O/a-ce?j /ff-*

A

B Have e cticcked E/he/\jauc7 /985/002-456 /‘/af/fu@;

~ TR 6@4/%[& s~ Neleases T & N a5

)i A Yl & Must be ocleolecl  zilso,

BN somme  OF The cited Peports are ot
of Ve fFart R appliecation. , Notefecce ol N ena_

(B Bettey o/ Mty Ve HRS padagiapls ,5»,‘,47 %7%.

P/é /@% e SEr G&az\,\ﬁc’s e /\EWW %ig
/307[( L0 ¥, A e -

(OrE %



