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University of California 
Environmental Science and Waste Technology (E) 
Environmental Restoration, MS M992 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 
505-667-0808/FAX 505-665-4747 

Mr. John Young, Corrective Action Project Leader 
Permits Management Program 
NMED- Hazardous Waste Bureau 
2044 A Galisteo 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 
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U.S. Department of Energy 
Los Alamos Area Office, MS A316 
Environmental Restoration Program 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 
505-667 -7203/FAX 505-665-4504 

Date: 

Refer to: 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR "NO LONGER CONTAINED IN" DETERMINATION 
FOR THE TECHNICAL AREA (TA)-16-394 BURN TRAY 

Dear Mr. Young: 

The purpose of this letter is to request that the New Mexico Environment Department 
Hazardous Waste Bureau (NMED-HWB) use their discretionary authority to determine 
that environmental media generated during partial closure activities at the TA-16-394 
Burn Tray do not warrant management as F-listed hazardous waste. Partial closure 
activities for this waste management structure are presented in Closure Plan for the 
TA-16-394 Burn Tray (LA-UR-99-6216), which was submitted to your office on 
December 2,1999 (cover letter referenced by E/ER:99-343). 

Partial closure activities completed to date include the removal of the burn tray, the 
concrete structure and associated gravel and sand, and environmental media (soil/tuff) 
surrounding and beneath the structure. The burn tray has been flashed and will be 
recycled while the concrete structure and gravel and sand have been appropriately 
characterized for disposal as hazardous waste. Approximately 120 cubic yards of 
environmental media (soil/tuff) removed adjacent to and beneath the structure are 
currently being managed and stored in a less than 90-day accumulation area. Recently 
received analytical sample results associated with the environmental media indicate the 
presence of low levels of 1,1 ,2,2-tetrachloroethane, tetrachloroethylene, 
trichloroethylene, toluene, and acetone that are known or believed to have originated 
from processes for which listed wastes are identified. 
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The Los Alamos National Laboratory proposes to use the Environmental Protection 
Agency Region 6 Human Health Medium-Specific Screening Levels (MSSLs) for 
comparison to as-found concentrations to determine whether any of the organic 
constituents detected in excavated environmental media from the TA-16-394 Burn Tray 
warrant management as F-listed hazardous waste. The proposed MSSLs are based on 
the industrial receptor using direct exposure routes (inhalation, ingestion, and dermal 
contact) and are derived using conservative exposure parameters for reasonable 
maximum exposure. These MSSLs, based on an industrial receptor, are appropriate 
because the environmental media excavated as part of partial closure activities will be 
properly disposed in a Subtitle D engineered facility. 

The organic constituents, maximum concentrations, and the proposed MSSLs are 
shown in the table below: 

Organic Constituent Maximum Concentration MSSL 
(mg/kg) (mg/kg) 

1,1 ,2,2-tetrachlorethane 0.022 0.84 

tetrachloroethylene 0.071 13 

2-butanone 0.031 26000 

toluene 0.006 520 

acetone 0.16 5800 

All of the as-found concentrations of the organic constituents in the excavated 
environmental media are below the MSSLs. If and when NMED determines that the 
environmental media generated during partial closure activities at the TA-16-394 Burn 
Tray do not warrant management as F-listed hazardous waste, the material will be 
managed and disposed appropriately as solid waste. 

The LANL believes that a "no longer contained in" determination for the organic 
constituents listed above would expedite completion of the partial closure of the 
TA-16-394 Burn Tray and reduce overall project costs. If you have any questions, 
please contact Dave Mcinroy at (505) 667-0819 or Gene Turner at (505) 667-.5794. 

Sincerely, 

00 
~ulie A. Canepa, Prog anager 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Environmental Restoration 

JC/TT/VR/vn 

Sincerely, 

I~ 
Theodore J. Taylor, Project Manager 
Department of Energy 
Los Alamos Area Office 

An Equal Opportunity Employer/Operated by the University of California 



I I 

.. 
Mr. John Young -3-
E R2000-0629 
Cy (wo/enc.): 
J. Canepa, E/ER, MS M992 
G. Bacigalupa, RESH-19, K490 
J. Bearzi, NMED-HWB 
M. Buksa, E/ET, MS M992 
R. Dinwiddie, NMED-HWB 
J. Ellvinger, ESH-19, K490 
T. Grieggs, ESH-19,MS K490 
J. Kieling, NMED-HWB 
J. Mose, LAAO, MS A316 
D. Mcinroy, E/ER, MS M992 
D. Neleigh, US EPA (2 copies) 
V. Rhodes, E/ER, MS M992 
A. Sherrard, ESA, C924 
T. Taylor, LAAO, MS A316 
J. Tymkowych, E/ER, MS M992 
G. Turner, LAAO, MS A316 
J. Davis, NMED-SWQB 
M. Leavitt, NMED-GWQB 
J. Parker, NMED-DOE 08 
H. Wheeler-Benson, E/ER, MS M992 
S. Yanicak, NMED-DOE 08, MS J993 
J. Young, NMED-HWB (2 copies) 
E/ER File, MS M992 
RPF, MS M707 
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