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Federal Facilities Enforcement 
Room W-1035, LE133 
401 M Street, s.w. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear ~s: 
I would like to bring to your attention a matter of critical 

importance to the constituents of the third district of New 
Mexico: In recent days, numerous allegations have arisen 
regarding the existence of a possible brain cancer cluster in the 
vicinity of the~Los Alamos National Laboratories in Los Alamos, 
New Mexico. As you may know, the matter has received 
considerable attention and I have enclosed several news articles 
for your information. 

As a result, I have asked the Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry to conduct a rigorous and comprehensive 
investigation of possible health effects due to toxic, 

:radioactive emissions or other substances which may be present in 
the 1LANL vicinity. I believe it is important for the residents 
of Los Alamos to have truthful and accurate information about any 
particular health risks associated with toxic, plutonium or other 
radioactive releases or substances which may be present in the 
immediate environment. 

For these reasons, I respectfully request that your Agency 
provide me with the below listed information. Please provide the 
same information to the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry. 

f,_ ---

Any information you may have on the release of 
hazardous substances into the environment both on
Slte and off-s1te; 
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an inventory of designated waste disposal sites at 
LANL; and 

any information on known contamination of soil, air, 
surface or ground water both naturally occurring (such 
as radon) or man made. 
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Furthermore, please advise me and the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry whether the Los Alamos National 
Laboratories has ever been scored by the hazard ranking system, 
and if so, what score the site received and whether there are any 
plans to list, or propose the site for listing. 

I look forward to your response. Should you have any 
questions, please don't hesitate to contact me or my Washington 
staff. 

With warm regards, 

~ 
Bill Richardson 
Member of Congress 

Encl. 
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¥_~_~i!9.:?{.~~perts a,ec} r~si~ent~.~~ok. 
for clues as the list of brain-tumor victims 
. '" -·~--.··"""·"' ·'·' ····· ............ , ........ -~ .... , .. , .. ' ···-·· ........................... , __ , .. ' ' .. ········- ... , .. ···"·"'"·'•'•'"' .... 
in the Los Alamos area grm"vS 

NCI~ "ACC09 i JOlli'INAI. 

Shawnee Garrh~on lool<a at a 1987 pllotograph of herself with Garrison was living In Loti Al11mo~ at the La Mrrau Mobile 
her daughter Bonnie Lee Keroa and hor aon Adam Mills. Home Court, wtum 1\er duughtcr died ffom a brain turnor. 

Ry Tamar Stieber The phy~;lciun, Dr. Jon Johnson, ~Ill! hus tuldnt,; Ilulh.:~. It w!ll ~ponsnr n &tud}' to 
/Ulother 15 or so numes he plans to check find out wh<~~. lf llllYllllng, is wron(i in l.os 

01! THI'O JOURNAI.'S NOATHEAN SUR!;AU --------- .. - ... ·--·-~··-····~-----

L OS ALAMOS - They were more 
. than a generatlon &IJ&l'l ond never 

knew each other. nut David Holm 
, and Donu!e Kerns llild seV\!1'111 
th1ngs in common. 

.Both lived i..n houses about two mile~ 
fr~ml ~he nuclear wCIIpons laborawry where 
llCJ<mtu;ts m11da the first atomic boml> 
nea1·ly half a century ago. 

Doth died of mCJllQnant bt·ain tumol's 
within the PIHil four years. And both have 
been added to a Growing IM of resident:. 
and former resldeuts who have dil'd 
recently of such tumot·:>. 

One loe4l doctc.lr has counted nine J)~oplc 
from Los Alamos County, which has a 
population of about 20,000, who have died 
since I 9H4 of primCJry muligrlllnt bruin 
tumors - those that bef!in tn the brai.u. 
~aghr of those deaths were within a 
thl'ee·yeat· period l'ndiu~ nee. 31, 1990. 

ag11lnst mcdlc11! records. Al;,mos. 
Nationwide, about ft•nr people for every John I>ucketl, lcade1· of the Los Alamos 

IOo,oou ate each }'Car or pr·Jmuy tn·atn 11nd Notiunul J...al>orawn:·~ Iltalth, Safety and 
central nervoua oYStcrn t urnor~. IIC\ltlnlirl!,l gnvinlll!XIenl Division, said tho l.!ib 
to the Natiuu~! CanC(!r Intllhut~ in monitors the ;:uvlronment for evidence of 
Dcthcsda, Md. l'[ldio:~ctivc cmh;~;!un~ -and non11 has 

"As a physician wh<?s practiced here fot· ~hown up. 
12 yc~o~n, il<',mcrhint,; thill'~ &!ways stmcl< ~pldcmiologists ~o~nd c.ancer experts fljiree 
!11<'- is that r'vc s~cn a lot mort! br·ain a corn:luthm ~>xists between radiliilon tmd 
tun.wrs ... than I c1•er thouaht I'd see in l>ral.n tumors. They olso Ct(l!'ce so lillie is 
my tntlre cueer,'' Johnson told a t·cccut known about brain tlanors ll~t It's .hard to 
meeting of ~ newly ft>rrn~d commHteo pinpoint a spcc!fic Clluse. 
called !'he WorkinH Group to Adtlress Lo~ Pur.kott, who £tlso ls a member of tho 
Alamos Community Hcallh Con.~erns. new comaHinity hcal!h wmmiltee, said ho's 

l3ul John~on, who ~;pcdullzcs iii lnoltcd pei'SOIHtlly and Cltn't find any dalll 
cardiolugy, critlc~>l c.o.rc und into.:rn/Jl slwwin~ a r;,dilllion·n!lhtcd acddcnl or 
medicine, 11nd other docwr:; an: qtlick to d!lng~~r·ous enllsslotiS le-vel at the 
add a oote of caution. l:Jborawry. 

