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LOS ALAMDS, NEW MELICDS 237344

OFFICE MEMORANDUv
¢ . J. E, Dummer, H-1 ‘ oate: April 17, 1973
i
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W. J. Maraman, CMB-11 ;

Generall's Tanks

. CMB-11

W. B. Gibson prepared a response to D. D. Meyer's questionnaire

on the General's tanks. Both memos are attached for your information.
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5 ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATOF
UMIVEARSITY OF CALIFORMIA
LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 273544

OFFICE MEMORANDUM al
TO W, J. Maraman, CMB-11 : DATE: December 6, 1971
FROM : W, B, Gibson, CMB-11 ' .
P
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SUBJECT: QGeneral's Tanks - Memo from Dean D, Meyer, December 3, 1971

SYMBOL ;v CMB-11

Champion's reéords; which were made at the time soluﬁ_ons W_e'ré
transferred into the tanks, on the basis of radioassay (total alphzi) of the
individual trailer tank loads, showed a total of 344 &ra.ms into the two tanks.

Inasmuch as records at that time were kept to the nearest O 01 grams,
thls is probably a reasonable figure for total alpha eqmvalent V
‘ A corroborative samphng of each tank was performed about 1950 or 195 1,
and the resuits were in good ehough agreement with the above that no corrections
were thought to be necessary. So far as I know, no records of this sampling are
still ih existence, but I seem to vaguely recall that the NaOH supernatant té.nk
had about 180 grams in 50,000 gallons, and the NH@_H tank had about 160 grams-
in 35,000 gallons, _ |

How much of this is actually Pu, and how nlubh is due to Am is ope;i to
speculation, but a reasonable guess might be abouf 90;30 grams of Pu, “and the
rest due to Am, but that is probably irrelevant, since the pmmary question is
not how much Pu, but rather how much activity. ] :
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LOS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORAT!
! ! ) UMIVERSITY OF CALIFDARMNIA
' ’ LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 87544

OFFKXZMEMORANDUM-

TO :W. J. Maraman, Group Leader, CMB-11 pDATE: Dac. 3, 1971

FrRom : Dean D. Meyer, Group Leader, H-1
susyeEcT: GENERAL'S TANKS

srymeoL : H-1-71-302

In the area between DP West and DP East, there are two
tanks designated as structures TA-21-107 and TA-21-108

on the Engineering Technical Area Structure location
plans. During the latter part of 1946 to an unknown
date, these tanks were used to store solutions contalnlpg
plutonium-239.. v

Sometime, these tanks will have to be removed. It will
be important at that time to know approximately hcw much
239py is in the tanks and what was the chemical nature
of the solutions stored. If possible, I would like t
have this information for the records.
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‘ Dean D. Meycr v
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