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P SUBJECT: Recommendations concerning tha plugging of ground-water monitoring

wells and boreholes, at Los klamos National Laboratory, New Mexico

It has come to our attention that two Envirconmental Restoration (ER) ground-
water (canyon alluvium) monitoring wells (well designations unknown) located
in Pajarito Canyon at Tech Area (TA) 18 and one borehole (LADP-4) at TA-21

have been plugged. As part of DOE OB's technical oversight of the ER Project
and other environmental projects, we encourage that LANL contact DOE OB prior
to plugging of any ground-water monitoring wells or borehole (dry)

penetrations greater than 100 ft in depth. For example,

Pajarito Canyon

monitoring wells could have been useful in monitoring future spills,
contaminant plumes, developing potentiometric maps, tracer tests, etc., and
LADP-4 could have been re-entered and drilled approximately 400 ft deeper to

the regional aquifer,

which would have been very cost effective considering

the high cost of drilling. The installation of LADP-4 to the regional
aquifer could have been included in DOE's Groundwater Protection Management

Program Plan.

If there are any questions concerning this matter please contact Michael Dale

at 672-0449.

Sincerely,
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Steve Yanicak,” NMED, DOE OB, LANL POC
New Mexico Environment Department
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cc: Neil Weber, NMED, Chief, DOE Oversight Bureau

Benito Garcia, NMED, Chief, HRMB
Jim Piatt, NMED, Chief, SWQB
Marcy Leavitt, NMED, Chief, GWQB

Mat Johansen, DOE LARO, MS A316Bob Simeone, DOE LAAO, MS A31le6

Bonnie Koch, DOE LAAO, MS A31l6
Everett Trollinger, DOE LAAO, MS A31l6
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