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Los Alamos roms: Gary McMath CST-7, MS M992

NATIONAL LABORATORY Fromms:  William C. Francis, CST-18,MSM992%£[

memoran d um Phone/FAX:  667-6080/667-5801
Chemical Science and Technology Symbol: EM/ER-RAFA: 99-030

Responsible Chemistry for America Date: May 3, 1999

Environmental Restoration Project/CST-7
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545

SUBJECT: ACID PIT, TA-21-70, SOUTH OF TA-21-31 AND EAST OF TA-21-30,
SWMU 21-005

The subject acid pit existed essentially as described in the TA-21 Operable Unit RFI Work Plan,
Chapter 17, page 17. It was built in July 1946 by the R. E. McKee Construction Company. It
was of reinforced concrete construction and its dimensions were 3 ft x 3 ft x 4ft deep and it had
a sheet iron cover. The RFI Work Plan states that the pit contained nitric acid and was used to
destroy classified documents.

In an effort to verify the use of the pit I contacted the following people:

1. Robert E. Everhart, Retired Chief of the Protective Force. Mr. Everhart came to Los
Alamos in 1948. '

2. Charles A. Mills. Mr. Mills came to Los Alamos in 1947. He was one of the early members
of the Protective Force and assigned to the Document Disposal Detail.

3. John Stein. Mr. Stein was an early member of the Protective Force and in charge of the
Document Disposal Detail. He later retired from the Department of Energy.

4. Gerald E. Lindstrom. Mr. Lindstrom was an early member of the Protective Force and
succeeded Mr. Stein to be in charge of the Document Disposal Detail. He retired as an
Assistant Division Chief for the Zia Company.

5. Theodore Ehrendranz. Mr. Ehrendranz came to Los Alamos in 1946 and retired from the
Los Alamos National Laboratory’s group H-3.

6. Mr. L. A. Emelity. Mr. Emelity is retired from the Los Alamos National Laboratory’s H-
Division, Group H-7. _

7. Ray Garde. Mr. Garde is retired from the Los Alamos National Laboratory’s H-Division,
Group H-7. ' '

None of the above people had any knowledge of the acid pit, TA-21-70.

In 1967 the Zia Company removed structure TA-21-70 to TA-54. See attachments A-1 through
A-9 for the method of disposal.

I was able to find a 1955 Structure Location Plan that showed TA-21-70. See my drawing,
attachment B, for its location in relation to existing buildings TA-21-30 and TA-21-31. Also,
please note the U.S. Corps of Engineers coordinate system location. .
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FROM

Dean D. Meyer, Croup Lesder, E-l

| BUBJECT:.

SYMBOL 1

) 196;.

MOS8 SCIENTVC LABCAATORY
WRIVERAITY OF CALPOAMNA
LOB ALAMOEL, REW NEACO 87844

'lw A‘B

DATE: Yay 12, 1966

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Uiniu ?o R@CN, B.l, nP West

of* 2 ‘.

RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION SURVEY: STRUCTURES D?-'I,/D?-?e, DP-51, DP-70, DP-T1
AXD DP-T3, TA-21
E-1-DP

The subject structures have been monitored for radiocactive contamination
as requested. Structures DP-7, DP-8, and DP-22 vere found contamirated with
plutonium, Alpha counts on the floors, work benches, bench drawers, and other
loose items range from 500 ¢/m to 20,000 ¢/m. Taese three structures have
all been used for storage of contaninated laboratory equipment.

Structure DP-T70 contains an acid solution ‘and camnot be monitored properly
oy Conva.
with pomble alpha counters. St\ructures D?=T71,and DP-73 were abandoned in
, R — .
I vould recozmend that ‘structures Dp-7, Dr-8, DP-22, and D?-Sio'be dexoldsned
and all the material disposcd of :Ln the Area G. contazinated waste pit under

E-l supervision, °

.

