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Septemb er 7, 1984
Commen ts on the Closure Plan for the T A-3-1 02 Containe r Storage Area, LANL.
Revision s made at the Sept. 11 and Sept 26 meetings are in bold.
(LANL's closure plan will be submitte d Dec. 1, 1984)
1. The plan is marked "ROUGH "DRAFT," and so does not bind LANL to any closure
activitie s. This is not acceptab le. LANL agreed to remedy this by submitti ng an
"interim " closure plan that would apply only until LANL's Part 8 is approved . This
"interim " plan will commit LANL to actions at closure.
2. There is no descripti on of the storage area at TA-3-1 02, no indicatio n of its size,
no map, and no indicatio n of what kind of wastes are stored there. There is no
descripti on of any ancillary equipme nt that may be used to handle the wastes and
which may need decontam ination or disposal at closure. I have assumed that the
TA-3-102 storage area is the lithium hydride storage area referred to in item 5 of
EID's June 22, 1984 NOV, but this is nowhere clearly stated. LANL will supply this
informat ion, within the limitatio ns of security consider ations.
3. The plan refers to "disposal and/or treatmen t" of the wastes stored here; the
meaning of this phrase is unclear. Does it refer to on-site or off-site disposal and/or
treatmen t? What are the disposal and/or treatmen t options?
4. Because the nature of the wastes is never stated, the decontam ination discussio n
is quite vague. Decontam ination is to be done "appropr iate (for) the wastes," but
no example s of wastes are given; a table of wastes with decontam ination
procedur es would be appropri ate. There are no criteria for assessing contamin ation
prior to decontam ination other than visual criteria; this may not be appropri ate,
dependin g on the wastes handled. The plan says the floor area shall be "swept
and/or washed;" sweeping is not adequate decontam ination for an indoor
hazardou s waste storage area. The EID agreed that, if adjacent areas are actively
being used for lithium hydride handling , vacuumi ng the storage area was an
adequate decontam ination procedur e. Criteria for complet e decontam ination
must be included in LANL's closure plan.

5. The maximum waste inventory appears to be exactly one and a half times the
design capacity shown on the 1984 Part A applicati on. Which is wrong, the Part A or
the closure plan? LANL will check and correct if necessar y.
6. The plan says that decontam ination residues will be "handled as a hazardou s
material " and "disposed of in accordan ce with the regulatio ns." There are few
regulatio ns for the disposal of "hazardo us material ;" this sentence is too vague.
What will be the dispositi on of these residues?
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Comme nts on T A-3-1 02 Closure , Continu ed
7. The certific ation of closure goes to the EID Directo r, not the EPA Regiona
l
Admini strator. LANL will correct this. The "indepe ndent" licensed enginee
r
referre d to in the HWMR-2 means a licensed consult ing enginee r who is not
a
saJaried employ ee of LANL or DOE.
8. There is no specifie d year of closure . 2100 is that year.
9. While the closure schedul e is margina lly adequa te as given, the plan would
be
improve d by a flowcha rt or a table outlinin g steps to closure , their time
require ments, and conting encies that may affect these actions and times. LANL
may or may not improv e the schedul e.
10. There is no formal mention of schedul ed inspecti on(s) by the certifyi ng
party
during closure . Though there is no formal mention of inspecti ons in the HWMR2,
such inspecti ons are implici t in the certific ation require ments.
11. The EID may have further comme nts when more detailed submitt als are
made.

