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RE: 	 APPROV AL TO WAIVE REQUIREMENTS TO INSTALL 

ADDITIONAL ALLUVIAL WELLS IN CANADA DEL BUEY 

LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY 

EPA ID # NM0890010515 

HWB-LANL-08-0 13 


Dear Messrs. Gregory and McInroy: 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is in receipt of the document entitled 
Request 10 Waive Requirements to instal! Additional Alluvial Wells in Canada del Buey 
(Reouest) submitted by the United States Department of Energy (DOE) and Los Alamos National 
Security, L.L.c. (collectively, the Permittees) dated February 27, 2009 and referenced by 
EP2009-0123. 

NMED finds that the Permittees have provided adequate justification to eliminate installation of 
seven alluvial wells from the scope of work in Canada del Buey as required by NMED's "Notice 
(?lDisapproval, T{fork Plan/or Sandia Canyon and CaFwda del Buey". dated June 15,2005. The 
Permittees must address this deviation from the approved Investigation Work Plan for Sandia 
and Canada del Buey in the Canada del Buey Investigation Report (Report) due to ~MED by 
August 31,2009. 

The Report must inclucie the addition of oxygen and deuterium isotope compositions in water to 

the list of isotopes used to evaluate contaminant sources and pathways. The Report also mus1 
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include the record of surface water gage data obtained fi'om all existing gages \vithin the 
watershed to assess spatial infiltration along the canyon bottom and \vater balance along tbe 
reach fl'om CDBO-5 to CDBO-4. The Permittees must note in the Report that periodic 
monitoring of water levels at the 11 existing alluvial wells. as referenced in the Request. does not 
necessarily confirm the continual lack of saturation at these wells, but rather the lack of 
saturation at the time the measurements were made. Saturation may have been present at other 
limes in all or some of the wells as a result or infiltration of storm water or local snowmelt 
runoff. 

Should you have any questions or comments. please contact Michael Dale at (505) 672-0449 or 
472-6052. 

Sincerely. 

1/ ~ 
~/~ 

James P. Bearzi 
Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 

.TPB:md 

cc: D. Cobrain, NMED HWB 
K. Roberts, NMED HWB 
T. Skibitski, NMED DOE OB 
S. Yanicak. NMED DOE 08. MS .1993 
B. Olson, NMED GWQB 
L. King. EPA 6PD-N 
G. RaeL DOE LASO, MS A316 
P. Huber, LANL ENV, MS M992 
D. Katzman, LANL ENV, MS M992 

file' Reading and LANL CdB/Sandia Cnys WP and IR 


