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REVISED FIGURES 

 

Figure 1 Locations of the IP sampler, IP storm water controls, and SWMUs associated with the IP site monitoring area 
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Figure 2 Rock berm (V00703120026 - middle of photo) and earth berm (V00703010027- upper 
third of photo) at the top of drainage into Fishladder Canyon (11/04/2015). Condition of 
controls – excellent. 

 

Figure 3 View looking upslope at the former fishladder location (11/04/2015). Straw 
wattle (V007030600028 - located in the upper third of photo) is hidden by 
established vegetation. Condition of controls – very good. 
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Figure 4 View upslope of the former fishladder location from the canyon bottom. 

Note established vegetative cover and lack of erosional features. Controls 
are not visible in photo. 

 

Figure 5 Rock check dam (V00706010024 – lower third of photo) in bottom of Fishladder Canyon 
(11/04/2015). Condition of control –excellent. 
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Figure 6 Rock check dam (V00706010025 – middle of photo) in bottom of Fishladder Canyon 
(11/04/2015). Condition of control – very good. 

 

Figure 7 Gabion (V00707010002 – middle of photo) at access road crossing in bottom of 
Fishladder Canyon (11/04/2015). Condition of control – good. 
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Figure 8 View west of former access road in Fishladder Canyon (11/04/2015). Straw 
wattle (V007030600030 – not visible in photo) is located at the western end of 
the former access road. Note vegetative cover and downed trees along the 
former access road. Condition of controls – excellent. 
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Response to the Review of the 2015 Inspection and Maintenance Report of Erosion Controls 
Associated with Fishladder Canyon [Solid Waste Management Unit 16-003(o)],  

EPA ID# NM0890010515 HWB-LANL-15-062 
Dated January 13, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

To facilitate review of this response, the New Mexico Environment Department’s (NMED’s) comments are 
included verbatim. Los Alamos National Laboratory’s (LANL’s or the Laboratory’s) responses follow each 
NMED comment.  

NMED Comment 

1. The Permittees follow-up inspection on November 4, 2015, “determined the area below straw wattle-
0028 is stable and well vegetated. No additional action needs to be completed” is not supported by 
the documentation and figures provided, for example the straw wattle described is not visible in the 
photograph and the Permittees did not provide additional photos of the area demonstrating vegetative 
health. Provide additional photographs of the area below the wattle demonstrating vegetative health, 
as well as a summary of the criteria used to determine slope stability in the area.  

LANL Response 

1. The annual erosion evaluation under the Individual Permit was completed on October 28, 2015. 
Inspection findings recommended replacing the straw wattle (V007030600028); a follow-up inspection 
was completed on November 4, 2015, and determined the area below wattle -0028 is stable and well 
vegetated, as shown in Figure 3. Note that the wattle is not visible because of the vegetative cover 
(grasses). Figure 4 shows the vegetated slope from the intersection with the canyon drainage. Based 
on the established vegetative cover, lack of erosional features, and best professional judgment, no 
additional action needs to be completed.  

Note: Figure 3 text has been updated (see response number 3), and an additional figure, Figure 4, 
has been added for further clarification. Figure numbering has been updated.  

NMED Comment 

2. Previous reports have included text describing the conditions of the erosional controls, and their 
relative location within the image (e.g., middle of photo) for each figure. This information is critical to 
the expedited review of the report, but was unfortunately, excluded from this Report. Please include 
this text in future revisions of this report. 

LANL Response 

2. Text was added describing condition of controls and relative location of controls within each figure. 
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NMED Comment 

3. The text for Figure 3 describes the view of looking upslope of the straw wattle-0028 as being in the 
middle of the photo, but it is not observable in the photo. Please describe this image to clarify the 
previous location of the straw wattle-0028 or explain that the straw wattle is no longer visible due to 
damages originally observed during the October 28, 2015, inspection. 

LANL Response 

3. Figure 3 shows a view looking upslope at the former fishladder location on November 4, 2015. Straw 
wattle V007030600028, located in the upper third of photograph, is hidden by established vegetation. 

 


