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CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

December 30. 2008

David Gregorv David Mclnroy

Federal Project Director Remediation Services Deputy Project Director
Los Alamos Site Office Los Alamos National Laboratory

Department of Energy P.O. Box 1663, MS M992

528 35" Street, Mail Stop A316 Los Alamos, NM §7543

Los Alamos, NM 87544

RE: APPROVAL OF AN AREA OF CONTAMINATION FOR THE INVESTIGATION
AND REMEDIATION OF SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UNITS (SWMUS)
39-001(a), 39-001(b), AND 39-006(a), AT TECHNICAL AREA 39
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY,

EPA ID #NM0890010515
HWB-LANL-07-628

Dear Messrs. Gregory and Mclnroy:

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) 1s in receipt of the Department of Energy and
the Los Alamos National Security L.L.C’s (collectively the Permittees) Request for Approval of
Areas of Contamination for the Investigation and Remediation of Solid Waste Management Units
39-001¢a), 39-001(b), and 39-006(a). at Technical Area 39 dated December 12, 2008 and
referenced by EP2008-00625. NMED hereby approves the requested an Area of Contamination
(AOC) designation, with the following conditions.

1. The AOC concept is intended to facilitate staging and segregation of remediation wastes
without creating a new point of generation subject to the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) and the New Mexico Hazardous Waste Act (HWA). The
Permittees shall not return media containing concentrations of contaminants greater than
applicable cleanup levels that has been excavated as part of a remedial action, to its point

of origin.
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2. The Permittees have requested that “environmental media with contaminant

concentrations that are less than background or industrial cleanup levels will be returned to

the point of origin.” NMED will aliow the Permittees to return overburden and layback
material to the point of origin if contaminant concentrations are less than background or
residential cleanup levels. The Permittees must sample any lavback and overburden
material intended for use as backfill for VOCs. SVOCs. TAL metals. cvanide. mtrate. high
explosives, perchlorate. radionuclides. and PCBs. At a minimum. the Permittees must
collect one profile sample for every 100 cubic yards of stockpiled media.

NMED may require supplemental sampling for staging areas located outside of the original
SWMU boundary but within the AOC boundary to ensure no residual contamination remains.

If you have any questions regarding this letter. please contact Kathryn Roberts at (505) 476-6041.

Sing

Chief
Hazardous Waste Bureau

cc: K. Roberts, NMED HWB
D. Cobrain, NMED HWB
S. Yanicak, NMED DOE OB, MS J993
L. King. EPA 6PD-N
M. Graham, ADEP MS J591
G. Rael, DOE LASO, MS A316
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