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May 22, 1.9.97 

Mr. Steve R. Rae, Group Leader 
Water Quality and Hyd~ology Group (ESH-18) 
Mail Stop K497 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 97545 

Re: ESH-18/WQ&H:97-01S3 --NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISCHARGE (~OI). POTABLE WATER F.~ 
DECON"l'A.MlNATXON OP' TOOLS AND PERSONAL PRO'l'ECTIVE EQO'IPM2N'r (PPE) A~ 'eNVIRO~ 
RESTORATXON (!R), I~IM ACTION ACTIVITIES AT LOS ALAMOS NAT:ONAL, LABORA~ 

Dear Mr. Rae: 

This of::::.ce is in receipt of the referenced NO!- It is noted that '\ ·::c;.<rtesy coP.f/ was; 
not pr:::·.-ided to the NMED Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau (HRMB). S;lln-ce· 
decontamination wastes may be regulated under RCRA, I have forwarded a copy of ~Qur 
notice to HRMB. This let:ter only represents t.he Surface Water Quality Bur'=!iU.'s 
response. The Ground Water Quality Bureau and HRMB may respond under separate C!l«~r. 

Key information is missing from your ~7 page submittal. Please address the follttWtng; 

1) the pollutants/materials rinsed off the equipment are not qualitative1!w or 
quantitatively de~cribed. LANL has only provided characterization of the ~~se 
water 12,rior to contacting the equipment and being discharged. What pollutaml4' may 
be rinsed off the equipment? 

.. 2) it is MClear as to whether discharges will occur in ·;;::- near watercourses" 'I!he­
NOI contains conflict:.;:.g &tatements regarding possibl-~ runoff to surface ~.eli. 
Paragraph J of the NOl states " ... there are no atorr·.-water conveyances an--:J'litt!!.l 
... ., but paragraph 2 states " ... discharges ... will result from procedure!! s:adt< 
as placing Storm Water nm-on/off BMP' s (sic) . " I~ there are no storm l'~bf~· 
conveyances, why will there be discharges from star .n water BMP placement'??' !lh\ 
light of the aforementioned conflict, the final sen:~nce of paragraph 3 • . wftn~Bl 
states: ., (n] o liqUid will be discharged in a manne!:.- ';.~at will impact' a ·.WO!Ci<!v. 
course (sic)h, doea not assure us; and 

· .. 

3) .-while there are several large scale maps of the firing sites which are.'i~ved!. 
. ;,J. ~- . 'in this project, no information is given as to where the proposed discharges w.i;l:~, 
· ... ·. · . }\Ctually occur. Will the washdown occur at designated sites, if so wheret ·:,J!bw' 

·· .: ,'will these sites be related to surface watercourses? What kind of BMPa will oe:. 
· .· . .-,{', .. ·:.··utili:~:ed to prevent .eurface water contamination? ·, · · 

&:~ J"i .. : .· ~- '," ,." •, .:': '.: .. ~)'~·"'''·:~~ . ,, ... · .. :;.::·~~.:;z~~- ha~e any questions, please contact me at (s.~sl 82?~2827. -" .. ~ .•. ~.;:Jf.:1~;::."W;:. 
·, ·, · ~-:.)• ~ ·sin<?erely, ··· ··· '.·''~ -.:-:. ·'.;\~,,!~·~ ~~~~J· 
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