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University of Cal/fom/a 
Environmental Restoration Project, MS M992 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 
505-667 -0808/F AX 505-665-47 47 

Mr. Benito Garcia 
NMED-HRMB 
P.O. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

U. S. Department of Energy 
Los Alamos Area Office, MS A316 
Environmental Restoration Program 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 
505-667 -7203/FAX 505-665-4504 

Date: September 25, 1997 
Refer to: EM/ER:97 -397 

SUBJECT: INFORMATION ON DISCOVERY OF RADIOACTIVELY 
CONTAMINATED MATERIAL AT PRS 16-009 

Dear Mr. Garcia: 

In a teleconference on August 22, 1997, Los Alamos National Laboratory and 
Department of Energy Los Alamos Area Office representatives informed John Kieling 
of the New Mexico Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau (HRMB) of the 
unexpected discovery of radioactively-contaminated material at Potential Release Site 
(PRS) 16-009. This material was found during routine construction activities in that 
PRS. Levels of activity, as measured using hand-held instruments, were- 27K dpm. 
This letter represents a documentation of the teleconference. 

As indicated in the teleconference, the Laboratory will also modify the approved 
sampling and analysis (SAP) plan for PRS 16-009, which is presented in the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act Facility Investigation (RFI) Work Plan for Operable 
Unit 1082, because of this unexpected discovery of subsurface radioactive 
contamination. 

1. A geophysical investigation (e.g. ground-penetrating radar, electrical and 
magnetic methods) will be conducted at PRS 16-009 to locate any additional 
subsurface debris. The geophysical surveys will be performed during September 
1997. 

2. Additional subsurface sampling at PRS 16-009 beyond that proposed in the RFI 
Work Plan will be proposed. The sampling approach will be determined based on 
geophysical survey data. 

The Laboratory will submit this SAP modification during the first quarter of 
Fiscal Year 1998. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Roy Michelotti at (505) 665-7 444 or 
Joe Mose at (505) 667-5808. 

JJm/ss 

Cy: D. Griswold, AL-ERD, MS A906 
J. Harry, EES-5, MS M992 
R. Michelotti, CST-7, MS E525 
J. Mose, LAAO, MS A316 
D. Neleigh, EPA, R.6, 6PD-N 
C. Rodriguez, CIO/ER, MS M769 
T. Taylor, LAAO, MS A316 
J. White, ESH-19, MS K490 
S. Dinwiddie, NMED-HRMB 
M. Leavitt, NMED-GWQB 
J. Parker, NMED-HRMB 
G. Saums, NMED-SWQB 
S. Yanicak, NMED-AIP, MS J993 
RPF, MS M707 

Information Only 
T. Baca, EM, MS J591 
M. Buksa, CST-18, MS E525 
J. Canepa, EM/ER, MS M992 
T. Glatzmaier, DDEES/ER, MS M992 
T. Longo, DOE-HQ, EM-453 
D. Mcinroy, EMlER, MS M992 
J. Plum, LAAO, MS A316 
S. Rae, ESH-18, MS K497 
G. Rael, AL-ERD, MS A906 
P. Shanley, ESH-19, K498 
J. Vozella, LAAO, MS A316 
Field Unit 3 Files, MS E525 
EM/ER File, MS M992 
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