A Ad

TH 3>

ptstemmarten  OFFICEAL BSE 70

<

carlmckhnd, m:cmmmwxngs.cum,l-x

RE m wby autiorlty of the g gAtomxc %ergy Commzssmn,

F-l-200 e Ysaph L Witle 1506

fﬁgrson duthonzmg change in classification) (B&e}

\QO«J’E Casen 19/

At 11353 AN on April 13, 1960, Ju:k il&iﬂ'&“&f‘&ﬂfsmgiﬂ‘wnww&@
ported thet a posaible 1.5 grems of pmmmaf' and 1.75 grems of beryllius -
under pressure, had escsped fron a conteiner. He reporbadthnttha persons
involved and the monitoring instruments, protective elmhing supply e.nd
shover facilities were all contaminsted bsyond usefulness. |

Bruce Rieba, Herry Craig snd Joe Romero of H-l were dispatched from
TA-3 with clean protective clothing, instruments, respirstors, ete., snd
vet tovels to wipe the excess contaminetion from faces snd hends., Upom
arrivel at TA-33, the three persons involwved (Richard, Dormsn and Bell) re-
moved their cuter contzminated protective clothing aad left on their
personal clothing. They then donned eoverells, booties snd rubber glaves
in onder to drive & vehicle to OMR Bldg. for decontsmination,

Robert Ellictt of H-l met the three men 1n QR Bldg. vhere they
showered, KNose swipes were taken with the following resultst

Dcm ’ 2/62 e/m
Ball ho/152 ¢/m
Richard ' 4096/350 cf/m

Thelr vehicle wss not contauminsted enrcute, Their personal clothing vas
confiscated and pleced in plaatit: bags. The initial counts on the clothing

wera as follows:

Jack Richard -
shirt Sooc/n " sotks - 1500 ¢/
t-shirt - 1200 ¢/n  pents - 2500 ¢/
belt - 400 c¢/u watch - 1200 e/u

shorts - 700 ¢/m shoes - z,-aéoo e/i, R-3000 ¢/n
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Beladi=200 GFFZ&.E{L s R wmihatily of thg) U. usj :;}uj:: Energy Commission,
Serald Bell - . . : ® Quthormmg ch mge in iiga* oL:i) @ate)
suirt - 250 ofs A (e i3/14-
t-skirt - 1500 c/n m@&? c!werse- wmaking the change, and date)
belt « 800e/m . - watch-900c¢/m :
shorts - 2000 o/m ahaea-x-asooc/a, B-1300 c/-
_ socks - 200 o/n :
- shirg - 700.e¢/m .. ... pemts - 000 @/m... - oioETn
‘belt - 230 ¢/m . .. shorts - B0Ce/m - o
socka ~ 500 ¢/m shoes - 1~1500 ¢/m, R-2500 o/m

Each of the three perscas succeasfully showered themselves to & point vhere
no contamination could be detected on their person.

Earl J. Cox of Hel decontamination wves alsrted at lazmmtodimt
& crev towards TA-33, A preliminary survey disclosed an extrexely even
distribution of contamination throughout the entire butlding end primarily
on horizontal surfsces. Bullding 21 lies in s northwezt-southeast directicn.
Toae northvest room had between 2000 and 5000 ¢f/we. The count gradwally
incresses until the southoest room 18 reached vhere it exceeds 100,000 ¢/m
alpha.® Soms of the powder could still de scen on the floor, Decontarinaticn
of the bullding and contents could talke up to 3 weeks, The roof end the
ground 16 the west of the bullding 3 suspected of being contaminated, but
bas not yet been surveyed., A tent will bave to be put up for clothing
changes, Water for initial decontaminetion will heve to be carted in dus
%0 the lack of non-contaninated utilities within easy reach,

Ray Eeider vas notified st 1:15 i of the inecident who, in turn,
Teported the meeger informstion svailable at the time to the AEC, Publie
Releticms IASL, Director's Office (Mox Roy, Acting Director) ead Dr.

Shipman, H-5 wes also notified becsuse of the beryllium. Dwight Clayton

wE3 alerted because of personzl clothing Leing involveds Dr. Whipple was
8180 brought up to dete. Security vas slerted to the fact at 4:45 Bl end ., -
again at 11:20 P via Station 100 Lt. W. Ds Burke abxwut not patroling - ’

Wﬂg 21,
In{tial evidence indicates that a weld or Joint Ry have falled,
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tbanhuingthcpwder Wmmmiﬂi«u
that perheps culy 10% or 150 mg of plutonius may have been rolessed. The
thres persons involved initislly wore aaps, coveralls, gloves, half mask
respirators, booties; however, the coutaminetion stingotthrw@tblds'
of the coverells, ete. An air sscpler was runaing st the time but the peper
ummummmmuwuaxmnunrmmeumm |
count due to airborne sctivity and plaian fallout.
urmm-mmumswm.mm(a-u-&)wm SR
initinl results will be available by nooca on Aprll 14, Apalysis for -
beryllium hes 2lso besn requested. S -
mmm,mammmmm“nmmmmm
wvest Yoo vhen the incidsat cctwrred. They were ssked to leave imuedintely.
mm:m»mmamc/mmmsmﬁmmwmm
300 ¢/m to the haliway ef Building 114 at TA.33.
There sre many rough surfaces end eracks in the eoncrete of Building
21 and 1% mey require cover-up with paint es the fine] decontaminetion
messure. {Thus &simtmmm&umwnmg conteminstion on a

permanent besis.)
* The above referenced read.ings were taken wvith an Eberline Pak 1A

instrument with 55 square centimeter probe.
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