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CuR Division 3afety Department
Contaminated Dump Fire, ¥ay 3, 1948

The contaminated dump, lccated on the D? Site road, was the scene
of a fire which burned stubbornly for two hours, ¥ay 3, 1948. An in-
vestligation, by this department, has disclosed the following factss

1. At neproximetely 10:20 AN, Iay 3, 1948, an anonymors yperson
telethoned the Filre Pevartment that "2 small fire is turnlng
in the contamlnated dump®, Two pleces of fire sprearatns and
a full complement of men responded to the alarm and uron ar-
rival at the dump found sixt ty per cent of the open porticn
of the dump ablaze and flames shootlng approximately fif*v
feet into tha air.

The firemen had 1llttle trouble in subdulng the blaze, but yrer-
sistent efforts to put 1t out were of 1little avall because of
the loaded cocndition of the dump area 1n which the blaze was

confined. Dense, low-hanging smoke prevalled in largs volume.,

2. At a*nroxiratelj 10:35 AM, James Tribby was rotified of tha
fire, in the absence ot othar Health Group rersonnel, and
with representatives of tre 3afety Department went iT‘Bdi?bEl?
to the scene of the blaze and took charge with Eerbert Praoe ’
Because of the desnse smoke vhich scattered throughout the
area, due to the condition of shifting winds, 2ll areps east
and vest of the dump, frow the fcod warehousss to the D? Lzun-
dry, were evacuated of personnel. ‘osrira+0ry nrotection was
Trovided for all persons at the scene, and it was necessary
to close the DP road ito traifle,

3. By 12: 19 P¥, the Tire rad been extinguished except Tor two
very small, isolated noints and there w28 ne lcngzer any haz-
ard from smoke. The end of the emergency was declared, and
211 rersons w¥ho had bDeen exposed to the smoke in the area
were menltored and glven nose counts., Tire Tepariment psr- .
sonnel were dismissed st 1:15 Pif, but a stand~by crew of two
men znd one plece of apraratus were left until 5330 PM to
wateh for rekindling of the fire.

4, TInvestigatlon hes falled to dlsclese any cobvicus cause for
the blasze, and it 1s presumed that 1t started ry spontanasus
corbusticn, The area 1n which the blaze cccurrad had not hagd
any trasn dusmgped into it for about three dmys, “nd much cf the
trssh in the fira area }ad been in the dump for three weeks.
The trash included large guantitles ¢f weed Ifrom temrporary

- storage cabinets used by the Curantity Control Tepartment, s2v-

eral "liva" storage batteries, large guantitles of zlscellian-
ecus scrap metals, dlscardsad CﬂntamlratOd clcthing anrd boxed
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lzboratory waste, The éonditions ware ldeally sulted for
stcntaneous combustion.

Y. Purinz the fire, trhere was some evidence that chemicals had
" been disyosed of in the duwp in an unauthorized wanner in
axrdboard containers nsed for the regular disposal of common
laboratory waste. Several cartons of waste gave off minor
* explosions, and upcn one occasion a cicud of plnk smoke arose
from the debris in the dump. Thether thls was dve to the
heat of the fire, the actlon of the water or eremical reacticn
is not known., The condition certalnly did rot help in keep-
ing ths fire under control.

- This most recent dunp Tirs shcoculd serve as an object lesson in
rmeny respects. It should point to the hazards of having the dvmp lo-
catz2d in aress near or in line with living and working areas vhare
toxic smokes and vapors can create snh emergency conditicn, Even though
we are presently short of dump space, it is poor rolicy to leave the
dump uncovered for extended reriods of tiwe. If it is not practiceal
to cover the trash with a light layer of dirt as a temrorary measure
befeore covering over any pertion completely, it 1s suggested that ths
durp be wetl down with 1arge quantities of water at least itwice a weel
vniil such a tine as more adeguate precautions can be taken.
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