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MEMORANDUM 
_!:RMJGolder- Los Alamos Pro!!_ct Team 
To: Projed File; VCA C-1 0-00 l 

Jt'rom: Hugh Rich .YJ/. 
Date: 3 August. 1995 

Subject: Endangered Species Concerns 

Per the memo dated 5 May, 1995 from Derek Faulk to Garry Allen, Kathy Bennett references a 
biological assessment done by James Briggs of ESH-8. The assessment says that the work in 
Bayo Canyon will have a minimal impact on the peregrine falcon and that the work could 
proceed as planned. There were stipulations placed on the work however, such as, muffiing the 
noise from the drill rigs and generators, installing lights that are directed downward. and limiting 
the length of time in the canyon. 

I have also studied the maps provided in the memo dated 15 March, 1995, and it JS my 
understanding that since we will not be using any mechanical equipment, lighting, and will only 
be in Bayo canyon, not pueblo canyon, then we will not be disturbing the peregrine falcon. 

cc: Danny Katzman 

ERM/Golder- Loa Alamos Project Team 

Received by ER·RPF 

SEP 2 o 1995 
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MEMORANDlJM 
ERM/GOLDER Los Alamos Project Team 

To: Garry Allen, OUPL 

From: Derek Faulk, Project Coo~ 
Date: 9 May 1994 

llqanliD&: ~~Species, TA-10 

ERM/Gokler is pleased to submit a copy of the Biological Resource Evaluation Team 
(BRET) Readiness Review Memo from Kathryn Bennett, ESH-8, closing out the above
referenced issue. The memo and attached amended Biological Assessment (BA) indicate 
that both BSH-8 and U.S. r:sh and Wildlife (USfW) concur with Mr. Terrell Johnson, 
state falcon expert and consultant to USFW, that the proposed work in Bayo Canyon will 
have no adverse effect on peregrine falcon(s) that may be nesting in the area. According 
to the BA. Mr. Johnson stated that the activity is far enough removed from the more 
~tive habitat in Pueblo Canyon that adverse impacts to the falcon should not occur as 
tone as activity was not scheduled before May l , 1994. 

Mitigation measures are described in the memo and the BA. These measures include 
revegetation if loss of vegetation from the investigative work initiates or increases 
erosion; avoidance of unnecessary disturbance to surrounding vegetation; avoidance of 
removal of vegetation along riparian areas, drainage systems, and stream channels; 
avoidance of disturbance to vegetation on canyon slopes; and avoidance of crossing 
drainage channels where water is present. 

The amended BA also describes a best management practice (BMP) as it relates to the 
peregrine falcon. According to the document, this BMP is the 11 installation of a locked 
gate on the Pueblo Canyon branch road to restrict unauthorized use. Access to the keys 
should be conttolled, so that entrance into the area must be approved during the restricted 
times. This area in Pueblo Canyon is within the boundaries of OU 1079. The ER 
Program may abo find other programmatic needs to have a conttolled gate. 11 This BMP 
is only recommended by the BRET. 

cc: AI Funk, ERM/Golder 
Brent Russell, ERM/Golder 
Project File (19454.07) 

Job No. I q'-ISy 
File No. tCJY5c./ 

. Log No. J945t./-
! Date filed£ .q_CZ::f_ 

o:l-..ldocalouiO~.,.,.,.._J._ f._t1-W 
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E RM /Golder 
OA Records 

ERM/Golder Los Alamos Project Team 
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Biological Resource Evaluation Readiness Review 

I Operable Unit: J079 Date: 05/05.194 

Sampli111 Area: T A-10, Bayo Canyon 

Description: Surface soil samples. subsurface soil samples and sbrapel removal 

MI11GA TION MEASURES 
No mitigation necessary 

..-.;·:. 
See mitigation measures 

.. WlclUie 
AU areas proposed for disturbance 
have been approved by Biologist 
wicbin ESH-8. If oew klcatloos ftOl 

previously evaluated are U.'led. BRET 
must evaluase lheae sires. 

[j D 

FloodpbiniWetland 

NOTE: a amended Bioloatcal Assessment (BA) was 
submiucd co USFW for concum:nc:e of no adverse 
affect.'Ibe amended BA is atracbcd. Please read and 
foUow maugalioa measmes and wherever possible and 
bigbJy recor.runeoded. institute bestJD8l81ement controls. 
James Bigas spoke wilb USFW in penon concemina your 
projea. USFW did not see any pmb)ems widl concum:nce. 
However, lbe memo for coocurrence bas not been n:ceived. 

OS/03194 BiologiCal Resource Evaluation Readiness Review for Opetable Unit 1079 
I <of 2 pages) 
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Beil Man.agement Practices 

MIU~tion required 

~ B 
Non-Sensitive Species Planb 

A v01d unnecessary di~ ro surrounding vegetation 
d_uring actuaJ sampling and when traveling into sample 
sues. 

0 
D 

~ Avoid excess&ve removal of vegetation along drainages 

fil A void excessive disturbance to vegetation along canyon 
U slope and drainages. 

• 
D fi1 Avotd crossing drainages wbete lbcR is W81Ct, use existing 

U roads and cross level areas tbal are dry or less vegccared. 

D D 
Wldllh 

Por furtber iDfon:oacioa see Biological and floodplain Wetland Assessment. Environmental Rescoralion 
ProJram, Opetable Uait 1079 <DRAfT copy available from James Bi&gs) or comaa the BioloJic:al 
Rcsoura: Evaluacioos Program, ESH-8. M887. Teraieoe Fou (7-3024) or Kaabryn Beoocu (5-5715). 

'Ibis SEmpling was reviewed by: Kathryn Benneu. ESH-8 
1 

-· ... --~-~~~~--~-·~~~----_. _____ 03~5~ 

a 

OS/03194 Biologkal Resource Evaluation Readiness Review for OperabTle Unit 1079 
2 (of 2 pages) 



. ; 
;:.: 

;,:· 

AMENDED BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT fOR ENVlRONMENTAL RESTORAnON 

PROGRAM., OPERABLE UNIT 1079, TA-10 . 

INTRODUCTION 

On July 8. 1993 lhe US Fish and Wildlife Service concurred with !he no efiectlindings delineated in the 

"Biolcgical Assessmenl for EnvironmencaJ Resr.oralioa Program. Operable Unit 1079, TAs 10, 31,32 and 

45•. Coacuncnce was ba'!ed on the mitigation measures and time resu'ictions outlined in that report. Tho: 

above report outlined time reslri1.:tions for any disturbance activity occurring wilhin a biolog•cally 

seositive zone in Ptieblo and Bayo Canyons. Activitieli causing disturbance within the seosnive zone was 

10 be scbcduled from Sepcember I through FebJ'uary 28 to avoid breedJog aod nesting periods of cerwn 

raptors. Ho~. it is DCC%ssary for dle Environmental Restoration Program to schedule some activities 

tbat wtll cause disturbance in Bayo Canyon starting May I and extending through October. 

As. part of site ~on. the Environmencal RestOration Program needs to begin activities at T A·IO 

(Bayo CaaJOD.) this ftctd season C May I· October. 1994 ). The samphng proposed by the ER Program will 

include surface soil sampling, subsurface soil drilling and sample collection. and shrapnel removal. These 

aaivitics need 10 be sdlcduled during dle restricted time due to tbe nature and extent of the sampling. 

Sampling will take a minimum of six monlbs. Sampling needs to oecur during tbe non winter months. In 

addition, BayoCanyoo bas public access and recent geomorphic mapping activities ( 1993) identified 

several pieces of rachoactive-conwninated shrapnel. Shrapoel needs ro be removed to mmimize potential 

health risk~ by tbe contaminated shrapnel (ER Program, 1994). 

DESCJUPTION OF OPERABLE UNIT 1079, TA-10 

TA-10 ts localed outside the northeastern comer of the Laboratory and is presently owned by Los Alamos 

County. The area was used as a tiring site and for a period of years. a cbemicallaboraiOI'y. T A·l 0 was 

.1. 
••• 'i 
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decoounissioned from 1960 to 1963. Even after the decommissioning, some levels of conUIIllination 

remained. ln 1983, conac:te monuments were installed delineating a "Designated Restricted Area"( IT, 

1990). 

PROPOSED SAMPLING 

~ typeS of samplina will be conducted • TA·IO, swfacc soil. subsutfacc soil. and shrapnel removal. 

