
Department of Energy 
Field Office, Albuquerque 
Los Alamos Area Office 

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

SEP 2 3 1994 

Barbara Hoditschek, Program Manager 
RCRA Permitting Program 
Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
525 Camino de los Marquez 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

RE: Additional Material Provided for the Notice of Withdrawal 
of Material Disposal Area P (MDA P) Landfill Closure/Post 
Closure Care Plan 

Dear Ms. Hoditschek: 

This letter is a follow-up to the letter of September 19, 1994, 
cosigned by Jorg Jansen and me concerning withdrawal of the 
present closure plan for MDA P. 

The two page enclosure outlines the history and events behind 
the withdrawal of the present closure plan and provides a 
framework for a closure plan where Clean Closure will be 
proposed. Also a schedule for this proposed action has been 
provided for your information. 

Please note that the Department of Energy and Los Alamos 
National Laboratory are proposing to deliver the closure package 
within 120 days after acknowledgement by the New Mexico 
Environment Department of either ratifying withdrawal or in lieu 
of disapproval of the August 1993 Closure Plan (See item 5). 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please call me at 
(505) 665-7203, or Ken Schenck, Scientech, at (505) 665-7217. 

Sincerely 

-
/.J .L/---

LAAMEP: 2TT-019 

Enclosure 

CC: 
See page 2 
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cc w/enclosure: 
K. Sisneros 

New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Dr. 
P.O. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 

E. Merrill, EM-452, HQ 
T. Taylor, AAMEP, LAAO 
B. Swanton, NMED-AIP, LANL, MS-J993 
RPF, LANL, MS-M707 
R. Houck, ERPO, AL 
J. Levings, ERPO, AL 

cc w/o enclosure: 
W. Spurgeon, EM-452, HQ 
K. Schenck, Scientech, LAAO 
T. Baca, EM, LANL, MS-J591 
D. Mcinroy, EM/ER, LANL, MS-M992 
K. Hargis, EM, LANL, MS-J591 
D. Hickens, EMlER, LANL, MS-M992 

SEP 2 3 1994 
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(September 19, 1994) 

ATTACHMENT 

1. On June 21, 1994, Los Alamos National Laboratory (the "Lab") and the 
Department of Energy Los Alamos Area Office (DOE-LAAO) received a Notice of 
Deficiency (NOD) from the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) after 
their review of the Technical Area (TA) 16 Material Disposal Area P Landfill Closure 
Plan submitted August 30, 1993. 

2. Responses to the NOD were submitted to NMED on July 20, 1994 by the Lab and 
DOE-LAAO with a 120 day request for extension on issues pertaining to NMED 
concerns regarding submittal of groundwater monitoring plans and final 
engineering plans on the proposed cap/cover design prior to final approval. The 
request for extension has not been approved or denied as of this date. 

3. NMED issued a notice to the public on or about August 12, 1994, of the Lab's 
intent to close MDA P landfill as proposed in the August 1993 Closure Plan 
application. The public was invited to provide comments or request a public 
hearing on the Plan for consideration by NMED in formulating their final decision 
to approve or deny the Plan not later than September 19, 1994. 

4. The Lab and DOE-LAAO, as members of the public and interested parties in the 
final disposition of the Closure Plan, submitted notice to NMED withdrawing the 
August 30, 1993 Closure Plan, effective September 19, 1994. A request was also made 
to have the notice of withdrawal incorporated as a public comment. Withdrawal of 
the August 30, 1993 Closure Plan obviates and makes moot the request for extension 
to the NOD and the responses which would otherwise be required. 

5. The Lab and DOE-LAAO, in withdrawing the August 30, 1993 Closure Plan, 
propose to submit an NMED approvable Closure Plan which details the removal of 
the landfill contents for a demonstration of clean closure equivalency. The Lab and 
DOE-LAAO proposes to submit a Clean Closure Plan for NMED review not later 
than 120 days from receipt of NMED notice either ratifying withdrawal or in lieu 
thereof the denial or disapproval of the August 1993 Closure Plan. 

6. Upon NMED approval of the Clean Closure Plan, activities associated with the 
clean closure are proposed for a scheduled period of approximately sixteen months 
duration. 
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7. The rationale for the decision to withdraw the August 30, 1993 Closure Plan and 
submit a Clean Closure Plan developed during the review and evaluation of 
NMED's NOD and in the development of responses addressing the outstanding 
issues and concerns of NMED on groundwater monitoring and the engineering 
plans for the proposed cap I cover design. The following factors were considered as 
primarily bearing upon the decision to withdraw the 1993 Closure Plan and 
resubmit a Clean Closure Plan: 

a. A detailed cost analysis in 1994 dollars comparing the clean closure option versus 
a landfill cap/ cover option was generated for evaluation, with the clean closure 
option between one-third to two-thirds less than implementation of an engineered 
cap/ cover design option which requires long-term maintenance and the installation 
of an undetermined number of monitoring wells. 

b. Protection of human health and the environment for each option was also 
reevaluated. The cap/cover option, at this site, in the best or most favorable light 
only approach being as protective as removal of contaminants with the clean 
closure option. The cap/ cover option requires long term maintenance and ground 
water monitoring below and downstream of the site (for up to or exceeding thirty 
(30) years duration). 

c. Additional aspects of the detailed engineering required to apply a cap/cover on 
the steep slopes were only recently brought to light which diminished the 
desirability of the cap/cover as previously proposed in the August 30, 1993 Closure 
Plan. 