Willian F. Romero, E-1
Section Leader, D2 West -

& //)/AG

R

WM C MV v
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i . ‘ | LAMOS SCITNTINC LADOARATOAY
WY ENIITY OF CALIFOAPIA

LA

LOS ALAMOS, MEW NERICO 07844

. ' TELEPIONE,
OFFICE MEMORANDUM A-<

TO s Wilidan F. Jenike, : DATE: August 15, 1966
Procurezent and Property Segtioq, LAAD

VI

e G STEL SR R E L C i

FROM xbx':'”ineering Department, LASL.'
SUBJECT: RETURN OF LABORATORY STRUCTURES: BUILDINGS DP-7, DP-8, AND DP-22, TA-21

EYMBOL 1 ENG-3

BB e ape

i g AT g g ST

\

Reference is made to your memorsndum dated July 7, 1965 in which you in-
structed The Zla Company to return Bullding DP-7 to the accounting records
of LASL, and your memorandum dated May 10, 1965 in which you authorized
Buildings DP-8 and DP-22 to be removed from accountability records follow-

ing destruction.

Tnis memorandum will Inform you that the three subject buildings have been
vacated end are. of no further use to los Alamos Scientific Laboratory; the
LASL Health Division has reported that all three structures are contapinated
with plutonium, and that clean-up procedures are not feasible. Therefore,
ve request your concurrence that the three buildings be removed to the con-
tazinated burial pit for disposal, and that LASL Accounting Deparizent be
authorized t0 remove all costs related to the structures from their records.

< — Y
J e ./Zwau\

S. E. Russo .
. Records and Land Surveys

rr T g

JAS/nc

cc: 2. E. Wingfield, LAAO :
Tne Zia-Company ‘ . : ,
H. Re Hoyt . = .
B. W. West - N ) )
R. D. Baker ;
?. L. Shipman, M.D. . ) ] -
SP-2 - : _ ‘B
ENG-DO
ok T » .
¥ail and Records (2)
Flles =t—Y

WIS MY v

et o



ALAMOSG SCIENTIFIC LADCRATCRY
WNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
LOS ALAMOA NIW MLIAICO 87344
7‘\.&"’0&‘1

. ZVORANDUM A=5

Y. T. Jeailse, Procurdimant and Proparty DATE: Cctober 24, 1966
Sceilon, LA .

TASE ST STRUCTURT: MANHSLET (..lID), DRP-70, TA-21

pontel X}

The sudiest tlznhole is of mo further use to Los Alamos Scientific

Laboratory aad zuthority is requested to dispose of it in the con-
tamincted dunp, since the Laboratory's Heaith Groups H-1l, H-3, H-5
and H-06 incicate it 1s contaminated with acid,

The 'structure description and denrecigted cost is as follows:

TA-21-70 - Manhole, Industrial Waste

Acid Surp, reinforced concrete, 3' x 3' x 4!
with a sheet iron cover.

ACQA 7"46

Acguisition Cost $200,00
Reserve 135.00 thru 9-30-66

Net Book Cost $ 65.00

SG3

Dizzzidbution:

ihe Zic Co:%‘...

-
ﬂo e




~-— —Los Alamos Scieqtifie Laboratory

Wor

‘ L 4
 Por security ciaronce, coordinction § chomge on this order the Eng-4 engineer munt be contn:ted.
Dute 11-2-66 J. 0. NO. 00000
A 1 LOCATION. & :
CTURE ™™ LAB JOB NO.  3560-0 WORK CRDER NO.
NEER &
. PHONENO. Jurvis, 08-5%66 ESTIMATE §  %,700.00 ACCOUNT NO. .
= H & S: None ENG-4.2 Other:
N.H. P.H, XX Attuched PROJECT NO.
Carpenten o182 SURJECT: DDIOLITION OF STRUCTURES TA-21-7, 8, 22, 51 & 70.
Floor Crew
Roofers 132/182 Furnish labor, equipment and material to perform the
3 bainters following listed iteas of work.
133/183 “ v -
\ . LM &R - 1. Deeaclish Rldgs. TA-21-7, 8, 22 and 51 cooplate.
-0 134/184 Coacrete footings and plers shall be hauled to the
T4 Ironworkers area south of Bldg. 210. All other equip-
}; Riggers _ 135/185 ment and meterial sball be hauled to TA-54, Pit b,
%‘é*?'. Tinners The trucks carrfing the above mentioned material shall
‘g 134/186 be covered by tarps.
H Filters
;; : : 137/187 — 2. DP-TO = thisstructure shall be remcved in the "
A Refrig. folloving mamner: Excevate around the structure
*?: {Crew 137/187 exercising extreme care to avold cracking the sides.
22 Insulators Then under the supervisica of B-3 the metal cover
o3 137/187 shall be removed and soil pleced in the acid. The
2 Sprinkler cover shall then be installed and the entire structure
£ Crew 137/187 placed 4in a truck and taken to TA-5h, Acid Pit.
v Electricians ) - -
? 138/188 3+ Remove sprinklers "Christmas Trees” from Eldgs. T and
} _ [ Janitorial 8, and give to Zia for dieposition.
$H8 131139
’% Supply & 4. Remove all secondary utility lines (steem, condensate,
% Tronsp. water, sever and electrical) beck to primary distribution.
X Electric Underground water and sewver service lines sghall de cut off
& Utility 181/191 and capped at the mains prior to the dexmclition of the bldgs.
& W.G. & S. Copper cooductor shall be taken to LASL Salvage, S%-30.
SN N 162/190 :
S . |Engineering
l\ 164
e o Telephone ~ B
b " |Company - cn
- — .
' ; ! Lo ' '
I o
. ; : I [ 4
o { ! ' ’ 11-2-66 .
t :
i ; i
—— i T 1§  Work Order
; Nember




