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WATER t~~_..OALITY & HYDROLOGY GROUP'~SH~l8) 

FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

FAX #: (505) 665·9344 VERIFICATION#; (505) 665-0453 

DATE: August 6, 1999 LOG NO: ESH-18:99-FAX-

ho: B. Hoditschek FAX#: (505) 827-0160 PHONE# (505) 827~0596 GRPORG 

Ls. Yanicak FAX#: (505) 672-0466 PHONE# (505) 672-04 GRPORG 

~: B. Enz FAX#: ~505) 982-8278 PHONE# ~505) 982-4038 GRPORG 

~: Everett Spencer FAX#: (214) 665-6490 PHONE#· (214) 665-6080 GRPORG 
(214) 665-6475 

(,)(6; Deb Woitte FAX#: (505) 665-4424 PHONE# (505) 667-3766 GRPORG 

~: F. Sisneros FAX#: (505) 667-0288 PHONE# (505) 665-6978 GRPORG 

~--
J. Homer FAX#: (505) 827-2965 PHONE# (505) 827-1014 GRPORG 

TO: John Younz FAX#: (505) 827-1544 PHONE# (505) 827-1557 GRPORG 

TO: FAX#: PHONE# GRPORG 

FROM: --~H=a~~~e~y~D~e~ck~e~r,~E~S~H~-~18~·~M=S_K_4_9_7 ____________________ PHONE#: 

MESSAGE: 15 day report on the TA-9 Steam Condensate subsurface line failure. 

NUMBEROFPAGESTOFOLLOW: ----------=2 ______ _ 

Cy: ESH-18 FAX FILE 
CRM-4, MS AlSO 
ESH- 18, spill file H.DforM.S 
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NMED/SWQB 

NMED/AJP 

DOEILAAO 

EPA Region V1 

LCGEN 

ESH-7 

NMED/GWQB 

NMEDIHRMB 

(505) 665-2014 
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RELEASE I DISCHARGE NOTIFICATION 
LOS ALAMOS NAnONAL LABORATORY 

Pennlt Number: NM002835& 

NPDES or Operallonal SpiiVR&Iease li2l J 
ER SpUVRelea•• 0 ·Indicate with •x· In appropriate box. 

Other Spill/Release 0 

Responsible Facilfy/Uter Group: lox-oo FMU 67 
'--~---------------····---

5058271544;# 2/ 3 

Calendar Year 

[ 199~ 
Releaaa ID Number: 

c:: ·-7~ . _=.=l 

·-·-· .. :=J 
Contael Pe11on: \Tom Alexander J Pager t: ~ . ·-----~ 

Phonet:j667-6471 -~ CeUPhonel: ~~~ 
Releate/Dischar_ge LocaHon: Believed to be new TA·9-48, but 18 possibly from multiple locatiOns of rhe piping in] TA: c= g · ==:J e steam condensate return system for buildings at TA-9. Manhole 1481s located · utelde of building 48 on the south side, and has been accum~ng conclensa.te. Building: r·- 48 ----, The actual location of tf\e condensate nne leak llaa not been determined as of l__.. --· .J 7123199. 

If the rel.aae/dlscharge I• anoclated with a NPCIES OUtfofl, Potential Release Sffe (PRS) or Solid Waste Management Unit (SWMU), Indicate thellte/unlt number and Its relationship to lhe releall&/chcharge: 
NPDES OUttaii:D PRS:O SWMU:O PRSISWMU Nwnber.l ] 

ldlcote with 'X" In appropriate box(es 
Re!Qtlonahlp of the Discharge to a SWMU or PRS: 
It Is not believed that ther& has been a direct Impact to a SWMU or PAS. -~ 

------;=.:.::;:~~::;::::;;::;:::::;-----;::::::-__j Discharge L 311/19991 =:J Discharge I 6f28/1999l J Dllcharge ~1aesr=:-=J Oecurred: Date i Time Discovered: Date a nme Stopped: Date a Tlme 

Cleanup I" 7120/19991 
Started; 

Date&Time 

Cleanup [ 
Completed; 

·r==:J 
DafellTime 

Material(•) Released I Dllcharged: ·------Based on infomtatlon obtained trom the Johnson Controls lno. Albuquerque operator, the package steam plant has experienced a lass of approximately 375,000 gallons of steam oonclenaate since M8roh of 1999. On June 28, 1 999, steam manllole # 148 and 130 began tilling dally with condensate which alerted staff to a pltlblem. The NMEO/SWOB was notified through the Administrative Reporting procedures on July 2. 1999 based on the need to pump lhe manholes. On the weekend of 7/1 0/99lhe enUre steam system at TA·9 was shut down to verify that condensate was the only source filling the manholes. At that time water was observed fliUng mallhole 130, eutJaequent lnvea~tlorl revealed that a nearby potable water line was leal<ing Into Mamole 130 and the nne was .shut off pending repai13. Manhole 148 had no further condensate accumulation 
during the steam plant • .:...:sh.c..:ut:..:.d....:o_wn_. ---------------~---------------' 
Release/Discharge Mllfgatton MethOd: 
l.mmedlate oarroodve actions are to begin Isolating sections of the condensate retum line until the problem area Is located:] ..... Additionally, building 48, which has experienced ttl& majority of recant coodensate related problems, willlllso be 1801atoo from the steam/condensate system. 
. . .. -~- ..... . -
Weather Condltlona: 
!Variable, spring Weather 