They Jlolnt out th~t. 1 ho: small llOPUIIItiun "Wh11l we do think lit tho luh Is that 
of the county mohes st.aisl!.:lll compnrlsons there is a C(lnc~rn iu tlw community," he 
su~pcct. and that cv~n if iucidcn~.e of brain ~Hid. "Jf there's concern in the community 
tumors Is CJbnormully !Jigh, the)' say it'~ (£Jr 
too early w pinpoint a CIHI1!e 

How~:vct·, the: fcdCI'IIi SOVt.rlliUL!Jit is 
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List of Brain Tumor 
Victims Growing 
CONTINUED FROM J>AGE A1 

then there's one in this lab and we 
have to address it." 

The families of some brain tumor 
victims are more pointed in their 
COllllllellts. 

Robert Holm and lris son, Cliff, 
say they believe the Jab is somehow 
to blame for David's death in 1989 
at the age of 38. 

Robert, who worked at the lab for 
nearly four decades, appears re
signed. David's brother, Cliff, say; 
"there's a little ange:- there.~ 

"l feel like they cheated my 
brother of almost half his life by not 
being more attentive to the danger
ous waste materials tbev were deal· 
ing with up there,~ he Said. 

Shawnee Garrison. whose <laugh· 
ter Bonnie Kerns died of a malig· 
nant primary brain tumor in 19'87 at 
the age of 3, said she is no longer 
afraid to speak out against f.h9.Jab 
even !bough ber current husband 
works for security there. 

"'There's a lot of stuff Wl'OlJg up 
here in Los Alamos that I don't: think 
anyone wants to fix because it 
WOilld be too costly. They've buried 
stuff all over the place," she said 
"The lab is big bere. If the lab 
leaves, this tllWil goes under. Every· 
body in Northern New Mexico 
knows this." 

••• 

cier's n-.adings to background 
radiation at the sites he baC. 
selected. More recently, the lab~ 
said the difference could be caused 
-by the w-.ty his moniroring devices 
were being analyzed. 

Mter be spoke at the meeting 
about his findings, someone handed 
him a list with names of several 
people who repomdly bad died of 
brain tumors o:r been recently ctiag
nosed witll the111- He was asked if 
that was unusuaL 

"I made a nate of it,'' Mercier, 34, 
recalled this week. .. And as I began 
asking other people in the medical 
community and other areas, tbey 
added names to the list. It wasn't 
until I got hold of some 
epidemiologh.--u: and similar rype of 
data down at tile EID (state En
vironmental Improvement Divi
sion) libr.rry that I got ooncerned." 

By last Oct. 19, Mercier bad 12 
people on his list. By May, be bad 
2Q. 
~since that time, it's jnst avalan· 

ched," said Mercier. noting the list 
began tl> grow quickly after New 
Mexico DI!Wspa:pers began COVering 
his findings. 

He saiG Saturday that of the 36 
people now on his list, 19 are dead-
27 over a three-year period from 
1988 througnl990. 

"I know others have been diag
nosed, • he said. mentioning rwo 
girls, ages 9 and 11. ~But since I 
don't bave the names, I didn't put 
them on the list. .... 

not involve a brain twnor and the Lt · · · · ,; 
others were predominantly r:;·_ · h-*--~! .. L9._-?._~ 
metastatic tumOrs that began else
where in the body and spread to the 
brain. 

Excluding a woman who died in 
1984, that comes to eight residents 
who died of brain ttunoiS over a 

2.6 per year during that time.. · ·· · · ~ ' .. 
three-year period ending in 1990, or 

1 

. . ... _ ~ . 

1~ew Mexiro's mortality rate for '•· 
brain and central nervous system I :;; 
cancer from 1983 through 19&i, · · __, . , __ · ~-.~ ·_·.·. 
according to the National Cancer . -~ ~.<7. ~~~: 
Institute.averages3.6deathsayear ~~·. · ~ ."""' :;; :- . ~--.. ~ 
for every ~00:000 people (five tJmes ::::! ~ ~ ,-~~!;.;, .. . 
!it~:~:; >-'d.,z~1~Jf\ ·_· ~j~{" !~;·~ iii> 
stanstlCs become less reliable -..ith / ·. · ;.:.?~"';bi·.· ·.•./.·· ~- . '· .:? \ -~ t,;;~:;:,.;.,~ .. 
~o::!~~!-r:rthesevenLos -( · ·.=~~;J~~ir;·S'..'::::: -~- i"'?~;f'' · 
Alamos people lived in a small . , . 

HEll .JAIXJBS I .JOURNAL· 

monitoring devi\:e he set up in various loca
tions in Los Alamos. 