The purpose of die surface soil sampling is to dermnine if any suspect conwninants are present al dlt soil 

awfaoc at TA-10 in coocenttations chat. would effect human bealtb. A sampling arid will be es&abliabed 

that will c::over 17,000,000 ft 2. ln addition. sample transecllocalions will be idenlilled in rhe Bayo 

1)e objeaive of cbe subsurflce soil drillina aDd sample e»llceCioo il ., detamiDe me 1a1cra1 and venical 

.. ~ d taspea cornamiJiatcs in tbe subsurface soil& at TA-10. Sublmface COCltlmiDanl plUIDCI wiU be 

~-by &trillins86 bordioles. The borebolca wiD be dri1lo:l witb a boUow s~m auaer ro depdls 

~Jial;frllm 50 to 100 It below lhc soil surfece. OriJ1iDa wiD require cwo rip aacltwo mwa. See fitute 
,;·, 

lfor s~ drillloc:lttioos. (ER. Propwat, 1994}. 

ne pUipoae of die llbrapDel removal plln is ro raDOYe SUS~*& lhrapDel materiaJa to minilaif.e poeendaJ 

~· rist.preseall'ld·bY cbe coownifwed sbrapocl A aeodelic llln'ey will be performed aaoss TA-10 

· · ad i~ IR8 (includes cliff flee and mesa lOp). Approximately 100 1.0 150 ecres will be aurveyed 

toe botA ferrous alld ion-ferrous man-made mat.erials ill the upper 4 feet of die soil CXllumn. Ma&erials 

'MD be ~erect by me faeld ceam once identified. See FigiU'C 3 foe die IRa of ooverage foe tbe 

.• ~1UJWi1·reR Program. 1994). 

· In additiob 10 lbe field samplinJ. tbe field operations will require four to fave mobile offJCe trailers (8 X 32 

ft) to be insralled lit various locations wirbitt T A·lO. Trailer$ will be placed in areas previOusly disubed. 
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The e1isting road 10 TA-10 will bave to be improved in order to bring tbe traders to tbe site. Power will 

also be u::mporarily brougbr into tbe site from. a exisnng power hne fER Program. 1994). 

1'bc sile of dJe form« TA-10 lies within Bayo Canyon at about6,600 10 6.800 feet asl. Tbe site lies in tbc 

Pinoll-JUBiperovctstory vegecation 200e. See tbe "Biolo,i<:al Assessment for EDvironmenral Restoration 

Pro&nm Operable Unir 1079, TAs 10, 31, 32. and4S" for detailed information concerning the biota of the 

IMPACTS AND MmGA TION FOR TIIREATENED OR ENDANGERED SPECIES 

TA-10 is within tbe seositive zooe of tbe peregrine fak:oa (fcdcql81lc1 swe eodanpred). No OCber 

EY~ Team coosuhed wirb Tetrell lolmsoa, StaiC fak:oa expen on tbe pos&ible impacll tbc propoaed 

TA-10 suapliRa would lsave on percJrine fak:oal. Mr. Jobasoo expel\ opinioa was dill tbe acdvity 

scbedalcd 10 occur ill Bayo Canyon would DOl jeoplrdize perepille falcoo(s) tbat may be ncado& ill tbe 

aa. Jobasoo swed tbat tbe activity was far eaoup removed from the more sensitive babiw ill Pueblo 

ClaJOil d1at ldwne impaas 10 tbe faJcoo sbould DOt occur u loot as tbe acliviay was not scboduled 

~May 1.1994. 

BEST MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

Noo Dm:atm:d. Endan~ or Scmisivs: f!lanU, and Wildlife 

Sile sampfiDg ICOviry could require mitigalioo mtall'e$ if die loss of vegecatioo initiates or incn:alel 

erosion.. BRET sbould be contaCted if revegetation is needed. Additional mitigation measures illc:lude 1he 

foUowin& (Bigs. l993): 

• 
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• Avoid unnecessary disturbance tCt surroundmg veget.auon dunng !>amphng and wben travelmg 

into sampling sites. 

• Avoid removal of vegetaUon along npanan areas. dramage systems and stream channels. 

• Avoid disturbance of veg,~tation on canyon slopes. 

• Avoid crossing drainage's where wa1er is present. use existing roads or cross areas tbat ate dry or 

less vegccatcd. 

The best mitigatioo measure for the peregnne falcon is the obstrvancc of the rescricted limes. If the 

restticcd times cannot be observed but the proposed activity wtll(l()( result in jeopardy 10 the species then 

ocher best management pracuces can be evaluated. A best management practice tbat would be a beneftt to 

the proccclioo cf the biologically sensitive area. and is recommended by BRET, would be the anstaUation 

of a locked &alC on the Pueblo Canyon brandt road to resuict unautbonzed usc. Access to the! keys should 

be c:onU'OIIed. so that enuance iniO the area must be approved during tbe restricted times. This area in 

Pueblo Canyon is witbiD the boundaries of OU 1079. Tbe ER Program may abo fmd other programmatic 

needs 10 bave a coolrolled gate. 

Bigs,.J., Biological Assessmmlfor £,n•imnmnual RtStorazwn Program Opnablt Unit 1079. TA.t 10. 

Jl. 32. alld 45. Los Alamos National Laboratory, LA·UR-93-1169, < 1993). 

Euvitonmefttal Rescotalioo <ER) Program, OU 1079, TA·/0, Bayo Canyol'l. Fittd Work Summ.try, Los 

A.Jamos National Laboratory. ( t 994 ). 

ltltematiooal Tccboology (IT) Corporation. Solid Wastt Man.a.g~m~ns Uniu R~pon Los Alamos NGUionat 

Li:Jboratory. RniJ~d Nov~mb~r. 1990. Los Alamos National Laboratory, LA·UR·90-3400. (1990). 
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. • , ;Telephone .Log 

• Environmt'nUI 
Resoun:t'S 
M.~JU~gemt'nL Inc. 

DateandtimeoicaU: cf. l'l f~trV , _, . 
'tourname: A~· _ l 
Callertcllentcontactl: /&.If! ~~v ERM 
'-.t11mt ~ DhOnt- numoer· 5'- 5 71"'J-

Client: 

\Vork order number. 

Action Items: Who: When: 

------------------ _tJ_O;;;_fl_A'_;c...,.. .. ---c-9A_QC_ .€- "'DVjr 

------------------------------------------'~~~· ~~~~~·~~r~L~~w ___ c_o_~~r.J-~ v.~ ~y -------------------~ va COPY a-____ _ 
--------------------------------- \_).,.C..:. " bf\,.C"'--- COP\' (3-' ________ _ 

Follow-Up I YES rzr'~ By Whom: Date: 

:"-Jotes: 

p,.q:J P.l., }3¥stf. t t; e '1(srf. t ~ G 7'! Sf:.( cl/ 
?'~gmai sent to proJECt file. 

COPY ;-t ---- ·----------
COPY C 
.~OP\' 0 -----

COP\' 0 
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{~ . MEMORANDUM 

ERMIGOLDER Los Alamos ProJect Tc:am 

_.. .... 
To: Project File (D94S4.04. £9454.04. and G94S4.04) 

From: Derek Faulk, fTM "'F 
Date: lS April, 1994 

Regarding: Endangered Species Issues 

I·talked to Kathy Bennett. ESH-8, today regarding our work in Bayo Canyon and the 
endangered species issues concerning the peregrine falcon. She indicated that a repon by 
M(.: TerrelHohnson, a biological/ecological expert retained hy LANL, BNM, and u:s . 

.. Fish and Wildlife (USFW), describing the Bayo Canyon habitat and the presence of 
peregrine fakons in the canyon may be complete and ready for sub mitral to USFW by 25 
April 1994~ . She stated that, according to preliminary discussions with Mr. Johnson, the 
&.yo Canyon habitat is not as critical to the falcons as is Pueblo Canyon. Therefore, she 
is Optimisticuha~ after the repon is reviewed by USFW and Mr. Johnson and ESH-8 
meet with QSFW to discuss the anticipated field work, the field activities can be initiated 
on 15 May or soon thereafter. 

