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MEETING NOTES 

Date: Thursday, December 3, 1998 
Location and Time: LANL ER Project Offices, 0900 hrs 

Attendees: 
Kim Hill, NMED 
Steve Yanicak, DOE OB 
Michael Dale, DOE OB 
Mark Tardiff, 260 RFJJCMS Team 
Don Hickmott, 260 RFJJCMS Team 
John McCann, 260 RFJJCMS Team 
Val Rhodes. EMlER 
Joe Mose, LAAO 

BACKGROUND 

The LANL ER Project submitted an RFI Report documenting Phase II investigation 
work, and CMS Plan for the TA-16 260 Outfall (PRS 16-021(c)) in September 1998. 
The purpose of this meeting was to informally discuss preliminary regulatory comments 
on these two documents. Comments presented by NMED are summarized by document 
below. ' 

DISCUSSION 

CMS Plan 

Don presented a synopsis of planned work for FY 1999. His vugraphs are provided as an 
attachment to this memo. Discussions focussed most strongly on Chapter 6 of the CMS 
Plan, which outlines upcoming Phase III investigations at PRS 16-021(c). 

• LANL discussed the rationale for the bromide sampling in the source region. NMED 
agreed that the sampling made sense, provide it was not too costly. NMED suggested 
that LANL also sample for bromide downgradient, as well as in the source region 
trench. LANL agreed to do this. 

• A major issue was the scale of the hydrogeologic investigations. R-25 well results 
suggest that a wider perspective on TA-16 hydrogeology is necessary. NMED 
suggested stable isotope sampling at a wide-range of locales across the site. Specific 
concerns were expressed about Fish Ladder Seep and Canyon, the headwaters of 
Canon de Valle, and the reach investigations in Canon de Valle. LANL noted that 
many of these locales were being investigated in other parts of the ER project (i.e. 
Fish Ladder Seep will be investigated with the TA-16-340 sumps; the upper and 
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lower reaches of Canon de Valle will be investigated by Canyons). LANL agreed to 
sample more widely for stable isotopes, particularly in the upper reaches of Canon de 
Valle. LANL also agreed to set up a meeting to discuss broader-scale studies ofTA-
16 hydrogeology. LANL noted that R-25 results would be incorporated into the 
hydrogeologic conceptual model. NMED suggested more detailed incorporation of 
surface water into the conceptual model. 

• LANL requested eliminating either the filtered or unfiltered suites for the December 
quarterly sampling based on the good agreement between the two based on existing 
data. LANL also requested to switch to Clean Water Act analytical methods. NMED 
requested that LANL continue to sample as they had in the past (SW 846 methods, 
filtered and unfiltered pairs for metals). LANL agreed. DOE/OB volunteered to 
provide the unfiltered sample analysis for metals for the upcoming quarterly 
sampling. Kim agreed to raise the CW A method issue with others at NMED. 

• NMED requested that LANL be more consistent in its treatment of COPCs in the 
different components in the investigation. LANL agreed to look at the plan for 
inconsistencies. 

• DOE/OB suggested that the push wells in the downgradient section of Canon de 
Valle be screened as alluvial wells. LANL will attempt to do this on at least one well. 
NMED requested a tour of the Canon de Vaile and Martin Spring alluvial systems. 
LANL will set this up ASAP. 

• DOE/OB and NMED made several suggestions about analytical suites to be added to 
the sampling. These include use of the Hach field barium kit and a field kit for 
bromide. NMED also suggested analyzing some water samples for extended HE 
(nitroglycerine) and uranium. LANL will do this in the upcoming quarterly sampling. 

• NMED expressed concerns with the discussion of institutional controls in the CMS 
plan. LANL will respond to this concern during the formal response to NMED's 
comments. 

• NMED suggested that more information would be useful in Chapter 2 of the CMS 
Plan- in particular cross sections and time series plots might be included. LANL 
noted that the RFI and CMS Plans were meant to be considered together and noted 
that it is difficult to achieve an appropriate balance between too much and too little 
detail in an RFI summary. LANL will address any comments on Chapter 2 during 
formal response to NMED's comments. 

• NMED noted that there appeared to be some inconsistencies in the COPCs considered 
in the RFI Report and CMS Plan. LANL will look into this. 

• NMED noted that they would provide formal comments on the CMS Plan and 
suggested that replacement pages would probably be required. 

LANL noted that they planned to proceed at risk on the CMS investigations, both the 
field sampling and the bench and pilot studies. NMED suggested that documentation of 
this in meeting minutes was adequate. LANL agreed to incorporate issues that had been 
discussed in this meeting into the upcoming quarterly sampling. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

1. LANL will sample for bromide downgradient, as well as in the source region, during 
the Interim Measure. Pending. 

2. LANL will sample the upper reaches of Canon de Valle during the upcoming 
quarterly sampling round. Complete. 

3. LANL will schedule a meeting to discuss wider scale studies ofTA-16 hydrogeology. 
Pending. 

4. LANL will contact DOE/OB about participating in the upcoming quarterly sampling. 
Complete. 

5. NMED will address the CWA methods vs SW 846 Methods in the near future. 
Pending 

6. LANL will look for inconsistencies in analyte suites between investigations outlined 
in the CMS plan. Pending. 

7. LANL will complete at least one ofthe downgradient push wells in Canon de Valle 
as an alluvial well, if possible. Pending. 

8. LANL will set up a tour of Canon de Valle. Complete. 
9. LANL will add several analytes (Ba and Br screening, extended HE, and uranium) to 

the upcoming quarterly sampling. Complete. 
10. NMED to prepare official letter transmitting comments on the CMS Plan. LANL will 

respond with insertable replacement pages as appropriate, or will present how the 
comment will be addressed in future CMS documents. Pending. 

RFI Report 

Several comments on the eco-screening assessment have been prepared by NMED, but 
were not discussed at this meeting due to their preliminary nature. These comments will 
be presented in a formal letter officially addressing this document. It was agreed that 
special attention should be paid to evaluating the utility of extensive comment resolution 
and editing of this document in light of future CMS process and documents to follow for 
this PRS. Other comments on the RFI document included: 

• Checking for discrepancies between individual results tables presented in the text of 
Sections 2, 3, 4; summary tables presented in Section 2, 3, 4; Table 6-1; and 
associated text matter. 

• Check the treatment of the radionuclides detected in the various media and results of 
gamma spec data. 

• Improve the discussion mercury in the bioaccumulator section of Section 6 (p. 6-18). 
• Address Water Canyon Fault, which was presented on a Figure in Section 5, but not 

discussed in the text. 

ACTION ITEMS 

1. Tour. Complete. 
2. NMED to prepare official letter transmitting comments on the RFI Report. LANL 

will respond with insertable replacement pages as appropriate, or will present how the 
comment will be addressed in future CMS documents. Pending. 