Tyler Mercier, at home with his t3-monttt-old 
son Daniel, displays the type of radiation 

( 

section of town called Western 
Area, about 1 ¥.> miles north of the 
natio:lallaboratory':smain technical 
area and built in 1947 to bouse 
scientists working 011 nuclear 
weapons. Three of tbe four lived 011 
tbe same block. The others came 
from different parts of the commu

"We are not going to do that,» he 
said. "From our standpoint, this is a 
research isstle and we're dealing 
with it that way a:od wewillmakeall 
the information fully availahle ·as 
soon as it has been analyzed. M 

said this week try pboue. Ga.rrisml said Bon!rie was diag:: 

llity. 
Mercier says his list shows two 

primary hot spots, including West· 
ern Area. 

But Jolmson. who knew many of 
the tumor victil:l& from his own 
practice, sald be expects the prol>-
lP.~ ~ ~~ -=~~-:--·:-~---~!~~ _.., ..... _ ... 

Asked in a J"uly 2 telephone inter
view whether the Tumor Registry 
knew aboot a possible cancer clus
term Los Alamos and, if so, bad it 
alerted anyone. Kev resno:::Jderi ,..;tr. 

Erasmus estimated his medical r!OSed with a malignant brain tumor. 
gro11p, which illcludes th:ree other- in January 1986, two weeks befm:e 
nearosurgeon.s, sees five ro 15 brain !;he turned 2. Doctors :removed one 
tmller patients a year with about 1 umor immediately, another in 
ODe-third of those comillg from Los November and in December 1986, 
Alamos. While be noted the propor- i'ound several large tumors on the 
tion looks high, be warned the small •:bild's spine. 
numbers make it bard to draw Boume, whom Garrison described 
conclusions. >lS a "bellacioliS fighter.·· died in her 

-rh~'!'~ '!;"~ ..... ~ ~:"-=-·=-:."-~--,'!~.~;:~· • •.. • ....... -· ..• ___ , • . . • 



LANL 1Wat~~,,dog Fears He V7
;1S Radiated 

..., ;;-;, ...JJ..f-1-
.By Tamar Stieber · that LANL organized to investigate what used by I..A.."il. staff, indicates he was The "ride-allmg" took three hours, 

appears to be a ~h incidence 'lf brain e:roosed last month to H millirems of said :.tercier, one hour of wbich they 
tumors in Los Alamos County. "lt beta radiation, a medium-penetration spent uear the corner of ~th Str:et and 

"i..OS AL\),1QS - Tyler Mercier, a doesn't mean if Trler measures 15 form of radiation. Sandia Dri,·e, one of the brain tumor 
sculptor who's collected nearly SO Cmillirems of beta radiation) on a badge :~ercier said he's never received a "hot spots." 
names a.f iJQSSib~ brain tumor ,;ctims that rm concerned enough to go and beta reading greater than zero since he Los Alamos physician Dr. Jon Jobnson 
from this smaJI <:00.11ty, believes he may verify it" began monitoring the county for radia· confirmed last week that three of the 
have been exposed to a high dose of Mercier has been conducting indepen· tion 13 months ago. nine people that he and Dr. Lois Toevs, 
radiation last month aod wants the dent radiation moniooring in Los Alamos The 14-millirem dose mast have oc- also of Los Alamos, identified so far as 
nearby nuclear weapons laboratorJ to smc;e _last year. He and others suspect curred on June 4, said Mercier, the only ~ving died of pri:mary brain tumors 
look into his tmdings. radiat:on from Los Alamos Nanonal time last month he wore the personal lived on 45th Street. The doctors have 

But a spokes!Illln for Los Alamos Laboratory_, the lab tllat produced the monitor. Tbat day he accompanied a pulle~ reco:ros for 23 of the 48 oames on 
Natiooal Laborntory said ~londay tbat fiiSt atOllUC oomb, may be causmg a !..AJ."'!"L scientist and several technicians Mercters list. 
Merciers claim will prompt no action local cluster of !)timacy brain ttnnors- on a regional radiation SUITev. Officials Although Mercier believes the beta 
from the lab. those that start in the brain. from the U.S. Department of Energy, readiru! _could mean an ~eDt~ 

'T..,i; is Tyler's monitoring program,~ Mercier said in a teleuhone interview which funds Los Alamos National hazaiU m the commumty, Graf elisa-
said ::uclear engineer Joseph Graf, a Monday that a reading from his personal Laboratory, were also present, Mercier J.IORE: See lMIL on ?AGE 3 
member of a lab and co=unit; group monitor, a cliv-on de,ice similar to those said. 

Lab Watchdog Fears He Was Radiated 
----------:.-~r-- mine;· he said. "I would call it an that they're working ~th an ~
COOTINUE!l FROM ?AGE 1 .., (.? 3 anomalous result." perimental error that's mai>propn· 

5 In other words, said the scientist. · ate to the task." . 
greed. '"'N - laboratory readings frorn Mercier's Mercier acknowledged tbatTMA-

"It's not something 1 would worry monitor - a thermolumlnescent Eberline, which analyses his redia
about." he said. Noting that tbe dosimeter_ have a margin of error tion monitors, could have made a 
morutor readings are ior a perioo of of plus or minus 10 millirems. So mistake. 
a mont!!, be said, '·How can he pick even Mercier's earlie zero bera "Butitaddstomeaneven greater 
out a three-hour period in that readings cculd me<m he received up impetus that (Los Alamos National 
month and attribute the (beta read· to lll millireros, be ~lained. Lai>oratory) needs to do a smvey," 
ing) W that?" But Mercier called the plus or he said. 

