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Ei{iected' 

~.....: .'.•~''1'r.'. '.:A. , V.Lll\J.a.m:.n.ware, 
OtUl>'Waste 
BY~ltA.NXJN 
Jo,umaHIt4/fWrlter 

,:!a. 8.,.~nmentDep8rt.' 
, mont·' . ,says it isn't sur
prlBhit'i:hatsround water from 
am.onitoring.we1l in Mortandad 
Canyon'sliows elevated 14vels 

~J=toxtca::es'head' ,of 
.~D!~aza~~big7~.'.. 
~~~ ~..,.,., .. ,'. .'" 
we,reQ~.~se. as 

w.a 'riiUOaCtive' waste·. treat
mont facility at Los Alamos 
National. Wboratory bad been 
reJ.eaao4lDfO tho canyon:, ' , 
~+W~:'.~ ,into the canyon 

, _ .8liiCe -been greatly cur
. tailed.be·~ , . . . 

" ~, ." .....0,( r. ~'4' ................ "'It
........ -. _ 


the llk",11hood of .elevated cont
,aminants . .1,1: u{'Yl,' Mortaridad 
CaD' on; B~'iaid, and has.y: ," '".' 
been' wor~Jt'\\'ith •. LANL. for 
several y~'~ma~ the conta
minaDt,plwne(·.d determine 
which "~........tinil,;.it, .. migbt '.be 
m.igra~~~'~"~w. ,~,,,, 

NMED i~~of,the 'e1e-vat
ed contaminant$'in late Decem. 

,ber:whmf~N~"I\..,al: i Lab6f8tOry=.:v~:,·~ . 
the" monito~g.we1l, which is 
about IVa mil.~from the town 
of u,s A1air(08trecorded high 
leve.lll ,of tho •..·Dtan,tnants in a
samPle taken{ri'June. '. . 

James ., Ric~: a LANL 
spokesman, said4;bereasqn for 
the lag in reportins the data to 
NMED .was· tbat,:t.t· 'was "inap
propriately· ~~fef! .in1fJ,e 
admiDis$~tfy,~~,;",oversig~t 
process. .' ·r,). ,. ~ 

"It has a!waysbeen the Jabo
ra~s ~ip~,"~.~i'; 
vali~ed'.tai'u. quickly' as 
possible,".be'iWd:'''And we'n'dO " 
everything wo'Can 'to 'ensure., 

i that ,this Won't:bap~ again," ',.
I 

Nitrate and pea::QIorate wore 

reported above the EPA's drink

ing-water staric:llu'd. and tri

.	tium, a radioacdv.s carcinogen, , 
was reported' '8(, levels just 
under the s~. according ~ 
toNMED. '. 
,~~a" ~~JWn~Qt.S: "ere
foun in a ground-water sam
ple taken from ~1ritermediate 

.water',:~e 1lXiilt::SOO' feet 
below the lurfacea:d ,300 feet 
above, the~.' ~nal~ aquifer . 
from which.LOs AlaDios draws ' 
its drinking water. ' " 

Rickman said ¥Nt moni
. 

See.READINGS em PAGE 2 
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&1..' ~~·":"'~:'::;"D'", ';'t S'U··ig.'f"';~e State 
ea.uu.gs·.·: ···.O.D.·.. . .. 	 ... ",:,: ~",:~ ~.:J.~.I"'" 

.' ' ,..". '. T!, , "-,". , .":.{l' ,,:: ,~·tl.l)~. ~ .dI,~'; , .'.'- :, /',' ,. 

: .. " ,,' .' '. 	 .' 'df$,'t 'Iidel') that we issuedrof 1QQ~iN'In mWIon' ga.llowl of 1_., BAftll: 1. ' . . '. .' ,'i "of lEDeqy and " BfJ/R. °th f_S"_";;";':o''n work'
~~frOinaUq~ rom

.I:'Ift_, ", :;,,',\:. really;1mow' ' as~1l'~ h~UI bi;:edannu
tors the~ regional aquiferi·f~r ,.
,percblora~~ every month, ,~d '" 
ifor 'other contaminantB4e\WY" 
!three months, He, said the, 
:d.rinldng water is well witbID 
;EPA standards. .'. 
~ . Beard IJa!d ,l'tb.~, =n1:: 

I .' . ,-'~l, .........n ne~ey, lalso show .'~ate "~""" 

'i , .. inc:ludD~atedlevels of tri- \the 'three. ~u.tamJD~tl,'~bQt 
! '.~~ ID:d ~~e,· nothing aboVe EPA standirCl(.' 

cJt"'int.';;tth.e. 88m.,e. wast.esTherecentreportofbighlev
. . , .. ' " ~the monitor- , els of nitrate. .trit:iuIDL~~L..iiti-" "-' chlorate doesn~ wort'f, N;M:ED. 

as much as determinin8 where 
else the w~tes might· ~ ,and
'where they might migra~e;?~ 

aid .' ",';:.\,: i::f 

nant plumes are , " . plan. w c is SUd m d b 
~l :'are going and bow , ally by LA.NI:d approve y 
they are " Bearzi said."'.-" ," NMED, he sal 
. RickIDan said lab scientists' LANL and the University of 
have been working on. a ground California, wblch operates the 
water model andt.pslt asse.8B~:" lab'have contested the clean
ment for Mortandad$!an~D, up 'arder. arguin~ it oversteps 

I '~~Prot~~~~~::ed;~d~'~~O'f' ~~~h:'fthe=t::es#0D8_>~~,~e~t':;~~::~ector of 


s ~t,giv~ uS coD~"iS ' 
that gro~d water is n~i,j~~Y- 'ast! }, .. 
charactenzed up on.,:, 'the " ~e.-,ve 
plateau, so th, lab, ~eJlt tl»\t> through 

, • " t~' l- .....t~·-.~ 

if that.is warTQD1~ij.:; ...·-....." 

. 
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some 0 osequ u • 	 Watch of New Mexico, 
. '1Q~. have .'. . . of the Copta
B~to example of 
mgplan .to 
1:hoI~~.. . 
; .'t6f".. lIjfudy , 
~'Where is ,the 
boW.,.y.uch 15 
Soinl',and how. 
Deeds to be done. 
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