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BURIAL PITS 

Location: 

A map showing the locations and sizes of the various burial grounds 
is enclosed. 

Types and Quantities of Materials: 

The contaminated burial pits contain a wide variety of refuse such as 
laboratory trash, discarded air filters, vacuum filter sludge, laborator,y 
equipment, building materials, vehicles, and construction equipment. This 
refuse may originally have been contaminated with practically every known 
isotope. The compounds containing these isotopes may be soluble or insoluble, 
a few being in a liquid or gaseous phase. It is literally impossible to make 
an estimate of the total amount of long-life isotopes in these pits. The 
quantity is probably in the neighborhood of a few hundred grams. 

Methods of Burial: 

Large pieces of equipment that have become "too hot to handle 11 and can
not be decontaminated are buried in toto. Laboratory trash is packaged in 
cardboar\.1 cartons, hauled to a burial pit, crushed into a layer about 1811 to 
2411 deep with a bulldozer and covered with about 611 of compacted earth. The 
entire procedure is then repeated as each layer is built up. The 11 hot 11 vacuum 
filter sludge from liquid waste treatment plants is contained in discarded 55 
gallon oil drums. For a short period of time contaminated oil containing a 
considerable amount of activity was buried in oil drums, however this practice 
has been discontinued and only very small amounts of liquids are buried at the 
present time. The top cover on buried materials is about one foot of earth. 
The rurial pits range in depth from a few feet to 20 or 30 feet. 
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SUBJECT: BURIAL PITS U\ 
SYMBOL: LTW-1 

This office has received a request from the Albuquerque office of the 
U.S. Geological Survey for information on the method of burial of con
taminated solid wastes and location of the burial pits. Accordingly, 
we have assembled the information in the inclosed report. 

It is our understanding that a complete report ori solid waste disposal 
was written about a year ago. If this report is available it, of course, 
would be far better than the inclosed report and we would like to obtain 
a copy for transmittal to the U.S. Geological Survey. If this LASL re
port is not available, do you concur with the statementsmade in our re
port? 

Enclosure: 
Report - Burial Pits 
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