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CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECRIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Thomas Cartledge, Archaeologist
Santa Fe National Forest

P.O. Box 1689

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Dear Mr. Cartledge:

A cultural resource survey was conducted for Los Alamos
National Laboratory's (LANL) Environmental Restoration (ER)
Program characterization study of Operable Unit 1071. Lands
surveyed for this project are owned by the Department of
Energy (DOE), the DOE-administered Government Services .
Association (GSA), the County of Los Alamos, the United States
Department of Agriculture Forest Service (USDA FS), and the
Pueblo of San Ildefonso. Project activities within these
locations will involve surface, subsurface, and corehole
sampling. Selected soils located within 6 inches of the
ground surface will be sampled during the surface sampling
phase. Coreholes and subsurface sampling activities will have
a minimum depth of approximately 5 feet. Typically, coreholes
will be less than 50 feet deep with a diameter of not more
than 8 inches. Contaminated soils and metal associated with
World war II era artillery ranges, including possible
unexpleded ordinance, will be removed.

The survey area, methods, results, and recommendations are
contained in the enclecsed report *Environmental Restoration
Program, Operable Unit (QOU) 1071, Cultural Resource Survey
Report."

Thirty-two archaeological sites are located within the
surveyed area. Three of these sites are located on the Santa
Fe National Forest: Laboratory of Anthropology (LA) 24902, an
historic Anasazi sherd and lithic scatter, and LA 86551 -

LA 86552, two Coalition Period Anasazi cavate complexes.
According to Mike Bremer, Espanola District Archaeologist,

LA 24902 has been collected and is no longer eligible for
National Register inclusion. LANL archaeologists recommend
that LA 86551 and LA 86552 are potentially eligible for
inclusion on the National Register under Criterion *D*.

These two sites are located in a World War II era artillery
range in Rendija Canyon. 1In the event that an unexploded
ordinance is detected by ER site characterization activities
at these archaeological sites, there is a possibility that
exploding the ordinance in place could adversely affect the
archaeological sites. After numerous informal discussions
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between the Espanola district archaeologist, USFS/DOE liason,
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the SHPO, the
DOE, LANL archaeolcgists and LANL ER staff concerning .
mitigation of possible adverse effects at these two sites, it
was agreed that in the interests of worker safety it would not
be possible to test or monitor these sites prior to or during
ER project activities. Your office is asked to concur that
there is no prudent or feasikle way to mitigate these possible
adverse effects to LA 86549 given the potential dangers
involved and to formally ask the SHPO to concur in this
determination. In the event that these two sites are
adversely affected by the proposed project activities, a
damage assessment will be made and notification will be given
to the land owning agency, the Pueblo of San Ildefonso, the
SHPO, and the Advisory Council, so that data recovery can be
initiated, if feasible.

If you have any questions, please call Stephen Fong of my
staff at (505) 665-5534 or Beverly Larson, LANL archaeologist,
at (505) 6€67-2276.

Sincerely,

Jerry L. Bellows
Area Manager

JB:BL:le
Enc: a/s

Cy: A. Tiedman, ADO, MS A120, w/o enc.
T. Gunderson, EM-DO, MS K491, w/o0 enc.
K. Hargis (EM-8:92-1708), EM-8, MS K490, w/o enc.
R. Remilard, USDA FS Los Alamos Office, 475 20th Street,
Los Alamos, NM 87544 w/enc.
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ABSTRACT

During the summer of 1991 approximately 203.2 hectares (502.2
acres) were surveyed on lands owned by the Department of Energy
(DOE), Los Alamos County, San Ildefonso Pueblo, the Government
Services Administration (GSA), and the United States Department
of Agriculture Forest Service (USDA FS). This is the proposed
location for the Rpvironmental Restoration (ER) Program’s site
characterization o Operable Unit (OU) 1071.

In addition, 189.7 hectares (468.8 acres) of developed land in

the town of Los Alamos, New Mexico were visually inspected but
were not 100% surveyed on foot. This area includes portions of
both OU 1071 and OU 1078 (former TA-1l). A cultural resource
survey report for the undeveloped areas of OU 1078 has already
been submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).

Thirty-two archaeoclogical or historical sites are located
within the survey area.

Sites Located on DOE, GSA, and Los Alamos County Land:

Nine sites are on DOE land: Laboratory of Anthropology (LA)
site numbers LA 86532 through 86535, 86540 through 86543 and
86603. Eleven sites are located on Los Alamos County land: LA
12658, 21492, 86526, 86527, 86536 through 86539, and 86548
through 86550. Seven sites are on GSA land: LA 70025, 70026,
86553 and 86604 through 86607. Twenty-four of the twenty-seven
DOE, Los Alamos County, and GSA sites are eligible or potentially
eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic
Places under Criterion "D". Two sites are ineligible for the
National Register. One DOE site, LA 86603, has previously been
declared ineligible.

Sites Located on USDA FS land:

Three sites are located on USDA FS land: LA 24902, 86551, and
86552. Two of these sites are potentially eligible for inclusion
on the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion "D".
One site, LA 24902, has been previously declared ineligible.

Sites Located on San Ilqefonso Pueblo Land:

Two sites are on San Ildefonsc Pueblo land: LA 86554 and
86555. Both San lldefonso Puaeblo sites are potentially eligible
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion "D".

With the exception of LA 86549, 86551 and 86552 which are
discussed below, the proposed Environmental Restoration
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activities at OU 1071 will not affect the attributes which make
the above sites eligible for the inclusion on the National
Register.

Three sites might be adversely affected by the proposed
Environmental Restoration activities at OU 1071. LA 86549,
located on Los Alamos County land, is a possible pre-Anasazi
lithic site with a later historic component. LA 86551 and LA
86552 are cavates with possible talus house remains which are
located on land owned by the USDA FS. These three sites are
situated in former artillery range areas where the possibility of
unexploded WWII era oxdnance exists. If unexploded ordnance is
identified during the cleanup of these artillery areas, the
materials might be exploded in place. Any explosions within the
boundaries of sites LAs 86549, 86551 and 86552 would have an
adverse affect on the cultural resources. Dirt removal
activities associated with the cleanup of these artillery ranges
could also adversely affect the sites. If any of these three
sites are adversely effected by the proposed project activities,
a damage assessment will be made, the land-owning agency, the
SHPO and the National Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
will be notified, and any necessary data recovery will be
initiated.

The SHPO is requested to concur in a "Determination of No
Effect” for sites LA 12658, 21492, 70025, 70026, 86526, 86527,
86532 through 86534, 86536 through 86541, 86543, 86548 through
86550, 86553, and 86604 through 86607 located on Los Alamos
County, Department of Energy (DOE), and DOE-~administered
Government Service Administration (GSA) land. Furthermore, the
SHPO is requested to concur in a "Determination of Inaligibility"”
for LA 86535 and 86542.

The SHPO and the Advisory Council are asked to concur that it
is not prudent or reasonable to mitigate possible adverse effects
to LA 86549, LA 86551, and LA 86552. A copy of the report will
be sent to the Santa Fe National Forest archaeologist for an
official determination and submittal to the SHPO for the two
sites under P8 Jurisdictién.

A copy of this report will also be sent to San Ildefonso
Pueble for submittal <o the SHPO for concurrence in a
"Determination of No Effect" for sites LA 86554 and 86555 located
on San Ildefonso Pueblo land.

As a result of this survey, this project complies with the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended) and with
Executive Order 11593.
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PROVENIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Logcation: TA 0, 1, 19, 26, 73, Los Alamos National
Laboratory (LANL), and other locations on the
Pajarito Plateau (Maps 1A-1D and 2).

Landowners: - The Department ¢f Energy (DOE)
- Los Alamos County
- United States Department of Agriculture
Forest Service (USDA FS)
- San Ildefonso Pueblo
- Government Service Administration (GSA)
- Private lLandowners in the Town of Los Alamos

L Degcription: Township 19 North
Range 6 East
portions of Sections 2, 3, 4, 9, 10,
11, 13' 14' 15"5 16' 17, aﬂd 23

Township 19 North
- Range 7 East
portions of Sections 4, 15, 18, and 22

Survey Dimensgion: total area surveyed: 203.2 hectares
' (502.2 acres)

64.7 hectarés (160 acres) DOE Jand

19.2 hectares (47.3 acres) GSA land

5.2 hectares (13 acres) San Ilcdefonso
P 1

Pueblo land
88.8 hectares (219.5 acres) Los Alamos
County land
25.3 hectares (62.4 acres) USDA FS
land

visually inspected: 189.7 hectares
(468.8 acres)
Developed land in Los Alamos, New Mexico

Mapg: USGS Guaje Mountain, Frijoles, Puye, and White Rock
Quads 7.5 Minute Series

Topogxra : Los Alamos Canyon, Pueblo Canyon, Rendija
Canyon, lower Guaje Canyon, upper Bayo Canyon,
"Towngsite Mesa", North Mesa, Kwage Mesa, and
Barranca Mesa ‘

Nearest Drajinageg: Los Alamos, Pueblo, Rendija, Guaje, and
Bayo Canyons
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Elevation: 1798.3 to 2286 meters (5900 to 7500 feet)
above sea level

Vegetation: Ponderosa Pine Forest, Pinon-Juniper Woodland,
and Shrub, Grass, and Forb Ecological Zones
(Foxx and Tierney 1985)

Soil Tvpes: predominantly sandy and gravelly loams and
rock outcrops
(Nyhan et al. 1978)

Bedrock: Puye Conglomerate, Basaltic Rock, and Tshirege,
Otowi, and Guaje Members of the Bandelier Tuff
(Los Alamos National Laboratory 1982)

nt L Use: Most of the canyon slope and canyon
bottom areas are relatively undisturbed.
Mesa top areaas have been developed at
LANL and Los Alamos townsite locations.

Potential for Agricultural Use: poor on the canyon slopes,

good on canyon bottom and
mesa top areas

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

During the summer of 1991, an archaeological survey was
conducted by Timothy Binzen, Michael Hannaford, Steven Hoagland,
Todd Irving, Andrew Jandacek, Ellen McGehee, Kari Manz, Nelson
Parish, Michael Schillaci, William Stolpe, and Dean Wallace,
Environmental Protection Group (EM-8), Los Alamos National
Laboratory (LANL), at the location described above to determine
if any cultural remains will be impacted by the Environmental

Restoration (ER) Program’s site characterization of Operable Unit

(OU) 1071 (Maps 1A-1D). Project activities include surface,
subsurface, and corehole sampling. Selected soils located within
6 inches of the ground surface will be sampled during the surface
sampling phase. Coreholes and subsurface sampling activities
will have a minimum depth of approximately 5 feet. Typically,
coreholes will be less than 50 feet deep with a diameter of not
more than 8 inches. Scils and metal associated with former
artillery ranges will be removed. Access to the project area
will be by dirt and paved roads on the Pajarito Plateau.

