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Mr. Benito Garcia, Chief

Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department

P.O. Box 26110

Santa Fe, NM 87502

Re:  Request for Supplemental Information (RSI) for the RFI Report for Potential Release
Sites 09-002 and 09-011(b), LA-UR-98-3493
Los Alamos National Laboratory (EPA ID# NM0890010515)

Dear Mr. Garcia:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the RCRA Facility
Investigation (RFI) Report for Potential Release Sites (PRSs) 09-002 and 09-011(b), located in
Technical Area (TA) 9 at Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). PRS 09-002 is an inactive
burn pit that was used to dispose of film, photographs, and papers. PRS 09-011(b) was a
temporary equipment storage area located on the corner of a paved driveway. Equipment has not
been stored at the area since 1991.

Phase I investigations were performed at both sites according to the approved RFI Work
Plan for Operable Unit 1157. Because no hazardous constituents were found above background
or detection limits at PRS 09-011(b), EPA recommends No Further Action (NFA) at PRS 09-
011(b). This recommendation is consistent with NMED Criterion 3, which states, “No release to
the environment has occurred or is likely to occur in the future from the SWMU/AOC.”

NMED requests additional information regarding the location of PRS 09-002. Comments
and recommendations are enclosed. If you have any questions, please call Mr. David

Vanlandingham of my staff at (214) 665-2254.

Sincerely,

New Mex1co and Federal
Facilities Section
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Request for Supplemental Information Los Alamos National Laboratory
RFI Report for PRSs 09-002 and 09-011(b) NMO0890010515
LA-UR-98-3493

This RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) Report includes Potential Release Site (PRS) 09-002, an
inactive burn site, and PRS 09-011(b), a former temporary equipment storage area.

Recommendations

Phase I investigations were performed at both sites according to the approved RFI Work Plan for
Operable Unit 1157. Because no hazardous constituents were found above background or
detection limits at PRS 09-011(b), NMED recommends No Further Action (NFA) at PRS 09-
011(b). This recommendation is consistent with NFA Criterion 3, which states, “No release to
the environment has occurred or is likely to occur in the future from the SWMU/AOQC.”

NMED requests that LANL submit additional information which will confirm that samples have
been taken from the exact location of PRS 09-002, as described by the property appraisal form
referenced in §2.2.2 of the RFI Report. Please see the comments which follow.

PRS LANL’S PROPOSED | DOES AA AA RATIONALE
ACTION CONCUR?
09-002 NFA No See PRS-specific comments
09-011(b) NFA Yes See Recommendation comments
Comments

At the time of Administrative Authority (AA) approval, the RFI Work Plan for operable Unit
1157 made no mention of the property appraisal form referenced in §2.2.2 or to the uncertainties
associated with the exact location of PRS 09-002. For this reason, an investigation methodology
was approved for a location which NMED now has reason to question.

Although “...the site investigated as the burn pit was independently located by two other retired
LANL employees who worked at TA-9 (page 8),” the property appraisal form describes a burn
pit which was “approximately 10ft. wide by 40 ft. long and 3ft. in depth...(page 8).” The size of
the current pit, 10 ft by 13 ft, is considerably smaller than the pit described in the property
appraisal form. Furthermore, no trace amounts of ash or burned materials were found at the
sampled location. NMED requests that LANL submit any information regarding ash disposal or
backfilling which was conducted at the burn pit in question.

LANL has provided employee interviews and memorandums regarding PRS 09-002. However,
NMED requests that LANL submit the property appraisal form and any information available
which would confirm that the sampled site is the only former burn pit area in TA-9. Historical
photographs may also be of assistance. It is possible that the burn pit described in the property
appraisal has actually been backfilled to grade.






