
Hay 5, 1948 

CUR Division Safety Department 

Conta~inated Dump Fire, ~ay 3, 19~8 

'.i'ha contamiMted dump, located en tho D? Site road, "Fias· the sceP...e 
o:f a fire which burned stubbornly :for t'"iio hours, Me~.y 3, 1948. An in
vestigation, by this department, has disclosed the follo~ing facts: 

l. At n-pproxirr.ately 10:20 A~J, !.!.:lly 3, 1948, an anonynous -person 
tele-.rhon.ed t~e Fire De})art!:lent that ••a ·small .fire 1s ~cu:rning 
in the contaminated durnp". T":ro piec€'s of :fire appPratns and 
a full com~lement of men restonded to the alarm and u~on ar
rival at the dump found sixty per cent of the open torticn 
of the dump ablaze &"ld f'la.ces shooting appro.xirnately :fi.fty 
feet into tha air. 

The firemen had little trouble in subduing tbe blaze, but }er
sistent e:f:forts to put it out 7-7ere of 11 ttle avail hac::!. use of 
the loaded condition of the dum~ area in whi~h the bL~ze was 
confined. Dense, low-h~nging smoka preVRiled in largs volume. 

2. P.t arproxitrately 10:35 At!, .James Tribby ·was notified or the 
.fire, in the absence of other Health Group r:ersonnel, Bnd 
with representati7es of tr:e Safety Depart~ent ~ent i~~ediP-tel7 
to the scene or the blaze and took ch~rge with Eerbert Drager. 
Because of the dense smoke -wr-.ich scattered throughout the 
~rea, due to tha condition'of shifting winds, all ~rens east 
::>.nd y;est of the dump, from the food \.'arehouses to tl'-~e D? Laun-
dry, ~ere evacuated of FBrsonnel. nesriratory protection ~~s ~ 
rrovide-d .for a 11 persons at the scene, and it was necessary 1 
to close t~e DP road to traffic. 

3. By 12:15 P:1! 7 tre fire r.P.d been extinguished except r"'cr tvto 
very small, isolated points and there ~as no longer any h~z
ard from smoke. 7he end or the emergency ~~s oeclar~d, and 
a 11 pe;~::-sons ~·ho had been ozposed to the smoke in t .. r.a area 
~ore mcnitored nnd glv~n no;,e counts. Fire Depart~ent per
sonnel were dismissed ot l: 15 P.i;~, but n stand-by crew o:f t1~o 
~en and one piece of apparatus werP. left until 5:30 ?M to 
watch for rekindling of the fire. 

4. Investigation h?.s f~iled to disclose any obvious cause for 
the bleze, and it is prcsuQed thnt it started by spontnnecus 
combustion. The area in ",vhich the blRZ<:! occurrs-:d hnd :::ot had 
any tr<J sh clum~ed 1 nto it. for ?bout thr~e da~,rs, nnd n!Uch of the 
trssh in the fira area had been in the du~r for three weeks. 
The trash inclu~ed large qu~ntities cf ~ocd from temror~ry 
storaze cabinets used by the Quantity Control repart~ent, sev
or:J.l 11 11va 11 ~t::;:re1ge b;.1tteries, 1nrgi3 qu~=mtities of <:::iscella-:1-
ecus r;crnp a;etals, disc3rdud ccntarr.insted clc.thing <:lr.:d bo~e'd 
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l?.borntory W:'\sto. The conditions '?."'ere idenlly suited for 
srcntanecus combustion. 

5. During the fire, there was some evidenca that chernicnls h~d 
been dis~osed of in the d~~p in an unauthorized ~anner in 
cardboard containers used for the regulRr disposal of comL~n 
l2boratory waste. Several cartons of waste ffave off minor 
explosions, and upon one occasion n cloud .of pink s~oke ~rose 
.from the debris in the dump.. ':ihether this ~as due to the 
heat of .t!:s :fire, the action of' the water or chemical reaction 
is not known. The condition c~rtainly did ~ot help in keep
ing tha fire under control. 

This rr:ost recent dump 1''ire should serve as an object lessen in 
r:2.ny respects. It shculd point to the hRzards of ha..ving the dump lc
CRt~d in are~s near or in line with living ond vorking Areas ~hare 
toxic smokes and vapors can create en omereency condition. Even though 
~e are presently short of dump space, it is roor policy to leave tne 
dum~ ur.covered ~or extended r.eriods of tize. If it is not ~rnctical 
to COVer the trash With a light l~yar Of dirt as a tempor~ry ~eRS~e 
before covering ove~ any portion eompletc:.:::..y, it is suggested that the 
dump be vret dm·:n -r;ith large quanti ties o.f water at least twice a "heek 
,;ntil such a ti:-ue ::.s more adequate preca.utions er-n be ta1<:en .. 

li~.D: dns 

cc: I.~bo.rator.:r Gafety Office 
Bolton __-
Tribby ,__..-
Stout 
File · ~ 

Herbert W. Drager 


