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Los Alamos 
NATIONAL LABORATORY 

memorandum 
Chemical Science and Technology 
Responsible Chemistry for America 

Environmental Restoration ProjecUCST-7 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

To!MS: Gary McMath CST -7, MS M992 
FromiMS: William C. Francis, CST -18, MS M992 -If/, C . .r 

Phone/FAX: 667-6080/667-5 801 
Symbol: EMIER-RAFA: 99-030 

Date: May 3, 1999 

SUBJECT: ACID PIT, TA-21-70, SOUTH OF TA-21-31 AND EAST OF TA-21-30, 
S\VMU 21-005 

The subject acid pit existed essentially as described in the TA-21 Operable Unit RFI Work Plan, 
Chapter 17, page 17. It was built in July 1946 by the R. E. McKee Construction Company. It 
was of reinforced concrete construction and its dimensions were 3ft x 3 ft x 4ft deep and it had 
a sheet iron cover. The RFI Work Plan states that the pit contained nitric acid and was used to 
destroy classified documents. 

In an effort to verify the use of the pit I contacted the following people: 
1. Robert E. Everhart, Retired Chief of the Protective Force. Mr. Everhart came to Los 

Alamos in 1948. 
2. Charles A. Mills. Mr. Mills came to Los Alamos in 1947. He was one of the early members 

of the Protective Force and assigned to the Document Disposal Detail. 
3. John Stein. Mr. Stein was an early member of the Protective Force and in charge of the 

Document Disposal Detail. He later retired from the Department of Energy. 
4. Gerald E. Lindstrom. Mr. Lindstrom was an early member of the Protective Force and 

succeeded Mr. Stein to be in charge of the Document Disposal Detail. He retired as an 
Assistant Division Chief for the Zia Company. 

5. Theodore Ehrendranz. Mr. Ehrendranz came to Los Alamos in 1946 and retired from the 
Los Alamos National Laboratory's group H-3. 

6. Mr. L.A. Emelity. Mr. Emelity is retired from the Los Alamos National Laboratory's H­
Division, Group H-7. 

7. Ray Garde. Mr. Garde is retired from the Los Alamos National Laboratory's H-Division, 
Group H-7. 

None of the above people had any knowledge ofthe acid pit, TA-21-70. 

In 1967 the Zia Company removed structure TA-21-70 to TA-54. See attachments A-1 through 
A-9 for the method of disposal. 

I was able to find a 1955 Structure Location Plan that showed TA-21-70. See my drawing, 
attachment B, for its location in relation to existing buildings T A-21-30 and TA-21-31. Also, 
please note the U.S. Corps of Engineers coordinate system location. 
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SUBJECT I. 

SYMBOl:. I 

···itt~:~. 

HJ~~L.:. 

.\'¥~./::· ~-. 
~Q~:': .·.··. 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

William i'. RQQero, E·l1 DP West. 

RAD!OAC':i'IVE CON'"'.AY.INATION 5iJiN'i:'l: 

E'-1-DP 

r;f't 
STRU::'7VRLS D?-7,/D?-22, 
AND DP-731 ~-21 

DP-51, DP-701 DP-71 

The subJect structures have been xo.onitored for radioactive contandnat1on 

as reCi,uested. Structures DP-7, D?-8, and D?-22 vere .t'oun.d con~r.ated vith 

:Plutonium, Al;ma, counts on the noora,- vork benches, bench dravers,· and other 

loose items :range !rom 500 c/m to :201 000 c/m. ':roese three structures have 

all been used .t'or storage ot contami.l?ated laboratol')" equilJ=ent~· 

St~cture ~P-70 contains 

v1 th :POrtable al}lha countera. 

.1962. 

an ac~d- solution and cannot be z::oni tored properly 

S~ctures D?·7l,and D?·73 vere abandoned in 

\ ------
I vould reco;:=end that 'structures DP-7, D?-8, DP-22, and D?-.5f be de.:olished 

and all the ~ro&teria.l disposed ot 1n the Area G. conta.zd.nated vute pit under 

Ji .. l ~;pemllion, .. 