SURVEY METHODS

For most of the project area, an intensive 100% survey was
accomplished by traversing the area on foot at 10-12 meter
intervals. Upper canyon slopes on the south side of Pueblo
Canyon were not 100% surveyed due to the steepness of the slopes
and the potentially contaminated nature of old Laboratory/Los
Alamos County landfill deposits in the area. Developed land
located in downtown Los Alamos and at the Los Alamos County golf
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course was visually inspected but not 100% surveyed. Portions of
the developed townsite are also located in Operable Unit (OU)
1078, former TA-1l. A cultural resource survey report for QU 1078
has already been submitted to the State Historic Preservation
Officer (McGehee et al. 1992). However, the developed areas
within OU 1078 were not mentioned in the cultural resource survey
report and are included in this report (Map 2).

All sites found on DOE, DOE-administered GSA, and Los Alamos
County land within the survey area were recorded on LANL site
forms. Sites located on Forest Service and San Ildefonso Pueblo
land were recorded on Laboratory of Anthropology site forms.
Photographs were taken and are on file with EM-8, LANL. No
artifacts were collected during this survey.

PREVIOUS RESEARCH

A records search was undertaken to determine which locations,
if any, within the survey area had previously been surveyed.
Quad maps at the state archaeological records repository,
Archeological Records Management System, were examined for all
areas mentioned in this report. Furthermore, area archaeological
survey maps at the Espanola office of the Santa Fe National
Forest were consulted. Survey records on file at EM-8, LANL were
also reviewed. One Naticnal Landmark property is located near
the surveyed area. The Fuller Lodge/Bathtub Row Historic Complex
is located in downtown Los Alamos. This area will not be
impacted by the project activities.

The small area of Forest Service land located within the
project area in Rendija and Cabra Canyons had not been previously
surveyed. Portions of the project area on Forest Service land
near Guaje Pines Cemetery have been surveyed for the Cemetery
Land Exchange (Elliott 1986) and were resurveyed by LANL
archaeologists. One site (FS AR (3-10-06-607) and one isolated

occurrence (I10#5) were recorded by Elliott in the area where both

surveys overlap. Neither of these cultural resources are
eligible for the National Register. Portions of DOE, Los Alamos
County. and GSA land had been previously surveyed. However, the
length of time since these surveys and the incomplete nature of
the documentation necessitated a resurvey of these areas.

CULTURE HISTORY OVERVIEW

Southwestern culture history has recently been summarized by
Cordell (1979a, 1984); summaries focusing on the Rio Grande
Valley have been prepared by Cordell (1979b) and Stuart and
Gauthier (1981). The following outline briefly summarizes each
cultural period as it is understood for the central portion of
the Pajarito Plateau.
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Paleo-Indian Period, 10,000 B.C. to 4,000 B.C.: Characterized
by small groups of big game hunters who may have followed game
herds up and down the Rio Grande, with trips onto the Pajarito
Plateau to procure obsidian and other resources. 7This period is
represented on DOE land by occasional surface finds of diagnostic
projectile points made from both local obsidian and exotic
unidentified chert.

Archaic Period, 4,000 B.C. toc A.D. 600: Characterized by
small groups who may have used the Pajarito Plateau for hunting
expeditions and for seasonal exploitation of certain wild plants.
This period is represented on DOE land as scatters of lithic
tools, chipping debris, and diagnostic projectile points. Little
research has been conducted for this period; it is possible that
buried habitation sites are also present on DOE land.

Early Developmental Period, A.D. 600 to A.D. 900:
Characterized by settled hunter-gatherers living in semi-
subterranean pithouses and making simple pottery. Some possible
pithouse locations and associated artifacts have been identified
on DOE land but identification is tenuous.

Late Developmental Reriod, A.D. 900 to A.D. 1100:
Characterized by small groups of maize horticulturalists who
still rely to a great extent on gathered wild plants. Sites are
typically small adobe, sometimes crude masonry, pueblo
structures. Very few sites from this period are located on DOE
land; most of those recorded are located close to the Rio Grande
in the vicinity of Chaquihui Mesa and Lower Water Canyon.

Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to A.D. 1325: Characterized by
maize horticulturalists. Early sites are adobe and masonry
rectangular structures and later sites are large masonry enclosed
plaza roomblocks of over 100 rooms. Most of the ruins recorded
on DOE land date to this time period (700 have been recorded).
Most researchers attribute the increase in site density to
migration (Wendorf and Reed 1955, Cordell 1979b, Hill and
Trierweiler 1986) but others see the increase in site numbers a
result of local population growth (Steen 1982).

Classic Period, A.D. 1325 to A.D. 1600: Characterized by
intensive maize horticulturalists. - Settlements on the Pajarito
Plateau aggregated into three population clusters with outlying
1-2 room fieldhouses. The central site cluster consists of four
temporally overlapping sites: Navawi, Otowi, Tsankawi and
Tsirege. Otowi and Tsirege are on DOE land. These ruins are
ancestral to the Tewa speakers now living at San Ildefonso
Pueblo.

Spanish Colonial and Territorial Periods, A.D. 1600 to 1900:
Grazing and seasonal utilization of the Plateau during this time
by non-Indian groups is highly probable but has not been
thoroughly documented.
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Homesteading Period, A.D. 1890 to 1943: This was an outgrowth
of the earlier undocumented use of the Plateau for cattle
grazing, timbering, and farming activities. Hispanic and Anglo
homestead era sites are characterized by wooden cabin and corral
structures, rock or cement cisterns, and a scattering of debris
associated with household and farming/grazing activities.

S
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Post-1943 Period: The Los Alamos Ranch School, a school for
boys founded by Ashley Pond, was located at present day Los
Alamos, New Mexico. In the 1940’s, during the early stages of
the Manhattan project, many of the Ranch School buildings were
appropriated for use by the United States Government. The
central portion of the Pajarito Plateau is now owned by either
the Department of Energy, Los Alamos County, San Ildefonso
Pueblo, or by private citizens.

RO

RESEARCH DESIGN

The purpose of this survey is to comply with federal law
requiring such a survey be undertaken to determine if any
cultural resources would be impacted in any way by the proposed
project. A Laboratory-wide archaeoclogical research design is
being prepared which will a relate all lLaboratory archaeological
inquiries to larger scientific research questions and goals.

For the purposes of this report a "site” is defined as a
location where a human activity has occurred. The visible

"indications of such behavior may include (but not be limited to)

bedrock mortars, game traps, petrogylphs, steps and roads, water-
catching devices as well as habitations, terraces, shrines, and
artifact scatters. For an artifact scatter to be defined as a
site, the artifacts present must be indicative of purposeful
human use of the area, that is, they must be present in either
variety, quantity, or integrity of location to show that the area
in which they are located is a loci of cultural activity. 1In
general, all artifact scatters are considered as sites unless
they, by their topographical situation, have obviously been
transported by natural environmental forces away from clearly
defined sites. Artifact scatters that are associated with
clearly defined sites will be included in descriptions of the
parent site. Artifacts located during survey which do not meet
these criteria will be noted and described as isclated finds.
Lone projectile points, artifacts washed downslope from obvious
nearby sites, and pot drops (potsherds obviously derived from the
same vessel) have not been recorded as sites but as "isolated
artifacts" and have been reported as such in this report.
Historic cultural resources dating prior to 1940 have been
included as sites in this report. Evidence of human activity,
for example old Laboratory roads and recent trash, have been
noted in this report when present but have not been considered
cultural resources.
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DESCRIPTION OF CULTURAL RESOURCES IN SURVEYED AREA

Thirty-two sites are located in the surveyed area: Laboratory
of Anthropology (LA) site numbers LA 12658, LA 21492, LA 24902,
LA 70025, LA 70026, LA 86526, LA 86527, LA 86532 through LA
86543, LA 86548 through LA 86555, and LA 86603 through LA 86607
(Maps 1A-1D). Site descriptions follow in numerical order. A
chart listing site number, site ownership, cultural affiliation,
UTM coordinates, and National Register eligibility is located in
Table 1.

TA 12658

Site LA 12658 is a game trapping pit and trail. It is located
on a narrow, high, saddle situated between Barranca and Deer Trap
Mesas. This mesa top location is situated at an elevation of
2195 meters (7200 feet) in an area dominated by pinon-juniper
woodland.

LA 12658, which was recorded by Steen-in 1974, is documented
as being a 0.8 meter by 2 meter by 2-plus meter deep eagle
trapping pit. A trail system which traverses from one mesa to
the other is located in the vicinity of the pit. A branch of
this trail is very narrow and up to 0.5 meters deep. No
artifacts were observed on the site.

Based on the documentation of other game pits on the Pajarito
Plateau, this site is of unknown Anasazi origin.

LA 21492

Site LA 21492 is a sparse lithic scatter (less than 100
artifacts) with one ceramic sherd. It is located just off the
dirt road on Kwage Mesa. The site area, which is located at 2188
metexs (7180 feet), is in an area which supports a pinon-juniper
woodland.

The scatter currently measures 30 meters north/south by 26
meters east/west. Lithic materials present include obsidian,
basalt, and chert. No diagnostic lithic artifacts were observed.
One Santa Fe Black-on-white sherd was noted. Based on the sherd
the site probably dates to the Coalitiocn Period. This site was
originally recoxded in 1979 by the Pajarito Archaeological
Research Project (PARP), UCLA. One hundred percent of the
artifacts exposed at the time were collected.
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LA 24902 (Forest Sexvice AR 03-10-06-607)

Site LA 24902 is a Historic Anasazi sherd and lithic scatter.
It is located on a ridge finger situated between Rendija Canyon
and an unnamed canyon drainage to the north. The site is
situated at an elevation of 2201 meters (7220 feet) in an area
dominated by a ponderosa pine/scrub oak association.

The site was recorded by the Jemez Mountains Research Center
in 1986. LA 24902 was observed in a heavily disturbed area with
a road running through it. No features were noted. Surface
artifacts consisting of 31 sherds, a Polvadera obsidian tertiary
flake, and a crazed white chert core were collected (Elliott
1986) . Observed diagnostic ceramics included 23 Tewa Polychrome
bowl sherds, one unidentified highly vitrified decorated sherd,
and one highly polished Kapo Black bowl sherd.

Based on the ceramics present, this site of Anasazi origin was
probably occupied during A.D. 1700’s to 1800’s.

