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Comments on the Los Alamos Draft Permit: 
Incinerator and Site Clean-up 

-..:: 
Ul. Augtis t i989 

My name is Barbara Dreisbach-Towle. an1 a stL1dent of 
Environmental Biology. and a small business owner, here in 
Santa Fe. 

The incinerators at Los Alamos are excluded from this 
hearing, and I'd like you to know that am aware of that. 
However, since wish the incinerators eliminated from this 
permit, may the public record to show that, they, and the site 
clean-up are better handled in a separate manner for the 
fc•llc.•wing reason: Air· is the number one need of ' '. Crt1r· !.)CGleSlt 8 .. nd 
therefore worthy of more urgent attention. Then water- follows in 
i mpor- t.ance, then food. 
and water are polluted. 

Each of us have options when the ground 
We buy organic crops and H20 in bottles, 

2 sirnJ:tle 2~·nd {:;:o.st.Jy· pr·ocedur-e!; Howe-:....Jer·.~ ir1 the i::-2-..se of air· 

po11utiori~ expe~nsi\'e and dif'fi.-:;1.1lt s.l t.er·nati~-les s.r·e avai 1able .. 
We can only wear oxygen tanks and/or gas masks. 

In Module VIII there are many good suggestions for site 
clean-up and the EPA may have an honest and genuine concern for 
our fragile environment. These are a few items would like to 
see added to the proposed oermit: 

1.. Fir-st of all+ Los Alamos I\Jat.ional Labof·atory is ieft tee.~ 

much on their own supervision. The main cause of the mess is 
th3t very reason. 
af·e the enemyt'. 

Even Admiral Watkins states that, quote, "we 
(MacNeil/Lehrer, Wednesday, August L, 1989; 

There must be an independent monitoring of ALL the items 
listed in Module VI I I by scientists versed in each particular 

2. The EPA needs to petition the federal government to 
take action on the radioactive portion at LANL, 

the Atomic Energy Act be repealed, and its power given 
the EPA for immediate action. 

3. A recommendation issued by your office to our Governor. 
the EID, and our Attorney General, that they adopt the additional 
SAWA regulations of 1984 to the RCRA facility warkpian, would be 
of benefit to New Mexican citizens. ask for- these ~ ' ' f·&.C l C8. 1 

notions as I believe the EPA is meant to protect the environment, 
and needs to use every tool at its command. 

4. In response to an el;ht-year investi~ation time 
suggest tnat vour directors requesL more manoower. 

5. The emergencv event notification of 15 days to the EFA. 
from LANL is much too long. lt takes only 20 minutes ar :ess. by 
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a1r, for their contaminants to reach Santa Fe proper. How long 
does it take to reach San ldlefonso Pueblo, or Taos? A hotline 
response is more appropriate with these obvious conditions. 

6. To reduce the volume of waste: microbes, which love to 
munch on this stuff, recycling through plants and supercompaction 
come to mind. If we can get into outer space, then technology 
can be born to assist in this dire project. 

It has been said that the incinerator will be absent in this 
waste reduction, 
compel led to add 
incinerated . 

but find that hard to believe. 
that none of this hazardous material be 

feel 

. . The University of California must receive a oenalty. 
suggest the maximum amount allowable, for their interest in the 

desecration of New Mexican land and water. Perhaps, then. they 
will be more aware of their shining institution. 

8. Since the cancer rate is up for the city of Los Alamos, 
and as more of the citizens and laboratory workers are aware of 
dangers involved in their little corner of the world, a 
~whistleblowei's '800' Number" needs to be posted on every 
bulletin board in the laboratory complex and in the local 
newspaper. 

9. Since the EPA has jurisdiction over mixed waste streams. 
it is my desire that all 1300-1800 other dump sites be inspected 
to detect even the smallest amount of hazardous waste that may be 
mixed with the radioactive portions, and appropriate decisions 
made as to their final fate. 

10. In the arena of public relations, it is obvious. 
the public gain more directive control in the decision-making at 
LANL. The " National Security" excuse is responsible for the 
poison in our !and, takes away our security and, in fact, creates 
insecurity. Many of us are no longer afraid of terrorists or 
other forms of foreign aggression. Our own government is the 
terrorist and aggressor, with by-products of perilous living 
conditions and nightmares. 

A panel of independent scientists, an environmental group 
and ~. - - ~ ' IUGdl Indians, distinct from state and federal agencies. to 
watch, and/or intervene when necessary is feasible. Of course, 
this panel contacts the public on a regular basis, through 
environmental groups and a mailing list of interested parties. 

Thank you for the opportunity to input ideas in this most 
important decision. sincerely hope that your awareness anrl 
positive action for the earth continues to grow. 
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punishitltg by labeling. the~ .J!lerit~Iiy' i~~I'~-
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, 
to . country," 'wroteCarp~nt~i; ~hoi's 

·,·Wl~~r~~:·,,J91)1>~ group, the Government Accountability 

the tactic was intended to;, 'damage. tk~ · I 
en.~P.~'QYI~~~ c&reers and "sense•of sei1"wolith: ·~ · . ·' ·: ·. 

employees is Edwin Sticker; who operates 
Wt'>,~l{t~W'-'f!t~:Y!PrneJlt proc~ing nuclear materials at .. the ·Hanford· 

,pulblij~E~d r·~~Prv;.tkm in Washington State: ' 
··~~ :SE!SSI,ons with. two psychologists inclUded. 

qwestiiotis>'as· "how do you feel about your fellow 
Prrmlo.,v••r, and do certain things, tick yoi'L· 