Graf smd 14 millirems is about :n.inus system "hocus-pocus." A TMA·Eberline representative 
bali the total background radiation "You can't have negative radiB· did not return a call Monday after-
m which snnreone in New Mexico tion," be said. "It's an indication noon. 
would normally be exposed in a 
month. He noted, however, that 
background radiation is mostly 
alpha and gamma radiatkl!! wit.l:l 
very little beta, and called Mer· 
cier's 14 rnillirem bera reading 
"unusual." 

"But I wouldn't call it a concern of 
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.Tmnors Spttr Call for Sttrvey· 
current contamination ot Los Ala· 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE AI mos p1·operty from DOE dOCU· 
· menta." 

-biro. The Department of Energy has 
. Mercier, 34, and others in the agreed to pay for an independent 

community have suggested radia· epiclemiological study of all cancers 
tlon llmisslona from the lab, which tn Los Alamos, prompted by the 
produced the first atomic bomb, or- concern about brain tumors. The 
trom toxic waste site$ may be New :Vtexico Department of Health 
responsible for the brain tumors. and the New Mexico Tumor Regis· 

Mercier also said his personal try will conduct the study. 
clip-on monitor registered tor the '"!'he DO£ has a credibility prob· 
first time exposure to beta radia· lem when it comes to health issues," 
tion, which makes up a relatively said O'Toole, one of three authors of 
Sm<ill part of nnrmAI bnckaroun.;l a cou~tn:~~iunal re11ort called "Com
radiation. He said he believes the plex Cleanup: The Environmental 
exposure occurred last month dur- Legacy of Nuclear Weapons Pro· 
Ins a one-hour visit to Western ducUon." The reJJOrt, publishe.;i in 
Area. . february by the U.S. Government 

O'Toole said Mercier's 14· Printing Office, was the re$ult of an 
mllllrem beta reading deserves tur- 18-month smdy by the Office of 
ther Investigation, though ~he said Technology Auessment. 
one Instance Is inconclusive. "What we found and ~aid in black 

"One readin11 means very little to and white Is that DOE's assertions 
me," she said. "I would tell you that there are no immediate health 
everything I'm telllng you. now affects due to its (nu~lear weapons) 
about the need for a study even If !acUities are not scientifically sub· 
we didn't have thAt reading. I don't stantiated," O'Toole sa!d.'"DOE has 
think Tyler's reading gives the not lnvestillllted possible health 
impetus that argues for a sophist!· eftects of contamination." 
cated and comprehensive study. Larry Hart, an Energy Depart-

"lt's the knowledge that there m~nL spokesman in Wa~hington, 
have been releases from Los Ala·- DlC. said Tuesday evening that the 
mas In the past and. that there Is his department's decision to fund an 

independent epidemiolo!!Y study In 
Los Alamos shows the agency's , 
willingness to address health 
issues . 

"The secretary of energy (James 
Watkins) is determined to address 
the concerns of the community as 
regards the health effects of the 
work we do," said Hnrt. "The U!s 
Alamos study is a perfect axample 
of addressing those concerns." 

Hart said the Energy D~partment 
will fund the study even though 
there Is as yet nn """Pr~u sclen· 
tific basis" tor the community con· 
cern, referring to Tyler Mercier's 
brain tumor list. Mercier acknowl· 
ed11es that his d11ta are from reliable 
hear~ay. However, two Los Alamos 
physician$ pulling individual medl· 
CAl records have confirmed that 22 
ot 23 people on Mercier's oriQlnal 
list have died of some form of brain 
cancer. 

Drs. Jon Johnson and Lois Toevs 
of Los Alluno~ have not yet checked 1 
on the name> Mercier has added to ·~ 
his list. They confirmed that since i' 
1984, nine people died from pri- ! 
mary brain tumors, which $tart in 
the brain, inclu<lln(l eight who !lied 
In a three-ye11· period fron1 1988 
throush 1990. 

\ 
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fedelaf Agen~;-To Investigate Tumors 
By Tamar Stieber including people from the commu

- nity, formed after a local artist 
began collecting names of Los Ala
mos residents who died from or 
we..>-e diagnosed wi!h brain tumors. 

LOS AL\MOS- A federal bealth 
agency announced Wednesday 
!lighr that it will work with the state 
to [nvestigare a possible brain 
tumor clusrer in the neighborhoods 
near tbe IlllC!ear weapons labora
tory here. 

Geoyge Pettigrew, a Dallas repre· 
sentative of the Agency for Toxic 
SubstanCes and Disease Regi.stry, 
told a sta.nding-room-{la!y group of 
LD3 Abmtos residents that he and 
his colleagues willlJYQvide "another 
set of faces tn relate tn and another 
agency to question." 

