
:l'tate oJNew Mexico 
.11~VIRONMENTDEPARTME1JT.T 

Hazardous Waste Bureau 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 

BILL RICHARDSON 
GOVERNOR 

Telephone (505) 428-2500 
Fax (505) 428-2567 

www.nmenv.state.nm.us 
RON CURRY 

SECRETARY 

DERRITH WATCHItfAN-AfOORE 
DEPUTY SECRETAR Y 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

March 21, 2005 

David Gregory, Federal Project Director G. Pete Nanos, Director 
Los Alamos Site Office Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Department ofEnergy P.O. Box 1663, Mail Stop AlOO 
528 35th Street, Mail Stop A316 Los Alamos, NM 87545 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 

RE: 	 APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS 
INVESTIGATION WORK PLAN FOR MATERIAL DISPOSAL AREA U, SOLID 
WASTE MANAGEMENT UNIT 21-017(a)-99, AT TECHNICAL AREA 21, 
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY, EPA ID #NM0890010515 
HWB-LANL-04-015 

Dear Messrs. Gregory and Nanos: 

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is in receipt of the Response to the Notice 
of Disapproval (NOD) for the Investigation Work Plan for Solid Waste Management Unit 21
017(a)-99. Material Disposal Area U, at Technical Area 21. The Response is referenced by LA
UR-05-1 5 101ER2005-01 1 1 and dated March 4, 2005. NMED has reviewed the aforementioned 
document submitted by the U.S. Department of Energy and the Regents of the University of 
California (collectively, the Permittees), and hereby approves the work plan and the response to 
the NOD with the modification described in this letter. If the Permittees fail to implement the 
modification, this approval will be automatically rescinded. 
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Messrs. Gregory and Nan<)5 
March 21, 2005 
Page 2 

(Note: Comment number refers to the original NOD dated January 28, 2005) 

Specific Comments 

4. Item 3: 

Three perimeter boreholes (BH-l, BH-2, and BH-3) proposed by the Permittees will not 
adequately address the remaining data issues at MDA U, particularly definition of the 
lateral extent of contamination for two 80' x 20' x 6' absorption beds with or without 
using the 'step-out' approach. Therefore, the Permittees must complete the five additional 
boreholes proposed by NMED in the original NOD dated January 28,2005. Please note 
the change in location of the borehole directly to the north of MDA U (See attached map). 

As a reminder, Section IV.C.2.fjii of the Consent Order dated March 1, 2005 (Order) 
requires twelve (12) borings be drilled at MDA U. Based on data provided by the 
Permittees, NMED is requiring only nine. 

Should you have any questions, please contact Kathryn Chamberlain at (505) 428-2546. 

Sincerely, . 

2.~2:--
Chief 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 

JPB:kc 

cc: D. Goering, NMED HWB 
M. Leavitt, NMED SWQB 
D. Pepe, NMED DOE OB 
S. Yanicak, NMED DOE OB, MS J993 
L. King, EPA 6PD-N 
J. Ordaz, DOE LASO, MS A316 
K. Hargis, LANL RRESIDO, MS M591 
N. Quintana, LANL RRES-RS, MS M992 
D. McInroy, L~ RRES-RS, MS M992 

file: Reading and\ANL TA-21, '05 




--

--

I 
i 

" 

.. 


......cc.'> :::.~ :.:::.:.::....:...c:.:.~~·:·.::··· ..: .:: ....... :. ···...00· :c::.:;" ...~.. ,. - ...... ..................D P Cl\NyON . . .. . ........ ... . . 
... .. /.. ..... ...... ..:co.;;:····· ....... . ..... ::: ::.:... . 

'. 

•••••• ••••• : ::;:: • .:;....... : •••:.:.:C .•:C.::•..::,0;0":::' : ...:::...::::: :::::: :::;;;:;;: :::::::: >::.:::::::::...:.;:~:.;~::;:::;:.~ ...:.~ 

...." 

" ....... "' ...... 
" .... 

·t~·" .' .. ..,.- -- _... -_ .. - .. 
"1: . 

t'; 
• ~ - .. - ... '>

" '21·1_
I; 

; 21·'_ 
r- ..-...·.······-·············~ BH-4 r···········:····;··7 .. ····· .. 2f.10s'..3. .".' t .'I ' , ...: 8(4-(,' 
I : j.a...... ' r " .814-...,.:....•.............. ~--ia"-'
I I 

.: .: ....... I • • ' .. ' 


21-10131 : • 21-108010 ,: 21.'0842~' 
............ 21 ..,013 ............... __ ......... , ........... -' t_ 21~1084~ .........................................1 '\,
S Q..~... 

'-!.. 

:..;.~. iHt __ -
'-e\ .'&M~"

BH-f.. 

~ 

i 
~ 

1634100 1634200 

{[JJJ... - ... 1.. - - -~8""'1 
I •'. , 

I . , 

Figure 4.2-1. Proposed borehole locations at MDA U ~ ... N"~O f)(·OfO\,.e.d bol~lL (SH-5 - 5\-\-') 
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