LA 70025 (Temporary Site Number B-18)

Site LA 70025 consists of two one-room masonry structures
situated on a low ridge finger in western Cabra Canyon. The site
is located at an elevation of 2122.4 meters (6960 feet) in an
ecological zone of ponderosa pine with small amounts of juniper
and scrub oak present.

The two rubble mounds are approximately 7 meters apart and are
composed of rough stone tuff blocks, three or four of which
appear roughly shaped. The western structure is slightly upslope
and is approximately 2 meters square. Due to the extremely dense
pine duff cover, more specific measurements could not be
obtained. The second structure is approximately three meters
square and has building rubble downslope to its south.

The artifacts at the site were found south and downslope of
the eastern structure. They include one worked Santa Fe/Wiyo
Black-on~white or Biscuit A bowl sherd, three additional sherds
from one vessel (including a rim fragment and two body sherds),.
and one Pedernal chert flake. One of the body sherds has a thick
and crackled slip and could be Galisteo or Biscuit.

Based on the artifacts present, LA 70025 was occupied during
the Late Coalition or Early Classic Periods, A.D. 1275-1400.
LA 70026 (Temporary Site Number L-54)

Site LA 70026 is a historic log structure of unknown function

located in the bottom of Cabra Canyon. The site is situated at
an elevation of 2118 meters (6950 feet) in a ponderosa pine
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forest ecological zone. LA 70026 was recorded during a survey of
Cabra Canyon in 1988 (Larson and McGehee n.d.).

The structure is constructed out of a single tier of logs.
These log "footings" indicate one complete enclosure and two
smaller possible enclosures. A large rock pile is located inside
the main enclosure and could be the result of a tree fall. The
main enclosure is approximately 5 meters north/south by 7 meters
east/west. The entire site area measures approximately 16 meters
north/south by 10 meters east/west.

The site is apparently historic. There were no artifacts
associated with the structure. The Historic Period
identification is based on the weathered and deteriorated nature
of the logs and the evidence of historic lumbering activities
(cut stumps) in the area. The logs had been cut with a hand saw
and placed across each other. No notches were noted. No nails
or nail holes were seen and the structure appears to have been
constructed with minimal effort. LA 70026 could have been an
‘animal pen or a temporary structure associated with the nearby
lumbering activities.

Based on the history of land use on the Pajarito Plateau, this
site of possible Anglo/Hispanic origin probably dates to the
Homestead Era, A.D. 1890-1943; however, it could have been built
pre-1890.

LA 86526 (Temporary Site Number Q-29)

Site LA 86526 was recorded as a tuff boulder overhang located
on the slope situated beneath the north face of East Mesa. This
site is located at an elevation of 2079 meters (6820 feet), in an
area dominated by ponderosa pine trees. The approximate five
meter diameter boulder has a concave shaped eastern face which
forms a small shelter. This overhang, which is partially
enclosed by an east side alignment of stacked, non-shaped, tuff
rocks, measures 3.5 meters by 1.5 meters.

No artifacts were found to be in association, thus, this
shelter is of unknown cultural affinity.

LA 86527 (Temporary Site Number Q-30)

Site LA 86527 is an enclosed rock shelter located below the’
north face of East Mesa: This area which is dominated by
ponderosa pine trees is located at an elevation of 2066 meters
(6780 feet). Fourteen non-shaped tuff rocks were used to enclose
the concave northern side of a tuff boulder. The subsequent
enclosure measured approximately 2 meters by 2 meters.

One pot sherd and one piece of chipped stone were found to be
in association. The sherd was a piece from a micaceous, smeared
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indented, ceramic vessel. The piece of chipped stone was a white
chert interior flake. Based on the presence of the sherd, this
site is thought to date to the Late Coalition and/or Classic
Anasazi Period (AD 1300 to 1600).

LA 86532 (Temporary Site Number Q-34)

Site LA 86532 is the old Camp Hamilton Boy Scout camp. It
is located on the floodplain directly north of the Pueblo Canyon
drainage. At an elevation of 1987 meters (6520 feet) above sea
level, the vegetation is dominated by juniper, pinon, and
ponderosa pine trees. The site contains the fcoundation and some
wall and roof remains of an approximate seven by seven meter log
cabin style structure mortared with concrete. The foundation
consists of stacked rock slabs. Although deteriorated, portions
of standing walls form a three by three meter two-room area. Two
window openings remain within the structure; one in the south
wall of the south side room and one in the west wall of the
northern most room. Roof beams are located on the ground within
and near the northeast corner of the structure. A 12 meter long
stacked masonry wall built against a dirt bank is located about
two to three meters north (upslope) of the cabin. Outhouse
remnants are located several meters northwest of the structure.

Historic trash is scattered throughout a 12 meters by 12
meters area around the cabin site. Some observed items include:
a car seat; brick, mortar, and wood building materials; a silver
knife blade, assorted broken bottle glass, and a 1944 New Mexico
license plate from a truck.

The cabin was originally constructed by a Santa Fe resident
named Coomer. Mr. Coomer, who leased the land from the Forest
Service, conducted guided tours ("Tent Cities of the Rockies") in
Pueblo Canyon during the early 1920‘s. In 1923, S. C. Hamilton
bought the lease and improved the cabin. Mr. Hamilton was the
father of Ranch School student Samuel Hamilton. Upon renovation,
the cabin was used as a base for schoolboy outings. These
outings, which were frequently conducted during the winter
months, continued for two decades. When the cabin became in a
state of disrepair, some of the original timbers were used to
construct the National Historic Registry Landmark shelter on
Trinity Drive just south of Ashly Pond (Hoard 1981:47).

Based on documented history, this Homestead era site was
occupied from the early A.D. 1920’s to A.D. 1943.
LA 86533 (Temporary Site Number S-11)

Site LA 86533 is a large lithic scatter extending in a
east/west direction. It is located south of East Road on "Town

Site Mesa". The site area contains vegetation that is
transitional between ponderosa pine forest and pinon-juniper
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woodland. LA 86533 is situated at an elevation of 2149 meters
(7050 feet) above sea level. Some erosional damage has occurred
around the site.

The scatter, which contains thousands of artifacts, is
situated within an area measuring 50 meters north/south by 400
meters east/west. The lithic materials were primarily obsidian
with some chert also noted. An obsidian point was observed
within the site boundaries (Figure 1). Typologically, it is
typical of late Archaic occupations, 1800 B.C. -~ A.D. 400 (Irwin-
Williams 1973). The point displays shallow corner notching with
a short stem and a slightly concave bazse with basal tlaking for
hafting purposes. It most closely resembles the Armijo
assemblage and falls with the range of variation for Late Archa;c
types within the Oshara Tradition (Irxwin-Williams 1973).

There is a second component that is represented by two Santa
Fe Black-on-white sherds. Based on the observed projectile point
and ceramics, the two occupation dates for this site are Late
Archaic, 1800 B.C. to A.D. 400 and Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to
1325,

LA 86534 (Temporary Site Number S$-7)

Site LA 86534 is a low rubble mound with possible midden area.
The site is located on "Town Site Mesa” north of East Road. It
is situated at an elevation of 2149 meters (7050 feet) in an area
with sparse or no vegetation.

Characterized by rough alignments of shaped and unshaped tuff
blocks, the site area measures 50 meters north/south by 44 meters
east/west. The roomblock(s) measures approximately 18 meters
north/south by 16 meters east/west. The midden area, which
contains mostly lithics, is located about 10 meters to the
northwest of the roomblock and runs in an east/west direction.

Artifacts observed include Santa Fe Black-on~white, indented
corrugated, smeared indented corrugated, Saint John’s Black-on-~
Red and Wiyo Black-on-white. Santa Fe Black-on-white is the
predominant ceramic. Lithic materials include obsidian and
chert. One mano fragment was found in the midden area and one
pcssible floor polisher was also noted. An obsidian point tip
was observed. Based on the ceramics and masonry style, the site
dates to the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 1325,

LA 86535 (Temporary Site Number 5-10)

Site LA 86535 is a Manhattan Era trash area situated on "Town
Site Mesa" north of East Road. It is located at an elevation of
2143 meters (7030 feet) in an area with sparse vegetation. Noted
were a few pinon and juniper trees. ’
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The trash area measures ten meters north/south by twelve
meters east/west. It contains about 35 cans, some of which
probably date to the 1940’s. Clear, white, amber, and green
glass shards were noted along with one mother-of-pearl button and
several non-pueblo ceramic types. A 1946 (S) "Wheat" penny was
found at the site. This trash area might have been associated
with the former main entrance gate to Los Alamos which was
located just east of LA 86535. Based on the artifacts and the
known history of Los Alamos, this site was utilized during the

early years of Los Alamos National Laboratory, circa 1940’s to
1950’s.

LA 86536 (Temporary Site Number S-9)

Site LA 86536 is a masonry pueblo with approximately 8 to 10
rooms. It is situated south of the airport on a bench directly
above and north of a wash. The site is located at an elevation
of 2134 meters (7000 feet) in an area that is transitional
between ponderosa pine forest and pinon-juniper woodland.

The one- to two-story roomblock has visible wall alignments
and is oriented northwest/southeast. The rubble mound measures
20 meters north/south by 20 meters east/west. Masonry is shaped
and unshaped tuff blocks. There is a possible kiva on the east
end of the site.

The artifact scatter surrounding the mound measures 40 meters
north/south by 70 meters east/west. Indented corrugated and
smeared indented corrugated utility ware sherds are the
predominant pottery types. Santa Fe Black-on-white sherds are
also present. One piece of unidentified bone was observed
eroding out of the southern site slope.

Lithic debris materials included obsidian, chert, and basalt.
One side notched, obsidian, projectile point was observed (Figure
1). Two mano fragments and two metate fragments were also
located within the site boundary. Based on the masonry style,
ceramics, and projectile point, the site is thought to have been
occupied in the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 1325.

LA 86537 (Temporary Site Number S-8)

Site LA 86537 is a sherd and lithic scatter intersected by a
trail carved and/or worn into the tuff bedrock. The trail, which
extends approximately 190 meters in an east/west direction, is
located east of the airport on "Town Site Mesa". The area is
covered with vegetation associated with the pinon-juniper
woodland. Site elevation is 2127 meters (6980 feet) above sea ®
level.
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The artifacts are located in an area measuring 30 meters
north/south by 190 meters east/west. Most of the sherds and
flakes are located at the eastern end of the intersecting trail.
Lithic materials observed are obsidian and chert debitage.
Ceramic types include Santa Fe Black-on-white, Saint John’s
Black-on-Red, indented corrugated, smeared indented corrugated
and plain utility ware. Based on these ceramics, the artifact
scatter dates to the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to 1325. 1It is
unknown as to whether the trail was in use at this time. As it
is situated very close to the Camp Hamilton trail head, it is
very possible that this trail was used and possibly improved
during the Ranch School period, A.D. 1920’s to 1943.