Federal health off"lcials and state 
environmental epidemiologist Dr. 
Mi.llicem: Eidson were llJl3Illl.OIIncecl. 
gueSts at a meeting of the Working 
Groop to Address Los Alamos 
Health Concerns. 

The group, organized by the Los 
Alamos National l.dboratory and 

Pettigrew and registry repre
se!lratives were in nan!J.ern New 
Mexico to look imo possible lead 
poisoning in the Pecos area for 
which the stare Health Depa.rtment 
has b= conducting tests. 

Pettigrew said he dirln't know 
about the Los Alamos brain t'..ll!lor 
issue "until r pi.clred up the paper 
this morning. • 

A registty administrator was 
quored in a Journal story Wednes
day saying the agency needed a 
written request from a resident 
before it could get involved in the 
stUdy. 

Eidson, who will be headiDg au· 
epidemiological study for au can
ce..""S in Los Alamos when the U.S. 
Department of Energy gives final 
approval for iundillg, said the state 

already bad planned to have the 
federal agency involved. 

"(The registry) has def"mitely 
committed to working with us an 
the study," she said. Eidson bad 
:invited the registry to participate. 

Eidson said she is waiting for a 
fmal commi.onent from the DOE, 
which iunrls Lo.~ Alamos National 
Lilioratory, to .!;mmde fund:ing for 
the epidemiologlcal StUdy. 

"I don't think there is any reason 
why it won't be funded,~ said Jerry 
Be!lmvs, a Los Alamos representa
tive frorn the DOE. "But il: is 
headquarter's decision.~ . 

Eidson said the state is asking for 
about $250,000 for the first year of 
the smdy and Sl80,000 more for the 
following year should more time be 
necessary. 

She said the fu-st year will pro~ 
ably be spent reviewing the Los 
Ala.mos cancer rates and environ· 
mental data, including any rollected 
by the lab rommunity group. 

"At the end of the year, if it looks 
fu there are any e:ccess cancers or 
outstanding questions. we'll go for 
another year," she said. 

The Health De9art:niem's grant 
application to the DOE should be 
ready by nen week, Eidson said. 

In addi.tiun, said Eidson, she will 
meet with the worlrillg group to 
form a sree~.ng committee that will 
include some members of the Los 
Alamo3 working group. 

The epidemwlogica1 Sllldy will 
try to determine if there is indeed a 
cluster of prima!y brain twnors ill 
Los Alamos and, if so, what might . 
be cansing iL 

Los Alamos scnlptt>r 1)-ler Mer
cier, 34, began compiling his brain 
tumor list last August and, With 
others in the community, believes 
there is a rumor cluster that might 
be caused by radiation emissions 
from the lab or from local ~oxic 
waste sites. 
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!Tumor study money not part ,\ 
!of ea11Up 1!ra11t, officials say 

l :><'' p. - 1""' 
;ay Kl\liE HICIIOX 
i New Mexican Washington Bureau 

WI\SlliNUTON - A rcc~nt $2.1 
;million fcdernl gl'llllt to the state of. 
;New Mexico to help monitor environ
' mentnl clcnnup nt J.os /\lnmos Nntion· 
:al J.oborntnry is unrelated to the 
:$250,000 t•> be spent on 11 study of 
;c:mccr mtcs in Los Alamos, officiuls 
;Huiu Wednesdny. · 
• F'nllowing 11 t·ush of reported dcuths 
:linked to brain tumo1·s in Los Alamos, 
; U.S. Energy Deportment nnd stllte 
: Ilcnlth Dcpnl'lment offlelnls nn
: nounced they will study the area's 
, cancer rntes. i Millicent gJdson, an epidemiologist 
, with the llcnlth Department, estl
•mntcs the Initial stnge of the cnncCI' 
:lnve~tigation wJII cost $250,000 and 
!take 15 months to complete. 
: The Encl'RY l)epnrtment is expect
•ed to piclt up the tnb for the study, 
:which will be pcl'fonned by muson 
:aud tho Tumor Registry nt the Uni· 
:vcr~ity of New Mexico's medical 
•school. · 
' 

The $2.1 million federal grant to 
New Mexico is to pay for state 
oveJ'sighl of Energy Department 
cleanup e.ffort.'l at Los 1\lnmvs nnd 
Sm1dia national laboratories. 

The $2.1 million fcdcrol grunt and 
the $250,000 health study"have noth
ing to do with eRch other," said Larry 
l!m·t, a spol(c~nHIJ1 fm· the Energy 
Department. "'l'hc health study is 
cnmplctcly dilferem from an envi
ronmental study." 

Although the $2.1 million f edcral 
grant to New Mexico was not an
nounced umil this week, the Depal't· 
111ent of Enet·gy enrliet' had said it 
would provide the funds. 

The money will be used by the state 
over a five-year period to hire ex
perts to watch over cleanup of hun
dreds of sites nt Lo~ Alamos nnd 
S11ndia. The sitcs arc contllminated by 
rndionctive waste, haznrdous wnste ot· 
a ~:ombinntion of both. 

I<atic Hickox is a reporter for 
State.~ News Service. 
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••• 
The wl tllat bas raised so many 

QuestiC}ns in los Alamos tS We -work 
of :sculptor Tyler Mercier, wbo last 
August began to romplle nam<" of 
reSJdesrts wbo died of bTal.ll rumors 
or ba.l been d.iagoosal With them. 

