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Dear Mr. Bearzi: 

In accordance with Section III.H of the Consent Order, Los Alamos National 

Laboratory is notifying the New Mexico Environment Department that a force majeure 

event beyond the reasonable control of the Laboratory has occurred which may delay the 

submittal of the "Investigation Report for Solid Waste Management Unit 21-014, Material 

Disposal Area A, at Technical Area 21." This is a follow-up to our 72-hour oral notification 

to Ms. Katie Chamberlain on September 15, 2006. 

The cause of the delay is unusually severe and adverse weather beginning when 

our field drilling operations started on August 8th of this year and continuing to the present. 

Lightning and rain created safety risks causing repeated shutdowns of field operations. 

Lightning risks are readily understood; we cannot put drilling crews at risk by operating tall, 

metal drilling rigs that readily conduct electricity during lightning storms. Rain is a risk 

because the contaminants of concern include alpha emitting isotopes which are masked 

by moisture. Drilling, therefore, must be limited to those periods when alpha contamination 

can be detected by the drilling team to prevent exposure to the team members of alpha 

emitting isotopes. 

We expect to be finished with drilling operations by September 19, 2006. Presently, 

we have accumulated a total of 6 days delay. 
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The following actions have been implemented and are ongoing to prevent and/or 

minimize delays: 

1) Drilling crew placed on standby during each inclement weather event and 

ready to re-commence work once the weather cleared. 

2) Drilling operations are started early in the morning since most of the 

inclement weather occurs during the afternoon hours. 

3) We plan for drilling every day, including weekends, in order to complete 

the remaining work. 

Due to the above actions to minimize delays, we anticipate submitting the 

Investigation Report according to the current Consent Order deadline of November 9, 

2006. Upon completion of field activities, we will evaluate the net impact of weather

related delays and may request a time extension for good cause, pursuant to Section 

III.J.2 of the Consent Order. 

If you have any questions, please call Bruce Wedgeworth at (505) 231-0108 

(brucew@lanl.gov) or Woody Woodworth at (505) 665-5820 (Iwoodworth@doeal.gov). 

Sincerely, Sincerely, 

Uri ;P_1J;d~V{

Andrew~~ps, Associate Director David Gregory, Federal Project Director 
Environme tal Programs Department of Energy 
Los Alamos National Laboratory Los Alamos Site Office 
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Cy: 
B. Wedgeworth, EP-TA21, MS C349 
A. Phelps, ADEP, MS J591 
C. Mangeng, ADDEP, MS J591 
A. Chaloupka, EP-TA21, MS C349 
C. Criswell, EP-TA21, MS C349 
P. Reneau, EP-ERSS, MS M992 
A. Dorries, EP-ERSS, MS M992 
B. Rich, ADTS, MS A104 
D. Woitte, LC-LESH, MS A187 
D. Gregory, DOE LASO, MS A316 
L. Woodworth, DOE LASO, MS A316 
L. Cummings, DOE LASO, MS 316 
D. Pepe, NMED-OB 
D. Goering, NMED-HWB 
K. Chamberlain, NMED-HWB 
L. King, EPA Region 6 
EP-TA21 File, MS C349 
RPF, MS M707 
IRM-RMMSO, MS A 150 
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