
TO 

L/"!: \LAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 
-- UNIVERSITY OF' CALIFORNIA 

LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

t~. E. Bradbury, Director . DATE: l•!zlrch 27, 1964 

Tt3.t1 : Jc~"l Bolton, lm"G-00 

FROM T. L. ffi&ip.man, M.D.,·Bealth Division Loadar 

SUBJECT: ~'1.~1:! D!SP03AL - m> SITS 

SYMBQL: 1-i 

consicoration ~st bo given to a aignific~t change in the 
facilit1Q3 for trcatmant of contaminated waste at DP Sits~ 
T11is is_ necessitated l>Y the filet that it is now ol:r1ious 
th~t both D? w~st and DP. East are in business perm~~ently 
and t.'lz:t DP East will in tho futuro produce increasing' .. 
.c.-:.ounts o£ radioactive wastec. · 

At the present time cont~'1linated wastes from DP East are 
simply discharged to an open pit north· of the installation. 
A pir~line must be constructed to the treatment plant at 
D? riest in tho near future • 

Unfortunately, the existing treatment plant at DP west docs 
not hava the capacity for handling any significant increase 
in input. This lonvGs one of three alternatives& 

1. Expand the eY.istin9 treat~~nt plant at DP West. ~~is 
propos~l ia not looked on with any degree of favor as tha 
existing plant is rathQr a hodgepodgo of previous additions. 
Furthermor~, it is built al~oot entirely above ground which 
n:c:'ms c;;.j--;treroo inefficiency in operation. Operating personnel 
mt4-t s:pe~d much of their time climbing up ·and do~ ladders 
e;...')d st~in-;ays. 

2·. It'illl a pip-eline from DP Site to TA-50. rllith two c:€myor,s 
in be~mon, this presents cnginoerin; problems which muy or 
~~Y not be insurmountable ~~d tho coat certainly would be high. 

3. Construct. a new \taste treatm-:;,nt plant to· sa-rva the two 
D? Sites ~his would certainly b3 our proferenee, ~~d wa are 
P-i::king a \.rilc1 9"'~ass at a cost of ~pprOA-imately $250,000. Soch 
~ p1~~t ~~~ld alrnoct certainly bG designed so th~t it could be 
op~ratcd i:1eo!'in.i taly by ~10 mon &:r.."ld 1 t ~uld h~v~ tr.o cc..p.:1ci ~Y 
for ~iy foracco~lo exp~~ion in work at either of t~~ D~ Zi~o. 
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t·! .·.E. Bradbury 
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L<!)5 a.LAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 
' UNIVERSITY 01". CALIFORNIA 

LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 

DATE: 
March 27, 1964 

To return to the firot alte=~ativo abovo, it ohotud be pointed 
out thut it is alroady bacoming incre~oingly difficult to· 1-:ccp 
the. exi~ting plunt in .oporation. So:o pcrts o~ it nro rclntiv3ly 
~cvi, 't·i!J.ilc other parts ru:~ virtu~lly \';om out and obsolatc. 
P.u~tl:c::moro, o::ioting structures such as pits and t::n'l::~ \'1hic'h . 
a::o ~lreiley surroundod mai~ further e~-panoion e;,..trorocly awk\.1~d. 

z.:ay ·x rOC,!t.."-eSt arl engine(.;u:;ing StUQy to decidG \1l1ich Of tha thrCG 
alternatives listed above should be consider~d most seriously 
\'lith a thOUC]ht. bGing given to this line item in either PY 66 
or 1!Y 6 7. · . · · , ' ; · 
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ORIGINAL SIGNED BY 
. THOMAS L. SHIPl\lAN, M. D. 

'I'~. L. SEIPZ-t.Z\J~ • M.D. 
•~a~th Oivioion Leader 
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