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Attached is an overview/summary of the proposed path forward for Open Burn Hazardous Waste Permitting at the 
Laboratory. Please confirm this path forward. Contact me at 665-2014 if you wish to discuss or if additional information 
would be helpful. Thank you for your support on this matter. 
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Office: (505) 665-2014 
Mobile: (505) 699-1733 
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Overview 

Proposed Open Bum Hazardous Waste Permitting Submittal 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 

November 2011 

The following supplemental information package and potential closure modification are being 
proposed for open bum (OB) hazardous waste permitting at Los Alamos National Laboratory: 

Additional Data to be Collected at Open Burn Units 
Updated soil monitoring and relation to closure activities: 

o A sampling plan will be submitted to the NMED-HWB for review and approval 
that will propose 12 surface soil sample locations. Analysis of these soil samples 
will be conducted for dioxin/furans and metals. Sampling and analysis results will 
be compared to the 2009 analysis results and added to the human health and 
ecological risk assessment for TA-16. The purpose ofthe sampling plan and risk 
assessment is to gather data to update monitoring of the current soil conditions at 
TA-16. These monitoring activities and the risk assessment will establish a record 
of the effect historic operations have had on the area. Results from these activities 
can be used to determine future closure requirements at the units. 

Open Burning Supplemental Application Package 
Revision of air modeling for the TA-16 Open Burning Units: 

o As suggested by the NMED-HWB, changes to the air modeling protocol will 
include updated emission factors for the waste streams treated at TA-16-388 and 
operational parameters more representative of the actual operations at the open 
burning treatment units. There would be no revision to the TA-16-399 air 
modeling. 

Updated and finalized thermal data collection report: 
o The focus of this report will address the deficiencies identified within the final 

order and findings of facts. 
Revised alternatives assessment: 

o As suggested by the NMED-HWB, the update of the alternatives assessment will 
include the commitment to revisit alternatives on a more frequent basis. 

Updated risk assessment: 
o The risk assessment will be revised to include the results of the additional soil 

monitoring described above and will address the deficiencies identified within the 
final order and findings of fact, including a lowest-observed-adverse-effect-level 
(LOAEL) assessment. 

Discussion of operational unit history: 
o A discussion of the operations at each of the open burning treatment units and the 

general area as it relates to the evolution of open burning treatment operations at 
LANL. Changes in operations include: dramatic decreases in treatment size and 
frequency and increases in treatment efficiency and safety for human health and 
the environment. 

Additional supplemental information to be submitted: 
o Small mammal uptake analysis for small mammals at TA-16. 
o Air monitoring of the open burning treatment of high explosive machining waste 

at TA-16-388. 
Request for permit modification that includes all of the data listed above as well as information 
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on operational, safety, and other compliance requirements necessary for a permit application: 
o Question for the NMED-HWB - Should this be formatted as a standard 

permit modification to add a new unit to the permit or in another manner? 

Proposed Supplemental Application Package Submittal Date: 
September 30, 2012. 

TA-16-399 Burn Tray Closure 
Future use of the OB unit located at TA-16-399 is currently under evaluation and the unit may 
undergo closure rather than request for permitting. Request for modification of the approved 
closure plan for TA-16-399 will be submitted as a change during interim status if the unit is 
determined to be no longer needed: 

o The soil sampling plan will include a modification to the number of samples 
collected at the time of closure because only the unit at TA-16-399 will be closed 
and not both units within the area. The closure plan will suggest 10 sample 
locations around the unit. This proposed sampling is consistent with the closure 
plans for the units slated for closure at TA-14 and TA-39. 

o The section on closure schedule (and the closure schedule table) within the 
revised plan will suggest changes consistent with those outlined in the closure 
plans for the units at TA-14 and TA-39. 

o The revision will suggest language allowing for recycling of metal components of 
the bum tray and the possibility of leaving the concrete pad in place after cleaning 
and verification sampling and analysis. This is consistent with the closure plan 
currently approved for the OB unit at TA-16-388. 
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