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Budget Dictates T A-21 Cleanup 

By John Arnold 

Journal Staff Writer 

Los Alamos National Laboratory's new manager wants to accelerate environmental cleanup at one of the lab's 

most contaminated areas, where Los Alamos County officials hope to one day see commercial development. 

The cleanup and closure project at Technical Area 21- home to a former plutonium research facility- is 

scheduled to be completed by 2011 at a cost of around $200 million, LANL oHicials told members of the 

Northern New Mexico Citizens Advisory Board on Wednesday. 

LANL's new contractor- Los Alamos National Security- hopes to get it done earlier at a lower cost by 

identifying more eHicient ways to do the work, according to Allan Chaloupka, the project's program director. 

"That's the acceleration we're talking about," Chaloupka said following his presentation to two advisory board 

committees. "It's very much dependent on a stable funding stream." 

That stream is in question. 

The Department of Energy's budget proposal for next year recommends slashing environmental cleanup at the 

lab by $50 million. A Senate committee has recommended a two-thirds increase over the administration's 

proposal, but until lawmakers hammer out a final budget, "next year is a really big unknown," said Bill Criswell, 

another LANL official involved in the Technical Area 21 cleanup project. 

Eff()rts to clean up and close Technical Area 21 have dragged on for more than a decade, in large part due to 

funding issues, according to Criswell. The lab began investigating contamination at the site's old waste dumps 

and began tearing down parts of buildings in the mid-1990s, but funding was cut in the latter part of the decade, 

he said. 

"This is a great story of discontinuous funding," Criswell told board members. 

The lab began focusing on the area again in 2003, and the effort has since been driven by a cleanup agreement, 

known as a consent order, with the state of New Mexico. 

Plutonium work at the site dates back to the earliest days of the lab and was the heart of LANL weapons work 

with radioactive metals during the early nuclear arms race of the 1950s and 1960s. 

Although the site's plutonium operation was moved from its location near the Los Alamos town site to a more 

remote location in the 1970s, lab workers kept offices at T A-21 until recently. 

LANL officials plan to decontaminate and then demolish buildings on the site, and they're working to remcdiate 

old landfills known as material disposal areas, or MDAs. 

There are five such dumps at Technical Area 21 that contain radioactive, chemical, industrial and other waste, 

some of which dates back to the Manhattan Project. 

Criswell said two of the dumps have been nearly removed, and a third also will be removed. The lab is planning 

to stabilize another in place and is investigating how to remediate the remaining dump. 

Los Alamos County ot1icials are keeping a close eye on the cleanup progress, as well as future funding. They 

plan to eventually put parts of the 2S0-acre area into the hands of private developers, once the federal 

government closes the site and transfers ownership of the land to the county. 
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