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Safe, Lab· Says~ 
Los Alamos Burner Designed For Radioactive Wastes .fli:· 
By Ben Neary use the .incinerator primarily to 

reduce its volume of radioactive 
OF THE JOURNAL'S NORTHERN BUREAU waste, which the lab hoPeStO ship to 

SANTA FE- Los Alamos NatiOn- the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant near 
al Laboratory officials are confi- carlsbad. 
dent that a waste incinerator now · However, the state hearing will 
under state review is safe, despite only. consid,er ·whether the plant 
concerns of Northern New Mexico meets federal standards for in­
groups about the burning of cinerating chemical, non­
radioactive materials. · radioactive materiaL The federal 

"When it's operating, if you want governm,ent will consider standards 
a publicity shot, I'll stand up there for radioacP,ve emissions. 
on the stack and snort the dis- C. Kelley Crossman, supervisor of 
charge/' said David. HutchinS, pro- the state's Hazardous Waste 
ject leader for chemical waste in- Bureau, said Friday it's not a fore­
cineration, "I'm that convinced." gone conclusion that the state will 

And John Vavruska, project lead- _approve the permit. However, he 
er for radioactive waste incinera- said, "If I have any indication it was 
tion, says, "I've got integrity; I live not going to meet the standards, it 
in Santa Fe and I've got a 2-year.ol~ never would· have got this far; I 
daughter. I wouldn't be working on . would have recommended permit 
it if I didn;t think it was going to denial." 
work." Environmentalists intend to pro-

The state's Environmental Im- test the incinerator at the hearing, 
provement Division on July 18 will which begins at 9 a.m. Tuesday in 
consider an application from the t.l)e au,ditorium of the Harold Run­
u.s. Department of Energy for final nels Building in Santa Fe. 
state approval of the incinerator at Vavruska, lab project leader, said 
the laboratory. · 1M .AIIuDoa N.a.-1 I..aboratory. 

The energy departmeat .... .. ... aeaeratecl • to 180 cubic: 

meters a year of transuranic waste·~ 
- items contaminated with highly 
radioactive material. The mater!§.~ 
currently is stored at the lab site~ 

Hutchins said· most of the tranS­
uranic waste is easily burned items 
such as paper, rags and gloves .. a~. 
said the ·incineration reduces the 
volume of such waste by about 100 
times. 

The DOE has· similar low-level .. : 
waste incinerators at Idaho Falls 
and near the Savannah River Plant 
in South carolina. Hutchins and­
Vavruska said federal regulatois- · 
are leaning increasingly toward m­
cineration as a way to cut the 
volume of waste stockpiled arou~<i 
the country. ' 

Vavruska said he's not aware of 
any plans to accept waste from any 
other parts of the country f9r· 
burning in Los Alamos. 

Tuesday's hearing isn't limited to 
the incinerator ·question. Hutcbiils · 
said the · state is considering · 
whether to give final approval t9 _. 
the entire lab's provisional permis~ 
lion to handle. non-radioactive lulz­
ar4ous waste in all its operations~ 
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