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Jamwes F. Tribby

Fluid w:islc disposa) nt D.P. West

The status of fluid waste and efMuent disposal al D.P. Wesi area is an follows, There are three
saurces of plutonjum coninminated fluld waste. The H. |. Group has conducted radioassay determinntions

for Pu content on sstuples collected from cach sousce.

(1) Wagh waier from Qoory. This waste water is collceted by the floor drains which connect
with the D.P. shamisal sewer and gravel seepoge pit Rodloassay results of test samples 1aken from this

source show an average of 104 d/nvPwLiter of Nuld or approximately 0.07 microgrums Pu per ther. The
volume of solution Is estimated at approximately 40U liters per day. This is cquivalent 1o about 28
mictograms of Pu per day and is eventually dellvercd lo Los Alamaos Canyon, north side of D.P. Wesi,
#fer pasaing through the grave! pli. Twelve rudicassay tesis have been run on sanples taken from this

source of contaminated effhuent,

(2) Water aspiration - Waler used to remove excess HF from hydrofluorination process, Room

413, This source of contaminated efMluent has been assayed as contnining 26,000 WnvPwliter of tuid or
approximately 0.1 micrograms Pu per liter. The volume of waste Nuid {s estimated to run as high as
4,000 |Hers per day indicaling a daily lost of 0,72 milligrums plwtontum, This wasie waicr is emptied into
% grave| scepage pit ai the south side of D.P. West and eventually the water Is defivered into Los Alamos
Canvon. The efMclency of the giavel seepage pit Is not known but the degree of contamination existing at
any point of Los Alamos Canyon is not indicative that this amount of Pu {s cruptying into il

(1) Bomb dectrolytc decontamination solution. Approximately 45 liters of clecirolvtic sohition
(ethylene glycol and HIPO3) are emptied each day inio 4 drain from the bomb cleaning room 322 and
into » gtavel secpage pit 13 feet outside the door. Several assays were done on samples frou this source

which showed an average of 6x106 d/nvPu per liter of fuid. This is about 43 inicrograms Pu per lter or
about 1.9 mg. per day. The cliciency of the gravel seepage pil is not known. Mr. Pittinan has assured us

that recovery of this solution is oot practical,

(n general the above indicates that the contamination problem due to Muid wastes from the D.P.
gren is sertous. Effort's should be made 10 connect the above effluent sources 10 a dependible and efficient
fuld disposal sysiem as soon an possible in order to prevent eventual gross contamination of the arca
betweon the project and the Rio Grande River.”

James F. Tribby

o Ken Clark
Dean Meyer
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THE ABOVE TEXT IS QUOTED FROM
THE PREVIOUS FRAME AND IS
TRANSCRIBED TO THE BEST OF
OUR ABILITY AND REFLECTS QNLY
THAT TEXT THAT IS LEGIBLE..
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