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'.OS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 
UNIVERSITY OF CALl FORNI A 

LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 87544 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
Margaret Ann Rogers, H-8 
Merlin Wheeler, H-8 

DATE: Oct. 29, 1973 

J. Nyhan, H-8 :rvJ J 
PARTIAL CHARACTERIZATION OF SOIL SAMPLE TAKEN IN D~ DIS~OSAL 
SHAFT. 
H8-73-247 

I have performed particle size distribution, particle 
density, bulk density and pH analyses on the soil sample 
you took in the DP disposal shaft (upper 20-25 feet) . ~ 
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The sample contained .24, 5.65, 43.45, 49.84, .80, and 

.02% of its particles in the greater than 2000-micron, 
1000-2000, 500-1000, 105-500, 53-105, and less than 53 
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micron size fractions. Thus, this soil seems to be an 
extremely well-sorted material, with over 93% of its particles 
in the 105-1000 micron fraction. 

The soil exhibted a pH of 8.25 in a 2:1 (distilled water: 
soil) mixture, a bulk density of 1.1 g/cm3 and a particle 
density of 2.3 g/cm3. 

I will perform an organic matter determination on this 
soil as soon as we are equipped to do this. analysis, as well 
as a cation exchange capacity determination (if you so desire). 
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