
NOV 1 .5 1991 
Benito J. Garcia, Orl.ef 

Department of Energy 
Albuquerque Operations 
Los Alamos Area Office 

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

Hazardals and Radioactive Materials Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
P. 0. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 

Dear Mr. Garcia: 

'!be Department of Energy ( OClE) and Iai Alamos National Laboratory (IANL) 

received an ag;>roved Resoorce Conservation and Rec::Nery Act Closure Plan for 
the SCrap Detonation Site at Technical Area 40, an SeptEinber 13, 1991. The 
effective elate of the Plan is Septeri::ler 30, 1991. 

Within the Plan, IANL sul:mi. tted a schedule that it intended to follQtl to 
have the closure CXI11?leted within the allCMable 180 clays. Ha-lever, OOF/LANL 

has oot yet receive:l the required National Envirorlnental Policy Act (NEPA) 

review documentation fran IXlE Headquarters in Washingtcn, D. c. The 

categorical exclusion for this proposed clcsure is in the final approval 
process within the Enviraunental Restoration and Waste Managemerit Program 

Office at Headquarters. The IANL has been given guidance not to proceed 
with this closure until the categorical exclusion documentation has been 

recei ve:l by the facility. Far this reason we will not be able to meet the 
Sall'{)ling deadline that is depicted an Figure 6.1 in the plan. We are 

optimistic that we will meet the other significant milestones that are 
described on page one within secticm 6 of the Plan. '!he Env:irorJnental 
Assessllents Secticn within !.ANL' s Envirorurental Protection Group hopes to 

receive this documentatioo within three to four weeks. 

The !.ANL will proceed with this closure ilrmediately upon the receipt of the 

NEPA documentation or verbal atproval fran IXlE Headquarters. This delay 
will in no way affect the final cla;ure date of the unit. 

Should yau have arrt questions please call Steve Slaten of my staff, at 
665-5050. 

LESH:25S-031 

cc: 
Allen Ti.eanan, ADO, IANL, MS Al20 
Tan Gundersm, EM-00, LANL, MS K491 
!'at H'm'gis;-!M-8'~ IML, MS K4go,... 
Robert Vocke, :EM-13, U!NL, M5 M992 
Sheila BroNn, I.C/Gm, LANL, MS Al87 

Sincerely, 

//"'C- fLL/fo ~L. Bellows 
Area Manager 
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