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C. W. Christenson, Group Leader, H-7 Jan. 4, 1971 

Dean D. Meyer, Group Leader, H-1 

VOLUME OF TRANSURANIUM l'."ASTES BURIED AT LOS ALAMOS 

H-l 

In answer to Herschel Godbee's request for volu~e of trans
uranium wastes buried at Los Alamos, as you know, we cannot 
answer this question since all radioactive wastes have been 
buried in the; same pits. 

I have the following information on burial pits which might 
be used. There are four waste pit areas at Los Alamos. 

Area A - These were the first pits used, to my knowledge, and 
the main radioactive material buried was Polonium. There 
may have been a trace of 239Pu. These pits were closed 
at the time of my arrival, which was July, 1946. Estimated 
volume is 4,000 cubic yards. In 1969, a pit was dug ad
jacent to these old pits and it has been used to dispose of 
waste material removed from DP west during the rehabilitation 
work. I do not believe the amount of plutonium in this pit 
would justify digging up. The volume is 8,500 cubic yardsr 
the pit is still open. 

Area B - This is a series of pits on DP Road. The total 
volume of the pits, after deducting the three foot of cover 
material, is 28,000 cubic yards. These pits actually 
contain very little Plutonium. At the time they were in 
use, Pu was scarce and only that which was present as con
tamination was buried. I would estimate that the entire 
pit area contains no more than 100 grams of 239pu. Also, 
a portion of this area has been paved and is being used as 
a parking lot. 

Area C - This area is adjacent to TA-50. It contains six 
pits with a volume, after allowing for dirt cover, of 118,000 
cubic yards. 

Area G - This is our present disposal site, located at 
Mesita del Buey (TA-54) • This area contains five full pits, 
plus one which is approximately 3/4 full. The total volume, 
after allowing for cover, is 215,000 cubic yards as of 
January 1, 1971. 
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c. W. Christenson 2 Jan. 4, 1971 

Area A 12,500 cubic yards 

Area B 28,000 cubic .yards 

Area c 118,000 cubic yards 

Area G 215e000 cubic :2ards 

Total 373,500 cubic yards 

Since 1956, we have kept a record of the volume of the 
containers placed in the burial pits. The total volume 
of material placed in the pits since then is~ 97,500 
cubic yards. The volume of the pits used during this 
period, allowing for a 3-foot cover, is 24,~000cubic 
yards. The difference is the dirt that has been usad 
to cover the layers of material. 

DD.M/eh 

cc: File.!it 

Original Signed by 
Dean D~ Me;ru 

Dean D. Meyer 
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