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Enciosed are our rormai res!'Onses to your comments/suggestions on our Rev1sed Sam;:>iing and 
.-\nalysis Plan tor OU 1129 Aggregate J. Each lA.J.'l'L comment response corresoonds to a DOE 
comment on your 10 July 1992 comment review sheets. 

We sincerely appreciate your time and effon in providing comments. and hope they have been 
adequately addressed. Please call me at ( 505) 667-1033 if you have any questions. 
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-· 
-\ll v n Pratt 
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Enclosure: 
LANL's responses to DOE comments 
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LANL's Responses to DOE Comments 
on the Revised Sampling and Analysis Plan 

for OU 1129 Aggregate J 

'-jQTE. Tnese comment responses correspona directly to commeni~ recf:!iv~ti frorn DOE on July 
; 0. 1992. The resoonses have been InCorporated into the July 1992 Revtsea Samoung 
ana Analysts Plan tor OU 1129 Aggregate J. 

Paae1,1 Comment Resolution 

Sectton 1.1 Several paragraphs nave oeen aadea to Sectton 1 .1 of the SAP that bnetly 
~ 1 describe the D&D act1v1ties. 
Sect1on 1 .1 The section heaaing 'History or TA-42" has oeen cnanged to "Backgrouna 
f!2 Information.·· 
Sectton 1 .2 More aetall has oeen aaded to the reconnaissance survey section. The sectton 

i 
now tncludes information on who. wnat. when. and where. Methoas usea to 

! detect analytes are presented tn Table 1. All analytical results ot reconnatssance 
samotina are now oresentea tn Tables 2 and 3. 

:, S ectton 1 .2 1 The term .• oper oacKgrouna timtt" is no longer usea and the term 
I" 3 I "background" is usea insteaa. The use of the term ·backgrouna·· 1s aetinea in 
I Sect1on 1.2. ~ 3 in the Julv 1992 final SAP. 
· Section 1 .2 This oaragrapn nas oeen aetetea ana tnformat1on on the septiC tanK nas oeen 
1"4 comoletelv rewntten. 
' Sectton 1 .2 This paragraph has oeen ae1etea. 

'iS 
Section 1 .3 Reference to "new proposed land use scenanos·' has been deleted. Two at the 

items in the bulleted list referring to ruture characterization when O&D of NSTL 
occurs have been deleted and a new bullet replaces them that reads. "Data 
form this SAP will be used to design an interim action remediation plan leading 
to final remedv for the SWMUs impacted bv the NSTL construction." 

Sectton 1.3 The ob1ect1ve statement for the sampling pian has been cnangea to "detect 
and quantify contamtnants and estimate the extent of contamination at SWMU 

\ Aggregate J within former TA-42." Also. the oraer of the charactenzatlon 
process ootectives nas been cnanqed. 

! Sectton 1 '") 
J Conceptual Model: · 

' I 1 2) The 1 0 ft depth 1s an approxtmat1on oaseo on the properties or the 
I 

contammates and the so11 profile of the area. 
3) The surface of the onginai site may have surrace contamination. but then 
approximately 15 ft of clean fill was added on top, which made contamination on 
the new surface likely to be nonexistent. "Conjugation" has been changed to 
"conjunction." 
4) The paragraph was revised to clarify this. 
5) "And other contammants" was added to the end of the sentence. 
6) The sentence has been rewritten and "immediate vicinity" removed. 
7) Text has been added to explain the actions that will be taken tf mixed waste is 
found. 

Figure 3 The depth of the poss1ble contammat1on under the leach field has been 
chanaed on the figure. 

Sect1on 1.3 "Surface" has been deleted. 
Section 1.4.1 The section has been rev1sed to clanfy how the engineering survey w111 be 

conducted and what will result from it . 
Sect1on 1.4.2 The section was clarified to indicate that the septic svstem outfall drainage area 

is part of SWMU No. 42-003. Also, the text now states that the radiation data will 
be used for health and safetv reasons. 

I 

I 

I 
I 
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Paae11! 1 Comment Resolution I 

Section 1 .4.3 ! The heamng has been changea from ··Environmental Survey .. to "Geoiog1c 
I Survev.' 

Sect1on 1 -+ -+ 1 Rationales tor sample 1ocat1ons. numoer at samples. sample aepths. ana I 
II ! analvtes are now orov1aed. 
1Page14 I The tollow1ng statement has oeen aaded. "(if the section snows some 1eve1s at 
ICJ4 radiation m the rad screening, the entire section w1il be aggregated and the 

samc1es w1il be taken tram the aqgreaatel." 
Page 16 1 An introauction nas been added to the document that exp1a1ns 1 , 2. ana 3 of 

this comment. 

...ANL 's Resoonses ro DOE Comments 2 July 30. 1992 
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I section 
I 1. l/ If 
I -" 

I 1 
I 
I Sect: ion 
' 1.1, ~ I 
I 2 

I' Section II 
II 1 ·; 
II 

. ~ 
I 
I 
! 

-- -I 
I Comment 

I This section should briefly describe the 0 & D 
I 
ac~ivities: what ·..;as removed, how much was removed, 

I what sam~ling was done, what was left. 
I . 
I ThJ.s is future and should not be in the "History 

i 

of 
TA-42" saction. I sugges't. -:hat :..t be moved to 
sect ton :..a as part of the introduction. 