LA 86538 (Temporary Site Number S-4)

Site LA 86538 is a rubble mound of unshaped tuff blocks. It
is located on "Town Site Mesa" south of a wash leading to the
cliff face and north of East Road. Heavy erosional damage has
occurred in the site area. The site elevation is 2131 meters
(6990 feet) above sea level, and the vegetation is dominated by
pinon-juniper woodland.

The one- to two-~room fieldhouse measures 2.5 meters
north/south by 3 meters east/west. Tuff blocks located three
meters west of the mound may be a continuation of this structure,
however, extensive erosion has severely damaged this locale. No
true alignments are visible. The associated artifact scatter
measures 15 meters north/south by 15 meters east/west.

Artifacts observed include Santa Fe Black~on-white, indented
corrugated, smeared indented corrugated and micaceous utility
ware sherds. Chert was the only lithic material noted. Based on
the ceramics the site dates to the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to
1325.

LA 86539 (Temporary Site Number S-3)

Site LA 86539 is a sparse lithic scatter (less than 100
artifacts) located on "Town Site Mesa™ north of East Road. The
site, which is at an elevation of 2131 meters (6990 feet), is
situated in an area dominated by pinon-juniper woodland.

The scatter area measures 60 meters north/south by 20 meters
east/west. Some erosional damage has occurred as a small wash
cuts through the site. There is a higher concentration of
artifacts near the center of the scatter area.

Observed lithic materials include obsidian and chert debris,
with obsidian being the predominant material (95%). No
diagnostic artifacts were noted. Due to this lack of diagnostic
artifacts no date can be assigned to this site.
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LA 86540 (Temporary Site Number S-12 A-D)

Site LA 86540 is a series of four cavates located on the north
side of Los Alamos Canyon. Also noted was a low wall of unshaped
tuff blocks. This wall which is lccated three meters to the
south, may be the remains of a talus room(s). The site is
situated at an elevation of 2027 meters (6,650 feet), in an area
that is transitional between pondercosa pine forest and pinon-
juniper woodland.

Cavate A is approximately one meter high and two meters deep.

A ceiling smoke vent incorporates a natural crevice three meters
above the ground.

Cavate B is a square cave located three meters to the east of
Cavate A. It is approximately 2 meters wide by 1.8 high by 2.5
deep. A two meter long bench is located along the rear interior.
There are niches in the western and northern walls. The ceiling
is smoke sooted. On the eastern wall is a pictograph of a snake
(Awanyu, the Plumed Serpent). The figure was painted with a tan
clayish paint on a 1 meter high plastered area. A snake
petroglyph was also cbserved in the sooted ceiling plaster of the
noxrthwest corner. There is a low tuff block wall located in
front (south) of the cave. :

Cavate C is located 5 meters to the east of Cavate B. It
measures 0.7 meters wide by 1.7 meters high and is 4 meters deep.

Cavate D is located to the east of Cavate C. It is 1.8 meters
wide by 1.4 meters high by 3 meters deep. Approximately 60
meters to the east of Cavate D there is another snake (Awanyu)
petroglyph.

Due to the lack of diagnostic artifacts, no date can be
assigned to this site of Anasazi origin.

LA 86341 (Temporary Site Number S-13)

Site LA 86541 is either a small waffle garden or a two or more
room structure. It is located slightly upslope from the Los
Alamos Canyon floodplain, south of the drainage. The site is
located at an elevation of 2009 meters (6590 feet), in an area
which supports transitional vegetation from ponderosa pine forest
and pinon~juniper woodland.

The rubble area measures 6 meters north/south by 8 meters
eaat/west. Masonry is of roughly shaped tuff blocks. No
artifacts were observed at the site. Based on the masonry, the
site was occupied in the Early Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to
1200.
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LA 86542 (Temporary Site Number S-5)

Site LA 86542 is a Manhattan and Modern Era trash area. It is
located on "Town Site Mesa" approximately 20 meters south of the
Pueblo Canyon rim. The site is situated in an area dominated by
pinon-juniper woodland at an elevation of 2112 meters (6930
feet) .

The site area measures 15 meters north/south by 12 meters
east/west. Artifacts consist of approximately 25 sanitary and
crimped seal tin cans which may date to the 1940’s and 1950's.
Many other modern steel and aluminum cans were also noted.
Modern metal, plastic, leather, styrofoam, cellulose, paper, and
cardboard items are present in the immediate area. Four Biscuit
B sherds from the same vessel and one unidentified Black-on-white
sherd are located on the northern edge of the trash scatter.
Based on the artifacts, this site has been utilized periodically
from the 1940’s to the present day. The Anasazi sherds date to
the Middle Classic Period, A.D. 1400 to 1500.

LA 86543 (Temporary Site Number S-6)

Site LA 86543 is "bathtub" like feature (possibly a game
trapping pit) that was carved into tuff bedrock. It is located
near the northern edge of "Town Site Mesa®". The site is situated
at an elevation of 2103 meters (6900 feet) above sea level. Area
vegetation is dominated by pinon-juniper woodland.

The pit measures approximately 0.8 meters north/south by 1.5
meters east/west. Due to a deposit of aeolian materials, an
accurate depth was not ascertained. No artifacts were found in
association, therefore, the temporal affiliation is unknown. The
size, shape, and setting of this feature is very similar to that
described by Steen (1977) for eagle trapping pits. If this
feature is some sort of game trapping pit, it would probably date
to the Anasazi period.

LA 86548 (Temporary Site Number B-13)

Site LA 86548 is a sparse lithic scatter (less than 100
artifacts) located south of the dirt road on west central Kwage
Mesa. The elevation is 2185 meters (7170 feet) above sea level,
and the vegetation is dominated by pinon-juniper woodland. A
two-track jeep trail paralleling the road runs through the center
of the oblong scatter.

The scatter is situated in an area measuring 10 meters
north/south and 15 meters east/west. Observed debitage includes
interior flakes of obsidian, and white chert. Due to the lack
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of diagnostic artifacts, the cultural and temporal affiliation of
this site is unknown.

LA 86549 AGB (Temporary Site Number M-45 A&B)

Site LA 86549 is a potentially multicomponent rock alignment
and obsidian lithic scatter. It is located near the junction of
Barranca Mesa and Bayo Canyon. The site is situated at an
elevation of 2207 meters (7240 feet) above sea level. Area

vegetation is transitional between ponderosa pine forest and
pinon-juniper wocdland.

Feature A is a cne- to two-course high, ten meter long
alignment of unshaped tuff rocks and boulders. The alignment
runs in a NNE to SSW direction.

Feature B is an obsidian reduction locale apparently eroding
out of a cut bank. It is located about 15 to 20 meters south of
the alignment on remnants of a ridge finger. This 8 by 40 meter
locale is in a heavily disturbed area with Manhattan era trash
situated in an excavated pit area. The pit excavation appears to
have destroyed the vast majority of the site. The remaining
lithics are primarily thinning and/or shaping flakes (latter
stages of chipped stone tool manufacturing), with some interior
flakes also noted (intermediate stage of reduction). A uniface
with a retouched edge was also observed. Several of the lithics
appeared to be thinning flakes detached from a blade(s).

A concentration of 10 to 15 possibly fire-cracked rccks were
noted on top of and eroding out of the cut bank. These could be
the remains of a possible feature.

Due to the limited accumulation of £fill between some of the
boulders, Feature A is hypothesized to be unknown historic. 1It
may date to the Homestead era, 1900 -~ 1943, or be remains from
the Manhattan era, 1940’s. Based on the apparent blade
technology, the lithic scatter is thought to be pre Anasazi .
(10,000 B.C. - A.D 600), and possibly PaleolIndian (10,000 B.C. =~
4,000 B.C.)

LA 86350 (Temporary Site Number M-46)

Site LA 86550 is a small rubble mound located near the
junction of Barranca Mesa and Bayo Canyon. It is situated at an
elevation of 2220 meters (7280 feet) above sea level. The
vegetation is transitional between pondercsa pine forest and
pinon-juniper woodland. A pit excavation appears to extend up to
the northern edge of the site.

The mound measures six by six meters with the associated
artifact scatter extending out into a twelve by ten meter area.
The rubble mound is heavily covered with pine needle duff from
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the ten to twelve ponderosa pine trees that have grown through
the rubble.

Approximately twenty sherds were noted downslope to the north.
They included micaceous obliterated and smeared indented utility -
ware sherds, Galisteo Black-on-white sherds, two badly weathered
Santa Fe/Wiyo or Galisteo Black-on-white bowl sherds (one with
indented exterior), two to three Biscuit A sherds and a possible
Biscuit B sherd. Three chert flakes were also located downslope
to the north and north northwest. Based on the ceramics, this
site appears to date to the Late Coalition and Early Classic
Periods, A.D. 1275 - 1400.

LA 86551 A-D (Temporary Site Number M-44 1-4)

Site LA 86551 is a series of four cavates with talus house
remains located along the base of the north cliff face of Rendija
Canyon. The area is a natural amphitheater which was used as a
firing range during the Manhattan Project. Area vegetation is
transitional between ponderosa pine forest and pinion/juniper
woodland. The site elevation is 2164 meters (7100 feet) above
sea level.

The cavates are in an approximate 15 meter area running
east-west along the cliff base. Viga holes are present in the
cliff face above and tuff blocks are located in front (south) of
the cavates. The viga holes and apparent rubble suggest the
presence of talus rooms. No artifacts were observed to be in
direct association.

Cavate A is approximately 2 meters wide, 3 meters long and 2.1
meters high. There is a vent hole located just west of the
entrance and a niche excavated into the northwest wall. There is
a hole in the back eastern corner and a bench has been cut along
the back (northern) end of the cavate.

Cavate B is about 2.5 meters wide by 3 meters deep by 2.3
meters high. A niche was cut into the back (northern) wall.
Holes that appear to be the product of erosion are located in the
northeastern corner. Three to seven viga holes were noted above
this feature.

Cavate C is 3.75 meters wide and 2.25 deep (height not given).
There is a niche and a couple of holes in the back northeast
corner. A petroglyph shaped as a cross was also observed on the
interior eastern wall.