Duration of ReleaM/ ~ 
Discharge, In HOURS: L...::._j 

__________________ ..! 
Est. Volume Released/ ! 375 000 I Dladaged, In QAL ' 

Eat. VQ!ume 
Recovered, In GAL D 

Corrective Ac~on! Taken (1•, type of IMPa, etc): .. e eteam syStem will be isolated In sactlotiS until the problem area($) Ia loc;;atBd. Once the line break Is Isolated that section~ ·11 be ollmlnatea from tie eteam/~te loop un111 permanent, long term corrective actions can be lmplemanted. Also. building 48, will be ls01at8d rrom the system. All immediate corrective actiOns will begitl on July 19, 19991n order to isolata and eliminate the leak as soon as possible. FaciHty Management is requesting fu1dlng from tile Laboratory for the replacement and refurbishing of the underground p!plng. 
• 

NAn!'Aid WniAr~nur'!IA lr""..nn':'.-m NnrnA\ IPaiarlto Canvan I 



SENT BY:LANL 8- 6-33 8:56 ESH-18 .... 5058271544;# 3/ 3 

Release Number 73 .. ,. .. page 2 ot 2. 
If the releate/diJChafge reached a watercou11e, describe the etllmated aurface area atrected, presence of relaase/dl~<;harge now In the watel'eOUfle, and the media the release/dlacharge wa1 detected In: The nearest wat9rcourae Is Stann&rS Gulch, a small tributary 10 Pajarlto Canyon. Bulldog Spring." located in Starmers Gulch :JIS located approximately 200 yards Northeast ot TA·9 building 48. - ·--·--~·---·--------·· Oeplh to Grounctwafer, In FT. it known: I 800 

Dllitance 1o Naareat Drinking Water WeD, In FT, If known: 1 10000 WeiiiDI ~--. --fiM-2-:=J 
cantact Person Phorwa Fax Date a 11me Cor Comment) EPA: [fspsncer ".=] !214·865·6475 l [ 214-665-6490 l j712311999 !a:oo a.rn. (by f~ 

NMED/SWQB: re.· HOditSChGk 1 CB21-osee J L.E1-o1so 1 §011999 j7:30a.m. -~ 
NMED/GWQI: ~lm Horner II 8270.1014 J I 827~~965 117/19/1999 !2:07p.m. ":=J 
NMED/HRMB: Pohn Young _0] I 827-1557 _j l 827-1544 J ~/19/1999 j3:4S p.m~ .=:J NMED/DOE-oB: ~· Vanicak =:J [- 672-044& II 672-0466 J !7119/1999 !2:16p.m. J 

ESH-18: IH:. Decker II 1365-2014 II 66S-9344 1 ~/19/1999 j11:ooa.m. =--.J 
DOE: !BobEnz: :JI 982·4038 II 982-8278 1 l7!2ot1999 J12:55 p.m. =:=J 

OTHER: L: l IL ~ 
OTHER: ~c II II 

Comment•: he NMED/SWQB requeetGd on 7/20/99, that a metals ea.mplelncludlng Chromium 6, be collected from the condensate system. A sample for these analytes waa COllected and submitted for analysis on 7/20199. Analytical resuHs will be tnmsmltted to the NMEO when they become available. An engineering design study is underway to addreu long term corrective actions (replacement or refurbishing) of the stasm/cond8llsatG piping SY$tGm at T A-9. A schedule lor long term corrective actions wiU be provided upon completion of the engineering d~slqn study. 
Form Completed By: I,....H-. -D-eck_« _____ _, 

7 Day Notice ~ 
Mork "X" when done. 

Comments: 

7 Day NoHc• Dote! 7/2311999 ] 7 Day Nottce 8y: jH. Decker 

I 

15 day FoUow-up Due: 81611999 15·CIQy Follow-Up By: jH. Decker .J Comment1: As of 8115199 attempts to locate and isolate sections of the steam and condensat8 line with leak problems Is on­going. The method for locating the problem areas Ia by turning on the steam boiler and opening the cor.Qensate return line In order to heat~ surrounding ground, then using themograohlc Imaging to locate the 'hOt• sPQta. By turning on the system an estimates additional 44,000 gallons of condensate has been rel&a$8d to the sub&ur1ace In order to attempt to find the problem areas. This non invasive method of locating probl9ffl areas In continuing to be used as It is safer and taster U\sn trying to excavaw the entire area. Once problem IU'eM are located a final aolutlon wtl be devaloped, unW that time engineering designs are being cleV8ioped to loop round the known problem areas and a schedule of activities Is being dewloped. As these designs and schodule ara finalized they will be sent to the NMEO. 

NMI!D 30 Day Responae Dat.. -~:-~=======~----------------------c·· H--
.. J Commenb: 

David Gurule, Area Mmager 
Loa Alamos Area Office 

D•nniiJ. Erlcfl:son.liSH Dlvblon Dlreclor 
Unlvenlty of cantomla 