.,.., .,.. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO • 'WU~ia:l F. Jenilte, 
?rocure;ent. and ~1 Secti~, LAAO 

:Er.oineering ~rtcent 1 LASL . . . 
6UBJECTa RE'Tu"RX OF LABORATORY STRU:TURES: ~UILDINGS D'P-7, D'P-8, M"D D'P-22, TA·2l 

SYMBOL I Ei'iG-3 

Reference is rr.ade to your memorandum dated July 71 1965 in vhi~h you in· 
structed The Zia COC!Pany to return lluilding D'P-7 to the aceountL"lg records 
of LASL1 and your memorandum dated May l01 1965 in vhich you authorized 
lluildings DP-8 and DP-22 to be removed from accountability records follow­
ing destruction. 

T'nis memorandum vill inform you that the three subject buildings have been 
vacated and are. of no further use to Los Al.a::los Scientific Laborato:")"; the 
LASL Health Division has reported that all three structures are cozr..atrl.nated 
'With pl'L:tonium, and that clean-up procedures are not feasible. ~erefo=e, 
ve request your concurrence that the three buildings be rc=oved to the con­
tawinated burial pit for disposal, and that LASL ~ccounting Depart=ent be 
authorized to remove all costs related to the structures t'rom their record.&. 

JAS/nc 

cc: E. E. W1ngtield1 LAAO 
'l".oe Zia ·Cc:xnpany 
Ji, R. Hoyt 
:B. w. West 
R. D. :Baker 
T. L. Shi}XIWl, M.D. 
SP-2 
ENV-DO-y. 
E:\0-.. 
Y.aU and Recorda (2) 
me.....: rr 

s. E. Russo . 
Record.& and Land Surveys 

'· 
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fROM 

' :..7. r . . "c..:ii:.;c, ?rocur~;.:..:r.: -.:.~ ?rc~~rt; 
s,-:-.~.J:., '. .. :-.:~ 

·... . . . .. 

A Al.A~ ~ L.AOOAATCAY 
• -IVI["StTY W CA'-11'-IA 

LO. ~A-0!\. NI:W ~~~~•tC.O .7S~ 

TU.J>I't!Oh~. A.;;-s . 
DAi~ Cctobcr 24, 1966 

SYMCO~: 

'i'hc s...:b~<:t :::.a.'"lole is of no further usc. to i,o.:; Alacos Scicntif::c 
L~borato~y a~c ~uthority is requestcc to diGpose of it in the cou­
tr.::-.ir.cted c~~. since the Laboratory's H~alth Groups H-1, H-3, H-5 
~nd H-6 i~cicate it is contacinated with acid. 

~1e structure description ~d depreciated cost is as folluJs: 

'i'A-21-70 - !~nhole, Industrial Waste 

Acid Su:;v, reinforced concrete, 3 1 x 3' x 4 1 deep, 
with a sheet iron cover. 

Acq. 7-46 

Acquisition Cost 
Reserve 

Cost 

$200.00 
135.00 

$ 65.00 

thru 9-30-66 

s. E. Russo 
-:- l\ac~rds &nd Land:S~eJll 

SGE/C.<1 

?r.e z~;. C~y 
ii. ~. ~O)-: ~ 

'Ea. \i'. t.'as: 
~- t. s~~~~~. ~- ~. 
SP·l 
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e •••• ----- 'A- 0 

PROJECT 

SU!JECT: DDilLITICII Of' S'l':R1X:"''tl V.-21.-7, 8, 22, 51 • 70. 
--~--~--~--~----~ 

132/182 

133/183 

Furn1.ah labor, equipaent and •t.erial. to pertona tbe 
tol.l.oving listed 1tema or YOrk. 

................... - _.,. 
1. Demol.ieh lll.d9· '1'A-2l-7' 8, 22 and 51 cc:apl.ete. 
Coocrete toot!.Dga and p1en shall be hauled to the 
area IJOUth ar Eldg. 210. All other bu1ld1ng equlp­
llelrt. and ll5terial ahe.ll be beuled to ~ ~, P1 t ~. 
~ tJ:"'lC.b ce.rriing the above IDelltialed. ~ ..u, 
be covered b1 tarp8 • 

..- 2. IP-70 - thb et.ructure aball be reraowed 1n the· 
tol.lov1.ng l'oiiBilner: Excavate arouo4 the rtruct'Q%'8 
exercid.ng extreme cere to avoid eracJdns t.be aidee. 
~ aoder the eupervisioa or B-3 tbe ~ CO'fW 
abal.l. be removed and eo1l. phced 1D the acid. tm 
cover ah.all then be 1.nst8lle4 an4 the entire ..tnacttoae 
plaeed in a truck IUld taken to 'fA-~, .Acid P1 t. 