The iJIIpetlls cace at a l'lll>lic 
meeting about a new pilltoniw:> 
processiug plant for Los ."James 
during wbicb Mercier a%lll00llced 
~ -was f>:l<fulg ~ level> of 
radiation at sites be was m<mitoli:>g 
inde;>ent:lently tlJao lab sdenruts 
were findiilg at otl>er similar .sites. 

The levels weren't bjgb enougb lD 
be a health hazard. allbougb Mer
cier says they've .since n5e!l to 
~raus levels. 

The lab muially attributed llu-

ilon t ba \': e t!!e aa.m.es. I dida't put f 
tt.em -an the list.'" · 

~- s..ud b.e eX):Ier;;ts the tm:.P... 
De <O<=Wnlty·w'.de ratller 

11.. ..mired to a iew pLaces. ~<:reler repeandly .stressed that 
his Il3J:lO;gllt:heriDg is DOt scient:ifu: 
but i.s most!}· from reliabie bearsar 
- immedi;ore family or =lllple 
reports allow: the same penon. 

••• 

ale~ed anyoc.e. Key I"tS?O:Jded wttb 
sllene<>. Fie bas nor tai;en calli! from 
the Aibu'!ilerque Journal since that 
om e. 

·.;n;;;;;;·uwhy an epule:illologlS[ 
has to loGk at this, rl be said. 

Aware of the planoed epidemwlu
gy :nudy to be spoll.!IOred by DOE. 
E.ra..<n1us noted that the cooclusioni 
could cerrainly J.Lspro\'e bis bunch. 
But,~ said. "l rbmk the nvmben 
are going to be there." 

.u ... .;. h.~a(.;l, ell~ m ne:
!arhL IllS oo >lay 21. 1987. •t 
be! ~· North Mesa rualnl< 
home. 

• •• 
David Ha!m would bave beeo 4i 

this year. He dxed m Iris <l<lopte.J 
W>me of Anror.>, Culo., 1.!:: 1989. 
aboot six years after be was dia,; 
ne>oe<i wi!!l a Pt1lll.al'l' malign;o.rn: 
brain rumor. He'd moved ro Allro:a 
in l97S, r:wo years after be left L>s 
Al.am.o<l. wbere be and his brotllt, 
Cllffacl. were bon> and ...-d. 

••• 
Drs. John""' and Lois Toevs of 

Las .-\lames became illterested in 
Mercier's !mdiugs aDil joioed the 
Working GllllUil ll> ~ss L<n 
.'\!amos c~ Heaith CW>
cerns. 

PUlling medical charts for 20 
names an his list, they c:awe upwlth 
oeven pe<>ple m lDs ~and t:wn 
in Wbm: Rock wbo died of primary 
~r brain ttn::lc<s witbiol t!:e 
past few years. Of tbe rest. one did 

The e<>mnitree an Loo Alamos 
health coocerns was ~ 0. 
the laboratory and comprures resi
dents, do.."tDrs ami lab repre=ta
tiv"'- It was formed after Mercie<, 
wbo ;., also a member, began to 
discuss bis f'.ndings_ 

The co!DIIllttee is worlnng with 
the Department of Energy, the 
g<>vemme~t ~<OQcy ~"'for 
the lab. ro ~ Jf tl>ere i.s a 
big!ler in.cideru:.o of brain = il: 
Los Alaroos and. if "'· why. 

The t!D.ergy department bas 
agretod tu spon50r an el>ldemiologi
<ai S!ll<ly fJy the suue bealrh depart
ment and the New Me= 'l'lu:lcr 
R~ m Aibuquerqoe. parr of 
the Qwce:- Cenn<:'at the University 
of New Mes>co Medical Center. 

The registry is one Df lline SEER 
- $urreillaoce, Epidemiology and 
End Resul~ Program - groops in 
tbe United States funded by the 
Naaooai Cancer Institm:e to ooJJec: 
cancer data. 

Gene Run;tle. direcror oi the 
1lealth Protecno~ Divistcn at the 
DO!:'.'s .-\fr.uauecque office. ,.,;d Fn
davt!:estud~wili look at all cancers 
in ·Los AlamOs. 

"The epideltllology work we're 
developin~ w.th the >tate will ta1re a 
Iir'J.e Q.e to ge:: a con~-r in place 
bur we rea!Iv de urule<stand the 
conunun.it'l's Concern iii this area.•· 

t .. _ -~- r ~ RWle said. l.iJS AJ@ns.:{ f( ~ The feeeral agency .lnd stare 
--~--- - - · · -~ tleallb officials will say gnfy that 

the llll::lbers ::.ern investigation, 
Dr. C. Mack Sewell. stare 

epidemiologi~ was asked wbell:ler 
Los Alamos appears to have a 
higher rate of brain tumors !ban 
other IJ'Il'ts of New Me= or the 
oation. 

Els respoMe: "I don't wan< ID ger 
ioto that just yet. I tl1inl< that's 
in.fon:o..atiou we am sbare ance 
-·ve bad a ella= to do a lot of 
different an::.par"..so::::s ... 