. . 
She also indicatcic:fthat in order to proceed with field work. some mitigation measures 
~y have to be implemented. These measures may include items such as muffling the 
noise from drill rigs and generators, installing lights that are directed downward and do 
nac~spread U&ht outward or upward, limiting the lenglh of time our activities take place, 
or PJandztg additi()nal trees or bushes in Los Alamos Canyon to improve the peregrine 
·fiJcon.J1abitat there. Los Alamos Canyon has been classified as an alternate habitat for 
ttle:;falcoM. i.e., a potential nesting place for the birds but not as good as Puelo or Bayo 

. Cai\yons. Mitigation measures will continue to be discussed in more detail. 

cc: ~-Brown 
A. Funk 
B. Russell 
A. White 

I 
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ERM/Gotder Los Alamos Project Team 
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MEMORANDUM 
ERM/GOLDER Los Alamos Pro1ecr T cam 

To: Project File #19454 

From: Ken Kisiel 

lhlte: April 8. 1994 

Reearding: ENDANGERED SPECIES RESTRICTIONS IN BA YO CANYON 

Ka.lhy Be~ of ESH-8 Faxed me the anached infonnation regarding US Fish and Wildlife 
(USFW) biological assessment for Bayo Canyon. 

l1iese documents provide tbe following information: Bayo Site is included within the "critical 
babiw"Jortbe Peregrine Falcon and sampling activities should be scheduled for September 1 
thtougli-February 28 to avoid breeding and nesting periods. unless other arnmgements are 
made with USFW. 

~ US.fW willbe performing a follow-up survey on May 15 to detennine if any falcons are 
in the Criti¢al habitat area. lf no activity is found at this time the scheduled field activities will 
~J~~ae~lldbeuringstrt~~~ding and nesting periods. If activity if is found. then our 
i,lCUvttleS 'W'l re "'""'· 

· Presently I ain pw-suing the possibility of having the follow-up survey perfonned at an earlier 
date to accommodate our premobilization (e.g. road grating. tn1iler set-up. electricity. etc.). 

CQ 

Derek Faulk 
Rebecca Brown 
Arme White 
Brent Russell 
AlFuDk 

ERM/Golder Los Alamos Project Team 
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LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY -~ 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION {EM-8} 
FAX TRANSMrM'AL SHEET 

FAX#: (505) 667-0486 
(FTS) 843-0486 

DATE: ~A~ 

VERIFICATION It: (505} 667-5021 
(FTS) 843-5021 

TO: l(PO ~~::.) -e\ !'"'AX t: 

LOG NO: F.M·8:2J-EAX
VERIFY 

t~J.bJ-\.398 PHONE f~ 66:?~~7-tJI) 

GRP {ORO: £. [?f!1 f§o\de~ 

TO;------ FAX t: '- 1 

GRP fO'RIJ,: 

VERIFY 
-------PHONEtiC __ , ____ _ 

VERlfo'Y 
TO: ______ FAXI: <_) ____ PHONE_(_) ___ _ 

ORP/ORG: _ 

FROM: :Kcn:n~ y1 !\~A- PHONE#: ~> (pb;5- Sq..\-=~ 

i 
t) 

