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:::'::'-.- 2 5 TS L-~~2~SuR?J\C::.: I~1POUNDl1E:s-T: ::)Ei:H.AL OF CLEAN CLCSURE 
~~:;::::· :\L:.:::.;c~l)E::·~O~IS'l.':'~...:'\TION AND D:!:SAPPROVAL OF CLOSURE ?k\..!:i .. 
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:~;::~.:::: :::: -:t:e ~:e· .. ; ::exic::: :::.:-.'.' 1ron:-:-.em: =:eDart::-::ent ( NHED) publ isted 
~:::-:ice fer -:je ~A-35 TSL-125 3ur~ace I::-::poundnent Clcsure 
--- -::-.2 sa:::e -:::.::-.e, ;:c:i::lic ::c-:.:ce ·,.;as .:!..ssued for gra:;::ing 

c~ea:: ~lcsure equ::.~a:e::cy 3nd -:er:::ina::icn of interim status. The 
;_:~:.cJ..::: c:::--:.::-.e:--.-: ;;er-:c:J. 2:---~deci June ..... i, 1992 with one cc:rrunent 
::ece.:.~.~ed. 

3ased JD ~~e :ol::J ..... ~:~~g, :~:·~~J l1as fo~::d -:.::at the closure related 
ac-:i~.:-:.:!..es at ~A-35 :sL-l:S have failed tc support a clean closure . - ~ ' 
equ1va~ency ~enons~rat::.c~: 

To de~onstrate c2.ean c2.csure equivalency, Los Alamos ~1ational 
Labor::.::ory (L:.NL) :::us:: establish that: no ccntaminaticn remains in 
tl':e c;rour:d'.vat:er cr u~derlyi~g soils. :t:quivalency demonstration 
gu ida:-:ce sta t:es ::hat t~is can be :!one 'Ji th either 1) actual 
grcuni~at:er dat:a or 2) soils data in cases where groundwater data 
is di::icult to obtain. l'~·1ED interpret:s this guidance to mean that 
grouni~ater :::onitoring nay be unnecessary when contaminants can be 
shown to be limited to the vadose zone. Analytical results from 
corehole sampling previously conducted at the site reveal that the 
vertical extent of contamination originating from the unit has not 
yet been deternined. To define the vertical limit of 
contamination, core hole sample results must show no contamination 
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present above the method detection limit (MDL). Accordingly, NMED 
is requiring that groundwater monitoring data or additional core 
hole soil data be obtained. Secondly, LANL has not shown that 
releases from the unit impacting surrounding soils or surface water 
are below health based levels. 

NMED is disapproving the July 1991 Closure Plan. LANL developed 
and submitted to NMED (5/15/92) a sampling and analysis plan to 
address any impact to surrounding soils and surface water. A 
sampling and analysis plan for acquiring the needed subsurface data 
should be submitted as an amendment to the 5/15/92 plan. LANL must 
submit the required information within thirty days of your receipt 
of this letter. Once the sampling and analysis plan is approved by 
lJI'·1ED, the July 1991 Closure Plan may also be approved. If 
additional field ~ctivities and sampling data confirm clean 
closure, NMED ~ill grant clean closure equivalency demonstration 
and terminate the interim status of the unit. 

If there are any questions regarding this matter, please contact 
St2phanie Stoddard of my staff at 827-4358. 

:::::l'.·:ard L. Horst 
RCRA Program Manager, 
Ea:::a rdous and Radioactive I•!ater ials Bureau 

xc: Teri Davis, HRMB 