L/' 3~ JbDove ~rinllere· "Chr1atmea Trees" trara m.ap. f'end 
8, end £1 n to Z1a tor c11epoe1 t1oa. 

~. BemoTe all MIC~ ut.Uit: linea (n.-1 coo!leD8ete1 
wter, aever end e.lectr1ce.l) beck to p%"beey dbtr1but1oa. 
tbdergrouod vster end eever eerv1ce l1nee aball be cut ott 
and capped at the ~~aina prior to the "-nol1ti.al ~ tbe bl.dga. 
Copper ccnduc:tor ebel.l be taken to LASI. Sal "f8CII, SM-:JJ. 

-.:...----· ·-----4 n-a-66. 

-~-_. __ _, ----Jr"':w~on~Otd;::~aet:':'~ 
~ber 

~ 
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• : UXrTm STATES 00\'tAA"MEMT 

•, 

TO 

FRO).l 

SUBJECT: 

Memorandum 
.. ,. . 

DAn: : .. J• ~. . .. -... 
.... ., ... .;.;.J Los Alamos Sc~~tific.Lilbor.~tory · 

. y ;){.'1_(/t~ "/ ~-~;:c: 
t-Tillit:c F. Jcfnik'e.r:f:hief, Procurement 
nnd Property Sec~on, Los Alamos Area Office 

DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTY - ~10LE (ACID), DP~70, TA-21 

LS:DSH 

Attention: s. E. Russo, ENG-3 

TI1is responds to your memorandum dated October 24, 1966, 
regarding subject structure, having a net boolc value of 
$65.00. . . 

Based on a report of the Area Nanager, LAAO, .:~nd review by . 
the staff of the Engineering and Construction Division, ALO, 
the Nt:nhole, Industrial H'aste, TA-21-70, is no longer needed 
and, according to the LASL Health Division is contacinated 
't·Tith acid. 

The finding is that the mt:nhole is uns.:~fe for release to 
the public and should be removed intact and disposed of in 
the contaminated burial pit. 

and the 
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TO 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

1 \lilliam F. Jenike, Chief, Procurement 
and Property Secticm, LMO 

FROM 1 Engineedng Department, LASI. 

suBJECTs DISPOSmON OF REAL PROPERTY, MANHOLE (AClD), DP•70, TA•21 

SYMBOL. I DI"G-3 

.. 

Reference is made to your memorandum dated November 28, 1966, aubject as 

above, Be advised that Acid Manhole, DP-70, TA-21, was removed from the 

aite and disposed of in the contaminated pit, Area "C", TA-54, January 4, 

1967. 

SGB/dm 

cc: C. R. ~chel, The Zia Co. 
Mail & Recorda (2) 
~. L. Dabney, A0-5 ~ 
c. A. Reyuolda, E00-4 
TA•Zl•70 

s. E, Rusao 
Recorda and Land Surveys 
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TECRSICIJ.. AAF.A STRUCTIJRE NtmD ASSlCNMEHTS 
(Asaisncd by ENC-3) 

January 11, 1967 
STRUCTURE R..t::·~VAI. A- 9 

DATE ASSIGNED Jz;,ouon 11. lfl67 

STRUCTURE h'UMBER T!\-21-70 

DES ICNATION D -70 

DESCRIPTI<1.~ Manhole (Acid) 

LAB JOB NUMBER None 

w.o. OR LASL J.C•. 5-402-029 

REQUESTED BY GROUP: CHB-7 

REMARKS: ~r.oved ~nd disnpsed pf in cpntaminatcd pit. Jrea G, TA-54 

Jsnunry 4. 1967. See !i'emo fro::- y,•. F. Jcp1l·e I.,v.o, dctrd 

Nc,•ember 28, 1966 end w"'rn BJ!f:St? to Jenfk,. i!ated Iannar,.. 11, 1967, 

:;· 

DISI'RDD'I'I~: 

E. A. El1eDhart, LAA 
c. ll. Michel., tbe%1a Co. 
AOr-.5 The Zle Co. 
SP•2 tr.z•DO 
ENC·l aas-7 
J:.'ICG-4 Filo: TJ.·21-70. 
~-5 
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