Cavate D is 2.5 meters wide and 2.25 meters deep (height not
given). A raised bench was located along the back (northern)
wall. The walls appear to have remnants of plastering. A line,
cut into the tuff was noted on either side of the exterior cliff
face. .
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Based on the proximity to the LA 86552 cavates, this site is
thought to date to the Coalition Period, A.D 1100 to 1325.
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LA 86552 A-M (Temporary Site Number M-40 1-13)

Site LA 86552 is a series of thirteen cavates with potential
talus house rubble located along the north face of Rendija
Canyon. These features are situated along an approximately 150
meter segment of the south facing cliff base. There are thirteen
definite cavates and several areas that appear to be heavily
damaged by mortar fire and/or subsequent erosion. The project
area was used as a firing site during the Manhattan Project
years. Site elevation is 2164 meters (7100 feet), and the
vegetation is pinon-juniper woodland. ‘

Tt e

The cavates are numbered in ascending order heading west along
the cliff. LA 86552 A&B are the eastern most cavates. They are
largely collapsed and eroded. There is, however, remnants of a
tan interior ceiling plaster at one locale. These cavates are
full of coarse white sand and have some large, recent tuff
boulders out front (south). Located downslope to the south were
chert flakes, indented and obliterated corrugated utility ware
sherds, and a Santa Fe Black-on-white sherd with a drilled repair 1
hole. Also noted was the eroded remains (cross-section) of a
hearth.

LA 86552 C, which has almost completely collapsed, is located
15 meters west of Cavate B. It is recognizable only by a smoke
stained, concave patch of tuff which would have been the rear of
the cave. The front portions of the cavate have eroded downslope
to the south.

LA 86552 D is situated 30 meters west of Cavate C. It is
three meters wide, three meters deep, and two meters high. It
exhibits plaster flooring, an eroded square niche, and a circular
plaster floor feature almost concealed by fill. The ceiling is
smoke stained. A corncob was noted at the cavate entrance.

LA 86552 E is located 12 meters west of Cavate D. It is a
two-room hourglass shaped cavate. The outer room, which has a
sloping floor surface, is two meters wide, three meters deep and
three meters high. The inner room measures two by two meters and
is three meters high. A cornccb was noted in the outer room and
there were some contemporary graffiti.

LA 86552 F is located three meters west of Cavate E, It is a
small (2 by 2 meter) cavate elevated one meter coff the ground.
Its interior height is 1.5 meters.

LA 86552 G is located six meters west of Cavate F, This
feature is elevated 1.5 meters off the ground. It is 2 meters
wide, 2 meters deep and has a maximum interior height of 2.5
meters. Cavate G features a niche and a small amount of plaster
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flooring. There was also a stack of tuff blocks situated at the
entrance. .

LA 86552 H is a cavate located four meters west of LA B6552 G.
The entrance is elevated two meters off the ground. It measures
3 meters by 3 meters and has a maximum height of 2.5 meters.
Cavate H contains extensive smoke staining and numerous
contemporary graffiti. There is a stacked tuff wall (perhaps
historical) below the opening that facilitates entry.

LA 86552 I is located eight meters west of Cavate H. It is a o
small cavate (2 by 2 m) elevated two meters off the ground. The
maximum interior height is 2 meters. The floor drops off steeply
(not vertically) to the ground surface. :

LA 86552 J is located six meters west of Cavate I. This
cavate has a large opening (1.5 m wide). It measures 3 by 3
meters and has an interior height of 2.5 meters. A small patch
of plaster was located on the back (northern) wall.

LA 86552 K & L are -a pair of shallow, semicircular cavates
located 35 meters west of Feature J. Cavate K is 3 meters wide
and 1.5 meters deep, while L is 4 meters wide and 2 meters deep.
Maximum height of K is 2 meters. Maximum height of L is 3.5
meters.

LA 86552 M is located six meters west of Cavate L. It is a
small and shallow cavate (2 by 0.5 m). The maximum interior
height is two meters. This cavate is highly eroded and appears
to be more like an overhang than a cave.

Located 20 meters west of Cavate J is a dark, green slimey
cavity with a narrow opening. It seemed an unlikely candidate
for human occupation in this or any era, thus was not reccrded.
Located 30 meters west of J are two highly eroded cavates that
showed no signs of occupation and therefore were not recorded.

Based on the ceramics, this site is thought to date to the
Coalition Period, A.D 1100 to 1325.

LA 86553 (Temporary Site Number M=-39)

Site LA 86553 is a wagon trail with associated historic trash.
It is located in Rendija Canyon, on the slope north of the
"Sportsman’s Club Road". The trail ranges in elevation from 2040
to 2080 meters (6840 to 6880 feet) above sea level. The
vegetation is consistent with a ponderosa pine forest.

The trail runs in a general east-west direction, and is
approximately 200 meters long. Trail width is approximately 2.5
to 3 meters.
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The historical artifacts found in association with the trail
include sheet metal, miscellaneous sanitary seal and condensed
milk cans, and an enamel ware basin. Based on the observed
artifacts, the site dates to the latter portion of historic
anglo/hispanic homesteading era, 1920 - 1943.

LA 86554 (Temporary Site Number S-1)

Site LA 86554 is a historic can dump. It is located on a
terrace south of the drainage in Los Alamos Canyon. The site is
situated at an elevation of 1798 meters (5900 feet) in an area
dominated by pinon-juniper woodland.

The dump is situated in an area measuring 2.8 meters
north/south by 2 meters east/west. Most of the artifacts are
evaporated/condensed milk cans. The remaining items were all
sanitary seal cans. They included chewing tobacco (early
design), and miscellaneous large cans which are similar to modern
cans containing fruit. This site most likely dates to the 1920G’s
and/or 1930’s, and would be of Anglo/Hispanic origin.

LA 86555 (Temporary Site Number S5-2)

Site LA 86555 is a multicomponent site containing an extensive
lithic scatter and a small amount of historic trash. Also noted
was an apparent mound of basalt rubble which could be the remains
of a one room structure. This site is located on a terrace in
Los Alamos Canyon. It is situated at an elevation of 1835 meters
(6020 feet) in an area dominated by pinon-juniper woodland.

The lithic scatter contains obsidian and chert debris. It
measures 60 meters northeast/southwest by 20 meters
northwest/southeast. One projectile point base, identified as
Archaic in the field, was observed. One rough alignment of
basalt blocks was noted in the rubble. The observed historic
trash includes Copenhagen chewing tobacco cans and a cigar can.

Based on the point base, the lithic scatter is probably
Archaic in origin. Another large Archaic lithic scatter (LA
65020) with an intrusive Anasazi field house is located about 200
meters to the northeast (Moore and Levine 1987). The presence of
historic trash suggests that the assumed basalt structure is also
historic, dating to the 1920’s and/or 1930’s. As one room
structures and lithics tool debris are also commonly associated
with the Anasazi occupation on the Plateau, it is possible that
there is also a component dating to this period. There were,
however, no diagnostic artifacts located which would support this
association. ‘

LA 86554 and LA 86555 are probably related. The historic
artifacts suggest reuse of LA 86555 as a camp, with possible
reuse or construction of the basalt structure. The can deposit

*z




LY R

Environmental Restoration Program, OU 1071 McGehee ot al.
May 1992 - page 22

documented as LA 86554 is likely a trash dump associated with the
historic component of LA 86555.

LA 86603 (Temporary Site Number M-47)

Site LA 86603 is an artifact scatter located on the top of
"Townsite"” Mesa south of the old Manhattan Project gquard tower.
LA 86603 is located at an elevation of 7000 feet (2133.6 meters)
above sea level in a Pinon-Juniper Woodland ecological zone.
Thig site was recorded during a survey for the Utilities
Restoration Project, Phase II (McGehee and Schillaci 1992).

The site consists of approximately 100 sherds and lithics
distributed in two main concentrations in a 60 meter by 60 meter
area. No associated puebloan structural remains were noted. The
site is located on bedrock and on heavily disturbed soil. An old
Laboratory facility (TA-26) was located on this site in the
1940’3 and 1950’s. This facility was demolished and part of it
was pushed downslope onto a bench in the canyon. It is possible

‘that this scatter is associated with a pueblo ruin that was

destroyed when TA-26 was first built.

Ceramics noted within the site area include smeared indented,
ribbed corrugated, and plain non-micaceous utility wares. Santa
Fe Black-on-white was the only decorated ware. A few oxidized
black-on-white and utility ware sherds were noted. Lithics
located at the site include chert, obsidian, and fine-grained
basalt flakes. One pcssible ground stone artifact was recorded:
a rounded stone of basalt,

Based on the ceramics present, this site dates to the
Coalition Period, A.D. 1100 to A.D. 1325,

LA 86604 (Temporary Site Number M-48)

Site LA 86604 is a rock structure located on the south terrace
of Rendija Creek at an elevation of 2109.2 meters (6920 feet).
Vegetation in the area is ponderosa pine forest and pinon-juniper
woodland. The site is located within a former WWII artillery
range part of which is now the Los Alamos Sportsmen’s Club.

LA 86604 is a one-room structure constructed with unshaped
tuff rubble. The rubble area measures approximately 3 by 3
meters. A slight mound (0.2 meters high) has been formed by the
rubble. :

Few artifacts were noted at the site. Lithic materials
include one Pedernal chert core recovery flake and one Pedernal
chert interior flake. Ceramics noted at the site include two
Biscuit A sherds, two highly micaceous plain utility ware sherxds,
and four smeared indented utility ware sherds (non-micaceous).
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Based on the ceramics, this site is assumed to date to the early
Classic Period A.D. 1325 to 1450.

LA 86605 (Temporary Site Number M-49)

Site LA 86605 is another rock structure also located on the
south terrace of Rendija Creek at an elevation of 2109.2 meters
(6920 feet). Vegetation in the area is ponderosa pine forest and
pinon-juniper woodland. The site is located to the east of LA
86604 within the same WWII artillery range area.

LA 86605 is a one or more room structure constructed with
unshaped and shaped tuff blocks. The four meter by four meter
rubble mound is approximately 0.3 meters high. One of the shaped
tuff blocks is somewhat longer and wider than the rest (80cm by
35cm).

Approximately twelve to fifteen artifacts were noted. Lithics
include interior flakes of Pedernal chert (4) and Jemez obsidian
(1) . Diagnostic ceramics include approximately eight glaze
polychrome sherds and one glazeware sherd with a buff colored
interior and patches of red slip on the exterior. Based on the
ceramics, this site dates to the Classic Period, A.D. 1350 to
1600.

LA 86606 (Temporary Site Number B-19)

Site LA 86606 consists of the rubble of an apparent one-room
structure. Located on the tip of a ridge finger in western Cabra
Canyon, the site has an elevation of 2122.4 meters (6960 feet).
The surrounding vegetation consists primarily of ponderosa pine
with some juniper and scrub oak present.