Dr. Charles Key. head of the 
TIU;lOr Registty. declined l.a& week 
to release~ brain tumor~ 
his office bas beel1 col!eL~ fo~ 
the Sl:lte, along wUh otber cancer 
statistics. since 1909. 

The statistics Key declined ro 
release appear to be p'Ublic inionna
tion. 1JNM :-.teciical Center spo\<eo
W<>man Gail s.rtton .,.sured the 
Journal laze last week tba< · the 
infmmtion woold be furtllcomlng. 

••• 
Man; specialists tlle Journal con

tacted w 1\ew Me:dco ami out-of· 
stlUe believe Merc>er could be on 111 
somet!:ing signifu:;mt. 

Among :tem is Gregg Wilkillsoa. 
former group leader for the 
~I!Y deparnneat at Lo5 
Alamos National Labar:att>ry from 
1980 ru 198i. He was one of the 
authors of a study of mortali~ 
among ~ wbo W<Jtted wtth il!u
toroum at Rocky r .. rs Z\uclc:ar 
w eaoons Plant. 

"I tl.ink It's evidence of a clllster 
of brain t:wnlrr3." said W'lWD.smt 
now c!Jief of tile Drnsion of 
Epi.<lemiol1lll)' and Biostaristil:s at 
the Uruvusicy of Te::as Medical 
Bz<lllCh •t Galveston. Bm waetber 
that will bear Cl'lt wb"U ollle: facts 
are looked to 1S still u9e:: m ques-
tio-n.. ... 

Dr. Arthur For=. • ctinical 
neurologist ami protesoor <>f oncol<>
g;· at t!le Uruversity of Texas M.D. 
Aooerson C!ncer Ce::ter. saJd he 
spoke to a member oi the Los 
Alamos l<ly g:roup lm-esti,oanng the 
=ors. He :said tllat ;vhar he ;,.,ro 
was "<iist:urtlrng." 

"From what she mld me, there's 
:nore t!lan ;usta few." Forman said. 
"It's fa:i:ty co>::;>elling ev'.de:JCe 
tba.t: :SOmetb:ing: lS .gomg o-n. ... 

• •• 
Shawnee Ga:rruoo said sbe hasn~ 

been "'inJo taJ!dQg about• ber 3-
)-eat...,ld daughter .oin.cc sOO <lied of 
a maliliiWlt br.un nuaor in May 
1987. 

Then GarnS<m smrted readiD;; 
aboot 'I'yler Mercier and his !isr of 
l>raill tumor vicl1n1S aod called hm: 
00 Julys. 

"Wben Tvler started raising th& 
"<llestions. ·I wo~d. 'Hey, ~ 
ll<lwlie's oame on the list.' " Gam
ron, 34. SOld in a rel.e1>bone inter
... .-:ew from her cu..rte!lt home on 
Alabama Avenue iJJ ?iorth Com
mumties. 

Ga.n-isgg_ wbose <lan;thter wasn1 
on the list. SOld aewsv:>per arncles 
<..botzt Mercier's rese:ll'cb forced 
her ro co!lfu>DI wbat she'd been 
.,-otding for f= rears. 

"lt got ;:,e ro tlunklng. 'Hell.! jus; 
lived ~o caovons from ~he DP 
~ite.' ... she said. refi!rrmg to a 
~lutonium processing facilir;, oo 
longer octh~; inst south of the Los 
.-\lamas Airpon. "l a.sed to wu ray 
c:i.."S down !!:= In- :he Los Alawoo 
ice rink in O..rega Carrrm>- That's 
where I Ill""" up." 

Ganiso<t sahl si>e's lh-..:1 in Los 
Alamos since she was 2 year:, old. 
Bonn.ie's lather, her first busbac<l, 
Jack L Kr.ms. was bm n and raised 
In Los AlamGS. 

Darld'o father, ~"t, wu an 
eJec:triA:al techn.tctan ar the lab for
nearly 4{) yeatll. Robert Mid ~ 
believes Iris first wife - !>avld'; 
rn.otber, Berry - =Y also ba'.., bad 
a bn1ia rumor. Sne took ber life '" 
1%5. 

Robert said this week rbat !tis 
wife had several of tlle same >"YIDIJ
mms Davld bad - trembling !=ds. 
headaclles and ;oernmalit)' dlallges 
- l>efore she s.hDt herself Wllh ;, 
.21-cahber pistoL 

ThA: Holms lived in a bl -.: 
3-!th Streetaear the Aspc:a -~ .r-
arv ScbDOL Cllif said DaThi ,,ui,l 
sJtirr: -A<:'.d Canyon" - a dr:unage 
arm of rbe =ch lanter Pueblo 
Canvon w!lli:h ·,"ecu, £.,., ~ - a~ a Shtl':LC:It f:I'Jm rhe~r 
ne:gb:borhood ::::o the downtmrn 
ana. Darui~a a iewaf!W butidie; 
even occasronally w:mde:ed mro 
the canyon to :;>lay, Cliff 5a1d. 

