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NMED Comment 2: 

LANL sampling and analysis documents, included with all MDA-P 
closure plan submittals, have indicated a release as defined in 
proposed Subpart S of 40 CFR 265. According--t~o~~40 CFR 265 
Subpart S a release "Means any spilling, leaking, pouring, 
emitting, emptying, discharging, injecting, pumping, escaping, 
leaching, dumping, or disposing of hazardous wastes (including 
hazardous constituents) into the environment (including the 
abandonment or discarding of barrels, containers, and other 
closed receptacles containing hazardous wastes or hazardous 
constituents)." Having had a release from the unit LANL must 
pursue RCRA Corrective Action. For further explanation see No. 3 
below. 

NMED Comment 3: 

RCRA Corrective Action by removal at MDA-P is appropriate. 

NMED agrees that "closure by removal" may be in the best 
interests of protecting human health and the environment under 40 
CFR § 265.111(a) which "minimizes the need for further 
maintenance'' and 40 CFR § 265.111(b) which "Controls, minimizes, 
or eliminates, to the extent necessary to protect human health 
and the environment, post-closure release of hazardous waste, 
hazardous constituents, leachate, contaminated runoff, or 
hazardous waste decomposition products to the ground or surface 
waters or to the atmosphere." LANL is referred to U.S.Department 
of Energy RCRA Information Brief EH-231-051/0295 (February 1995) 
RCRA Corrective Action and Closure. By completing a RCRA 
Corrective Action and removing the waste/constituents, LANL would 
achieve the same end product as a clean closure of a landfill 
(which is not provided for by 40 CFR regulations) . RCRA 
Corrective Action does meet the requirements under 40 CFR § 

2 7 0 . 1 (c) ( 5) and 4 0 CFR § 2 7 0 . 1 (c) ( 6) . 

NMED Comment 4: 

In Section 6.2.6 LANL neglected to address the closure methods 
used at MDA-P and the impact on the local ecosystem's Endangered, 
Threatened or Sensitive Species. This issue must be addressed 
under 16 U.S.C. 661 that requires permitting of impoundments, 
diversions, or other control or modification of any body of 
water. NMED's concern is that LANL may violate the surface water 
turbidity standards, set by NMED Surface Water Bureau, of the 
stream at the toe of the landfill during cleanup operations. 
Methods to prevent this violation are available, must be 
permitted by the Corps of Engineers, and need to be described in 
detail as part of this closure plan. 
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