> UNITED STATES COVERNMENT
Memorandum

~ Los Alnmos Scie?tific Laboratory

William F. Jen ;"hief Procurement _
and Property Secgion, Los Alamos Area Office

DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTY -~ MANIUOLE (ACID), DP-?O LA“Zl
LS :DSi{
Attention: S. E. Russo, ENG-3

This responds to your memorandum dated October 24, 1966,
regarding subject structure, having a net book value of
$65.00,

Based on a report of the Area Manager, LAAO, and review by -
the staff of the Engineering and Construction Division, ALO,
the Manhole, Industrial Waste, TA-21-70, is no longer needed
and, according to the LASL Health Division is contaminated
with acid. :

The finding is that the manhole is unsafe for release to
the public and should be removed intact and disposed of in
the contaminated burial pit.

Upon compietion of the disposition of this property in the
burial -pit, this office should be advised of same and the
property removed from the LASL property records,

™~ ™

WIMIRY MY KV

;géf lﬁylLSL&anplhnduﬂgzhﬁyaltbrPkpuﬂSiaqgrEﬁn




WrIVERASITY OF CALIVONINA

‘ .o MO RCINTIFIC LARORATORY
ALASOR, NEW MEAICO 87944

o TEALEPHONE: 1
OFFICE MEMORANDUM 7 ;4 .4t Bl

Willfam F, Jenike, Chief, Procurement DATE: January 11, 1967
and Property Section, LAAD - ?

Ty ™

FROM 1t Engineering Department, LASL

B s i

SUBJECT: DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTY, MANHOLE (ACID), DP=-70, TA-21 .

S§YMBOL ¢ ENG-3

b o T

X el
.

Reference is made to your memorandum dated November 28, 1966, subject as
above. Be advised that Acid Manhole, DP-70, TA-21, was removed from the

site and disposed‘ of in the contaminated pit, Area "G", TA-54, January &, '

1967,
i
: ‘ - ’ ! N
sl ®
..' 3. E. Russo .
.- . Records and Land Surveys
- SCB/dm

ce: C. R. Michel, The zia Co,
Mail & Records (2)

w. L. Dabne}'. AO'S /

0 C. A. Reynolds, ENG-4
: TA+2170

- o)

WIMIRY MY by :
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TECRNICAL AREA STRUCTURE NUMBER ASSIGNMENTS -
(Assigned by ENG-3)

Jenuary 11, 1967

STRUCTURE REIOVAL ) ‘ 9
DATE ASSIGNED : Jepvary 11, 1967
STRUCTURE KUMSER : _TA-21-70
DESIGNATION : ___pP-70
DESCRIPTION : Manhole (Acid)
LAB JOB NUMBER : None
' W,0., OR LASL J.0, : 5-402-029
REQUESTED BY GROUP: CMB-7
REMARKS: ___Reroved snd disposed of in contaminaled pit, frea G, TA-56

Jsnuary 4, 1967,  Sre memo from W. F, Jenfke, TLA20. drted

Ncvember 28, 1966 and mermo Russa to Jepnike dored 1amr¥ 11, 1967,

$GB/dm 5

DISTRIBUTION:
E. A. Eisenhart, LAA -
C. R. Michel, TheZia Co.
AO-3 . The 2f{a Co.
sP-2 . O2-D0
ENG-] Q@7
ENG-4 File: Ta-21-70

BG-3
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