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MEMORANDUM 

MEMO TO FILE 
Eliza Frank tiff~ 
1/04/02 
Record of communication regarding a phone conversations between 
Eliza Frank, Hazardous Waste Bureau, and Don Hickmott, Los 
Alamos National Laboratory 

Eliza Frank of HWB contacted Don Hickmott of LANL regarding a reference cited in the 
RFI Report for Potential Release Sites at TA-16, PRSs 16-003(k) and 16-021c), dated 
September 1996, LA-UR-96-3191. On page 23, LANL states that "In 1994 roughly 2.5 
million gal. of HE wastewater were discharged at TA-16-260 under National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit EPA 05A056 (No author 1994, 15-16-
629)." The reference No author 1994, 15-16-629 refers to No Author 1994. "HE 
Outfall Plan Constituent Data, "Los Alamos National Laboratory Report, Los Alamos, 
New Mexico. 

During our phone conversation today, Don explained that during the RFI LANL needed 
to calculate flow volumes from the 260 outfall (16-021(c)). The only actual number 
LANL has is a flow measurement taken in 1994 for an entirely different purpose than the 
RFI. (In the early 1990s when Operations at LANL wanted to cease discharging through 
some outfalls, the TA-16-260 outfall was apparently gauged in order to calculate the 
volume of discharge and estimate cost savings for no longer using the NPDES outfall, 
versus treating the discharge at a nearby facility. The precise location of the gauge is not 
stated. In 1994, the discharge volume for TA-16-260 was 2,525,600 gallons per year. 
LANL then estimated the volume of discharges over time.) During the peak of 
operations at TA-16-260 during the 1950s and 1960s, it is presumed that as many as 
several million gallons per year were discharged. LANL assumed that the volume 
reported in 1994 was relatively low because operations during the 1950s and 1960s were 
significantly higher (three shifts per day for seven days each week). 

HWB obtained a copy ofthis reference from Don via facsimile today. It is attached to 
this memo. 

LANL also has the NPDES permit applications prepared in the 1970s, however these 
estimates are likely to be too generic. 
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