MESSAGE:.\:\e.re. \ .. ~ \-)\2 mo.p {l; )c\ oih.f (G \eJ\etJ"S \10\J lDg!ii,~ I 

'];:.oAds{)eo ~c\osfi\ ~£ 1\>d~~co\ ~SSeSSa1-e !{1. ~eck}iU€. 
-Sl~t-&~aco£ 3c1fJ.\\-e -~'.un."~)O,e~ \ t- h ~\ ~tf( c:\,)o{\ ~ .. J.K~se: 

~~~!"~~::;l~~tt&:!~;t>~q-
\JW..h$,\\ ~)\.n).: tfu£ tt),~h liSElt.) o l:e£-l f.-he R~i1o~ 
boSe d e,'l f\C>&-\-\('~ o..C-1-'\ v\'{_ ~...~. 
NUMBER OF PAGES TO 1-'0LLOW: } '() 

Cy: EM-8 Fax FUe 
CRM-4. MS Al50 

Marc:h 30. lw:! 
CROUP OR D£PIJ1Y CROUP 4tAD&R. 
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::L~It ·-I~ t· ~ .. -I},·:.] i ,.': ; I • tl I I 1 f •· I:,· ' 1 •1 
~vo~UUoJJl#O'.J-.,_ .. ,t I ... o • ~• .. I "'1'1 ! .,. I '\r.., ._ •• ,. ~ \... (lo. • .. \J -.,~ \ 

IJNJT£0 5T A TE5 
OEPARnC£NT 01' TWI INTKRIOA. 

P11H ~UI) WR..DUPKIIRVIC& 
Bcolovical ~·t~• 

Suite D, l$l0 P.a Aaerieea li;~•ay, II 
&l)Uqatr~, Jt• llaico t1107 

Merct'l 1 •. 1 Q04 

Jerry Wowa, ArM Mtnagar 
U.S. ~ of EnttGY 
l.as Atlmol ArU Officii 
528 31th SttMt 
L.ot AlllftOI, New Muico 87M4 

0.. Mr. SGUowt: 

, :·~!I 11(·.·.'11.' I,'.!", 
~ ... :.~-o~:~,-11; J. •• ' 

During • recent flltld trip to the Lo1 Alamoe eru, membeft of my ltaff nGtic:tld 
numireueiOtMtln In Pueblo Cenyon. Bayo Canyon and on Kw-ee Mua. The maJority 
at the 8Cttvltlu ·~ to be fOIId oonatruction and au0Cllt8CI tc*\tlu tnctualng 
&rmdttlon Clf Mwerlnn, cantttuc1ion of bridGet, hikinG 1nd bfldrv trallt, end ttGIIon 
ocntrot. The ..,yan n maaa .,...mtv pr~ .._..t for fol.l' .,.c~ .. thlt.,. 
prrJtaCted by the £ndlncmed _..Act of 187, (AOIJ: beld ..... ~ 
~. Amerii::M peregrint falcon (flU. Jli'IDdOlMIOitaiD'· 'POtted 
owl Gilda GflOictlntlt~· and the Pf'OCtOied touthwt~ttrn wllow ffyeetchar 
bJidiQ& .aut R!!!!!Yt}, 

0" July 21. 1101, thl u.a. Ath and WlkJIIfl S.rvice cs.w:at propoud tO tttt 1.he 
•~•m wtlow tlyo.retw .. ~ wfth critiallhabbt <&dial..='· 
Vol. U, No. 1401. Under ..cdan 7(a)(4, of tM Act, ,..,_l!ganeiiHftto 
oonter wfCtt the ..me. on •ny aodon that Ia llbly to .. opardlre the ocn1inued 
exls1tnce of a _., proposed for tildng or ldwrlllfy modify or claltroy ftl prQOOMd 
critiaal hobitat. Wo would ·~ eny lnfatn•don y~ mev haY.a on tN biology of 
thla ·~ n.ludlnQ .wu., dbtt~Judan, anchhru11, or tt. punndai~~Conomto 
ef'hlcta of thl propoMd oridoal hebltet ~It\. 

tec:t.IOI\ 8 of the ~ proklblta "tatua• of tmecl apeolee, lnoludi"Q hann end h&raM~nent. 
Stnlldw wtldlfa ll)lclll may be dltturbed or harmld durin\) coi\ICI'UOtloft eotMtlu and 
durinf tubleQUtnt UMe of th1 .,.... a.olion 7(e)(2l <rl the Aet ,.qui,., Pftderal •QfiiOI• to coniUft with me s.Moe reoardlnl •"Y •cttvitiellhat •rnn atftct• thta__, ...a end~~S"QS"ed spedea. Wit have encloaed uuidance concerning the 
HC'dGn 7 Pf'OQIII. 

If tht DtPI"ttnMt of Enltgy l& conductlnQ aotMU11 in ., ... UMd by lim.ld apeoiet, we 
eugoea N ~ t. planNd to protect end ~~ t,.._ h•brtii1.J •nd pnl'\'ftfll 
df.stwbenoe. We reoommend you contac1 ua If vour aotMt!M ~ ·•ff•tgt thMe 
spKiel• WI .CXKIItft your COOI)eflrtton In the put. 

j 
~ 

~ ... 
' j 
I 

.... ... 
! 

J .. 
'? 



Jllny e.~~owa, Ar .. MJnaoer 

~·PI\ U8 '911 
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Peee .. ~ an.n ..,.on at(!()!) 883·787? if we I'M\ ba at eulatance. 

2 

.1 
lf 
] /'· • 
li """ '1 
'1 
] 
0 
• 

~ 



-·~~~--------------------------------------•. 

.sos -f. 67-07 31 f:: •: ': No . ()((' F ·'-'<· 

United States Government De~tofEn«gy 
Albucauerque Fi8id Office 
los Alamoa Area Office 

loa Alamoe, New Mexico 87544 
memorandum 

JUt 1 r- 1oo~ 
IIIJI\.'I'11» 
ATnl CP. L&SH , J OW·· 0 4 3 
-..:~Cf: Letter ot Concur rene-c.- from t h~ ti. S. !-'lsh and Wllc111te 

S4H"V1ce 
,... Tom Gunderson, EM-00, LAN'!:... MS J!l·:n 

Th1s transmits a copy cf the July B. 1993 letter of 
concurrence w1th the f!nd1ng of r.o Jeopardy as d~l~neated 1n 
the Blolog1cal AssessMents for ~~rable Un~ts 1071, 1079, 
1129, 1147. an<l 1148. ThP. :!.~tter 1s ci reply from the U. !L 
Departm&nt ot t11e rntP.r lor, F'lslJ and W1ldl1fe ServJ.co, to our 
earlier written n~quest for such. 

Please refer any quest lon~ •lr commQut E nr. t hln nattgr to 
Diana Webb ot my stc.(f ~"'1t 1.565-6353 . 

Attachment 

CC" wtattachment. 
0. Glenn, FOB. LAAO 
J. G r Jf:go. PHB, J.AAO 
D. Webb, ES&H, LAAO 
T. Taylor, ES&H, LAAO 
~- Withers, Gctt?ntt.-ch. LAAO 
D. Garvey, BM-6, LANL, 

MS-K-191 
K. Bennett, EM-A, LANL. 

MS-K-490 

. J,~r. Vv.~· L 
Jose 1 c. V ella. Chlaf 
Env 1 onrnen , Sd fut >1 tmd Heel t h 

Branch 

JUll ~ 19~3 
r:r~!'.'EO ~-M~ ----------
r.o\11'1:: GRPMOr.r;: __ SI.a --------
r.:lf'Y: Gffth<;MT:_.Sll ______ _ 

r.nURNTO: GN'OFC --------

onm~----------------------
NOTE:-----

• 

t1 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

F'JSH AND Wll..DUFE SERVICE 
&cologic&l Ser~ic~• 

Suite D. J530 faA Aaeric~ft &iqbway, NE 
llbuquecque. Mew MeJjco 87107 

~uly ,q, ~993 

i::'·•'· ~~f•.•"·:· I' .·•t. 

Cons. 12-22·93-I-251 

Mr. .1erry Bellow• 
.Depa~nt of ltnell:'qy 
La. Al.-o• Area Offi~e 
~ Alaaoa, New Mexico R7544 

Thi.a re11pooda t.o your lott.ea: datc:d June 4, 1 ~·93, requeet. 1"9 -.c i.t:t.uo 
COftcurr•nc• wt~n tbe no eff&<:t t'ind.i.n9'a <1el .. r.e4t:e<1 an four B.ioloqi.cal And 
Flood.plain/Wet.land Aasoaalll*nt 1 BAl L·eport.~; pr'Ovi.d•d by your off ice. 
Reeoarch activit.iea llt r..oa Al.wnos lllat.icmal L.e.borator1oe h.ave reeultod in a 
l&rg4t ou.ber ot Solld waate Jo:anAc;,ernenc lhtte (SWMU•I· Thlf propoaed .ac~ion 
inYOlve• the second pha••· tbe Site CharactQr.i&Mtion PhaaM (SCP), of t.ho 
tour p&.l1; Environmental .Raat.orat..,on Proqram cndvn~ay at Lna A lamo• National 
l.&borato£i.ea. 'ftlie pbaa• Lnvol vee coU.ectiol"l ot eo1.l and water e11111plee for 
analyaia ot swxua, Sa•plinQ will vary froM aurtaca s~loe of no qreater 
that 10 inc~• to coce dcillinq to dvp~ho ot qreater than 200 feet. The 
DA8 evaluate portion• of Operable Unit• IOU•) 1071 •. 1079, 1129, 114"1, and 
1148. YouJ" 9oeQ9&"aphi~ 41.'e& ol lnteceat 1s Loa Al&raoa, New Mexico. 

We have ueed UMI in!oJ:'l'll&t.ion ~n your requva\. Lu narrow tho llet or spoeoiee 
oocu~riDg in the proj•ct area to those th•t. 1Nay be •tfectdd by the propoead 
aetion. The followin9 lietcd and c•ndid4te epoclaa ~y t~ found ~n the 
projHCt area • 

Amerioaa pecegrine falcon (~ ptreqrio~ ~n•tu~) 
bald eaqle (Holiapstua le~coctphalyo) 

,..ut.i.c:an apottlld owl I U .. ti.!J ~lMml..U .. U l.y(;lgo) 

Catetorr l ca.didat.es 

N- Hexic:an ju .. pS.ng CI'IO\&ae I~ lllt!li.2n!..u• htt.~": 
aout:.,.aet.elf'n willow Clycat.cher t.EmxU.~~!ll'....!! t.r.ai.J..L!.J. !'~bl!m!R.I 

N 
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Hr. Jel"l'Y BellO'.JG 

C..t•cpuy 2 ca~cUdatea 

GOat Peak pika (QchotOQ! ~~-~_p~ Q!gretcens) 
occult little brown bA~ (~ lucitus~'- occyl>~J 

apotted bat {~£Xm! maculp~~m} 
loc;gerhead altrilie ([ ... u;i!:l.J! ludovis;iam>bJ 
nortbN'A gQ>Itb~owk (}l&c.i.pitec gcnt.U.I.a) 
~~a Mou~ain ••l~der (fletnodon O!Qm§!~~) 
qra.. qraaa cactu• (Pedioca£tpo papyracanthua) 

'' : ~, ... , No.''''-' f'. r1 ,' 

2 

'l'ba eQd.anqered pereqC"ine talcon (~ peregcioyt !n&\wn) h known to occur 
vi~h~n tbe OOa 107l and 1079. 7errell Jahneon, • noted authority, nae be4n 
aUbcontraeted to develop a habitat ~·~~ plan tor the peraqrina 
falcon. The u . .s. r1~h and Wildlife Servico (Se•·v,ceJ c:oncura with the title 
reatr~i.on• delineated on r•agn ) "f the SA for ou 1079, whicA etato•. • 
all activ~tiee r&aulting in dlcturbanca within ··~r~~cal h~ieac• 
(aenaioti,. habitat) ba scheduled fran s~pt:elllber 1 throu9h Febru•ry 28 to 
••oid ~reedin9 and neetLnq P*~ioda.· No ... plinq within eonai~ive habit•t 
ehould bo c~cted out.a1.de the scnedule ~~W~nt.ic.n..O above. lldditlonally, 