The masonry is composed of unshaped tuff blocks stacked one to
two courses high. The roomblock measures 3 meters north/south by
3.5 meters east/west with rubble eroding downslope to the east.
No artifacts were observed; this is largely due to the extremely
dense pine duff ground cover. For this reason, no date of
occupation can be determined for this site of Anasazi origin.

LA 86607 (Temporary Site Number B~20)

Site LA 86607 consists of an area of rubble which represents a
structure of two to four rooms. The site is located on a ridge
that forms the south side of Cabra Canyon. It has an elevation
of 2145.7 meters (7040 feet) and is in an ecological zone of
ponderosa pine and scrub ocak.

The masonry consists of unshaped tuff blocks stacked one to
two courses high. There are two straight alignments and one
curved alignment visible, as well as an apparent corner amid the
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LA

rubble. The roomblock measures 5 meters north/south by 4 meters
east/west, and has been impacted by a contemporary hiking trail
which runs through the northern portion of the structure. It is
also apparent that some structural rock was removed from the
trail. :

- L a. e
Ve M b
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Artifacts at LA 86607 were scant; some may have been collected e
by passing hikers. Two indented corrugated utility ware jar b
sherds with fingerprint marks were observed, in addition to one /
basalt interior flake. Based on the pottery present, the site
was occupied during the Coalition Period, A.D. 1100-1325.

ISOLATED OCCURRENCES (IOs) LOCATED WITHIN THE SURVEY AREA

All isolated occurrences were noted within the survey area and
marked on survey maps unless the artifacts were part of a scatter
or use area associated with a nearby ruin or ruin complex.
Descriptions of 1I0s follow by geographical area.

Pueblo Canyon I0s (in the vicinity of the sewer plant)

Three IOs were recorded in this area. 10 PC#6 is an obsidian
biface from a large thinning flake (Figure 1). IO PC#8 is a
Biscuit A sherd, an cobsidian flake, and an unknown decorated
sherd with a cream slip exterior. 1I0 PC#9 is an assemblage of
Coalition Period sherds and lithics eroding downslope from a
cavate site located outside of the survey area. IO PC#9 extends
outside of the TA-( survey area to the west. Since this part of
the survey area is close to the Otowi Pueblo site complex, some
of these I0s are undoubtedly related to this occupation.

Airport Area I0s ("Townsite Mesa")
One obsidian point (possible drill) was recorded in this area.

Kwage Mesa I0s (Western End)

Twenty-one 10s were recorded on the western end of Kwage Mesa.

KMW$l - Pedernal chert biface

KMW§2 ~ Chert reduction flake

KMW#3 - Obsidian point (Figure 1)

KMW$4 - Chert reduction flake

KMW#5 - One chert -flake and one obsidian flake
KMW#6 - Three Santa Fe Black-on~-white sherds
KMW#7 - Obsidian biface (Figure 1)

KMW#8 -~ 1950’8 -~ 1960’s shed or cabin

KMW#9 - Six obsidian reduction flakes

KMW#10 - Chert decortication flake
KMW#11l -~ Pet grave with cross
KMW$#12 - Basalt point (possibly Archaic) (Figure 1)

oy
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KMW#13 - Three obsidian thinning flakes

KMW#14 - One chert flake and one obsidian flake
KMW#15 - Chert core fragment

KMW$#16 ~ Obsidian interior flake

KMW#17 - Obsidian interior flake

KMW#18 - Chert interior flake

KMW#19 - Obsidian interior flake

KMW#20 - Small chert fragment

KMW$21 - Obsidian interior flake

North Mesa I0s (Ball field area)

Eleven I0s were noted within the survey area. Most of the
ball field area has been developed and no sites were recorded. A
listing of the I0s follow.

NM$#1l - obsidian

NM#2 - Two plainware sherds

NM#3 - Basalt core

NM#4 - Obsidian thinning flake

NM#5 - Obsidian.cortex reduction flake
NM#6 - Obsidian cortex reduction flake
NM$7 - Obsidian flake

NM#8 - Obsidian flake .

NM$#9 - One chert flake and one obsidian flake

NM#10 - Pot break: nine Santa Fe Black-on-white sherds
NM#11 - One chert flake and one obsidian flake

M an Canyon IO

No artifacts were noted within the immediate survey area in
Mortandad Canyon. Smeared indented utility ware, Santa Fe Black-
on-white, Biscuit A, and micaceous utility ware sherds were noted
outside of the project area. Obsidian, chert, and basalt flakes
were also noted. These materials were eroding downslope from
cavates located outside and north of the survey area.

EVALUATION OF CULTURAL RESQURCES
National Register Eligible Sites:
Evaluation of Pre-Anasazi Period Sites

LA 86549 (Feature B) is a possible Paleo-Indian/Archaic Period
lithic scatter. Components of LA 86533 and 86555 are Archaic ’
Period lithic scatters. Very little is known about the Paleo-
Indian and Archaic Periods in the upper Rio Grande region.
Furthermore, only one documented Paleo-Indian peoint fragment has
been found on LANL/DOE land (Steen 1977). With further
documentation of Paleo-Indian and Archaic Period sites, questions
regarding the seasonality of site use, the degree of sedentism,
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the annual collecting range, the number of distinct cultural
groups, the dates for the introductiocn of cultigens, and the role
of storage in the development of agricultural subsistence could
be addressed.

e e 8

Evaluation of Coalition Period Sites

—di B

LA 21492, 86534, 86536, 86537, 86538, 86551, 86582, 86607, and
a component of 86533 all date to the Coalition Period. With the
further study of Coalition Period sites, regional questions
relating to the level of environmental stress and/or population
pressure during this time, and the economic and social responses
to these stressors could be addressed. LA 86551 and 86552 are
cavate sites which probably date to the Coalition period. Not
much is known about the association between cavate sites and mesa
top sites. With further study, questions relating to the
temporal and functional aspects of cavate sites could be
addressed.

Evaluation of Coalition-Classic Period Sites

LA 70025, 86527, 86541, 86550, 86604, and 86605 are sites
dating from the Coalition to Classic Periods. With further study
of Coalition~-Classic Period sites, regional questions relating to
the level of environmental stress and/or population pressure
during this time, and the economic and social responses to these
stressors could be . addressed. More specifically, the study of
field houses can be used to test the hypothesized relationship
between resource depletion, population aggregation and changes in
agricultural strategies, i.e. that the observed increase in
"field houses" during the Late Coalition to Classic is indicative
of larger agricultural catchments.

Evaluation of Homestead Era Sites

LA 70026, 86532, 86553, 86554, and a component of 86555 are
Homestead Era sites. Based on the artifacts observed at the
sites they were occupied between the 1890’s and 1943. Although
few architectural structures remain at these sites, the study of
the remaining features and artifacts could contribute to our
understanding of the economic, social and settlement patterns of
a pre-WWII Anglo and Hispanic homesteads on the Pajarito Plateau.
LA 86554 and 86555 could be the remains of a work camp. LA 70026
might be an animal pen or temporary shelter. Further research at
these sites could better determine their function.

Evaluation of Sites with Unknown Temporal Associations

LA 12568, 86526, 86539, 86540, 86543, 86548, 86606, and
components of 86537 and 86549 are sites that could not be
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assigned to a specific cultural affiliation. LA 86526, 86539,
and 86548 could not even be placed within the broad temporal
categories of Unknown Anasazi or Unknown Historic. Further
research at these sites could better determine their temporal
associations. LA 12568 and 86543, if identified as eagle
trapping pits, could possibly qualify for protection under the
American Indian Religious Freedom Act.

In view of the research potential of the 28 sites described
above, they are eligible or potentially eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion "D".

Sites Not Eligible for the National Register:

Two sites located within the survey area are ineligible for
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places: LA 86535
and 86542. These sites were utilized during the Manhattan Era
(post-1943) and are therefore not of sufficient age to be
eligible for the Register. Furthermore, the nature of the
activities carried out at these sites is not historically ,
significant. These sites have also been sufficiently recorded.to
insure that any research potential has been exhausted.

Two sites, LA 24902 and 86603, have been previously declared
ineligible. LA 24902 (FS AR 03-10-06-607) is a sherd and lithic
scatter which has been collected (Mike Bremer, Espanola Ranger
District Archaeologist, personal communication). LA 86603 is a
sherd and lithic scatter located on heavily disturbed soils and
on bedrock. LA 86603 was declared ineligible for the National
Register in correspondence from the SHPO to the DOE Area Manager
on April 8, 1992.
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RECOMMENDATION

i TR

With the exception of LA 86549, 86551 and 86552, the proposed
site characterization activities at OU 1071 will not adversely
affect the attributes which make the sites located within the
project area eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places. Two sites, LA 86604 and 86605, located at the Los Alamos
Sportsman’s Club in Rendija Canyon should be monitored in the i
event that any soil sampling is done near the firing range berms. i
The Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is requested to concur
in a "Determination of No Effect™ to LA 12658, 21492, 70025,

70026, 86526, 86527, 86532 through 86534, 86536 through 86541,
86543, 86548 through 86555, and 86604 through 86607.
Furthermore, the SHPO is requested to concur in a "Determination
of Ineligibility” for LA 86535 and 86542. LA 24902 and 86603
have already been declared ineligible.

LA 86549, 86551 and 86552 might be adversely affected by the
proposed site characterization activities at OU 1071 in the event
that any unexploded ordinance is detected within the site
boundaries. Given the possibility that an unexploded ordinance
could be detonated during an archaeological test excavation of
these sites, it is not prudent to test these sites or to propose
any mitigation measures for ER sampling activities in these
sites. The SHPO and Advisory Council are requested to concur
that there is no safe way to mitigate any possible adverse
effects to these three sites and that the ER project’s activities
are in the public’s best interest. Cleanup of possible
environmental and public safety hazards, as required by current
legislation,; precludes avoidance of these sites by the ER
project’s activities. In the event that these three sites are
adversely affected by the proposed project activities, a damage
assessment will be made and notification will be given to the
land owning agency, the SHPO, and the Advisory Council so that a
data recovery phase can be initiated.

As a result of this archaeological survey, this project
complies with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as
amended) and with Executive Order 11593.

In compliance with the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act of 1990, the American Indian Religious Freedom
Act of 1978, and in following the directive provided in Federal
Register Bulletin 38, a copy of this report is also being
forwarded to San Ildefonso Pueblo for review of possible effects
this project may have on sacred and traditional places. Any
comments received will be taken into consideration and
inccrporated into the project documentation called for by the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

=
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TABLE 1

Site Cultural

§§tg t Ownership _Affiliation UTMs Eli iblg
LA 12658 | LAC Unknown Z 13 E 385210 N 3973960 ! P.E.