Thif:: section should describe wha~ was cione during the 
Reconnaissance Survey. It should have the who, 1..1hat, 
when, where. At this point, it does not say who did 
the sampling, how the locations w-ere selected, what: 
was analyzed for, sampling protocols, QA/QC levels, 
and wha-c was found. .\map and cross section with 
analytical results plotted would be helpful. ~ost 

import.an't.ly, g.JJ.. of the analytical results should be 
provtded, not just the selected results shown in 
Table . There is no other -iustl.fication for the -. • , 

~ l~m~tea analv-c~c~t ~ul.tes proposea than to snow that 
other constJ.t:uents were analyzed far and not 
detected. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

II 

1~------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~l 

I 

Section 
1. 2, ~ 
) 

jescribe what the Upper Background Limit is, and why 
the Lower Background Limit isn't used. Is this the 
background in sol.l, w-ater, vegetation? Since Pu 
isn't naturally occurring, some explanation is 
requJ.red. 

Sectl.on This paragraph is confusing as written; I'm not sure 
1.2/~ 4 what :t is intended to convey to provide suggestions 

L_' of how to fix i-c. 

I Section 7here is no way of evaluating che methylene chloride 
I 

J... 2 / f1 5 , unless all of the. anal yt1.cal results are provJ.ded. 

Section 
1..3. 

li ~ection LJ 

8oth DOE/LAAO and DOE/AL have said that land use 
scenarios are not changed! The long term scenario is 
still revision of the land to public property. There 
is no benefit to LANL in putting off characterization 
until D & D of NSTL occurs. Further, covering the 
SWMUs until later ~nly puts ott the problem. Remove 
the referencQ to "naw proposed land use scanarios 11 

and carefully evaluate the position that letting 
thJ.ngs slip to th~ future is going to provide some 
benefit. 

The primary objectives of the characterization 
process are: 1) detecting and quantifying 
contaminants and 2) determining the extent of 
contamJ.nation and these should be listed first. 

II 
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' SectJ.on 
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' sec'::.on 

section 
1. 4. J 
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Conceptual Model: 
2) what is the 10 ft depth based on? 
3) ~able 1 indica~es ~ha~ t~e surface samoles ~ere 
contam~nated, so this statemen1: is no'T: valij. 
"Con)ugatl.on" should be 41 conjunctl.on 11 • 

4) If lead was f~om ~he fill, sampling of all the 
fill should be conducted instead ~f just .:.~ ~hat 
area. could t~e lead be f=om surface drainage from 
TA-55? All po1:ential sources should ce i~ves1:1.qated. 
5) Add 11 and other contaml.nan'T:s" to the end of the 
sen'T:ence. 
6) Detine what ":::unediate vicinity" and provide 
re:terence. 
7) A con'T:inqency f~r mixed waste must be developed. 
The reconnal.ssance sampling was just tha'T:, and i~ is 
not adequa'T:e for de'T:ermining there is no mixed Haste. 

Evalua'T:e t~e c=oss sect1on. The leach field was 
desJ.qned t.o disc:.arqe l.:.quJ.ds to the sol.l. ;,mere the 
tanK and lines ~ere no'T:. ~hereiore it Nould maKe 
sense 'T:hat ~~e con'T:aminan'T:s may ce deeper teneath tne 
leach field t~an any o'T:her location. 

Decision poin1:.s: dele~e 14 surtace••. All of ':he 
investigations are in~ended to inpu'T: ~o the l.:.sted 
decision points. 

How will the Enq~neerinq Survey be conduc~ed? ~~ill 
1 the old maps of as builts ce used? Will :nterviews be 

done? Old pho~oqraphs? :t is no1: clear how the 
locations of former buildings that have been covered 
with up to 15 ft of !ill will be determined. ~hat ~s 
the plannea accuracy of the surveying? 

The seotl.c svs1:em cu~fall drainaae area is a r.ewlv 
in~roduced a~ea. :t was not ide~fied ear~ier. 
earlier sect1ons should describedrall areas to be 

/ sampled. 

The 

How will the radiatlon data be used for health and 
satety? to determine sampling locations? 

This type of survey used to be referred to as a 
"geologic survey .. since geomorphology and structure 
will be mapped. consider changing the title to 
reflect the actual task. rf there are other 
activities planned in this task, descri~e them. 

I 
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Sec-c1on 
l. 4. 4 

Page 
14/~ .; 

Ratlonale tor sample location, number of samoles, ~~~ 
sample dep1:h. and analytes must be provided. ,!'I' 

Examples: 
SWMU 42-002(a) - •,..rhy 'three :oor~ngs? how will they be jii 

located (corners. cen~ers, near features such as 
drains) and why? why 6 ft deep? why two i~tervals for 1 
analyses? Why w111 anilyses be only for :ead? 
SWMUs 42-001 lb & c) - •..;hy one borings? how will .:.t. 
be located (corners. cen~ers. ~ear fea~ures such as 
dra1ns1 and ~hy? ~ny 6 ft deep? whv 2 .:.~tervals for 
analyses? ~hy h11: analyses be only for ?u and Am? 
ETC. 
SWMU .;2-002(b) - a13 does no't appear to be in the 42.-
002(b) araa. 
SWMU 42-003 - This is the septic ~ank, not the ash 
tanks so please correct the first sentence. 

Add a statemen~ of how samples will be ~elected if 
the rad screenina values are all the same. 

Page 16 This SAP seems incomplete without some explanation 
of: :) what data quality will be and how it will ce 
obtained, 2) organiza~ion of the project -- ~ho wlll 
do the work and who is responsible for all of i~, 3) 
data manaqemem:. -- •..;hat will be done '..Jith ~ne data, i 
how '"'lll it l::a handled, analyzed, J.nc:i renort:eci. ,\ 