the Service dolin•• "activities r~euJtinq in dieturbance• ta incl~~ any 
o"1vity within the &enalt.iva h~itat are& :..ncludi.nq· pa•-9• throuqh the 
a.rea. 

HeJCiO&n epotted owl :surveye ehO\lld bu conductllld prior to SCP aUipl.l.nq 
t.nlt.i.ati.oll. All activLt1ee within '- mlle of neat. or a·ooat sit•• ahould be 
scheduled from Auqu•t 31 throuqh PPbc~•cy 1 to avoid breedinq and ne•t.tno 
perlodtt-

on ~anuary 30, 1992, tna Service raouived ~ petition to liet 
eoutnweetern willow flycatoh•r ClmPidon~a tr.tllii c~t1•HI)• 
rec.tntly COIDPJ.eted a at:A'I'.ua ,.e.,iaw foe thi• c:pecioa and nwat 
whether Liettn9 1s warrantftd. 

lhu 
The .Servicw 

now dwten•ir1v 

category 1 candidato species arft tnoae for which tho service haa 
IIUblrtantial iafortNtion to support t.heir 1 iat: inq as end&RQered or 
t~reatened. The development and publ~ca~lon of propo•ed rulea for t~•• 
epec:.e• ~· &ntic!p.-.;.ed. cr.U~(Jory : canc:tidllt:.o GJ.8Ci.ee are thoea for whicl') 
t~ secv1ce b&a into~ation Lndicetinq t~t propoaint ~o liet 1a poeaibly 
appropriate. ~t for ·whlc~ b~atant1•l data on bioloqtoal vulnacabillty or 
tlu'eata 4.11:'& atot. currently available to oupport the lnnedlata prep.u·ation of 
avoh rul••· candLdat~ •~cie• hAve no loqal protection und•r the 
cnd&ftvered spacien Act and ere incluQ&d in thi• do~r.t tor planninq 
()'lrpo-• only. However, t.he Scrvic. ls concorned and would appraeiat.e 
recelvinQ any atatue in!ormat.i.on that: is avall&bJ• or qatherod o~ the•a 
apeciee. 

All sample extraction• will ta~ placo in the presence of a Rnvl~onmental 
Protection Aqency (EP~) ~onltor. If at any tLmc lhe ~ni~cr ~•terminea 
that air OM1eei9n lav~l• •wceed ~PA wtAndarda, •amplin9 will be tec•indLed 
and the SCP Bio1C9i~al Assoa-.ent pr~~·• will be ro1nitiatod. 

---... 
::._;;.:,_ .:· 

) -:1. 



ID:505-66"7-IJ731 8:57 No.OO~ P.0~ 

.Hr. Jerry hllows 

sa-d on. t;he ioformat1on provided and Loa AlUIOa Nat1onal LaboE"at.Qriaa 
~llance with the aboYe mentioned condit1ona, the 5ervico co~a with 

. t:;be flO effect. tindlnq. If - e.aa be of f'lzthec •••1•tance, pl .. _ c•ll 
•ua~h carvantea at {&OSJ sel-7877. 

@~ (wf;J/-.c). 

~i~~~ New Hex.t.eo Dap.arbUo~ ot c._ and Fiah, .sent;& Fa, ~ .... ica 
~1~;. w.,. Jlexico 1:-nn. Mlaoral8 and Natural Raaoareee De~t. 
Po~ and Reaourc•• Coneerva~loa Plviaion, santa Pe, New HexLao 
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by 

ABSTRACT 

The Los Abunos Nat.iotutl l.aburator'y's (LAJ\'L) BioliJI&ic:al ~ EvMiua
tioa Team (BRET) conduded leYd 2 (habitat evaluation) and l...eftl.l {~ 
speclfk) RJrw:n durtq J"J lo prof'Jdt inb-matioh for ali1e-daaraderilation 
plan. The Jnlrpose ol 1M tit.ld sur~ was thrl!lllold: ro deterodae tr spcJeos 
pl'DCee(ed b' the ible ,.. federaltownunent lWn pl"aent bet8re aoll ampllna 
look plla; to ddenrriM lfSflllliUw lulhi&aa.'Mft P"*ftC; ad tepther bltR line 
ctaq w fUture studies on ... t aDd wildlife specb in Opcnble Unk (0\l) ttn"). 
The informgtioo p&bered hm 1M neld surveys was cornpered .welt h:abttat 
requirealenta of potentjlaJtJ OClCW"ring pn»etded speties (bQth thrauned an&t 
endaltpmt). 

v..-uoR raneecf from a Ponder'o8a PiM-Mixed Conlb-llel"ks ln the western 
portiqn1 of the OU"' a Pia Pine-Juniper .nes in the lower eest pardon utthe 
OU. FoUowina a seardl tJI the BRET's. thrutlftied. endattetecl. and RIU!ltlw 
(TES) apedes datil bate. and after c:omultln& wridlstate and tecllnl apndes. we 
listed ....,.. plane .. ca wlc:Ui~ apeci4ll .. patmdelly oc:c:unint: in the ou 
Howner, we expect only ~lpCda, 1M pa epine l'abn, to hawealii'IOCkratfl-lo
hiah pottntialtor lnhabkla& the OU. lf we JnDIIkGr Ute •• and rettrkt the 
period or GMUtrUdion. the pokndaJ tmpacu..,... be rmnlnllll to Uw ~at inc 
falcon and ID nt111proteded ~ orlxJth planta end animalt tn this 00. 

£XECUTIVESU~Y 

Dwmg Augall199l, !bcBio~ Retlouroe EvalUIIIJOnS 
Team fBRE"' of ~ envnoomcna.al Pmlec:tioa group 
(EM~) CODOuctb1 f\cJd surveys for Operablo Unit (011) 
1019. TcdaUc::al Arcu (TA') 10, Jl. 32, and 4S. The 
~ltc:$1orlllCnPro8rlmdLas Alana Nadonal 
Labcntory (LANL) pcp:a::.1 10 c;ordaQ sll&dlara:u:n
uUon sl&ldiea, which cams. primarily of soil Sml .. inJ, 10 

dclemUQelbe......, 8ld CJlLCIX of hu.aRbJs Wde release$ 
from IIIOiid w.-~ wlita (SWMU.). 

The purpolt of the IRII"vc:ys WU thft:dald. The fUJI 
pa1p01e was co detennine bd"ore aia.e-c:ha.racurtUlion 
satDPlinciftbcro\JUa'eaaypiam«wildliCe~orc:nacal 
h.abica&~~ wilbin the OU ~that ue pm~CC~ed by &1lc 

~IOltc or fc.delal govcmmeot. Sccald. we c(R)ucced survey~ 
so idcnufy my SCN'itive areas. auc:b as tloodpbina and 
wt'tlands. wilhin lhe siQ 10 be aamplod. cbc Cl£ll:n1 ol audl 
areas. and lhelt ~~The lbird 1UP01C 
was to ~ide addltlmal pllrD and wildlife tpCcin data 10 
hr.!pdcftne die habUl aypaa widlbllbe OU. o.ta from lbcao 
stJI'VCyl wdl provide funbcr bale line WMnllion .ftua lhe 
blologtea.l componenu of liH! sites dloeen fer tt&e
c:haraclenr.&l.ion samplit.:ig. Theile da&a will alto aid in 
~ prua:mpiin&Mnd"i<lnl. which can beallhl*cd 
10 diu colleatd aa lhe arne IOCIUDIII in fUIIIR: !lllldia. 
~e. 1tW 111lonnation is nctCSUN 10 SIIA*t 
"'.t~ana& EnvironrncJui Policy Act (NBPA)dcx:urntDl.llian 
and m&'Y dcl.ermmc 1 ~al eJCduskln fr:. lhe lite· 
dwaacnLICion u.rn!)linlt pqn. 
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Thc\<!sun-e,, wr-rr:r:onaucr,~ltf"1cnnc;'IY"IIlJ :lr: :·. ·LrJ>~ 
l~Cd .Spl'l.:lC~ t\0:! I'll l '11 .• ; 1.11:' f\rC'W '11·~11(1.) ... d;.!;./.' 
Comerntl()ll Acl (WCA). tile- .-..,.,..,. 1\tc~,,;.J l·.nct.m~l'XO 

l'llllll Spcclc.s Acr; Federal FACl't.IJ\ r or,krs , . <Jcn 
··prOlccuon ,.,i Wet! and~.·· and I~~~~. ··Foodoi;,,n 
'.f~~mU:c:!T'.eru"; Cuoc tJl Federal Rt'J':HI.lltoo ;il (I:< .. • :. 
.uiCl (UWJ)',lXpallu-.:nt of f:.ncrgy trX)E) U'"llet ~XI ; 

HRET oouciJCICd 1 tl&b1llll e\·a.Ju4lloo survey 1 l..c\cl 2) 

aliCt ~clkne at EM-8 ~ bast.:. The d&IJ base COilUII~ 
lhc h&btUI ~ItS for all st.11t: :uxl fr.:r..lrnily '"'I!U 
Lhn:acencc1.end~ aa:lscflSiun:t l'ESh.1!a;u liJlll .uu:u~l 
speaes icnoMJUJ occtU' wilhin l.A.'ft. bouooancs vld Lloc 
surrou.adiDg I!ICIIS. We u~ a combinaUorl of line u~ts 
md Oaubcmnue pkxs to conclJct the Level 2 SUNC >"S. TheM: 
t.ee::hniqucs m designed 10 galhcz data oo lhc pcteer.IJ!.ge uf 
coYOr. dcMuy, .md frcquc:ncy of both w\dastory .a.nd 
~ ~ m !.be planr ccmmt.ltlity. 

We compared lbc habiw informauion galh::rc-d durl1lg 

lidd rurv~., ...tlb lhe babi~ requlmJleiU for each ~~cs 
1"i C4.YIC:COI &hat we identified 111 lhc <lata base surch. !.I 
h.-abitAt rcquiRmenrs W~::re ncx met lOt -Vly 'pec!Q a! UX~Ccm. 
M fur\hef IUf'Yeys wen: conduc:\Cd :ancS lite sue was 
CCW1Sidered cl~ w.lh no expeacd impea w ~ce or 
(edr.nlly liaod spec\es.lfh.abitali'Cq\.urerncrns wm: ~~-we 
cmcb::lo:J .&pt'!Cific surveys for lhe spec~a of Ctllll.nD. Illr 
spccics-5pc:ci(IC SWVC)'! were oonduclr!d in accordilrlC.r. ~uh 

~14h1Uibcd survey~. which nfic.n roqum: &:.c~Lam 
meuuolog)al or se&DJal CO'Iditionaw com~e 

In each locllion to be umpkd. we roted all ~tJands .,_. 
floodplains wilhin abc survey .area us.mg \be N arK:Iflil 
Wetland lnveocory Mapi follo'lled by nctd checks. We ~ l"'I 
DOled lbe dw~C~Crillics of wetlands. OoocJplains. araJ 
rlpllian IX&! ~.~~~ng Ole .:ri~e~.a ouilined 1r1 !he "rcdcr.J 
Manual For Dellir..ating 1uri$Cbc..W Wc:tllllda." Hov.-cvcr. 
wetland boundaries WCtO""' dcli.nuled duot1at ~ aw-v~ 
bc:cavse of ~heir COIIIJI%Ilal nucauaucn ThcR:!torc. ~tland 
boundaries wiU be dclineue<l ju~ before 11te umplmg 10 
msure 1M& &he~ Will be OUUJde ahc .-eu wr R'ICiel 

rhc welland crit.ena (baed oa hydmpllybc plants. hydrec 
,;oii£. and hydroqy). Delineauons are vAlid for nnl,. ?. 
~~~~; lberd'ore.lhey a;n: NOll ciTocti..e when done 1:11 lhe 