Anasazi :
LA 21492 | LAC Coalition | Z 13 E 385170 N 3972600 | P.E.|
LA 24902/ | USDA FS | Anasazi ' i
FS AR 03- 1700’s - ;
10-06-607 1800's z 13 E 382140 N 3974270 | No
LA 70025 GSA Coalition

to Classig 2 13 E 384360 3974940 Yes
LA 70026 GSA Homestead Z 13 E 384180 3975110 P.E.
LA 86526 L&C Unknown 2 13 E 385890 3971300 P.E.
LA 86527 LAC Late Coal.

to Classic 2 13 E 386500 3971140 P.E.
LA 86532 DOE Homestead Z 13 E 387990 3971390 Yes
LA 86533 DOE Archaic & ‘

Coalition Z 13 E 386383 3970668 Yes
LA 86534 DOE Coalition 2 13 E 386560 3970709 Yes|
LA 86535 DOE Manhattan

/Modern Z 13 E 386617 3970742 No
LA 86536 LAC Coalition Z 13 E 386576 3970858 Yes
LA 86537 LAC Coalition/| ,

Historic? 2 13 E 386706 3970975 P.E.
LA 86538 LAC Coalition Z 13 E 386805 3970812 Yes
LA 86539 LAC Unknown Z 13 E 386978 3970900 P.E.
LA 86540 DOE Unknown

Anasazi Z 13 E 386860 3970508 Yes|
LA 86541 DOE Coalition i

to Classic Z 13 E 387043 3970273 Yes
LA 86542 DOE Manhattan

/Modern Z 13 E 387448 3970744 No |
LA 86543 DOE Unknown

Anasazi Z 13 E 387723 N 3970696 P.E.
LA 86548 | LAC Unknown 2 13 E 385340 N 3972550 | P.E.
LA 86549 LAC Unknown i

Historic § :

PreAnasazil 2 13 E 383020 3973500 Yes'

-
| S

. Lwil,




LA 86550 LAC Coalition :
to Classig 13 E 383050 N 3973380 Yes'!
LA 86551 USDA FS | Coalition 13 E 385920 N 3975180 P.E.
LA 86552 | USDA FS| Coalition 13 E 385080 N 3975110 P.E.|
LA 86553 | GSA Homestead | 2z 13 E 385700 N 3974700 | P.E.
{
LA 86554 SI Homestead 13 E 392350 N 3969690 P.E.|
LA 86555 SI Homestead §
& Archaic 13 E 392280 N 3969650 P.E.|
LA 86603 | DOE Coalition 13 E 386715 N 3970610 No |
LA 86604 GSA Coalition
- to Classic 13 E 385060 N 3974600 Yes
LA 86605 GSA Classic 13 E 385160 N 3974660 Yes
LA 86606 GSA Unknown
Anasazi 13 E 384200 N 3975210 Yes
LA 86607 GSA Coalition
to Classic 13 E 384050 N 3975290 Yes

SI = San Ildefonso Pueblo,

P.E. = Potentially Eligible

LAC = Los Alamos County,
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LA/Field No._LA 8655) (a-B)

LABORATORY OF ANTHROPOLOGY, MUSEUM OF NEW MEXICO
ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE SURVEY FORH

LA No.)A 8655]A-D Site Name Other Inst.#M-34(1-4)1.0.
MNM Pzoj. & uTH: z;:no_l - B e e —_— N

P -7{"
Legal Desc. T_1900s 2_6(BVu sec._2 i

Sul 174 of the _NE___VQ oﬂ the ___ﬂy_'l/

" .. .... . -
Unplatted Grant Ounex £ Addrzess_USDA USDA-FS Santa Fe Nat‘lonaI Forest
*Map Refexencae: Guaje Mountain Date: 1984 Scale: 1224,000I
32Q Meters

County_los Alamps  StateNew Mexico _ Neazest Named Drainage Rendija Canyon
Locational Desc.: Recognized Landmazka__ﬂn1mud_mmﬂﬁjhgﬁhu;jﬂJ&ﬂulengyon

above Sportsman's Club,

—.arroyo/uash £loo0od plains —.plains£lat

X base of cliff —Valley bottom —Playa

—Dbench —hnill top ——.ridge
——blouwout hill slope —Saddle
——tanyon xim —lou zise —._base talus slope
—Cave e NEEE C —_—tezrrace
—_—tliffsscazp —mountain othex (specify)
——congtricted cyn ——tt. frontsfoothill

—_.dune ——.Open canyon floozx

Site Type:__A series af faur (4) cavates and talus house rubble.
2164 met]

Site Size: Length Width Elevation (® of Feet) 7100

Topogzaphic Setting (Location & Access): ] alona cliff

base 1in roughly east/west direction. North face of Rendija Canvon in exnlosives
area - historic 00D activity avea;

R B

lLocal Vegotation___Salt hrush and yellow flowering bush (possiblv Pericomb) in_

{mmediate site area, Pinon, Juniver and grasses on cliff slope, Ponderosa Pine in
canyon bottom
Ecological Zone: forest woodland_X_ sczubland “{ grassland____

desazrtscrub____ marshland____ other (specify)

sFform must be accompanied by photocopy portion of USGS map showing T.,
R., scale and quad name.
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LA/Field No._p 86551 (A:D) '_%

Soil Type: rocky gravelly sandy_X clayey other

Local Outcrops: sandstone shale limestone basalt tuff_ X
other (specify) -

Nature and Depth of Fill: See attached cavate maps

Arxch. Status: Amount and Type of UOzk' Past and Present

iy Tl Y wedl L S e SO RME

not known - sites not previously recorded

National and/orz State Register Status:
_...0n State Register
. 0On National and State Register
——Pecomnended for NHational by State, on State Register
—Recomnended for National and State Register
—In District, National and State
—In District, Mational
In District, State
—.Racommended and rejected
—Insufficiently evaluated, potential unknoun
—HNot nominated
X In Recorder's opinion, eligible for Register
Conditidin of Site: intact____ grazed___ eroded_X mech, disturbance_X_

vandalized_X other __mortar impact

Mitigation: avoid_X_ monitor___ test
Surveyed for_ Fpyironmental Restaration Program _
Record Foxm: Suzv. Fozms__’_(_ Exc‘av. Forms____ Sketch Map_)X Photos_X
Loc. of Forms, Maps, Photos ___ LANL, EM-8

Surface andsoxr Subsurface Collections: yes___ no_X Strategy

excavate__ __ not requirzed

Location of Collected Axtifacts -

Previous Collections? " When Repository

ts there another site close by?_Yas LA or Field Identif.® LA 86552 (A-M)

Axtifact Density: 0, 10°'s, 100's, 1000's.
Time ’“ﬁ% ginso Q‘ﬁ"c’ Iszte;gg atiacftesd ¢

L
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LA/Field No.__ g4 35551 (A-D

No. of Temporal Components ]
" (Earliest to Lutest)
Temporal Component (1)

Features__Cavate rooms (4) and talus house remains. Viga holes in cliff wall,

Rooms varv in size (see attached maps) and degree of erosion.

Ao CTvemem i T e SR TN

.

Culture__ Anasazi Period__Coalition Phase

Site Function: Habitation Best Date __ 1100°H ‘32,-5"..1 .

Method of Date: _ Artifacts observed nearbv at cavates LA 86552 (A-M)

Tempozral Compcnent (2)

Featuras [ ——

I

Culture Period Phase

Site Function, Best Date

Method of Diée

Tempoia] Component (3)

Featuzxes

Culture p—— Peiiod

Phase

Site Function Best Date 4

Method of Date

Additional Tempozal Components
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LA/Field No.__LA 86 A-§)
'!'.
Published Reference: (Survey Report) ;;t
K
Date__1992 _5
Institution __ los Alamos National Laboratory EM=A }’
Author and Title__ER Prog QU 107] Cultural Resource Survey Report &
McGehee et al. }
Remarks: SEE ADDITIONAL PAGES
Fiald Recorder_E. Mchiehes, M, Hannaford Date __ 9-20-91

Lad Recoxde: Date
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A series of 4 cavates and talus houce rubble along north face of +
#

Rendi}a Canyon. The project area was used as a firing site during ﬁﬁi
k]

Manhattan project years. The cavates are numbered in ascending osrder

heading east along the cliff. These description correspond to the

plan maps of the cavates. “"Height" is maximum "ceiling" height. The

complex is located high above Rendi ja Canyon at the bége of the tuff

cliff. oSmall classic-coalition field houses are located below in rne

canyon bottom at a distance of approximately 500 meters. Associated

CEFPTTITRtsinclude:  (from M-40, LA 86552) Santa Fe Black-on-white

herds, Obliterated corrugated and Indented corrugated sherds, and

chalcedony flakes.

Cavate A is approximately 2 meters wide, 2 long and 2.1 meters high.

There is a vent hole located just west of the entrance and a niche

DA s .
excavated into the northwest wall. There is a hole in the back

eastern corner and a bench has been cut along the back {(northern) =nd

of the cavate.

Cavate B is about 2.5 by 3 by 2.3 meters high. A niche was cut i to

the back (northern) wall. Holes that appear to be the product of

erosion are located in the northeastern corner. Three to seven iia

e

holes were also noted between cavates B ang C.

