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LlB-1-3-156 

12 December 1951 

Despite precautions taken to catch lOS DIDl projectiles cs.rry.1.Dg hot 
Squab assemblies, ·.it appeara l1kel7 that s0118 Po leakage will always be 
present.· It is eipected that with continued firing, the general level 
or contamiDa ti on wUl oCiltintl8 to increase, . as well as spread to greater 

/I 

distances !'roa tbe tiring point.,. 'fheref'are, 7'0llr concurrence with certaill 
a&!'et7 procedures 18 req\1811ted .<. . · , .. · -' , ' · · ·· -· ..... · ,., 

1. ·In the future, compcments tor Squab shots ot a more ar le88 · 
VI,, progr&lllal~tic character will be stored untll a number ot shots (ot the order 
-J ot five) are read7 tar !mmediate tiring. It is expected that t.hia pro- · ' 
, , ?cedure .Ul reduce the time required to handle ordD&llce and counting · ... : ·· 
~:~equipment at the firing point and therefore reduce personnel exposure.·· 

I!"::: ' ... ').;; 2 • .lll personnel.worki:ng in the contaminated area will wear protective 
• ~clothing, i.e., gloves, bats, coveralls, bootees and respirators. 
: :;! 

:.. c': 0 ~ .3. A wooden structure, at cme time part or the trailer setup iJl 
~ · L "'-~• -:.:::Area. 6, · is being t'itted out and weatherproofed by Button personnel to 
,, ;:1 ·0 . ]. -~serve aa a change rocm and contaminated storage ro011. It is loea.ted b7 
:: ~· .'2 ~! ·$ the access road to the firing point and will provide storage tor protective 
~ \:3. :; ~, :::clothing, oCI'ltaminated toola, and equipment. It is expected that thia 
~ ") ,; {~~-~structure will eventuall7 become contaminated but that it will prevent 
5 •• ~ ·0\,_ ii ~ contam1naticm o.f the cCiltrol room and other semi-permanent buildings in 
i ~· ~" "~;f ... Area 6. 
,, ··.; ·:·~ - i 0 . .. . 

! ~ ~~ . ~ ~ 4. At pres~nt, contaminated catchers are -.rapped in plastic bags and 
....:; ~ J ~carried to HP area (/2 immediately after firing far burial.. Transporation 

. ~ .: ,,~I @is provided b7 the C-2 wreolcer al'ld it is intended that this procedure be .
~ .! ~ , ·1'-'< continued,· at the same time recognizing the poas1billt7 ot contaminatic:m 

!'('\! ::. :~.. o£ the running gear or the wrecker and tba possibll1t7 at spreading some 
.l..., ... .II 1 . ' oanusm].na t an via the road8. · · . . ' : · · · , · '· · · · · 

S. H-1 monitoring personnel are present during .firing and during the 
periods when labor crews are in the area far cleaning, reconstruction or 
berms, eto. W-3 personnel will work in the area at other times without 
monitoring. B7 copy of this memo, H-1 c0111D1Snts are invited on the following 
statel.'lenta as understood by W-3 personnel. · 

S.l Protective clothing such as can be decontaminated by laundering. 
should be warn when handling objects with a surface alpha count due to 
Po contamination of greater than 500 cpm. 

• <' ·, 

.n.E::S+R '1 ~ .. rf·n .... n.ATA -n:_ A.L-i- .. . 1.1. ·. -U:.~-~ .. rr, -
'rb;; 4oc"~""~ai'Jtll ~urli.tc.:l .~ta 

_;u..defil.e~ '!l'!"'tiTP·-Atrnnie· Eneri-.1 A.cfof 
.r·-~c .. l.ts, transmittal .or tl:le disclosure of 

, .. • ~:mte-:ts m· an~· manner ·to an .unau
li.rri::J>d persnn is prohibited. 
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5.2 · Objecrta with •urtaoe count up to a8'f'8ral thousand apa. ean be 
handled withaat reapiratcr• 1£ the;r h.atft been washed to reJIOfe arq' ~-
duat C&" dirt. . 

:-. ,. .. ...... - "'! ' : 

SJ In areas ot groun4 omtamiMtica greater than seTe!'al ~0U8&114. -
cpa. wbere .there is a poaaibllit7 ot stirrinc ~dust, reepiratore ebw14 
be W'01"Zl. 

; i. •• :. ;,, i! • . ·., ... .-' - :, ~--·' .: . ~ .... 

· ·In addition, H-1 is requested to mark out the area 1D the ·illmedate 
vic1nit7 ot the pn witb.iD which respire.tc.rs are necesear7 • It ia 'QDdc-
atood that such rules are 11ecessaril7 approximate but can aerre aa guides 
tar W-3 peraozmel while setting 'UP shots and working in the area. Estab
lishment ot a regular schedule Ear pers011Jlel checks, i.e. urine anal7Bi81 
blood counts, eta. woW.d be- helpf'ulit H-1 deems it necessaey. · 

6. Arter each series or shots, some errort wlll be made to cle&l'l 
up local spots ot a. hirh degree ot contaminatitm. lfo ertort will be mde 
to clean the entire area. Tools, ordnance ms. teriel and electrcmic equipment 
will be cle&Jled periodicall.T to remove aurfaee contamnaticm in the term ot 
dust ar dirt. No et'tart will be made to remove surface cont.am1.nat1on which 
cannot. be washed ott with detergent and • ter. 

· . 7. Button personnel will keep a time sheet on Lopez, the part-time 
laborer, showing the time actuall7 spent working in ~~ c~nated area. 
This will tacUitate determination or the amount ot(bazard. . pa,. to which 
he is entitled. '--...__..,...... · 

( . 

a. In the past some ot the gas cO\mter tanks in uae were conta.mi.mted. 
With good 1'ortune this 'I'DS:T now be prevented by- a dust-proot enclosure sur
roundillg the counter geanetey. The contaminated tanks are pumped and ref'Uled 
at building 3 when necessary, however, it is hoped that these tanks can be 
used 1n the underground chamber 1n the event ot another pit shot. This would 
eliminate ccm.siderable hs.ndling and moving ot contaminated equipment. 

In addition to the procedures outlined abOYe, it is recommended t.~t a 
suitab17 UZ'ked f'ence be Cctl8tructed around the ocmtaminated area. Thia area 
a.t ~ent includes the fill extending dOJ.U into tho canyao as well as some 
voodlan:l east and southeast ot the firing point. Signs have alread;y been 
plaoed around the area but a .fence would be mare adequate. · 

• . . . . j}k. ~~-~ t_ \A fv').-
~ECI gm iJ J • E • Doughert;y '\ 

• 

• 