•· r told l:nm it was a >ill• iJlea." 
=<I Cliff. 38, re<::alling the ,;manon 
warning sig:,s "' !hi, top Df t!le 
c::nyoa The i:Jott-om was.1'r lll3l'ke::L 
be wd. 'Td ~lOOse SJgl!S at ne 
top end. of the canyoo.and f"lgnr'ed...: 
ll was radtoacfue rbere. it ptQi>ably 
-..as at the bom>a·· 

He a<kled. "I dmit lrnc>-: the 
causes of it. B::aintura.ors ce.::illlly 
are :-elatn-ety infreqc:;:em c.:cm-· 
rccces -only U,OOO =ew ~ :;>er 
year. Toha'i"' a clusrerli><etba: :Sa 
cc::u:u::e:n.. ... 

Dr. Mark E."aSlllUS, an Altmq:.:.~
qae il~ wasn't ready to 
label aoythilu;' in Los Alamos a 
cluster. But it< said he's felt a 
dispro~o<Oonate nlll:lber of bl.s 
brai:l ~patients come from the 
scientific oo=l<y. 

"I don't know the causes of t Brain tumors 
certainly are relatively infrequent 
occurrences - only 11,000 new cases per 
yea:-. To have a cluster like that is a 
coocem." 

"It's always been ..,y tmgre5Sicm 
that r .. e ~ce:> a lot of people wru. 
bzain =•rs fro"' Los Alamos.". be 

- Dr. Arthur Fol~ 
M.D. And~ cancet' ~ 
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:~,>'-€-u~~~s~ A-dviser Seeks Los Alamos Tumor StrtdY 
------- ---- ---- -- -11--- ''--_- 4- - .; - --- --- ---------- l .er"f' ' -
----By Tamar Stieber · --- - a1 i.abor.nnry, bas the mOS! expe!'- O'Toole refers a.-re the Western O'Tool!: said the Agency for Toxic Agency. Onder the law, the EPA smdy there. 

" "'NOR tiERN euF&.u tise. ro cond_ncnmch ~_study, "the - Area ~est of ciownrown iJJs Alamos, Suhsumces and D1~ Registry in drew up a ~st oi priority cleanup How~er, Bashor said the r~~ 0 · TtE JOURNAl.... 1 proo1em IS tnat noooay oelieves the and Nortn Communit:y. ir:unediarciv Atlanta. Ga., has ''legal author:ry" snes and IS ro update the ltst trY wouid act '-WJ!llln muurtes or 
S:" .. i\1.:'. FE-;. feO.er--..1 agency DO£." nortb oi Western~- Botil are a to hole euvi!'anmentai c.nd at~!!ualiy. recei;;ing a lener from any citizer, 

should i:lasren tu conduct a !""...:iiation .. ! t..'ili!l' tht: conce!"L is sig!lifiamt few l!l.iles nnrth of the roam com- epiiiet:riologjcal studies m Los Ala- "P.ight now we're a little ham- 0!' physiclan requesting that it in
survey in Los A1amos ~ oU. enoagil !rom wnar i uruie.rsranti ~of tile weapons iab. mns.. The _.;.tJ;mra agency is pan of pered Witt, reg-..rd to Los Aiamos," vestigate environmental healtl: 

. possible brain rumor cinste in among citizens thai SOlJij; :-esponsi- Tyler Mercier, a Los AJamc.s the U.S. Public Bealtt Se!"Vice. said Mark Basho:, an administrator -hlaards in Los Aiamos. 
--- - rieighi>orboods near the nuclear ble govenllllental agency ought to _ sculpt!}r_ -C(>)Jecting names of people Pan af the reg:!Stty's mission is to for the regi.s-..ry. "I ~ within minures, if ii's 

weapons lailoratory, a physician co~:.sider. . . . doing radiz.tion -wbo -died from. M have been diag---make-available to the public data Oil Bashor said Los Alrunos National something of !his magnitude," ht 
__ wimacongressio!lai.adv'isol}'~=-monitorilfg-m: these· neighbor- nosed with brain twnors, says a me health effectS of hazardous Lahoratmy is nor one of the 16 said._ ~It sounds like a good bit o: 

-"--c~-sMci -'fuesday,-,--~ . ---hoods," .()'Toole, a senior analyst for rlis;lro~umioer.-.are resi- .mbstances. Departmelll: o! EDerg~· sites on the puhfu: concern.'' commen=g oc 
But Dr. 1ara O'Toole of the Office the bi-partisan sc.iem:ifie -agency,- rlents or·ronner-resident:s of thost The registry was created in 1980 EPA's p:Drrty lis!. According to an i:ni'ormatiml, including newspaper 

o: Teclmoiogy Assessment said that said in 2. telephone mte..l"'liew from two sections, mcluding tilree who by Superfund legislatiml, a toxic agreement with the Energy Depan- arti.cl.e:s, thai O'Toole recently sent 
while the 'L' .S. Dep.art:ment of Eller- Washingum, D.C. lived en the same street. Mercier's waste cleanup program run by the ment., be explained, his agency . _ 
gy, 'lrllich funds Los AlalDCls Nation- The neighborhoods to which -~_has 48 people .on it. U.S. Environmental Protection- canno;: autn!lllUicallY step in to do a UOREo s... TUUORS"" PMlli M> 

·.;.·:.: :--:=.·· . . · .... :.···:.·--:··-.:::::::. 
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