wneof~&g. 
We searched daLa balci c;orwrung hl&sa'ICII Information 

;mel blologtcal tqXlN o{ lny Jlf"IOUS sun'C)'!I Within (l( neat 
\he 11U1 to be antpled.. 1bJS inlOI'nllUOO Wlli n.'VICwt)j &lld 

n .cummarri.Od in chis doc11Jr1elll ar background int'am.alion 
!baa can be used in future ecolop:al nsk ilSflttVIlCfll"t and 
pachwayt analyses. 

MMtoflhec:art)UI sywmswtttlinOU IO'r<l a~e rtlauv"'y 
undNurtx:d: ~. ~ was lound on che ~w

roundin& mesas lhal "-tude re&idei'IUIJ WAS .;and LANL 
facilirie.s. Aside from lieCOOdiC}' r0o1CI~ the only trta;ot 
di.~lnCC wilhin che canyons as an <.IIJCrt'CJl'.v f~•Jnllfl 

strip locaccd in Pueblo Canyon Nearby tt~CTC ~R la11;c:r· ~.v.:: 

. (• .. t{\~.:ac.A.'·' d J:~:dc ·tu· ,J'-.~~ ~ •. 11\"t"'\ tO, '. ... cia 41., i1 1!14Ji 11 

• :3:.J ... J)' 

L'l,• C)l. ii)7!) I< .. TlllO hlS t\!>COIIally :wo I)'J"C~ 4•f 

~.•:X.'grapru= l~.3tUrl!!l: noaenu.et~· ~:n:p w sux.p~:.tnyons amt 
.hl. ~te:-11 fll('..s.:b The ( ~\00 syMcms U\clude Acid. l'ucblu, 
..J<IIIJY" C:as1'n~ ""here l..c,·('f -~ .;urv~ys ~'CI'e ~'tea 

•lrl :he 90U!.h -lanng slopes. no."tlJ-Cu.cLnf. ~ope&. C8r\yon 
h.)tiDJll&. !ia.ldplams. su-eam s.idr.t. and ripanan ~-~ 
'tre.cTJ.Sl<k' surveys 'll-t'rc conducted in 1-\ieblo Canyon, and 
!hr. nparian ;rone lUrvf'Yt 11:ere rU\ducted at the contJt.<".nce 
. : Al.lcJ lln(J E' JtbloC.lllYilru.l'c:"JIUI CllltUrhr4 ~ttl! sa.ch ;u 

Ill<' olJCl:cocy l.uldmg Sltlp U1 I'UCbiO CW)O'I wr.n: af.x> 
~u~c~ 

The OleSIU were pnmanJy wilhin a ~ PUle: and 
M1 ~ed Cowkt ~lCl!IOWird lhc WCSllhltev>en!UIIy graded 
:n10 a :"'il\on and Juniper Woodland seJicl evward the ea.olt 
Along na1h-facmc sklpc:s. lhe punWrosa pane and. to a 
lcssct .Jegree. species oC &he MiJ.ed Caufc:r ICrira e~r.end 
funha ea..~ward within lhecan)Ul$. Commorunidmlry and 
w~y •pec.es of the Punderooa Pine aro Mucd Cornier 
suK~ induclc JUl. l1lOilDlllll muhl y. blue CJUD&. hnk 
blueSJOn. oak, ~lUll mahogany, 111'\d Sllll*. Oomualll 
spea..-,es aJontt tl~ Pueblo Can~ strecm clUatlel U.:lu<k: 
;:nuhosa Pille. ~ ~n'/. ~ JlCilk. 
uad ~nr rn ltv: I7U of pe:emial ~. md Ncy,. 
\icau;o locust. blue grwna. wheaw-us. aoo daopsced in 
>~l,~tly dno hlltlluu. 1>1s:rurtlrd ll'l"as (r.s .• llr ~gcncy 
tmdatc SU'rp) have a nurmer nf ~ such u cheugrw 
lltll are d\araar.rusic ria previous di&fur~Mrnce. 

We scarchod the TF5 1pecies diUI base and CMSilllt!d 
"""·h ;;we and federal agenc;es .WI found IIW potmtial 
~JX'CICS ol oonccm lbr &his Oli (bawl m Mhil• and known 
lA.l."liiTcnces) are !he bladl hawk. bald eag~ Miaa&tppa 
luLe. perqnne falcon. troaa-billcd hununmabod. willow 
n yau:bct. SJXO:d ba. rne.low JUll1PII1& J1JOU8C., Wri~ 's 
filtlhookcacrus •. ~ta ~cholla. gnuna gt&SI cacrus.scs.silc
llowrrcd fair.<: canot. ttucMilcaf bonc:bru$)1. Plank ·s 
cacchflv, Santa r~ nnllo. vttch. Malhew'a ttitiOly milk vClt.h, 
( ylllic m1lk ~h. tuflftisand ~erocna. Taoe nwlk veleb, and 
l'ago:.a phJoA A3 a result of 1 habftll evaluation ol the OU. 
oa)y one oC lhc$e ~ appen10 hive 1 moda'ate--tn.bigh 
poctntial for ocx:unence m che area: &he pere!J1ne faklon. 
The resuks ai !he f~eld habitM evaluaaim indic:a&e lhll die 
habilll cic:meJIU needed for rhit species ~ ~ Wea&lla' 
I.;Ofldilions, ~easonal timing. a.nc1 re<;ent mOIIiaorins 
mformauon l>y~Jtpertullowed UJ fOdcU'.Imine the~ 
cv a~ of lhl: ~gr" faJQOI'I '" ltrorOanco With 
pt"«t~ swvcy pmtocolr. 

["he perqp lllC lak:m OCCII(llCi ~cliffs that are lllllll.lly 
;:dj.x:mt IO Cll.n)'MJ. lllis ~~ hU ll rt'COr<ltld aene 
lncstang sdc l wlliUn a ~ 01 the < >U U1 PueblO Canyon. 
B<'<:Ju..~ U11s ~~n• "' in the ~ ol heine dctri.C'ftlliOd. as 
""'''- al h:ab•u.c fur the perCJ:fiRe (aloon lhrough a 
~IOtiiD<lum of Ar.rttmenc wtth Lflc US f~ixh and Wilelile 
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Sctv'ce and titc Department of Fn:ury. 1l is ll!C(Imnli'ndl:'d 
ll\al all activid~ resuCting m discu.rtwu: w11hin l~'le .:rw.:..~: 
hamw (irlcia(fu)g Pueblo Canyon1 be ~~hcc1u~ from 
Soplcmtlcr I t.t.'ou3h Februaty 28 to a"oid bi~LTig and 
ncst.mg p3110d\:. !f umplinc wuhin Pueblo <.:Anyoumu~l be 
~onducted O\Jtside this ,;chedulc. ldditiOIIal rcouttt"tl 
:nooiu:nng of tile c:nucal ~lat may resun 111 wnc n:siJlCUan 
~ We will calSWl widl c.he US Fiah and Wildli!e 
S«vice a! 1D ~ propoeed resat1aiooll. If il is dc.lenninr:d lhll 
the ~ine Ulk:m 15 absern before site wnpling, Lherc 
shuuJd I.-e minimal impact on this :.{JCQCS. tn alidiuon 1.0 

lhese ~rictions. BRET zequcus il be oocuic:d o1 
chsturbana:& odlct ltuln IOi.J ~ in ardcr eo evalU~~e 
potcNial impiiCU and dc\lelop appropriate mitigauon 
measan:s. 

lf ~ in accordance will!\ !hi.• docl.uDem. wtface 
~and ocbcr assncWeddlsrutbana:l inllusOO shouk1 
DOt cese .tverse i~ 10 known ailical habdllll or 
$oC1l£i!ivc ami$ (i.e .. wawns} ex 10 nonprou:c&ed sprcscs. 