ID I Task 

Notice to Proceed 

"-
2 I Plans and Permits 

3 I OAPP 

4 I H&S Plan 

5 I Project Plan 

6 I Sampling and Analysis Plan 

7 I Waste Management Plan 

8 I Bum Permit Modification 

9 I RCRA Treatment Permit 

10 I NPDES Permit Modification 

11 I Subcontract and Equipment RFP Prep 

12 I Submit Plans to LANL for Review 

13 I LANL Review and Comment on Plans 

14 I LANL Return Comments on Plans 

15 I Incorporate Comments and Prepare Fina 

16 I LANL Review and Approve Plans 

17 I Equipment Evaluation and Award 

18 I Subcontractor Evaluation and Award 

19 I Plans Approved 

20 I Mobilization, Training and Physicals 

21 I Material/Equipment Delivery/Warehouse 

22 I Readiness Review 

23 

Task 

Project MDA-P Clean Closure 

Date: Tue 8/16/94 
Progress 

Milestone 

I 

Od Sat 7/1/95 Sat 7/1/95 

82d Mon 7/3/95 Tue 10/24/95 

14d Mon 713/95 Thu 7120/95 

14d Mon 713/95 Thu 7120/95 

14d Mon 713/95 Thu 7/20/95 

14d Mon 713/95 Thu 7/20/95 

14dl Mon 7131951 Thu 7/20/95 

60d Mon 713/95 Fri 9122195 

60d Mon 713/95 Frl9122195 

60d Mon 713/95 Fri 9122195 

20d Mon 713/95 Fri 7/28/95 

Od Thu 7120/95 Thu 7/20/95 3,4,5,6,7 

14d Frl7121195 Wed 8/9/95 12 

Od Wed819/95 Wed 8/9/95 13 

14d Thu 8/101951 Tue 8129/95114 

7d Wed 8/30195 I Thu 9/7195115 

14d Wed8/30/95 Mon 9/18195!11, 15 

14d Wed8/30195 Mon 9/18/95115 

Od Thu 9/7195 Thu 9/7195116 

21d Fri 9/8195 Fri 10/6195119 

21d Tue 9/19195 Tue 10/17195117,18,19 

5d Wed 10/18195 Tue 10/24195119,20,21 

·t&@f~~%~&&-~~~f:fi.= Summary .., .., Rolled Up Progress 

Rolled Up Task i~Mt@i.~$.:@:t-%W4 

• Rolled Up Milestone 0 
Page 1 

'" 



