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SECRETARY 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

October 25, 2006 

David Gregory David McInroy 
Federal Project Director Remediation Services Deputy Project Director 
Los Alamos Site Office Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Department of Energy P.O. Box 1663, Mail Stop M992 
528 35th Street, Mail Stop A316 Los Alamos, NM 87545 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 

RE: 	 APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS 
INVESTIGATION REPORT FOR THE TA-16-340 COMPLEX 
[CONSOLIDATED UNITS 13-003(a)-99 AND 16-003(n)-99 AND SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT UNITS 16-003(0), 16-026(j2), AND 16-029(1)] 
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY, NM0890010515 
HWB-LANL-06-005 

Dear Messrs. Gregory and McInroy: 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) has received the Response to the Notice of 
Disapprovalfor the Investigation Reportfor the TA-16-340 Complex [Consolidated Units 13
003(a)-99 and 16-003(n)-99 and Solid Waste Management Units 16-003(0), 16-02602), and 16
029(1) (Response), dated October 17, 2006 and referenced by LA-UR-06-7258/EP2006-0903). 
NMED has reviewed this document and hereby approves the Response and the aforementioned 
report with the modifications outlined in this letter. The Department ofEnergy and the Los 
Alamos National Security, LLC (collectively, the Permittees) must provide the infonnation as 
outlined in this letter within thirty (30) days of receipt ofthis letter. All submittals (including 
figures) must be in the form of two paper copies and one electronic copy in accordance with 
Section XLA of the Order on Consent (Consent Order). 
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The Permittees must document all activities conducted pursuant to this approval in the 
Investigation Report for the TA-16-340 Complex, including the modifications outlined in this 
letter. Noncompliance with the modifications outlined in the approval letter may result in 
automatic rescission of the work plan approval and potentially subject the Permittees to an 
enforcement action. Furthermore, the Permittees shall only respond to comments in an approval 
with modifications to which NMED specifically requires a response, in which case the response 
shall be limited to only that required by NMED. 

Comments <Numbers refer to comment numbers in the NOD): 

5. 	 NMED concurs with the Permittees proposal to use the two 15-foot boreholes to help 
define the extent of metals contamination in the sump area but does not believe that the 
new intermediate-depth borehole, as the Permittees assert, will aid in helping to define 
extent ofmetals contamination in this area. The intermediate depth borehole would be 
approximately 200 feet away from the nearest 15-foot borehole and is, therefore, not 
likely to intersect contaminant releases from the sumps. (No response required.) 

6. 	 The Permittees must propose a due date for the Phase II investigation report subject to 
approval by NMED. 

10. 	 The additional intermediate-depth borehole the Permittees must drill as part ofthe 
response to specific comment #13 is too far away from sampling location 16-24894 to 
determine the extent of release at this location. This location is adjacent to the former 
building and there was more fill at this location than the others. The concentrations of 
several constituents are increasing with depth, some of which have concentrations one 
order of magnitude greater than the overlying intervaL NMED is concerned that the 
building may have acted as a conduit for a release through the fill and into the tuff. For 
these reasons, samples collected at deeper intervals at this location are warranted. The 
Permittees must collect samples from deeper intervals at location 16-24894 to determine 
extent of SVOCs and dibenzofuran contamination. (No response required.) 

13. 	 The intermediate-depth borehole should be located at sampling location 16-24899 to 
determine the extent of the contamination in this area of the drain line. In addition, the 
Permittees must collect and analyze tuff samples according to the approved work plan. 
(N0 response required.) 

16. 	 The Permittees agreed to relog the core that was collected from intermediate-depth 
boreholes 16-23691 and 16-23692 but did not provide the information in the Response. 
The Permittees must provide the requested information within the timeframe provided in 
this letter. 
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Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Darlene Goering of my staff at (505) 
428-2542. 

Sincerely, 

1~~' 
James Bearzi 
Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 
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cc: D. Goering, NMED HWB 
S. Yanicak, NMED DOE OB, MS 1993 
L. King, EPA 6PD-N 
G. Rael, DOELASO, MS A316 
A. Phelps, LANL MS M591 
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