1 JJ\'TRODUC"nON 

Thk biological aucssmmt was wnd1~ for the sile 
chmclaiT.aticln c.- ''umpiill& phase" of llle Envitonmcnlal 
Re.raracioopragramforOU 1079, TAs 10. 31. 32.and4S 10 
dt:Strtnine lhc p-=occ 0( abllence ol. ~ cndangcted. 
am~ r:peaes an~~ d ftoodp~ams em ~The 
~win be AmplechOCl\a:rlccorim ha7aQs, wutc ~lease&. 
andconttirucnU from SWMUt. The nmpling wi1l mnsist of 
I"CIDOYina soil aamp1es wi1.b hwl-bei4 aup drill!. or &VFf· 
mourued heaY)t ~ addition~! dhaurbmcles may 
occur. Tbia QStMnlf'.(ll' wa also cl~ lO prov1dc bue 
liJie iafonnal.icn I« Jms-tenn mcJliJDnllf oi lhc .,._ and 
wildlife COO'IJSIDliriol in abc aiu:s. 

The propcad aile JlmPliag was eval&raJecl u 10 iu impacl 
on lhre.atenod. cadangcred. and senailive ~ and 
floodplains and wedands. nus was done in~ wuh 
the 1973 Federal 'E.ndangered Species Act. che New MeJUCO 

Wildlife ComctY&&ioa Ac:r (WCA ). lhe New Mesic.o 
F.ndaopRd ~ant Sp:Qe:a Act (EPSA). FedeRJ ~aint 
Wetlancl Excaltiw: Otdrn (£0.1) 11990 lnd I 1988, DOE 
0r~>100.1 (~Gmptiancc).Qldeol~al 
Regollljon 10 CPR 1022. ancS die NMional F.nvlronmerual 
PoiJcy Aa (NFJ'A). 

SeaioD 1 olcbe Federal ~-ed Species Aca requin:s 
r.hll all federal apooes ensure tbcir ecuvitlcs u prngrams 
wiD not jeopWdaa she c:olllinued csialence ol a f~ 
listed lhrcalened or endl...,.aed 'JICC'es or its ~ 
critlcll habitat (if applicabJe). New Muk:o's WCA and 
f..PSA alsoteqrUre dl&r fcdcnl agcncie.scnsurelheir .aivilica 
111111 proenn will not jccpudit:l: speea that are ata~e 
~ 1m~ of~ 7, u well • New 
Mwoo·, WCA and EPSA.. is duae Mlhm the Jramewoorll. of 
NEPA. 

.: :'."~ !·if•. '''i.' I· I I 

Thc:rc ~:J~ three: pos.stblc macome~ of "' h1oior.scaJ 
.• o:~smcnt tor llu\:'aLCn:-..d a cndan~ s~~- ·• 

I . ..,.1~ are oo ~~or endan~ spctl<l£ u'UtR 
;tl('. habllat Within lhe ~ rroioct Mea; 

.":. ll!Cre an.· uuutcned or l!lKf&Q&acd spcc.ia auu~ 
the h:lhtW willun ahe froPOSCd project IR&. but 
\hac tre no CJ.pecltO adverse impacts to the 
!'peatS;()( 

"\. ·.i'hcn uc Uvcascned <Y ~etcd ~ .Wng 
lhc habtllt Wllhin the pqQCCS projecl na. and 
ad\UIC l.rnpaas mlhe ~ 1re ~\Onccur 
u 1 rcsulr ~ tbe pupr»d prqect. 

1f ~ pupc«4 ~Is expeaed 10 jeopanti;rc. ~ 
spocil:s, we will in.itialc a CXDIUIWi.m Wldllbe appopriJ&e 
it* or fcdcnl ~y. wbidu:owdrcsub uunadirseations. 
altemaova. or CClmple&c: ablndmmml ol lho proposed 
project to avOid imp~eq lbe. ptacaed ~ 

1Wo eMICUli~~C ordcn pcovide proleCiicJn b f1ooclplains 
and wetlan4a. ExctutiY~ Or des 1 198& ... Floodplain 
M~" ~few the~ d lloodpbinl .00 
mandiiCI lhal lbe plUINJal eflocts (){ ;my t'«1cally f~ 
~Q\ us I floodplain be evllulod. ~DYe Order I 1990, 
.. T'roo!cdon of Wedaada. .. mqana u au fcdcnlly f\andell 
Jl&CilQeS ISSUe C7 ame.niS ~ 10 ensure m. wctJands 
be~ fmnt kla ordepldation. 

The t:S Dcpartmen& of Energy'a Cllde ol Federal 
fteCUJaUOil lO CAt 1022 outbnet me procedlll'CJ for 
campbatu with tbe cxecutiYeordm Uldpovick:IJ lbc D'ICifll 
for public rc.-tew of implclllo t1oodpbins aod wedmdl. 
Thil CFR does nat mc::~uc~a a !lpldnc minimuln silL Public 
review of lhe polelllial implcllll provided dlnJu&h NEPA 
doc"umaatation or Federtl Rccisl~r Nodllc:auon. 1f 
1lOodplain1 or wa.lltnds cosld be lmpactod. an aueamcnt 
ITAaJt be <X.'IQducwl 10 dt:Umrine 1f &he impiCIS MlUld be 
coosidendldversc.. 

AdditlorwJy. unda Seaion404ollhc Cle1n WM« Aa. 
we "11131 warm~ chc degrMialjon(l( wetbnds md floodplains 
hy hm.ilifta ~tte dsac;harJC of n.n imo lheln. The carps or 
Eagjnocn ~ RQ diJr:hllp Hmlr. and iQIIJea one of 
two ly~ of permhs. Nationwide penniLa arc maa 
tUDinOOiy istued andiPJllly 10 1ra.1 of less dian 10 acres. If 
she area is greater Lhra\ 10 .::n:a. individual penru•~n~~~~ be 
issued befcn .ICSiYrtia Qn be iniliarcd. 

In ad(Won 10 lfae 11!plalicllll. DOB Onb 5400.1 
requlrc:l lhat 111 mvironrnenlll (pcope.rllklaal) liUIVe)' be 
cmducred befon: tbe stan up c:l a new sik, fac:iley. oc 
process mar m•y advenely aa.u me eawiraamera. Thit 
lo"UI'Vey *"'ld begin • minicnuro ol one: year. and pRtfenbiy 
~~before lhe ptopusod ~ swt-updale to allow 
Cot Lhe ~va.l~lion uf biOU.: ~under varied 
~onal changes. Thr.se .,.ae I ine dala tuppon l~ 
''F.nvironmc:ntaf Scuing·· ponloa uf the wen planll for tile 
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MEMORANDUM 
E R M I G 0 L D E R L 11 ' A I ;, m o ' f' r ,, 1 e l t T r ;, :ll 

~--- ~· -- --
I , !t' r·d 
; Joll NO l 1 • 

! File NoJ l'lc:-4 _ 
Garry Allen. OliPL : , og No.J)4cA fit 1 

Derek Faulk. Project Coordinatvr \_/:_.. .,-.)-ate tHad 5/4 fl4 

To: 

From: 
'1 \ _--f-1( ..._ 

:.:ng: ~:=-.=~~~:~~)ayoCanyon 'I ~~= 
~=n--- c . --:-I&<AJ""";._._~ 

\(_~?·~ 

I spoke with Kathy Bennett of ESH-8 yesterday (se~ attached Telephone Log) regarding the 
referenced issue. She stat~d that James Biggs of ESH-8 ddivered their biological 
assessment to U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFW) on Friday. 29 April and talked to USFW 
personnel about the conclusi.ms of the assessment and our work in Bayo Canyon. USFW 
verbally concurred with ESH-8 and Terrell Johnson 1 biological consultant to USFW) that 
our work in the canyon will have minimal impact on the peregnne falcons and that we could 
proceed as planned. Final USFW concurrence was pending a review of the report and 
conclusions by a USFW member who was out sick on 29 April. Kathy said this person was 
supposed to be back in the office on Monday. 2 May. and would review the report then. 
She did not anticipate any question. concerns. or problems but wouid call USFW on 3 May 
to confirm. 

She will dnlft and issue to me a memo from ESH-8 allowmg us to proceed with our planned 
activities in Bayo Canyon. She w11l also send a copy of the bwlogicaJ assessment as it 
relates to Bayo Canyon. Lastly. she will send us a copy of the memo from USFW 
concuning with ESH-8 and Terrell Johnson and allowmg us to proceed. The USFW memo 
may be issued in approximately one week. 