10 Task Name 

24 Begin Operations 

25 I Operations Clean Closure 

26 I Construct Decon Pad 40'x40' 

27 I Clear and Grub 

28 I Tree Removal 

29 I Relocate Power Poles 

30 I Construct Ponds 

31 I Decontaminate Debris 

32 I Remove Debris from Slopes 

33 I Flash/Burn Debris 

34 I Remove Top 6' of Cap 

35 I Sampling and Analysis 

36 I Remove Landfill Material 

37 I Treatment of Barium Contaminated Soil 

38 I Transportation and Disposal 

39 I Closure Survey 

40 I Place and Grade Topsoil 

41 I Reseed and Net Top and Slopes 

42 I Demobilize 

43 I Project Complete 

Task 

Project MDA-P Clean Closure 
Date: Tue 8/16/94 

Progress 

Milestone 

Tue 10/24/95 Tue 10124/95122,8,9,10 

267d Wed 10/25/95 Thu 10/31/96 

13d Wed 10125/95 Fri 11/1 0/95 24 

3d Wed 1 0125/95 Fri 10127/95 24 

3d Wed 1 0125/95 Fri 10127/95 24 

8d Wed 1 0125/95 Fri 11/3/95 24 

10d Wed 1 0125/95 Tue 11n195 24 

65d Mon 11/13/95 Fri 219/96 26,27,28,29,30 

60d Mon 11/13/95 Fri 212196 26,27,28,29,30 

20dl Mon215/961 Fri 3/1/96,32 

15d I Mon 215/961 Fri 2123196132 

150dl Mon 2126/96 I Fri 9120196130,34 

150d Mon 21261961 Fri 9120/96134 

13d Mon 21261961 Wed 3/13196134 

160d Mon 2112196 

14d Mon 9/23196 

5d Fri 10/11/96 

5d Fri 10/18/96 

5d Fri 1 0/25/96 

Od Thu 10/31/96 

~§.?-~~·~;:::~ ~~•?-{:;.:~ ~ ~:~/~::::• I • 

• 

Fri 9120/96131 

Thu 10/10196133,35,36,37,38 

Thu 10/17/96139 

Thu 1 0124/96 I 40 

Thu 10131/96,41 

Thu 10/31196142 

Summary ...,. ~ Rolled Up Progress 

~~@.j~~~::?.J.~f::~~:~~~~t;.h;· Rolled Up Task _ 

Rolled Up Milestone 0 
Page2 



Task Name 

Notice to Proceed 

2 I Plans and Permits 

3 I OAPP 

4 I H&S Plan 

5 I Project Plan 

6 I Sampling and Analysis Plan 

7 I Waste Management Plan 

8 I Bum Permit Modification 

9 I RCRA Treatment Permit 

10 I NPDES Permit Modification 

11 I Subcontract and Equipment RFP Prep 

12 I Submit Plans to LANL lor Review 

13 I LANL Review and Comment on Plans 

14 I LANL Return Comments on Plans 

15 I lncoroorate Comments and Prepare Fina 

16 I LANL Review and Approve Plans 

17 I Equipment Evaluation and Aw8ld 

18 I Subcontractor Evaluation and Award 

19 I Plans Approved 

20 I Mobilization, Training and Physicals 

21 I Material/Equipment Delivery/Warehouse 

22 I Readiness Review 

23 

Project MDA-P Clean Closure 

Date: Tue 8/16/94 

Task 

Progress 

Milestone 

Od Sat 7/1195 

82d Mon 7/3/95 

-
14d Mon 713195 

14d Mon 713195 

14d Mon 713195 

14d Mon 713195 

14d Mon 713195 

60d Mon 713195 

60d Mon 713195 

60dl Mon 713195 

20d Mon 713195 

Od Thu 7120195 

14d Fri 7121195 

Od Wed 819195 

14d Thu 8/10195 

7d WedS/30195 

14dl WedS/30195 

14d I Wed 8/30195 

Odl Thu 9/7195 

21d 1 Fri 9/8195 

21d I Tue 9/19195 

5d I Wed 10/18195 

WMt~i'f@.~J.%~W.J$!:' 

• 

Sat 7/1/95 

Tue 10n4195 

Thu 7120195 

Thu 7120195 

Thu 7120195 

Thu 7120195 

Thu 7120195 

Fri 9122195 

Frl9122195 

Fri 9122195 

Fri 7128195 

Thu 7/20195 J3,4,5,6,7 

Wed 819195j12 

Wed 819195113 

Tue 8129195 14 

Thu 9/7195 15 

Mon 9/18/95 11,15 

Mon 9/18195 15 

Thu 9/7195 16 

Fri 10/6195 19 

Tue 10/17195 17,18,19 

Tue 10124195 19,20,21 

Summary 

Rolled Up Task 

...,. ...,. Rolled Up Progress 

~ 

Rolled Up Milestone 0 
Page 1 

,. 



24 I Begin Operations 

··--···--
25 I Operations Clean Closure 

·-·· ·--· 
26 I Construct Decon Pad 40'x40' 

27 I Clear and Grub 

-
28 I T rae Removal 

29 I Relocate Power Poles 

30 I Construct Ponds 

31 I Decontaminate Debris 

32 I Remove Debris from Slopes 

33 I Flash/Burn Debris 

34 I Remove Top 6' of Cap 

35 I Sampling and Analysis 

36 I Remove Landfill Material 

37 I Treatment of Barium Contaminated Soil 

38 I Transportation and Disposal 

39 I Closure Survey 

40 I Place and Grade Topsoil 

41 I Reseed and Net Top and Slopes 

42 I DemobiUze 

43 I Project Complete 

Task 

Project MDA-P Clean Closure 

Date: Tue 8/16/94 
Progress 

Milestone 

I 
Predecessors 

Od/ Tue 10/24/95/ Tue 10124/95/22.8,9,10 

267d Wed 10/25/95 Thu 10131/96 

13d Wed 10125/95 Fri 11/10/95124 

3d Wed 10125/95 Fri 10127/95 24 

3d Wed 10125/95 Fri 1 0/27/95 24 

8d Wed 10/25/95 Fri 11/3/95 24 

10d Wed 10/25195 Tue 11n195 24 

65d Mon 11/13195 Fri 219196 26,27,28,29,30 

60d Mon 11/13195 Fri 212196 26,27,28,29,30 

20d Mon 215196 Fri 311196,32 

15d Mon215196 Fri 2123196/32 

150d Mon2126196 Fri9120196J30,34 

150d Mon2126196 Frl 9120196 I 34 

13d Mon 2126196 Wed 3113196 134 

160d Mon 2/12196 Fri 9120196131 

14d Mon 9123/96 I Thu 10/10196133.35,36,37,38 

5d Fri 10/111961 Thu 10/17196139 

5d Fri 10/181961 Thu 1 0/24196 I 40 

5d Fri 10/251961 Thu 10/31196141 

Od Thu 10/311961 Thu 10/31196142 

~~~~~-~~:?.::~?z~·~;~~$.~;~~~::f Summary T- T 

• 
.~~~~*r??.1:~~~~*~=i~J~:~~?.~~·· Rolled Up Task _ 

Rolled Up Milestone () 

P"Vln,., 

Rolled Up Progress 