-

Cavate C is 3.75 meters wide ang 2.25 deep (height not given). Ther=

is a niche and a couple of holeg in the back northeast corner. =

petroglyph shaped as _a cross, was also observed on the interior

eastern wall.
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LA 86551 (A-D )

4

V4

Cavate D is 2.5 meters wide and 2.2% =weters deep (heizhe a0t 3.0 3
A raised bench was located along the back (northern) wall. The waL-:%
appear to have vemnants of plastering. & line, cut inktc the tufr wjﬂz
1

noted on either side of the exterior cliff face. 4

PHOTOS

PHOTOS TAKEN X_YES NO DATE: _ 3-20-91

ROLL:123 FRAME: 6 DIRECTION: NW DESCRIPTION: LA 86551 A

ROLL :123 FRAME: DIRECTION:_NW DESCRIPTION:_ LA 86551

& C

a 8
8 DIRECTION: NW DESCRIPTION: LA 86551 C
ROLL:123 FRAME: 9 _ DIRECTION: N_ DESCRIPTION:_LA 86551 B
_10 D

ROLL 123 FRAME: DIRECTION: NW DESCRIPTION:_LA 86551

ROLL:123 FRAME: 11 DIRECTION: NW DESCRIPTION: Viga holes above
cavates 8 & ¢
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LA/Field No.__ LA 86552 (A-M)i

M

3

LABCRATORY OF ANTHROPOLOGY, MUSEUM OF NEW MEXICO ;
ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE SURVEY FORM g

LA No._LA 86552A-MEite Name Other Inst.s_-3001-13 o ?
MNM Proj.# utM: Zone_J 3 E__ . __ . u_____________f{_
Lagal Dasc. '1'_]_9@/5 a__ﬁ@m Sec._2_ f}:
SW & SE1/4 of the NE 174 of the _NY___1/4 k

Unplatted Grant Ouner £ Address USDA-FS Santa Fe National Forest

*Map Reference: Guaje Mountain Date: 1984 Scale:_1:24,000

259 meters

County_Los Alamos . State_New Mexico Nearest Named Drainage Rendija Canvon

tocational Desc.: Recognized Landmarks_Abgve shootina ranae in Rendiia Canvon,

in a patural amnhitheater,
Site Type: ir 13 es and talus house rubble,
met
Site Size: Llength Width Elevation (% of Feet) 7100

Topographic Settiny (Location £ Access):_Approximately 150 meters alonn cliff

base in a rouahlv east/west direction, Situated on the south facing cliff base.
—_arroyosuash flood plainvs ——Plainsflat

X base of cliff —_valley bottom —_playa

. bench - hill top —rxdge

—_blouout —hill slope — _saddle

—__canyon zim —low zise —base talus slope
—Cave ——_hesa —terrace
—clitf/scarxp —flountain other (specify)
—_constricted cyn —nt. frontsfoothill

—_dune —opren canyon floorx

Local Vegetation___ Pinon, Juniper. grasses, salt brush

Ecological Zone: forest____ uwoodland_X scrubland X_ grassland___

desertsczub_____ marshland____ other (specify)

fFform must be accompanied by photocopy portion of USGS map showing T.,

R.., scale and quad name. '
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LA/Field No._|A 86552 {A-M) 3

Soil Type: rocky___ gravelly __ sandy_X_ clayey__ ‘other

[N 3

8 ,;45’
Local Outcrops: sandstone shale limestone___ basalt tuff_ X 3
other (specify) i
{
Nature and Depth of Frill: Coarse white sand .
' . L
Azxch. Status: Amount and Type of Work Past and Present Unexcavated :é

—_Apparently heavy mortar damade ., heavv erosion, and grafitti

National and/oxr State Registexr Status:
-—0n State Registerx
__0n National and State Register

Pecomnended for National by State, on State Register

Recommended for National and State Registex

In District, National and State

—.In District, National

—In Distzict, .State

—Recommended and rejected

Insufficiently evaluated, potential unknoun

Not nominated C %
_X_ In Recorder's opinion, eligible for Register

Condition of Site: intact____ grazed___ eroded_X_ mech. disturbance_X__

vandalized_X other _Heavy mortar fire damage

|

Mitigation: avoid__X monitox____ test excavate____ no% required

surveyed for Environmental Restoration Program

Record Form: Surv. Forms__ X Excav. Forms___ Sketch Map_X Photos_X

Loc. of Forms. Maps, Photos __ LANL, EM-8

Suzrface and/or Subsurface Collections: ye‘s___'vno_x_ Stxategy

Location 0% Collected Arzrtifacts o

Previous Collections? ‘When_ o ] Repositozy

Is there another site close by? ygs LA or Field Identif.s LA 86551

Aztifact Density: 0, 10's, 100's, 1000°'s.

” -

Time Diagnostic Artifacts: Obliterated cdr:ru'gated, Indented corrugated, Santa Fe
Black-on-white, chalcedony .




No. of Temporal Components__]
(Eazliest to Lu.test)

Temporal Component (1)

LA/Field No.

LA 86552 (A-M)

.
-'

.

e e DO e WUHICD

Features Cavates

Cultuxe Anasazi Period Coalition Phase
Site Function: Habitation Best Date 1100 - 1325
Method of Data: _ Based on ceramics

Temporal Compcnent (2)

Featuras

Culture Peziod Phase

Sita Function

Method of Date

Best Date

Tempozal Component  (3)

Features

Culture Period

Phase

Site Function

Method of Date

Best Date

Additional Temporal Components
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LAsField No.__{A 868582 (A:Mh
i

Published Reference: (Survey Report) :
Date__1992 g
Institution Los Alamos National Laboratory , EM-8 ?
Author and Title__ER Prog OU 1071 Cultural Resource Survey Report {3
McGehee et al. 5

7

Remazks: SEE_ADDITIONAL PAGES

rield Recorder_T. Binzen, K. Manz, E. McGehee, N. Parishp, 4o 8-6-91, 9-20-91

Lab Recorxder o . ' : Date

#
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LA 86552 (A-M)

COMMENTS

A seriec of 13 cavates and talus house rubble along south facing

P EOSIRE V' W MY Ml

cliff base. The project area was used as a firing site during tha

Manhattan prvoject years. The cavates are numbered in ascending orderé

heading west along the cliff. Theze description correspond to the
plan maps of the cavates. “Height" is maximum "ceiling” height.

LA B6552 A&B are the eastevn mogst cavates. They are largely collapced

and ercded. There is, however. remnants of a tan interior ceiling

plaster at one locale. These cavates are full of coarse white sand

and have some lavrge, recent tuff boulders out front (south). Located

downslope to the south were chalcedony flakes, indented and

obliterated corrugated utility ware sherds, and a Santa Fe Black-on-

white sherd with a drilled repair hole. Also noted was the eroded

remains (cross-section) of a hearth,

Cavate C, which has almost completely collapsed. is located 15 meters

west of Cavate B. It is recognizable only by a smoke stained, concavsz

patch of tuff which would have been the rear of the cave. The front

portions of the cavate have eroded downslope to the south.

LA 86552 D is situated 30 meters west of Cavate C., It is three meters

wide, three deep, and two meters high. It features plaster flooring,

an_eroded square niche. and a circular plaster floor feature almost

concealed by fill. The ceiling is smoke stained. A corncob was noted

at the cavate entrance.
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LA 86552 (A-M)

Ay

LA 86552 £  is located 12 meter~ west of Cavare D. It is a two-room

hourglass shaped cavate. The outer rocm. which has a sloping floor

surface, ic two meters wide, three deep and three meters high. The

HTY 8 e L 0

inner room measures two by twe meters and ic three meters high. A

corncob was noted in the outer room and there were some contemporary

petroglyphs.

LA 86582 F is located 2 meters west of Cavate €, It is a small (2 by

2 meter ) cavate elevated 1 meter off the ground. Its interior height

-

is 1.5 meters.

LA 86852 G is located 6 meters west of Cavate F. This feature is

"

elevated 1.5 meters off the ground. It is two meters wide, two meters

deep and has a maximum interior height of 2.5 meters. Cavate G

features a niche and a small amount of plaster flooring. There was

alzo a stack of tuff blocks sjtuated at the entrance.

LA 86552 H is a cavate located four meters west of LA 86552 G. The

entrance is elevated two meters off the ground. It measures 3 meters

by 3 meters and has a maximum height of 2.5 meters. Cavate H contains

1]

n_extensive smoke staining and numerous contemporary petrvoglyphs.

|

There is stacked tuff wall (perhap=z historical) below the opening that

facilitates entry.

LA 86552 I is located 8 meters wecst of Cavate H. It is a small cavate

(2 by 2 m) elevated 2 meters off the ground. The maximum interior

height is 2 meters. The floor drops off steeply (not wertically) to

s

the ground surface.

&k%wvf

J
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LA 86552 (A-M)}

BN

LA 86552 J is located six meters west of Cavate 1. This cavate has a%

large opening (1.5 m wide). It measures three by three meters and hg%

an _interior height of 2.5 meters. A small patch of wall was located =«
t
on the back (northern) wall. fj

LA 86552 K & L are a pair of shallow, semicircular cavates located 35

»

meters west of feature J. Cavate K is 3 meters wide and 1.5 meters

deep, while L is 4 meters wide and 2 meters deep. Maximum height of

K is 2 meters. while L, is 3.5 meters.

LA 86552 M is located six meters west of Cavate L. It is a small and

shallow cavate (2 by 0.5 m). The maximum_ interior height is 2 meters.

This cavate is highly evoded and appears to be more like a overhang

than a cave.

Located 20 meters west of Cavate J is a dark, slimy cavity with a

narrow opening. It seemed an unlikely candidate for human occupation

in this or any era, thus was not recorded. Located 30 meters west of

J are two highly eroded cavates that showed no signs of occupation,
thus were not recorded.

PHOTOS
12. PHOTOS TAKEN X_YES NO DATE:__9-20-91

ROLL:118 FRAME: DIRECTION: DESCRIPTION: _M-40 ALB

ROLL:118 FRAME: DIRECTICON: DESCRIPTION: _M-40 A8

ROLL:118 FRAME: DIRECTION: DESCRIPTION: _M-40 C

ROLL:118 FRAME: DIRECTION: DESCRIPTION: _M-40 C

= £
. . N
ROLL:118 FRAME: S DIRECTION:_NE DESCRIPTION:_M-40 AB
£ N
2. NE




FRAME :_35
FRAME: 36
FRAME:_37
FRAME: _38

FRAME: _2

DIRECTION: _NE
DIRECTION: SE
DIRECTION: N _
DIRECTION: _Nu
DIRECTION: N

DIRECTION: NE

DIRECTION: _NE
DIRECTION:_NE
DIRECTION: _NE
DIRECTION: _NE
DIRECTION: _NE
OIRECTION:_NE
DIRECTION: _NE

DIRECTION:_NE

v

[y

b

LA 86552 (A-M)

.

Il
Lo

DESCRIPTION:_M-40 D

DESCRIPTION: _M-40 D __

D e LM e

DESCRIPTION: _M-40 D

——

L -~
— T

DESCRIPTION: _Rendija Canyon
DESCRIPTION: _M-40 E

DESCRIPTION: _M-40 E

DESCRIPTION: M-40 F

DESCRIPTION:_M-40_G

DESCRIPTION: _M-40 H

DESCRIPTION: _M-40 1

DESCRIPTION: _M-40 J

DESCRIPTION: Slimy seep hole btw.
cavates J & K
DESCRIPTION: M-40 K

DESCRIPTION: M-40 L

DESCRIPTION: _M-40 M

DESCRIPTION: M-40 possible eroded
cavate btw. cavates L & M

DESCRIPTION: _M-40 two possible

eroded cavates btw. cavates J & K
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