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Mr. G. Thomas Todd, Area Manager 
Los Alamos Area Office 
Department of Energy 
528 35th Street 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

RE: 	 Interim Action Plan Denial 
35-003(d, I, and q) 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
NM0890010515 

Dear Mr. Todd: 

The Hazardous and Radioactive Materials Bureau (HRMB) of the New Mexico 
Environment Department has reviewed and denies the above-mentioned Interim Action 
(IA) Plan. The basis for denial of the subject IA Plan is due to the Department of 
Energy/Los Alamos National Laboratory's (DOE/LANL) failure to comply with reporting 
requirements of the HSWA Module. 

As indicated in a letter previously transmitted, all actions taken to stabilize, mitigate, or 
eliminate a release or potential for release of a hazardous waste or hazardous waste 
constituent including, but not limited to interim actions, are subject to the approval of the 
Administrative Authority (M). DOE/LANL's Operating Permit states, "If, for institutional 
reasons not related to permit work, i.e. routine construction, an interim measure is 
required, the permittee will submit appropriate documentation to the 
Administrative Authority for approval" and "The Permittee shall document and report 
on all interim measures which were or are being undertaken at the facility other than 
those specified in the permit" [Module VII, J.1 and Q.1.D, respectively]. 

This IA Plan, which indicated that IA activities were to be performed in the third week of 
August 1996, was transmitted to HRMB on September 10,1996. HRMB is 
unaccustomed to receiving plans for activities after they have already been performed. 
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HRMB is also concerned that DOE/LANL failed to provide the Completion Report within 
a reasonable time frame after the performance of the IA. The Permit does not 
specifically outline a time frame for the submittal of "appropriate documentation" for 
interim actions; however, the Interim Action Completion Report was submitted to DOE 
in September 1996. Assuming 1 month is a reasonable review time for this type of 
activity, it appears that the submission of the document to the Administrative Authority 
was over 6 months delinquent. 

Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me or Mr. John 
Kieling, HRMB's LANL Facility Manager, at (505) 827-1558. 
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RCRA Permits Management Program 
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cc: T. Davis, NMED HRIVIB 
B. Garcia, NMED HRMB 
T. Glatzmaier, LANL DDEES/ER, MS M992 
J. Jansen, LANL ER, MS A316 
M. Johansen, LAAO, MS A316 
M. Leavitt, NMED GWaB 
D. Mcinroy, LANL EMlER, MS M992 
D. Neleigh, EPA, 6PD-N 
J. Parker, NMED DOE OB 
S. Pierce, NMED SWaB 
G. Saums, NMED swaB 
T. Taylor, DOE LAAO, MS A316 
S. Yanicak, NMED DOE OB, MS J993 
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