As we discussed yesterday. J also contacted Kathy .tbout any surface sampling. geophysical 
surveys, and/or shrapnel cleanup activities that w~ may have to perform in Pueblo Canyon. 
She said that the information we gave her and she ~ubmitted to USFW did not describe in 
text or show on maps any activities to be performed m Pueblo Canyon (our maps show the 
surface sampling grid and 1.400-foot radius circle extending southward to the top of K wage 
Mesa). We are. therefore. approved for any work that may be performed as shown on the 
tnaps (Bayo Canyon. Kwage and Otowi Mesas. and Banancas Canyon). If there is a real 
possibility that the shrapnel cleanup activities may extend into Pueblo Canyon. we need to 
provide additional information and maps describing tho~ activities so that ESH-8 can 
submit them to USFW for review and comment. 

cc: A. Funk 
B.RusselJ 
Project File A4S4. c 1 

ERM/Golder Los Alamos Project Team 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERV1CE 
Ecoloqtcal S~rvices 

Suite D. 3S30 Pan laer1can Hiqhway. NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 

March 15. 1994 

'':., .. 
. "'""'-

Cons. #2-22-94-1-252 

Mr. Pat Dugan. Assistant Engineer Ill 
<;qunty of los Alamos 
Department of Public Utilities 
P.O. Box 1057 
Los Alamos. New Mexico 87544 

Dear Mr. Dugan: 

This responds to your lener dated March 1. 1994. regarding the effects of the 
proposed construction of an 800 foot sewer line and erosion control structures in 
Pueblo Canyon. east of the City of Los Alamos. in Loa Alamos County, New Mexico. 
Your project was discussed with Brian Hanson of my staff on March 7, 1994. 

We have used the information in your reQuest to narrow the list of endangered, 
threatened; and proposed species occurring in the project area to those that may be 
affected by the proposed action. The following species may be found in the project 
a;ea: the endangered American peregrine falcon !peregrine I and bald eagle. the 
threatened Mexican spotted owl. and the proposed endangered southwestern willow 
flycatcher (flycatcherl <see enclosure). 

On JulY 23. 1993, the u.s. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed to list the southwestern 
wiHow ff~atcher as endangered with critical habitat (federal Regjlftr, Vol. 58, No. 
140). We would appreciate information you may have on the biology of this species. 
including status, distribution, and threats, or the potential economic effects of the 
proposed critical habitat designation. 

Habitat for the four species should be inventoried on your lands that are subject to 
disturbance. Construction in suitable habitat may disturb sensitive species. Soma 
impactS could be avoided if construction occurred when the species are absent 
c-.ravnn•. bald· eagle, flycatcher). The most severe impacts associated with your 
projeet eoufd be the resulting human access and subseQuent disturbance after project 
completion. Roads and trails in sensitive areas should be avoided and consideration 
giVen to provide vegetative screening in certain areas. 

to property evaluate impacts of your project. we would appreciate a mora detailed 
descriptiQn. Thts should include a detailed map with access routes and other 
<fasturbance zones, along with a proposed construction time frame. We are willing to 
meet with you to discuss the project in detail to prevent adverse impacts to protected 
species. 
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' " Mr. Pat Dugan. Assistant Engine~r Ill 2 

We suggest you contact the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish and the New 
Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department tor information concerning 
fish, wildlife. and plants ot State concern. 

We appreciate your cooperation in the past concerntng the 1mpacts of your activities. 
If the County of Los Alamos is conductmg actrvities in areas used by listed species. we 
suggest the activities be oianned to protect ana enhance these habitats and prevent 
disturbance. We recommena you contact us •f your act1vit1es may affect these 
species. 

Please call Brian Hanson at 1505) 883-7877 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

, \~I<.G.7oi!.A'~,.;'l 
I 

ci,l" Jenn1fer Fowler-Propst 
jJ State Supervisor 

Enclosure 

cc: (w/o enct 
Director, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. Santa Fe. New Mexico 
Area Manager. U.S. Dl!partment of Energy. Los Alamos. New Mexico 
County Administrator. County of Los Alamos. Los Alamos. New Mexico 
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Species list 
Construction of a Sewer Line and 

Erosion Control Structures. Pueblo Canyon 
Los Alamos CountY 

March 15. 1994 

Endangered 

American peregrine falcon (~ pe1egrir.w.s, anatuml -The peregrine falcon prefers 
areas with steep rocky cliffs in close proximity to water. Preferred habitat 
contains dense bird populations in conjunction with large gulfs of air such 
as is in canyons. 

Authority: Sandy Williams. New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 
P.O. Box 25112, Santa Fe. New Mexico 87504. (505) 827-9914. 

Bald eagle (ljaliaeetus leyeocepha!us) -This species occupies New Mexico primarily as 
a winter resident. but also occurs as a migrant with several nesting in the 
state. Birds roost in large trees which may or may not be close to their 
feeding areas. Bald eagles are found in riparian areas adjacent to rivers. 
reservoirs. and ponds. Rabbits, fish and waterfowl are their primary prey 
items. 

Authority: Sandy Williams, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 
P.O. Box 25112, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504, (505) 827·9914. 

TbreateMd 

Mexican spotted owl <S.WX occjdentalis ll&id.l.l - The Mexican spotted owl has been 
recorded in all New Mexico national forests at elevations of 3.700 to 

· 10,000 feet. Habitat consists of caves. cliff ledges. witches'-broom. and 
stick nests of other species in mature and old growth forest associated 
with steep canyons. The preferred vegetation type is mixed conifer; 
however, they can be found in pinyon-juniper, pine·oak, and ponderosa 
pine. 

Authority: Sandy Williams. New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 
P.O. Box 25112, Santa Fe. New Mexico 87504, (505) 827-9914. 

Procosed Endangered with Critical Habitat 

Southwest-em willow flycatcher CEmojdooax WJillii extjmusl - This species inhabits 
thickets. riparian woodlands. pastures. and brushy areas. It is a 
sparrow sized, olive green flycatcher with a dark head. whitish throat, olive 
breast, and yellow belly. It has no eye ring and its wings have two white 
bars. 

Authority: Sandy Williams, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, 
P.O. Box 25112, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504, (505) 827-9914 . 
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MEMORANDUM 
ERM/OOLDER Los Alamos Proicct Team 

To: Garry Allen, OUPL 

From: Derek Faulk, Proj~t Coordinator ~Y 
Date: 5 May 1994 

Regarding: Threatened and Endangered Sped~ Bayo Canyon 

I spoke with Kathy Bennett of ESH-8 yesterday (see attached Telephone Log) regarding the 
referenced issue. She stated that James Biggs of ESH-8 delivered their biological 
asSessment to U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFW) on Friday. 29 April and talked to USFW 
personnClabout the conclusions of the assessment and our work in Bayo Canyon. USFW 
vernally concurred with ESH-8 and TerreU Johnson (biological consultant to USFW) that 
our work in the canyon will have minimal impact on the peregrine falcons and that we could 
proceed as planned. Final USFW concurrence was pending a review of the report and 
conclusions .by a USFW member who was out sick on 29 April. Kathy said this person was 
supposed to be back in the office on Monday. 2 May. and would review the repon then. 
She did not anticipate any question. concerns. or problems but would call USFW on 3 May 
to confirm. 

She will draft and issue to me a memo from ESH-8 allowing us to proceed with our planned 
activities in Bayo Canyon. She will also send a copy of the biological assessment as it 
_relates to Bayo Canyon. Lastly. she will send us a copy of the memo from USFW 
concurring with ESH-8 and Terrell Johnson and allowing us to proceed. The USfW memo 
may be issued in approximately one week. 

As we discussed yesterday. I also contacted Kathy about any surface sampling, geophysical 
surveys, and/or shrapnel cleanup activities that we may have to perform in Pueblo Canyon . 
She said that the information we gave beT and she submitted to USFW did not describe in 
text or. Show on maps any activities to be performed in Pueblo Canyon (our maps show the 
surface sampling grid and 1.400-foot radius circle extending southward to the top of K wage 
Mesa). We are, therefore, approved for any work that may be performed as shown on the 
maps (Bayo Canyon. Kwage and Otowi Mesas. and Barrancas Canyon). lf there is a real 
possibility that the shrapnel cleanup acti"ities may extend into Pueblo Canyon. we need to 

·provide additional information and maps describing those activities so that ESH-8 can 
submit them to USFW for review and comment. 
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