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Department of Energy
Field Office, Albuquerque
Los Alamos Area Office
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

MAR 0 8 1994

Glenn Saums, Program Manager

Point Source and Regulation Section
New Mexico Environment Department
11920 St. Francils Drive

P. O. Box 2611¢@

Santa Fe, NM 87502

Dear Mr. Saums:

This 1etter_1s in regard to the remediation of mercury
contamination at Solid Waste Management Unit (SWMU) 3-010@(a).

Per your letter of request to the Department of Energy (DOE)

Los Alamos Area Office (LAAO) dated January 21, 1994, we are
informing you that a remediation alternative for cleanup at
SWMU 3-010(a) has been selected. We have chosen a primarily
in-house approach for treatment and disposal because, among
several considerations, it offers the needed expediency for
implementing a solution. This cleanup option includes removal
of what sampling data has generally suggested to be three layers
of contaminated soil. The top layer of soil, defined by the
presence of high levels of mercury some of which is free 1liquid,
will be drummed in approximately 3@ barrels to be stored at
Technical Area (TA) 54, Area L, until treatment makes it
possible for final disposal at TA-54, Area G. The second layer
of soll, which will be confirmed during excavation to a depth
where screening shows an absence of radiocactive constituents,
will be removed in bulk and shipped to TA-54. The final layer
of soill containing only oil and somée mercury will be drummed
separately and shipped to Arizona under a currently existing
contract.

Enclosed is a current schedule for the next few months of
activity at SWMU 3-010(a). It includes a proijected date for
field work readiness review of March 9, 1994, and a date of
April 17, 1994, for initiation of removal of the top layer of
soil. You are cordially invited to observe any phase of the
removal activities, which are expected to continue into June of
this vyear.

Should you have any questions or comments, please call me at
665-7203. You may also talk with Bonnie Koch, Scientech, at
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667-5793, to help you arrange site visits during removal
activities. :

Sincerely,

-2

Theodore J. Taylor
Program Manager
LESH: 7TT-017 Environmental,Restoration Program

Enclosure

cCc w/enclosure:
Barbara Driscoll
RCRA Permits Branch
U. 8. EPA, Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue
Dallas, TX 75202-2733
W. Spurgeon, BEM-452, HQ
T. Taylor, ES&H, LAAO
H. Decker, NMED-AIP, LANIL,
MS-K571
T. Baca, ERWM, LANL, MS-J591
RPF, LANL, MS-M707
K. Boardman, ERPO, AL

CC W/0 enclosure:

B. Koch, Scientech, LAAO

K. Schenck, Scientech, LAAO

D. McInroy, EM/ER, LANIL,
MS~-M992

G. Allen, CST-6, LANL, MS-E525

A. Puglisi, ESH-8, LANL,
MS-K490



Operable Unit 1114
Updateded Mercury VCA Schedule
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