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Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 


DEC 1 6 1993 


CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN' RECEIPT REQUEST~9"-J 
MI:". Ron CUI:"I:"Y, Deputy Secl:"etal:"Y C,,;,(l}.la / 
New Mexico Envil:"onment Depal:"tment Z ~ 
P. O. Box 26110 
Santa Fe,' NM 87502 

Deal:" MI:". CuI:"I:"Y: 

Please accept this lettel:" as notification that the 
U. S. Depal:"tment~f Enel:"gy and the Los Alamos National 
Labol:"atol:"Y (L~~L) intend to transpol:"t tl:"itiated cooling watel:" 
oriainating f~o~ th~ Technical Al:"ea (TA) 2 Omega West Reactol:" 
(OWRl to the(TA-53 ~adioactive Wastewater Lagoon fol:" disposal by 
"?'l:!pr)r~ s rc:::cdnmended in your letter of September 29, 1993. 
This atel:"/is presently stol:"ed in an above-ground tank 
at th ~oactive Liquid Waste Treatment Plant. The 
valum of thi cooling water is approximately 40,000 gallons. 
It wi_ rea I:"e about 20 tl:"ips to transpol:"t the watel:" by tankel:" 
t:uck t A-53. The tentative schedule is for transport to 

in on December 18, 1993. 

DUl:"ing LANL's evaluation of OWR cooling watel:", it was determined 
that treatment at the TA-50 Radioactive Liquid Waste Tl:"eatment 
Plant to treat residual I:"adioactive constituents other than 
tritium, priol:" to transpol:"ting to TA-53, would not impl:"ove the 
quality of the cooling watel:". In fact, it was detel:"m1ned that 
running the cooling water through the TA-50 plant would actually 
increase the radioact1ve constituents other than tl:"itium ~e to 
the configul:"ation and opel:"ation of the plant. Using the 
existing tl:"eatment pl:"ocess, the coo11ng water would pick up 
additional rad10activity orig1nating from the existing 
clal:"if1el:"s and filtel:"s at the plant. 

On November 29, 1993, representatives of LANL's Waste Management 
GI:"OUp and Envil:"onmental Protection Group met with 
MI:". Peter Monahan and MI:". Harvey Decker of the New Mexico 
Envil:"onment Depal:"tment's Agl:"eement-In-Princ1ple (AlP) staff to 
review with them LANL's plans to tl:"ansport the cooling water to 
the TA-53 Radioactive Wastewater Lagoon. The AlP staff was 
pl:"ovided with the latest results concel:"n1ng the quality of the 
tl:"itiated cooling water. The cooling water was tested fol:" 

,'''\11 \\\1\ \\11\ \\1\\ 1\1\ \11' 
3114 

http:C,,;,(l}.la


I1ECRon Curry 2 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act constituents and none 
were found. Possible treatment of the cooling water at the 
TA-50 plant resulting in an increase of radioactive constituents 
prior to transport to the TA-53 lagoon was also discussed and a 
consensus was reached that this option would not be appropriate. 

If you desire any additional information on this matter, please 
call Joseph Vozella of my staff at 665-5027; or Steven Rae, 
EM-S, LANL, at 665-1S59. 

Sincerely, 

LESH:7JV-151 

cc: 
See page 3 


