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SUBJECT: 15-DAY WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF A RELEASE FROM
PRS 16-010(j) (FORMER OU 1082)

Dear Mr. Garcia:

The purpose of this letter is provide written notification of a release of potable water to
Potential Release Site (PRS) 16-010(j) that was noted by Los Alamos National
Laboratory (LANL) personnel on July 25, 1997. The verbal notification of this release
was made by Alex Puglisi on July 25, 1997 to Stu Dinwiddie of your staff.

PRS 16-010(j) is LANL structure number TA-16-394. It was originally built in 1951 to
receive high explosive residue wash water from the Technical Area (TA) 16 basket
wash facility. The filter bed was modified and is now a 12 ft x 12 ft x 1 ft deep metal
tray. Oil and solvent contaminated with high explosive are poured into the trays and
burned. PRS 16-010(j) is also a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
Interim Status open burning unit.

The potable water discharged was from the TA-16 Burn Ground underground water
system. The discharge rate was estimated to be one gallon per minute and the total
volume of water estimated to have been discharged is 141,120 gallons. The origin of
the leak was approximately 60 yards north of 16-010(j). The water flowed over
portions of the ground at the PRS but not over the metal pan and was noted to have an
oily sheen. The oily sheen may have resulted from past releases at the site. The
water continued to flow southeast to the straw bale best management practice (BMP)
that had been installed in the drainage and 25 yards beyond the BMP. The BMP
successfully worked as the oil sheen was no longer visible in water flowing away from
the straw bales. No water reached the stream course in Canon de Valle. No erosion
occurred at the PRS. The leak was fixed on July 30, 1997 and the discharged ceased.
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at 667-0819 or Joe Mose at 667-5808.

Sincerely, /é‘f Qe %’L

Jorg Jansen, Program Manager Theodore J. Taylor, Program Manager
LANL/ER Project DOE/LAAO
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Cy (w/ atts):

D. Griswold, AL-ERD, MS A906
D. Mclnroy, EM/ER, MS M992
R. Michelotti, CST-7, MS E525
J. Mose, LAAO, MS A316

D. Neleigh, EPA, R.6, 6PD-N

T. Taylor, LAAO, MS A316

K. Zamora, LAAO, MS A316

S. Dinwiddie, NMED-HRMB

M. Leavitt, NMED-GWQB

J. Parker, NMED-OB

G. Saums, NMED-SWQB

S. Yanicak, NMED-AIP, MS J993
EM/ER File, MS M992

RPF, MS M707



